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FINAL NOTES

03/11

This excavation is situated on the south side of structure 06, and is oriented north-east.
The area excavated is 8 m long, by 1 m. Another unit was excavated to the west of EU B
a 1x1 unit. In total there are 9 excavation units in this sub/op.

The excavation units, labelled from A to I, were excavated in different manners. Units A
and B were excavated in lots of 10 ¢m, with the exception of 20 ¢m in the initial lots.
The rest of the umits were excavated following soil changes, and therefore some lots are
up to 50 cm thick.

The maximum depth reached in one unit is 180 cm below ground surface (EU F).

"

The aim of this excavation was to understand the architecture of the building, with the
belief that this was the front part of the structure. This was inferred from the set-up of
structures 06, 07 and 08, which seem to be facing the south east. The artefacts excavated
in this sub/op have completely changed this belief, as the south side of the structure is in
fact the back, and served as a refuse area. The material recovered from this excavation
has shown that it is a late preclassic residential mound.

Three major soil layers make up this structure. The first one is a clayey silt layer, which
is on average 60 cm thick, and comprises the humus layer. The colour of this layer is 10
YR 5/4 (Munsell), and in the excavation units closer to the top of the structure (G, H and
1), modern material has been found. This modern material comes from the modern
occupation on top of this structure. Modern remains such as roof tiles are clearly strewn
on and around the mound.

The next soil layer is a clayey sand layer (10 YR 5/4) which grows thicker as one
advances up the structure. This layer is clearly a midden/ refuse deposit, as clearly shown
by the ceramic and lithic count. This stratum is composed of large sherds, some well
preserved, as well as carbon, in particular in EU F, G and H.

The soil in this stratum has a lot of carbon, and therefore soil samples taken from this
layer will hopefully reveal some interesting information.

An entire vessel was found in EU F at 122 cm bgs. Carbon was found inside the vessel,
as well as a soil sample was kept from mside the vessel.

The third layer is a clay strata (10 YR 5/8), which is very compact, and hard to excavate.
The ceramic count dropped in this stratum, and therefore I believe that this layer is the
surface and fill of the earthen building. This layer started to appear in EU B and C, but
became very visible in EU D. From EU F, tried to follow this layer and stopped the unit
when this clay layer was reached.
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EU G, lot 47 was the best example of a midden, as the ceramics were bedded, in other
words placed one of top of the other, and were therefore more delicate than other sherds
recovered in the previous lots. Carbon was present throughout this lot, and therefore soil
samples were taken for flotation.

Further work will be carried out by Patrick Dresch, as there is probably more material to
be uncovered. The lateral excavation unit (C) did not uncover as much material as the
trench, but perhaps lateral excavations further up the structure (for example east and west
of EU F and G) may prove fruitful. Also, opening units north of T and continuing up and
over the structure may reveal the stratigraphy of the building better.

03/12

This 1x1m test pit is located to the east of structure 06 and to the west of structure 07. Its
aims were to investigate the soil stratigraphy of the area between these two structures.
The maximum depth of the unit was 100 cm bgs. The excavation revealed 5 different soil
layers. The first layer was composed of a clayey silt layer (and comprised the humus
layer). At around 50 cm bgs the soil became more sandy and lighter (10 YR 5/8).
Following this layer, at around 70 cm bgs, the soil became clayey sand, which carried on
until 90 cm bgs. Between 70 and 90 cm bgs the soil changed colour, from yellow to
gray. The final noticeable layer was a clayey silt layer (7.5 YR %).

In terms of the material recovered, the first 50 c¢m had the most material, with a layer
with no material (70- 90 ¢m bgs), followed by material once more in the next layers. The
silty clay laver was a stratum which presented the most carbon.

All this evidence points to a possible surface at 70 cm bgs, with the layer below that
being fill, which would explain the presence of small, fragmented ceramics.

The ceramics found in this excavation point again to a late preclassic settlement.

This excavation has shown a potential surface, but has to be compared to other units in
order to fully understand the stratigraphy of the area.

03/13

This Tx1m test pit located on the north-east side of structure 06 aimed at investigating the
stratigraphy of the area around the structure, as well as discovering a possible midden or
refuse area.

