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( SEXCAVATION OUTLINE

When talking notes on a trench keeo the followina pointes in
mino (anmd on paper). '

I. Note &all soil levels as seen in the trench wall.
. For each earth stratum note its:
1. color
2. texture (e.g.. sanav, clavevy. coarse, fine)
2. hardness (soft to trowel., easv to trowel. etc...)
4, contents (e.qg., containe large amounts of small
stones, sherde. roote., etc...)

E. In short. note what makes each level distinct from the

OthEl" . . s
C. Give each soil level a letter desionation starting from
. "A." which is &lwaves the humue horizon.

D. Give the order of stratigraphic succession of the
identified earth levels and their relation to uncovered
architecture (see below). -

I11. Thoroughly describe all architecture (e.qg.. walls. floors.
fill. etc...) uncovered in the trench.

A. Describe how it was constructed:

1. What corts of stones were used (e.q., river

{J) cobbles. cut blocks. chunks)

C a. Take measurements on stone sizes (length,
width and thickness where possible) for each
of the tvpes represented. cut blocks ve.
ccbbles vs. chunkse. Try to capture the full

‘ range of sice variation.

b. For cut bleocks, trv to identify the stone. I
you don’t know. collect a sample.

c. How were thecse stones emploved in
construction. i.e.. laid out in regular
courses, put in irreqularly., etc.: how were
stones of different types and sizes used in
relation to each other? For example, were
small stones used as chinkina to fill in the
interstices between larger cobbles?

E. Give the heights, widths, and, where poseible. the
orientationse (using & compass) of uncovered walls.

C. Epecify what =01l levels the architectural units relate
to. 1.€.. what soil level (s) does a wall rest on or ing
what soil level (s) bury it?

D. Describe the horizonteal and wvertical stratiaranhic
relationships betweern &all uncovered architecture and so1l
levels.

E. Draw & sketch. in your notes, to illustrate the above
points., and to back-up the sections or other drawings.

, 1. & head-on view of & wall., for example. to show how

( it wes constructed.

Z. & view lcokinag down from above to show how the

architecturel units are horizontallv related,



measuring the distances between units.

2. a view from the side showing the stratigraphic
relationship between architectural units and earth
strata.

- 4. The goal of these drawings is to show how all of
the features uncovered in vour trench fit together
horizontally and vertically. Without this data it
15 1mposcsible to determine the form of buildings or
cseguences of occupation. Formal. exact drawings of
each trench will supplement vour notes.

F. Describe the state of preservation of architecture and
1ndicate env disturbances to architecture or earth
levels. Fay particular attention to disturbances which

may affect intempretations of teatures. €.q0.. rodent
burrows, roots., which may have resulted in mixing
.€arrlier and lster materiale.

I111. Be sure to name all architec;ural features and put these
names on vour sketches. ) .

IV. When describing structure walls note how far tumble extends
away from construction and in what soil level(s) 1t is found.
A. Fut the tumble in vour sketch .section.
E. Be sure to note its stratigraphic relation to
architecture. The base of tumble is a good indicator of
the location of ancient around surface.

V. Give excavation trench dimensions, form, and depth at various
points below ground surface. B

VIi. When defining lots be sure to:
A. give the lot’s horizontal location with respect to such
features as excavation pit walls and/or architectural
units .
E. give the lot’s vertical location, e.g.., how far
below ground surface and where this measurement was
taken., and/or how far below some relatively fixed
architectural feature and where on that feature the
measurement was taken. ,
C. In both cases. indicate where the lot begins and ends
and how it relates to other adjacent lots in the trench,
D. Indicate why the lot was defined in this way,. i.e.. what
is its depocitional significance--fill, terminal
occupation debrie in primary context, etc...
E. Indicate, if possible, what soil 1level(s) the lot falls
within. .
vViIi. Indicate any pertinent data not covered above. e.Q.,
evidence of bajareque concentrations 1n the trench wall, the
presence of sherd concentrations and their relation to
architecture. and/or tumble.
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