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Naco Valley Froject Objectives: 1988 Season

The following is & brief list of our objectives during the
1988 season of the Naco Valley Archaeological Froiect.

Survey 0Objectives:

1. To locate, map, and thoroughly record the following:
S £11 extant sites or their remains within the
previously unsurvevyed 2 kEm2 zone surrounding and
including the msior center of La Sierra.
b. Sites within unsurveved sections ot the Maco Vallev
both east and west of the Rio Chamelecon.
c. Sites within the narrow vallev immeciately east of
the Maco Yalley which is s0 ftar largely unsurveyed.
d. Sitez a sample of the vegas bordering the Rio
Chamelecon as it Flows northeast towards the Sula
Flainm. ‘

S. Ultimately this work is desigrned to: :
&. Yield data on ancient and early historic settlement
form and distribution in the Naco Vallev and its
immediate environs, supplementing dats ogathered in
1975-1%97% by F. Urbar
b. Assess of the degree of site destruction within
the area, its causes and the likelihood of site
destruction in the future;
c. Add to the existing inventory of sites prepared by
the Instituto Hondureno de Antropologia & Historia.

Excavation Objectives: .

1. To understand ancient lifewavs at the major center of La
Sierra, we will carry out haorizontal excavations to expose
terminal architectural form and associated artifact depozits.

2. To reconstruct La Sierra’s developmental trajectory,
i.e.. when it was Ffirst occupied, began its rise to regional
preeminence, collapsed, and so forth, we will deeply probe
stratified deposits., e.g.. middens. Eecause large platforms
tended to grow by accretion we will, where possible, conduct-a
few of probes into platform fill in search of datable esarlier
constructions. All of this work will done in consultation with

" IHAH representatives and only structures with poorly preserved

terminal architecture will be so tested. Every effort will be
made to leave undamaged construction features undisturbed.

F. To better understand ancient population and activity
distributipns within the HNaco Valley we will conduct limited test
excavations in sites awav from the La Sierra Main Group. These

will be emall trenches designed to xpose limited segments of
terminal platform architecture and retrieve artifact samples for
dating final occupations. Fromising primary artifact deposits

found on and around structures will be pursued for information on
activities., though no trenching into architectural +ill is
anticipated 'in these sites.

4: To understand the form and developmental history of the
Late Freclassic valley center of Santo Domingo we wWill excavate
on and around its massive structures., euposing terminal form and



associated artifact deposits. As with La Sierra, limited probing
of the architectural +fill of large structures will be carried
cut, in consultation with IHAH representatives., to search for
early, buried constructions. Unce again, only structures with
poorly preserved terminal architecture will be so tested.

. We will conduct a program of systematic test pitting away

from and between mound groups in the La Sierra zone to test for

activity arsas not associated with visible platforms (the

"invisible universe"). .

b. In order to ensure the continued preservation of all
invesztigated structures., each dcavation will be backfilled
thoroughly and completely after investigation. Unfilled trenches
ieft open since 1977 at La Sierra and, where feasible, looter’s
pits, will &lsoc be completely backfilled to consclidate damaged
structures. The same will be done, where possible., at other
investigated sites.

Laboratory Objectives:

1. In order +to date excavated deposits. ceramices from a
sample of excavation contexts will be analvzed using Urban®s 1979
type-variety categories &s subseguently refined at various IHAH-
sponsaored ceramics conferences held since then. The analvsis of
carbon samples in the United States will complement ceramic
dates, as will obsidian hvdration studies.

2. To reconstruct ancient interaction patterns between the
Naco VYalley and surrounding redions stvlistic attributes of the
ceramics will be studied and compared with other assemblages.
Souwrce analyses of small obsidian and pottery samples will
supplement this investigation.

3. In order +to reconstruct ancient activity patterns
attention will be paid to the analvsis of pottery vessel form and
size, and the distribution of steone tools of different tvypes.

4. Euxcavated floral and faunal remains will be identified in
the field and selected matrices will be flotation processed:
collected samples will be identified in the United States.

. To reconstruct ancient patterns of production and
distribution of goods we will try to identifv differential
distribution of activities among contemporary valley sites of
different sizes and levels of complexity.

6. Basic analvses of many of these data categories will be
conducted in Honduras: further studies of distributions will be
pursued using the computer in the United States.

Ultimately, results of survey, xcavation, and laboratory
work will complement data gathered by F. Urban in 1973-197%9 and
help us address basic questions such as the level of

sociopolitical complexity achieved by prehistoric Naco Valley
residents, the developmental history of that complexity. the
range of contacts maintained by inhabitants., and their changes
through time.



I. Note

II.
fill.

EXCAVATION OUTLINE

When taking notes on a trench keeo the followina points in
mind (and on opaper).

