STAFF EDITORIAL

We stand with
Ukrainian and Russian
students

Last Thursday, Vladimir Putin ordered Russian troops to launch
a large-scale invasion of Ukraine after years of conflict surrounding
Ukraine’s relationship with the European Union and the North Atlan-
tic Treaty Organization (NATO). Reports are calling this the largest
conventional warfare operation in Europe since World War II. This is a
deeply traumatic event — one that many of us may have difficulty fully
wrapping our heads around.

Though words at this time feel meaningless, we wholeheartedly
stand with Ukraine, and extend our deepest sympathies to both Ukrai-
nian and Russian students at Kenyon. The Kenyon community should
treat these students with care, regardless of their nationality. Common
jokes to Ukrainian students, such as claiming this will be World War
III, are incredibly insensitive, and blaming Russian students for the
cold-blooded actions of Putin is equally so. Remember that words have
impact.

Like many global crises, it is difficult to feel as if we, as individuals,
can have any influence on the current situation. Though we may often
feel helpless, it is important to understand that we have a duty in our
tiny community, and that duty is unification in times of crisis. We have
no idea what others are going through.

Aside from this emotional duty, we also hope that the Kenyon com-
munity will not remain apathetic and act on their privilege, donating
to various resources such as the Ukrainian army.

It is equally important to read about the latest events in the crisis
to acknowledge the suffering of the Ukrainian people, and we urge the
community to both support one another and remain informed. Social
media sites are circulating with misinformation, so one of the best lo-
cal and reliable sources at the time is the Kyiv Independent, which
includes all of the latest information directly from Ukraine’s capital.

Still, we also feel as though it is our duty as journalists to convey the
imperfections of journalism both nationally and globally and call at-
tention to racist exceptionalist media bias, as it’s clear that the reason
this crisis is receiving such heightened attention is because of its close
ties to Europe. Many African and Indian international students in
Ukraine have reported experiencing racist treatment while attempting
to flee the country, segregated from native Ukranians and left stranded
at the border. We should be extending the same amount of concern for
citizens of Ukraine to all of those across the globe who are affected by
the violence of imperialism, war and humanitarian crises.

Living in a Kenyon bubble, it can sometimes be hard to grasp what is
happening around the world. We feel such a distance from everything
and everybody, with many of us far from the place we grew up. But it is
important to remember that Kenyon is a microcosm of nationwide and
global issues. Just because something is not directly affecting your life,
does not mean that your friends and community members at Kenyon
feel similarly.

So instead of taking to Yik Yak or Twitter to joke about being signed
up for the draft, maybe consider the fact that your classmates’ fam-
ily members are experiencing that very real fear. Show compassion to-
wards community members — it is the least we can do.

The staff editorial is written weekly by editors-in-chief Jordy Fee-Platt
22 and Linnea Mumma ’22, managing editor Amanda Pyne °22 and ex-
ecutive director Joe Wint °22. You can contact them at feeplattl@kenyon.
edu, mummal@kenyon.edu, pynel@kenyon.edu and wintl@kenyon.edu,
respectively.
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From a Kenyon athlete: a love
letter to the Ladies

KELLYN CALDWELL
CONTRIBUTOR

To lose a female mascot that is so unique to Kenyon would be a shame for
women’s athletics and would unfortunately not solve the issues being raised.

Like so many athletes, I've always competed for schools represented by
male monikers and the women’s teams would alter them: Lady Yellow Jack-
ets, Lady Buckeyes, the Yeowomen. But at Kenyon, for the first and only
time in my life, I was on a team where the institution recognized a woman
as my team’s moniker.

I feel a deep connection to this moniker because of its uniqueness. No
other school compares because there is no single image representing a Lady.
Kenyon does not have gimmicky, knick-knack figurines at the Bookstore.
There are no caricatures running around on the sidelines or creepy images
of animals with human-like qualities. The ambiguity allows each athlete’s
imagination to conjure their own reflection while maintaining the qualities
that unify us: toughness, diversity, intelligence and teamwork.

