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Naco Valley Frojiect Objiectives: 1?8é Season

The following is & brief list of our objectives during the
1988 season of the Naco Valley Archaeological Froject.

Survey 0Objectives:

i. To locate, map, and thoroughly record the following:
a., £11 extant =itez or their remains within the
previously unsurveved 2 kmZ2 zone surrounding and
including the masior center of La Sierra.
b. Sites within unsurveyed sections ot the Nacg Valley
toth east and west of the Rioc Chamelecon. ‘
c. Sites within the narrow valley immesgiately east ot
the MNaco VYalley which is so far largely unsurvevyed.
d. ®itez & <=sample of the veges bordering the Rio
Chamelecon as it flows northeast towards the Sula
Flzin.

S. Ultimately this work ie designed to:
a. Yield data on ancient and earlv historic settlement
form and distributicon in the Naco Vallevy ang its '
immediate environs, supplementing dats gathered in
1975-1979 by F. Urkan
b. Assess of the degree of site destruction within
the area., its causes and the likelihood of site
destruction inm the futures;
c. Add to the existing inventorvy of sites prepared by
the Instituto Hondureno de Antropologia & Historia.

Hcavation Objectives:

1. To understand ancient lifeways at the major center of La
Sierra, we will carry out horizontal excavations to expose
terminal architectural form and associated artifact deposits.

2. To reconstruct La Sierra’s developmental traiectory,
i.e., when it was Ffirst occupied. began its ricee to regional
preeminence, collapsed, and so forth, we will deeply probe
stratified deposits, e.g., middens. Fecause large platforms
tended to grow by accretion we will, where possible, conduct a
few of probes into platform fill in search of datable earlier
constructions. All of this work will done in consultation with
" IHAH representatives and only structures with poorly preserved
terminal architecture will be so0 tested. Every eftort will be
made to leave undamaged construction featuwres undisturbed.

F. To better understand ancient population and &ctivity
distributions within the Naco Valley we will conduct limited test

wcavations in sites awav from the La Sierra Main Group. These

will be small trenches designed to vpose limited segments of
terminal platform architecture and retrieve artifact samples for
dating final occcupations. Fromising primary artifact deposits

found on and around structures will be pursued for information on
activities, though no trenching into architectural +ill 1is
anticipated in these sites.

4. To understand the form and developmental history of the
Late Freclassic valley center of Santo Domingo we wWill excavate
on and around its massive structures, exposing terminal form and



associated artifact deposits. As with La Sierra. limited probing
of the architectural Fill of large structures will be carried
out, in consultation with IHAH reprezentatives, to search for
early, buried constructions. Once again, only structures with
poorly preserved terminal architecture will be so tested.

5. We will conduct a program of systematic test pitting away
from and between mound groups in the La Sierra zone to test for
activitvy areas not associated with visible platforms (the
"invisible universe'").

6. In order to ensure the continued preservation of all
investigated structures. each scavation will be backfilled
thoroughly and completely after investigation. Unfilled trenches
left open circe 1977 at La Sierra and. where feasible. looter’s
pits, will &lso be completely backfilled to consolidate damaged
structures. The same will be done, where possible, at other
investigated sites.

Laboratory Objectives:

i. In order +to date vcavated deposits, ceramice from a
sample of excavation contexts will be analvzed using Urban’s 1979
type-variety categories &as subseguently refined at various IHAH-
sponsored ceramics conferences held since then. The analveis of
carbon samples in the United Etates will complement ceramic
dates, as will obsidian hvdration studies.

. To reconstruct ancient interaction patterns between the
Naco Valley and surrounding regions stvlistic attributes of the
ceramics will be studied and compared with other assemblages.
Source analyses of small obsidian and pottery samples will
supplement this investigation.

3. In order to reconstruct ancient activity patterns
attention will be paid to the analysis of pottery vessel form and
size. and the distribution of stone tools of different tvypes.

4. Excavated floral and faunal remains will be identified in
the field and selected matrices will be +flotation processed:
collected samplesz will be identified in the United States.

9. To reconstruct ancient patterns of production and
distribution of goods we will try to identifv differential
distribution of activities among contemporary valley sites of
different sizes and levels of complexity.

6. Basic analvses of many of these data categories will be
conducted in Honduras: further studies of distributions will be
pursued using the computer in the United States.

Ultimately, results of swvey, excavation. and laboratory
work will complement data gathered by F. Urban in 1975-1979 and
help us address basic questions such as the level of
sociopolitical complexity achieved by prehistoric Naco Valley
residents, the developmental history of that complexity. the
range of contacts maintained by inhabitants, &and their changes
through time.



EXCAVATION OUTLINE

When taking notes on a trench keeo the following points in
mind (and on paper).

I. Note all soil levels as seen in the trench wall.
. For each earth stratum note ites:
1. color
Z. texture (e.g.. sandy, clavey, coarse, fine)
Z. hardness (soft to trowel, easv to trowel., etc...)
4, contents f{(e.g., contains large amounts of small
stones, sherds, roots. etc...)
E. In short., note what makes each level distinct from the
other.
C. Give each soil level & letter designation starting from
"a," which is always the humus horizon.
D. Give the order of stratigraphic succession of the
identified earth levels and their relation to uncovered

architecture (see below).

II1. Thoroughly describe all architecture (e.g.. walls., floors,
fill. etc...?) uncovered in the trench.

