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Anthropology 42
Spring, 1993~ "~
Final Exam Study Questions

The final exam will consist solely, completely, and entirely of one question chosen from the
list provided below. In order to avoid undue stress and anxiety, I will choose the query
which appears on the exam. When preparing your answers be certain to take into account
the several parts of multi-part questions. Good luck! ‘

1.) Define ’revitalization movements’, being sure to specify the conditions which give rise to
these cultural processes. Now, compare and contrast revitalization movements among the
Cheyenne and Iroquois, what contributed to the success of one and the difficulties
experienced by the other? Could the elaboration of the potlatch among southern Kwakiutl
people in the period from 1849-1921 be considered a revitalization movement? Why or why
not? Finally (yes, finally) can the American Indian Movement of the last several decades be
considered a revitalization movement? Why or why not?

2.) Changes experienced by Native American peoples since Euroamerican contact might best
be seen as creative reposonses to problems and opportunities provided by those contacts. In
what ways can modifications in Iroquois, Cheyenne, and southern Kwakiutl cultures be
described and explained in these terms? What problem and opportunities for culture change
confronted these cultures and how did they adapt to them? (Consider the Iroquois up through
Handsome Lake’s Gawiio movement, the Cheyenne up to the reservation period, and the
Kwakiutl up to 1921).

3.) It is probably fair to say that the western education system has failed Native Americans
fairly consistently for at least a century. While consistency is much valued in some quarters
it has certainly wrought considerable hardship in this case. Pretend for, oh, let’s say, 2
hours, that you are in charge of education on all the reservations in the U.S. and Canada and
have unlimited funds and freedom to modify the existing system. Assume also, while we’re
at this, that you are going to start your reforms on the Iroquois, Cheyenne, and southern
Kwakiutl reservations. What would you do? (Hint: Start out by defining general problems
with the existing system; move on to specifying general goals for reservation education; and
then discuss the particular cultural setting of each new, *model school", how you will
attempt to accomplish general educational goals in different specific settings suited to each of
these cultures). Yes, this is an open-ended question with no right answer (at least, none of
which I am aware). Nevertheless, it is important not to let yourself float freely off to
pontification land but, instead, to ground your answer in concrete information concerning
these distinctive tribes and Native American education.
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