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Excavator #%5&
Structure 53 (5&6a)

Structure SZ(Esa) is  the northernmost construction in &

complex, multi-structuwre group.. Later. clearing of the structure .

wposed about 9594, leaving only the final additions  to . the main

~structure . unclear.. Structure  33(56a&) is orientated. 72 degrees .

east of north, with basal dimensions measuring S5.2x5.4m. These . -

platform facingdstand.. between 0.3m and Q0.7m high supporting two
raised platforns. The eastern platform measured S5.2x2.4m and is
slightly lower (O.1lm) . than its counterpart to the west.. It is a
large, open area with only & short wall. stub jutting out 1.0m

~fraom .. the . southern. platform facing. . . The interior. surface
consisted of hard packed earth tending up to all.but the last
1.4m of. the room. = The final  1.4m area consisted of  a raised

stone filled area which may have been the remains of a bench.
Access to this room was gained through & 0.7m long entry stons on
the southwest corner of the platform.

The raised platform on the western side of Str.33(54a) was a
long and narrow room which. measured S9.2x1.3m. This platform was
divided into at least. two distinct areas. The first area,
located  adjacent to the southern platform facing. measured
0.8x1.3m. The second area abutted the first area to the north

and meas%{qkﬂl.ﬁx om.  The final measurements for the second
area w&E___gggQ;g;im he. completely determind due to a waterline

which cut a near-meter-wide swath across the sast/west axis of

marked by subsuqiﬁue walls, while the  northernmost space  also
utilized a cobblg stone surface.. :

A later addition off of the smuthwestern side of Str.33(58a)
probably connected it to Str.53(56b). This addition consisted of
a 4.0m long east/west platform facing which interdigitated with &

- the  structure. ® The goundaries, for both of these areas were.

S.6m long north/south  platform facing. - Access up onto  this

raised surface area was gained through l.1m long entry feature in
the southwestern arsa of the structure. :

Earlier constructions were partially buried by the later
construction of the main structuwre. The southern portion of one
such prior structure was later . incorporated into the main
structure. This earlier construction consisted of  a 2.7m  arda
which was enclosed on at least two sides by western. (Z.7m) and
southern (4.3m) platform facings. Cobble stones were laid down
in the open areas around the arc creating a somewhat smooth patio
area between its  southern facing and the southern facing of the
main structure. This cobble surface rested 0.%m below the

-southern platform facing of the main. structure. . A multi-

component entry featuwe provided access to this area from the

east. The top entry feature was 1.5m wide while bottom portion.

of the entry feature was only 0.%9m wide. Three steps rose 0.3m
to make a level entrv onto the patio surface.

At 1east two other earlier constructions were overrun by the
main. 8Str.33(56a). All  that @ remained. of one was & S.9m
north/qout wgll of+f the eastern side of the main structure. The

other over ‘~ structure extended partially bevond  the northerhm.
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edge of the main structure. Two northern walls protruded 1.25m
beyond Str.53%(56a) where they integrated with a 2.75m east/westh
wall. It is presumed that this part of earlier construction was
buried under fill by the later phases of construction. .

West of this zmall protruded structure and off the northwest
Ccorner of  Str.93(56a) a small midden was located. It roughly
measured  2mel.Smx0.3m and was o densely filled with artifacts
that hardly any  dirt was excavated. . This midden may well prove
to be the best indicator of function for Str.53(56a). Other than
this small midden, artifact reoovery was not sceedingly high.
Manos, mgtates, and obsidian were found along with the pottery,

- however, . some areas produced  large guantities of snail shells.

These shells in can{&gatiqﬂ gith low numbers of artifacts and
large open spaces d&aw—é@%&—%#%%ﬁ%%£~$gea~a£.,a production area,

pointing more toward a residential living space.
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