él

all soil levels as seen in the trench wall.
For each earth stratum note its:
i. color
2. texture (&.Q.. sandy, clavevy, coarse, fine)
3. hardness (soft to trowel. easv to trowel, etc...)
4. contents (e.g., contains large amounts of small’
stones, csherds., roots. etc...) :
In short., note what makes each level dietinct from the
other.
Give each soil level a letter designation starting from
"A," which is always the humus horizon.
Give the order of stratigraphic succession of the
identified earth levele and their relation to uncovered
architecture (see below).

Thoroughly describe all architectwre (e.q., walls, floors,
etc...) uncovered in the trench.

A.

Describe how it was constructed:
1. What sorts of stones were used (e.g.. river
cobbles, cut blocks. chunks)

a. Take measurements on stone sizes (length,
width and thickness where possible) for each
of the types represented. cut blocks ve.
cobbles vs. chunks. Try to capture the full
range of size variation.

b. For cut blocks, trv to identifvy the stone. If
yvou don"t know. collect a sample.

c. How were these stones emploved in
construction, i.e., laid out in regular
courses, put in irregularly., etc.:; how were
stones of different types and sizes used in
relation to each other? For example, were
small stones used as chinking to fill in the
interstices between larger cobbles?

Give the heights, widths., and, where possible, the
orientations (using a compass) of uncovered walls.
Specify what scil levels the architectural units relate
to., i.e.. what soil level(s) does a wall rest on or ing
what sopil level(s) bury it?
Describe the horizontal and vertical stratiagraphic
relationships between &ll uncovered architecture and soil
levels.
Draw a sketch. in youwr notes., to illustrate the above
points, and to back—-up the sections or other drawings.
1. & head-on view of & wall, for example, to show how
it was constructed.
2. a view looking down from above to show how the
architectural units are horizontally related,

4
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measuring the distanceg between units.

Z. a view from the side showing the stratigraphic
relationship between architectural units and earth
strata.

4. The goal of these drawings is to show how all of
the features uncovered in vour trench fit toogether
horizontally and verticslly. Without this datzs it
is impossible to determins the form of buildings or
seqguences of occupation. Formal., exact drawings of
each trench will supplemsnt vour notes.

F. Describe the state of preservation of architecture and
indicate anmv disturbances to architecture or earth
levels. Fay particular attention to disturbances which
may affect interpretations of f+eatures. e.q.. rodent
burrows, roots. which may have resulted in mixing
earlier and later materials.

I111. Be csure to name all architectural features and put these
names on vouw shketches.

IV. When describing structwre walls note how far tumble extends
away from construction and in what soil level(s) it is found.
A. Fut the tumble in your sketch section.
BE. BHe sure to note its stratigraphic relation to
architecture. The base of tumble is & good indicator of
the location of ancient around surface.

V. Give excavation trench dimensions, form, and depth at various
points below ground suface.

VI. When defining lots be sure to:

A. give the lot’s horizontal location with respect to such
features as excavation pit walls and/or architectural
units

EB. give the lot’s vertical location. e.g.. how far
below ground surface and where this measurement was
taken., and/or how far below some relatively fixed
architectural feature and where on that feature the
measurement was taken.

C. In both cases, indicate where the lot begins and ends
and how it relates to other adiacent lotz in the trench.

D. Indicate why the lot was defined in this wayv. i.e.. what
is its depositional significance-—fill, terminal
occupation debris in primary context, etca..a.

E. Indicate, if possible. what soil level (s) the lot falls
within. :

VII. Indicate any pertinent data not covered above., e&.0.,
evidence of bajaregue concentrations in the trench wall, the
presence of sherd concentrations and their relation to
architecture, and/or tumble.
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" CONTRATO

P

Direccién: “VILLA ROY"
Tegucigalpa, D. C., Honduras, C. A.
TELEFONO: 22 -3470
APARTADO 1518

STIGACION UEOLOGICA CELEBRADO ENTRE EL LICENCIADO VICTOR CONCEPC CRUZ
REYES COMO REPRESENTANTE DEL INST ITUTO HONDURERO DE ANTROPOLOGIA E gxsronm Y Lh