In terms of the soil stratigraphy, the excavation revealed 3 major soil levels. The initial
layer (which includes the humus layer) is composed of clayey silt (7.5 YR %) until
around 70 ¢cm bgs. Then there is a sandy silt layer which is slightly lighter in colour (7.5
YR 4/4) until 100 cm bgs. From 100 to 120 ¢m bgs the soil is silty sand, and more
yellowish brown in colour.
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In terms of artefacts, the richest finds were in the sandy silt layer and silty sand layer. The
final lot of the unit (110-120 cm bgs) revealed some carbon and sherds from a vessel. The
excavation was ended here in order to focus on another area, as from the artefacts there
was no reason to believe this was a midden. From the information of 03/11, this side of
the structure is the front.

Further excavation in this area may have revealed more artefacts, but because of time
constraints, this sub/op had to be terminated.

03/15

This sub/op is located on the north face of structure 06 and its aim was to investigate the
architecture of the structure, as it seems that there has been some disturbance on the
northern side. Another aim was to continue looking for a possible midden around this
structure (this was before realising that 03/11 was a midden).

The first unit (A) revealed some rocks which appeared at 20 cm bgs. The presence of
large rocks was interesting, and therefore after reaching 50 cm bgs, I decided to open a
new unit to the east of A, to try and see whether there was a pattern with the rocks. The
new unit did indeed uncover more rocks, but only in the eastern part of the unit. Opening
a new unit to the east of B (C) did not reveal any rocks, the same with EU D, to the west
of A. 1 decided to move up the structure, and opened a unit to the south of A, but this too
did not reveal any more rocks. The conclusion which can be reached from this is that the
rocks must be tumble from the modern structure. Some of these rocks were also found in
the units closest to the top of structure 06 in EU H and I in sub/op 03/11.

Twao soil layers could be clearly seen, the first one was a clayey silt layer (10 YR 5/4),
which is the same soil as the one found in the initial levels of 03/11.

The second layer was clayey sand (10 YR %4). In terms of artefact count very few
ceramics were found, and modern material was common, even at 30-40 cm bgs.

From the soil layers, not much can be said about whether there was a disturbance, but it
confirms the presence of a modern structure on top of the structure.

03/16

The 1x1m test pit 1s located to the east of structure 06, and aimed to uncover a possible
midden or refuse deposit.

The unit was excavated a maximum of 120 ¢m bgs. The excavation revealed a similar
soil stratigraphy to 03/12 which is on the opposite side of structure 06.

One of the differences was the presence of a sandy clay layer in the first 70 cm bgs. The
soil then changed to a silty sand layer 20 cm thick. The next 20 cm were composed of a
clayey silt layer. The final 50 cm were composed of silty sand, the only difference was
the colour of these layers.
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The silty sand layer, apart from having more ceramics than other layers, also had a lot of
carbon. Numerous carbon samples were taken, in particular in the SE part of the unit. At
one point I thought that there was evidence of a posthole, but no carbon was found in the
darker area.

By 120 cm bgs, there were no finds, and the soil was very compact and sterile; therefore
the cxcavation was ended here.

It would be interesting to perhaps excavate to the cast and/or south of this present unit to
see whether there is perhaps more material in this layer closer to the structure.

A midden was therefore not uncovered in this sub/op, but carbon numerous carbon
samples were taken in association with sherds, and this will hopetully help with dating.

03/17

This 1x1m test pit is located to the south east of structure 07. Its aim was to discover a
midden or refuse area belonging to this structure.

The maximum depth of the unit is 110 ¢m bgs. The soil stratigraphy shows that there are
2 types of soil in this area.

The first 60 cm bgs are composed of silt, and the rest is silty sand. From 60 cm to 80 cm
bgs the soil is slightly darker than the following layers.

From 80 10 100 cm bgs the soil is darker and there is carbon present.

The final layer from 100 to 110 cm bgs is the same texture and colour as the second last
layer (silty sand 10 YR 5/3).

From 70 cm bgs, when the carbon starts to appear, no ceramics were found. The first Jots
had a few ceramics, but nothing which indicates the presence of a midden. This unit is
probably too far from the structure and therefore a new sub/op should be opened more to
the north.