A. Describe how it was constructed:

1. What =sorts of stones were used (e.g., river
cobbles, cut blocks. chunks)

a. Take measurements on stone sizes (lenagth,
width and thickness where possible) for each
of the types represented. cut blocks ve.
cobbles vs. chunks. Try to capture the full
range of size variation.

b. For cut blocks, trv to identify the stone. If
vou don’t krnow. collect a sample.

c. How were these stones emploved in
construction. i.e., laid out in regular
couwrses, put in irregularly. etc.: how were
stones of different types and sizes used in
relation to each other? For example, were
small etones used as chinking to i1l in the
interstices between larger cobbles?

B. Give the heights, widths, and, where possible, the
orientations (using a compass) of uncovered walls.

C. Specify what soil levels the architectural units relate
to, i.e.. what soil level(s) does a wall rest on or ing
what s0il level (s) bury it?

D. Describe the horizontal and vertical stratigraphic
relationships between &ll uncovered architecture and soil
levels.

E. Draw a sketch. in your notes., to illustrate the above
points, and to back-up the sections or other drawings.

1. & head-on view of & wall., for example., to show how
it was constructed.

2. a view looking down from above to show how the
architectural units are horizontallv related,



measuring the distances between units.

Z. a view from the sidé showing the stratigraphic
relationship between architectural unite and earth
strata.

4. The goal of these drawings is to show how all of
the features uncovered in yvour trench fit together
horizontally and vertically. Without this data it
is impossible to determine the form of buildings or
sequences of occupation. Formal., vact drawinas of
each trench will supplement yvour notes.

F. Describe the state of preservation of architecture and
indicate anv disturbances to architecture or earth
levels. Fay particular attention to disturbances which
may affect interpretations of features., €.g0.. rodent
burrows., roots. which may have resulted in mixing
garlier and lster materials.

I111. Be csure to name all architectural features and put these
names on vouwr sketches.

IV. When describing structure walls note how far tumble extends
away from construction and in what soil level(s) it is found.
A. Fut the tumble in vour sketch section.
E. Be sure to note its stratigraphic relation to
architecture. The base of tumble is & good indicator of
the location of ancient around surface.

V. Give excavation trench dimensions. form, and depth at various
points below around surface.

VI. When defining lots be sure to:

A. give the lot’s horizontal location with respect to such
features as excavation pit walle and/or architectursal
units

B. give the lot's vertical location. e.g.. how far
below ground surface and where this measurement was
taken. and/or how far below some relatively fixed
architectural feature and where on that feature the
measurement was taken.

C. In both cases., indicate where the lot begins and ends
and how it relates to other adjacent lots in the trench.

D. Indicate why the lot was defined in this way, i.e.. what
is ite depositional significance——fill, terminal
occupation debris in primary context, etc...

E. Indicate, if possible. what soil level(s) the lot falls
within. . '

VII. Indicate any pertinent data not covered above. e.0..
evidence of bajaregue concentrations in the trench wall, the
presence of sherd concentrations and their relation to
architecture, and/or tumble.
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A

CATALOGUE CARDS.

Catalogue Number: Fut the full number here.
Substance: What is it made of. ceramic. stone., shell etc.
Objiect: One or two word description.
Catalogue Number: Fut full number under this column.
Catalogued bv: FPut vour field number here.
Fhoto/Drawing Number: if a photo is taken or a drawing is made
elsewhe?e then on the back of the card note the number and
location. ’
Full Description: This means just what it sounds like. The best
way to look at it is that vou (or anvbody else) may never see
this piece again so write it such that the piece can be
visualized. '

Be sure to include:

-Faste Texture

-Vigible Incluéions

-Size {(measure if possible)

-Colors, which colors predominate, relative

frequency by color, etc.
-Abundance/Frequency, are there alot or not

-Are they visible on the surface or only on the
break.

-Firing Core, ves or no

~-8ize and location in the sherd ( ie central or
all the way to one side).
Fa

~Hardness., subjective and use the Moh's Scale rocks.

' -Color, for the paste interior and exterior but not
the firing core (colors are taken +from the Munsell
book) :

~Is there any evidence of fireclouding or burning on
the surface.

%,y —~If applicable are there any handle or support scars
w.and what shape of appendage is it (ie tube or strap,
nubbin orshollow).

“

o l
S A
¥

e




-Suwrface Finish

-Is it smooth. rough, burnished

-Are there inclusions Visiblevoﬁ the sﬁkfaég&j:
-Is the finish the same on all sides. -
~-Decoration
-Is there a paint or slip.
-Color (From Munsell)
-How much of the sherd does it cover. =
~-Is there a pattern or design.
~Is it eroding.
~-Are there in;isons, appligues, modeligg;
~What are they like. where aré they.
For Incision:
-What is the pattern and placement.
dme -Was it made in wet or dry clay (if vou can teli).
-Is it made by single . or multi prong ihplamentv
~How deep and wide is it. |
For Appligue and Modeling:

~Is it hand or mold made.

-Is it applied o pulled out of the surface.

-What does it look like, what are the Détterns or
discernable featuwres. :

-Lithics . : < %

- o L .

" ~Note if there is evidence of use, retnuch,orﬁwea(.
-Is it broken or complete.

~-Manos and Matates

e —Include evidence of use/wear

-Cross sectional shape




-Are there feet
-Relative sire

EBe as complete as possible. FPe sure to include colors and
measurements (length, width, thickness. diameter). If vou are in
doubt about including something the answer is probably YES, but
feel free to ask. ‘

If vou are not sure what kind of artifact it is., what kind of
material etc. ask. I would rather tell vou now then find it
missing or wrong later. Also it is the only way you are going to
learn.

A drawing or sketch will go on the back of the card. This should

be done in pencil. It should include measurements. Be sure to

note what scale it is drawn to. Back. front and side views
(profiles) should be made as applicable to show the featurss of
the piece. Thev should be labeled as to what view they are.
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