DO PAT. CIAANNURBANENREPRESEMACIONEL’ENYON COLLEGEEN
GAMBIER, OHIO, U Se Ao

Nosotros, Victor CpncepciSn Cruz :Acyes, mayor de eded, casado, Liccnﬂiaéo en
Historias, vecino de la ciudad ée Tegucigeslpa, con Torjete dGe Icentidad Nv. 0101=C3=
01619, Impuesto vaecinsl No, 046709, Impucsto sobre le Rents No. 0064755 y Registrd
pributario Nacional No, !IiFOl=9, actuando en su condicisn de CGerente y en Repre=
sontacién legal del Instituto Hondurefio do intropologia e Historia, en adalante lla=
mado " EL INSTITUTO “ por una paerte y por 1a otra le Doctora FATRICI: 2NN URBIN,
mayor de eded, casada, Doctora en Argqueologia vecina de 1z ciudad Ge cambier, Chio
. S. Re €On Pasaporte No. 080816244, &ctuando en su condicidn de Representante Legal
GelKENYON COLLE G E en Gambier Chio, U. S. &. jus €n adelante se llamaxé
" £I INVESTIGADOR", hemos convenido en celebrar, comd el efacto celebramos, el pre-
sonte CONTRATO DE INVESTIGACION ARQUEOLOGICAH, para la realizacibn del Froyecto Arqueo=
' J6gico N A C O, Cortés, Repfivlica da Honduras. Los trabajos de este Iroyecto se raas
lizarsn por las dos partes de conformidad con las Clféusulas siguientes:

PRIMERA: OBJETO DEL CONTRATO : Basfndose en el CONVENIO de Asistencia Reciproca cele=
brado entre @ Kenyon,. College dc Gembier, Chio, Ue S. A. y el Instituto Bondurefio de.

_ IMntropologfa e Historia, el 13 de Enero de 1988 y v&lido hasta el 13 de Enero de
A 1890, sa elabora el presente CONTRATO para que el Investigador realice las activida=

. des que forman parte del Programa de Trabajo propuasto por €1 y aprobado por el

®INSTITUTO". .

a) Reconocimiento de la zona y mapas de todas las estructuras en el sitio do la
Sierra y alrededores.

b) Excavacmnes en estructuras selectcs, una vez de acuerdd con LEL INSTITUTO todo
caso, EL IIWESTIGA OR goré responscble por la consolidccidn minuciosa de las
estructuras excavadas. )

©) Reconociniento y pozos de sondeo a 10 largo del Rfo ChamelecSn entrc los Valles
de Naco y Sula. :

“V CENTENARIO DEL DESCUBRIMIENTO DE AMERICA ENCUENTRO DE DOS MUNDOS”. — 1492-1992

v
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SEGUNDA.DURECION: E1 praesente CONTRATO endrd una duracifn de un &fio, & part.r dal
15 ds Enero de 1988 &1 15 de Encro de 1989.

TERCERA. OBLIGACIONTS:

a) £l desarrollo del Programa serd financiado por el Xenyon College, en Gambier, Chio,
U. Se 2. 8 cuya cuenta correrin los costos de operacién

b) El personal del Proyecto laborarf bajo la direccién de “EL INVISTIGALOR" y de
acuerdd a las sctividades eceptedes por "cl INSTITUTO", pudiendo éste esignar
otras funcionas, siempre que estén dentro da las posibilidades. '

¢) "L INVESTIGADOR" es rosponcsizle por &lterecciones ¢l terreno y su Gevelucidn e
log propietaxios en condiciones eceptaobles ,

| ch) "CL INVZISTIGADOR® se compromete & no defier estructures aryuitectSnicas y otxos

inmuablas del sitio. Caso contrario, "EL INVCSTIGADOR" se sujetard e dictémen
del Departemento de Investigeciones ZntropolSgicas y a les consecuencias segln
la ley para la Proteceién del Patrironio culturel

d) purante su permanencia en Honduras, VEL INVSSTIGEDOR™ se dedicsrd exclusivamente
e la realizacidn da las actividades de este Proyacto.

e) Ios investigadores del Proyecto deberfn llensr los regquisitos establacidos por el
"INSTITUIO".

£) ®II INVESTIGADOR" notificars sl Departamento de Investigeci®nes Zntrofoldgicas
sobre las salidzs del pais, cuando requiera hacerlas.

g) “EL INVESTIGAIOR" entregard & le RéministreciSn de “EL INSTITUTO", la cantidad Ge
DOSCIENTOS LilMPIRAS EXBCTOS (L..200.00), por concepto de bodege y almacenaje del
matarisl encontrado.

CUARTA. LUGAR I'I TRABAJO, BUDL,

&) =i INVESTIGADOR™ desempefiard su trabajo en el valle de Naco, Lepartamento de
oortés y Sante Bdrbara.

b) Indlisgis en cofradia, Cortés

¢) Sa entiande que no podr4 laboraxr en zonas fuera de la esteblecida, excepto con
eutorizacidn explicita da “EL INSTITUTO".

ch) "EL INVESTIGADOR" se compromete ¢ velar por la saguridsd de los niswos, bejo
- condiciones aceptebles pare “ilL INITITUTOM. .

UINTA. NIVELES DE JIRMDIIR,

a) EL Proyecto ArgueolSgico Naco estd adscrito al meprrtamento de Investigaciones
antropoldgicas, con el cucl discutird y resolverd todo lo concerniente al
Proyecto, para su eprobacidn final por ":L INSTITUTO",
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b) El pepartamento de Imvestigecionss Antrupoligicas nombreré un Reprosentenic
para qua participe y vele por el cumplinmicntv de este JONTRAIO y de los leyes
ds Honduras.