The material recovered is not enough to tell us whether this side of the structure is the
front or the back, and therefore more work needs to be done. If we follow the pattern
from 03/11, then we can hypothesise that this is indeed the back of the structure or the
side (data from 03/18) and more excavations on this side as well as the on the eastern side
of the structure may well reveal a midden.

03/18

This 1x1m excavation unit is located on structure 07, and its main aim was to investigate
the architecture of the structure as there seems to be a slight depression in the western
side of the structure, which may be due to the presence of a terrace.

The possibility of a terrace would change the way the structure is oriented and the way
we understand these buildings. 1f structures 06 and 07 are facing north, it is odd that no
other structures exist more to the north. This is something which needs to be investigated
in a ground survey. The way that the other structures are facing such as 08 and 09 is not
yet understood.
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The soil stratigraphy has revealed that structure 07 had a terrace. This can be scen in the
diagrams. From 90 c¢m bgs the soil changed from silty clay to clay, and the artefact count
went down to 0. From this level onwards no artefacts were found, and the clay became
harder and more compact. Below the clay layer, a silty clay and sandy clay was to be
found, with no material.

As was seen in 03/11, the carthen structure was made up of clay, and this may have been
the case on this structure as well.

Overall, little material has been found in this unit, which would make sense as it would
not have been an area of trash disposal. The goal of this sub/op was therefore achieved.

03/19

This 1x1m test pit is located to the west of structure 08 and its aim was to investigate the
possibility of discovering a midden or refuse area.

The excavation unit was probably set up too far from the structure, hence the start of
sub/op 03/21 which was opened on the actual structure.

The soil stratigraphy shows that there are 2 soil types, the first layer being silty sand, and
around 65 cm bgs, becoming clayey sand.

I only went down 80 cm bgs in this unit, as from 60 cm bgs no materials were found,
except for small quantities of chert. It seems that the clayey sand layer marks a possible
surface, as no material was found when excavated into it. All the materials were found in
the layers above (in the silty sand).

Overall, this area had larger number of chert compared to ceramics or obsidian.

03/21

This trench was started after 03/19 did not reveal anything of particular interest. This
trench 1x3m going up structure 08 on the western side was aimed at understanding the
architecture, as well as hoping to find another midden, and therefore understanding the
orientation of the building.

The 3 excavation units showed that there are 3 different soil layers. The first layer is
composed of clayey silt, followed by clayey sand, and finally a silty sand layer.

The overall pattern in this sub/op is that the artefacts have been found mainly in the
clayey silt and clayey sand layers. The silty sand layer has proved to be poorer in
artefacts. I have some doubts about whether this is perhaps still overburden or whether |
have not yet reached the structure. Sub/op 03/19 showed that beneath the silty sand layer
there is a clayey sand layer, and this layer is poor in material. Therefore | may have not
reached the structure, and would have had to go down further. This sub/op was opened in
the same location as the one on 03/11, but no midden was found.

Ttems of interest found in this sub/op include the jade/serpentine axe, as well as some
large ceramic pieces, and some carbon samples were also taken.

Opening more units to the north and south of 03/21 along building may be of interest, as
perhaps the midden was not located centrally at the back of the structure.
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Another possibility is that the orientation of the building is different that currently
thought. Instead of facing north east it may be facing North West. This would have to be
further investigated with more test pits and excavations.

Overall observations:

All the sub/ops excavated, except for 03/11, have been backfilled.

From the ceramics, we can say that Guayabal was a late preclassic site, and although we
do not know the exact extent of the site to the north, we know that this was a large site,
composed of both ceremontal and residential structures. The possibility that structures 06,
07, 08 as well as 09 and 10 belong to a separate complex should also be considered. The
main overall goal of this season was to find a refuse area from a household complex, and
this has been achieved through the discovery of the midden in 03/11. :
The discovery of a midden has been very helpful in defining the preclassic ceramics in
this area, and further work on this structure should prove fruitful.

Further surveying to the north of these structures may also be helpful to understand the
overall lay out and orientation of the site.