BCXTA : INFORMTS.

a) Todos los informes sarén en su lengua materna y en espafiol.

b) "EL INVESTIGADOR" rendir8 informes twimestrales del avancae de sus labores

c) antes de salir del pefs vendiri un informa £inal preliminax.

ch) En caso que @l Pmyecto no continde, “IIL INVESSTIGADOR™ tenéz& un &flo pars rendir
el informas final.

'd) El Represantonte en el Proyacto enviar§ informes mensuales al fgpartanento de
Investigaciones AntropolSgicas sobre el daparrollo del Proyacto.

SEPTIMA: FROPIEDAD, CUSTCDIA Y DEPOSITO DE DOCUMENTOS.

a) 1og originales de lag notas de campo, dibujos, plands, nogativos, materiales
v todo documentd o testimonio producida o encontrado curante el proceso de
investigacisna son propiedad del Estsdo de Honduras, @ través de “EL INSTIITTO"

b) Bstos documentos y materiales no puofen sor duplicados ni salir del pafs, salvo
la entorizaci6n por escrito éc "LL INSYITUIO".

OCTAVA: PUGLICIDND, FONENCIAS ¥ PUBLICRCIONES.

a) Ni "ZL INVESTIGADOR® ni ningGn micmbro del Froyecto podrén pressntar & la Prensa '

y Televisifn o en Conferencia, Seminariosg, Simposios, Congresos, Tésis, etc.
resultadog del Fooyecto sin la autoricascidn escrita de “EL INSTITUTO".

b) "EL INSTITUTO" tendrd la exclusivided y los Cerechos de edicidn de las publici=
ciones finalag de las actividades dol iroycctd cn sus Sri:enos de divulgecidn.

c) Una voz £4inalizezdo el Proyecto, pora utilincr dotos obtenidos on el misio,
YEL INVESTIGAIOR" y cualguicr miembrd del Iroyecto debexén solicitar autorize-
cisn por escrito de "LL INSIPITUTO" y tendrin le obkligacifn de envicr copics
and: 3 coplzs de rrticulos en Revistas

3 copies de :ivrog Monogréficos

3 copian de Rocortes de PariSdicos

NOVENA : PROHIBYCTON:'S SOBRZ EL MATERIRL ENCONIRADO,

a) 1 se permitird la sclida éel gerritorio nacional del material obtenido en el
cuxso de las investigaciones, el cual doberd ser anzlizado dentro del pais.







b) s0lo en squellos casos en que s¢ nacesito el anflisic con técnices especicles
¥ qua no g pueda realiser en el pridpox: carecer del ejuipo necaesarid se
pernitirgé la salida da nuestras minimas, previs sprobacidn por escrito de
"EL INSTITUTO". |

¢) =n todos 1os casos aplicables, diches mucstras regraesarén &l pais, éaszmés
del periodo convenido com "EL INSTITUT

IECIMA ¢ TERMINACION DL CONTRATO.

El presents Contrato se terminaré por las sicuientes razones:

a) Por incumplimiento de “EL INVESTIGADOR" de las obligacionas pactadas bcjo este
CONTRATO, En este casd, "EL INVESTIGADOR", o cualgquier miembro del Proyecto,
piaxde el derecho a trabajar en futuros Proyactos arguedlSgicos en Honduras.

b) Por mutuo zcuerdo de lag partes.

ONCEAVA : SUJSCION A _IAS LUYES I HONDURAS.

a) “EL INSTITUTO" no se respongabiliza por ackos que “EL mvssrm&wﬁ" ejecute en
contra da las Leyes del pafs.

k) "ZL INVESTICGADOR™ s¢ compromete 2 cumplir con todas las digxsicionss estableci-
das en 1la iey pars la Proteccidn del Patrimonio cultural da iz Nacidn, emitide
medisnte Docreto No. 81-84 del 21 de Mayo do 1984.

¢) En cuento o 10' no pravisto en el prosents CONTPATO, las partes se sujatarfn a8
las leyes da la Rep@blice de Hondures.

POCERVR ¢ LCEPTACION: Armuds partes, "Ii INoITUUO® y "El vaS"IGmOR” decl cran

que acceptan todes y cade una de leg Jl8usulce del presente CONIATO » ne obligeén

a cuuplirlas a cebalidad, segfn lo ectablecids on los miemes.

Fara constancia, Zirmemos el W*‘ %0 en la Cludac dq i:egucigaipa, sistrito
Contral, a log Trece dias delmes da Snero Ge Mil Novacientos ente y Ucho.

"EL INVESTICADOR®
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