Also further excavations around the structures, in particular now that we know the
orientation of the structures better may reveal more refuse deposits.
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Page |
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Date | Feature | Class Sub-class || # || Description North | East Elev
2006-03-28 || Archaeology | Trench corner “l o1 (o3 5 2 R, 404.70 || -402.07| 992.08
2006-03-28 | Archaeology | Trench corner 02 [103/11 5V\/ [l 405.09 [ -403.051 992.01
2006-03-28 || Archaeclogy || U'rench corner - OSQW 424.60 |1 -397.05( 991.64
2006-03-28 | Archacology | Trench corner 04 |03/15 i 42548 || -396.76| 991.23
2006-03-28 || Archaeology | Trench corner 3 ()5(33/1/—5‘ T 424 87 | -39799] 991.56
2006-03-28 || Archaeology || Trench corner 06 (|03/15 I ) 42582 |[-397.71) 991.16
2006-03-28 | Archaeology || Trench corner A 070W e 42518 || -398.99| 99154
2006-03-28 || Archacology || Trench corner 08 |03/15 I 426,15 (| -398.67| 991.08
2006-03-28 || Archaeology || Trench corner 1 09 @19 42547 || -399.96( 991.54
2006-03-28 || Archaeology || Trench corner 10 [[03/15 42647 || -399.66| 990.99
2006-03-28 || Archacology | Trench corner 11]03/15 425.80 || -400.90| 991.42
2006-03-28 || Archaeology || Trench corner 12 ]03/15 426,73 |[ -400.61] 99098
2006-03-28 || Archaeology || Trench corner c i3 @ 42427 | -399.25] 991.9]
2006-03-28 || Archaeology || Trench corner 1411 03/15 . 424.58 |[-400.221 991.83
2006-03-28 | Archazology | Trench corner 15 (‘)5:’_]‘33 ”'_‘b 426,15 | -391.13 ]| 991.50
2006-03-28 || Archaeology || Trench corner 16 (03/13 42578 |[-390.21|| 991.49
2006-03-28 | Archagology || Trench corner 17 103/13 42490 || -390.59( 991.48
2006-03-28 || Archacology || Trench comer 18 403/13 42522 [ -391.52 99146
2006-03-28 | Archazology |[ Trench corner 19 @ . & 411.55 [[-376.97( 991.96
2006-03-28 || Archaeology || Trench corner 20§03/12 41051 |[-377.09] 99194
2006-03-28 | Archaeology || Trench corner 21]03/12 41134 | -375.94| 991.94
2006-03-28 || Archacology || Trench corner 22 ||03/12 410.34 || -376.16( 991.92
2006-03-28 | Archaeology i Trench corner 23|03/18 405.55 || -353.15% 993.06
2006-03-28 || Archaeology (| Trench corner 24 1(03/18 404.58 [-353.52{ 993.03
2006-03-28 | Archaeology (| Trench corner 25 ¢03/18, —— 40525 || -352.284% 993.13
2006-03-28 | Archaeology || Trench corner 26 (03/18 404.27 §-352.63] 993.06
2006-03-28 || Archaeology (| Trench corner 2740317 ~—— - - 392.80 | -347.31| 992.41
2006-03-28 § Archaeology || Trench corner 28 0317 39228 | -346.44| 992.38
2006-03-28 || Archacology || Trench corner 29 1103/17 391.86 | -347.741 99224
2006-03-28 || Archaeology f Trench corner 300317 39147 | -34693) 99225
2006-03-28 | Archagology {§ Trench corer 31j03/19 370.78 §-330.05( 99222
2006-03-28 | Archaeology [ Trench corner 3203119 371.07 | -329.188 992314
2006-03-28 || Archacology || Trench corner 33 @‘__—__{3 370.14 |} -328.84| 992.33
2006-03-28 | Archaeology || Trench corner 34 |[03/19 369.84 | -329.771 99219
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10 Associated points

Page |
Date | Feature | Class Sub-class | ¥ | Description North | East Elev
2006-04-07 | Archacology || Trench corner T HoD03/11 N 41149 | -400.40] 993.78
2006-04-07 | Archacology || Trench comer 02 103711 NE 411.09 1 -399.48 [ 993.80
2006-04-07 | Archaeology || T'rench corner 0503721 371.74 || -327.22 992.73
2006-04-07 | Archaeology j Trench corner 06 [|03/21 37081 | -32693] 992.68
2006-04-07 || Archaeology § I'rench corner A 07 103/21 NE 372.09 | -326.25] 992.94
2006-04-07 || Archaeotogy || Trench corner 08 103721 371.09 | -32598( 992.85
2006-04-07 || Archaeology || Trench corner 09 [03/21 37237 ||-325.34] 993.05
2006-04-07§ Archacology | Trench corner i5 0321 SE 37140 [|-325.04[ 99312
2006-04-07 {| Archagology || Trench corner 110321 372.59 |[-324.47| 993.23
2006-04-07 [t Archacology | Trench corner 03/21 37067 |[-324.00 ] 993.31
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20 Associated points

Page 1
¢ /'_[E
%
Date i Feature | Class Sub-class | # | Description North | East Elev| *8
2006-03-24 || Archaeclogy || Trench comer E (,15 03/11 e 40790 | -401.80) 99292 W
2006-03-24 || Archaeology || Trench comer /_\, 163 03/11 A 406.44 | -403.591 992, 22@
2004-03-24 || Archaeology i Trench corner 4]0z L'/('\ 404.19 [ -403.34) 991.76
2006-03-24 | Archaeology || Trench corner 163 03/11 403.84 [ -402.41 991 .83
2006-03-24 || Archaeology lf Trench corner B 162303/11 405.63 || -401.69| 992.37]| 4,1 %
2006-03-24 || Archaeology |[ {'rench comer c ’161. 3/11 406.10  -402.66| 9923554 ?rﬁ
2006-03-24 || Archaeology | Trench corner D (r160003/11 406.58 | 40129] 992.64] = ‘i
7006-03-24 ) Archacology || Trench corner 1591 03/11 306,08 |-40225] 99263 3 2
2006-03-24 || Archacology | Trench corner 158[|053/11 407.47 || -400.921 992.80 B
2006-03-241 Archaeology | Trench corner 166403/11 405.46 1| -403.96( 491.94 ﬁj&’)ﬁ
2006-03-24 | Archacology || Trench corner 156]03/11 20836 | 200341 o037~ 9924
2006-03-24 || Archaeology || Trench corner 'F‘_ [(145315031’11 408.76 [ -401.50 993.]-9 23
2006-03-24 || Archacology || Trench corner 154)103/11 40930 || -400.20| 993.46 ’
| 2006-03-24 | Archacology [ Trench corner G @tmm 40973 |-401.15] 993.49
¥2()0(3—03-24 Archaeology || Trench comer 152]|03/11 410.28 § -399.80| 99368
| 2006_—_0’3-24 Archasology | Trench comer J:} 1—5]‘ _23/1 1 410,63 |[ 40072 993,70
2006-03-24 | Archaeology || Trench cortier 150]03/16 421.82 | -417.40[ 990 83 W
2006-03-24 & Archaeology || Trench corner I49F’63/@ R 421,51 | 41645] 99095 }JE
2006-03-24 || Archacology || Trench corner 148 03/16 42247 § 41601 990.91 5&:
- N .
2006-03-24 1 Archacology | Trench corner ‘!47 W3/ 16 42280 | -417.035 990.82 SW
1 '
1 ' Fex 1
"’-'--—‘--—‘
1S3 ““—aﬁ—-ﬂ' ISk LJA
1SS 1 \SL



S-012

" D _H_E

S-007

S-006

S-008

S-009

7]

05

S-010

S-002

o8
09

94
a3

i



INTERNAL ERROR - FALSE

PQSITION

SYSTEM

LINE

VERSION

1 0x2070eb% (34016953)
T HBFW/xL image
1 485

I QPDL 1.28 12-20-2004

- o

U\\ KT D

X
3y
X

b

o
ms
N



£
I
15z

ﬂs%l Ex
993%%
(,1413 ¢
A
~
\'\

FEE=P3
&1
93
e
X\
N;)
i\




	EPV 024 Cagnato Field Notes 2006
	Recommended Citation

	tmp.1646650668.pdf.fejys