So to say that a Kenyon Lady is not fierce is an insult to past, current and
future Ladies. Kenyon Ladies are the toughest people I know. To say that
a Lady is outdated suggests that Kenyon’s collective idea of a Lady did not
evolve beyond an archaic interpretation that we never identified with in the
first place. We are not feudal figures, but rather the descendants of a long
line of groundbreaking women who made it possible for us to break barriers
and achieve new heights.

I am who I am today because I am the daughter of one of those women.
My mother was a member of the first team of Ladies to win an NCAA cham-
pionship (Kris Caldwell ’84, Swimming). She helped transform women’s
athletics so that current women’s teams could be included, recognized and
supported as strong female athletes — and she did it as a Lady. To remove
that name is to take away the meaning of their fight and their standards of
being fierce, modern and forward-thinking women. To misunderstand that
truth is not the fault of the moniker, but rather of the person who does not
know what it means to be a Lady.

For that reason, it is incredibly important to continue to engage in these
conversations around culture, inclusivity and identity. The opportunity to
learn from each other through intellectual discourse is one reason why I
love Kenyon.

My concern is that if Kenyon’s Athletic Department and the NCAA will
continue to differentiate women’s sports and men’s sports on webpages, in
news stories, and in our competitions, then the gendered labeling of teams
continues. It is no different than using the Lords and Ladies, so a change of
the moniker would negatively impact everyone who does identify as such.

Instead, we should bolster our efforts to make sure individuals do not feel
excluded because of that. What we do on a daily basis to keep inclusion cen-
tral to our relationships with teammates, coaches, alumni and professors, is
far more impactful than a moniker switch. Let our conversations broaden
the definition of Lords and Ladies to include more meaning, people, and
tradition. If choosing an additional moniker for transgender and gender-
fluid students to identify with is a solution, then let’s embrace that. We all
put value in our gender identity, so whatever the solution is, let’s make sure
we are adding to what is already so special to Kenyon, not taking away.

I truly believe in Kenyon’s efforts to make our school a more conscien-
tious and inclusive campus, but a moniker change will not resolve the issues
or positively enhance the conversation. Instead, it will erase what I, and so
many others, are proud to be: Kenyon Ladies.

Kellyn Caldwell "12
Kenyon Swimmer 2008-2012

~ The opinions page is a space for members of the community to discuss

issues relevant to the campus and the world at large. The opinions expressed

on this page belong only to the writers. Columns and letters to the editors do

not reflect the opinions of the Collegian staff. All members of the community
are welcome to express opinions through a letter to the editor.

The Kenyon Collegian reserves the right to edit all letters submitted
for length and clarity. The Collegian cannot accept anonymous or
pseudonymous letters. Letters must be signed by individuals, not
organizations, and must be 200 words or fewer. Letters must also be
received no later than the Tuesday prior to publication. The Kenyon Collegian
prints as many letters as possible each week subject to space, interest and
appropriateness. Members of the editorial board reserve the right to re*ect
any submission. The views expressed in the paper do not necessarily reflect
the views of Kenyon College.
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An open letter to Joe Lipscomb: Let K-SWOC hold an election

Dear Mr. Lipscomb of the
Board of Trustees,

We write to you as a group of
Kenyon alumni who care deeply
for the College and who are, there-
fore, deeply concerned by the ad-
ministration’s recent dismissal of
student workers’ attempts to assert
their rights. We believe that this
dismissal represents an existential
threat to the College’s future, and
it is because of that concern that
we would like the opportunity to
speak with you.

As a founder of Arborview
Capital, and a board member of
multiple  sustainability-focused
organizations like Envocore and
the Nature Conservancy, we
know how serious you are about
building institutions that last. We
would ask you to apply this same
sustainability ethos to the college
you attended and on whose board
you now sit.

This kind of long-term think-
ingis absolutely necessary ata time
when national college enrollment
trends are declining at unprece-
dented rates. As the pool of poten-
tial college applicants continues to
shrink, Kenyon must brace itself
for increased competition by re-
newing its commitment to the val-
ues which saw this college through
some of its darkest days.

The effort of student workers
to organize a union through the
Kenyon Student Worker Organiz-
ing Committee is an olive branch,
seeking to repair the deeply frac-
tured relationship between the
administration and the students.
Their movement should be under-
stood as a commitment to the Col-
lege’s betterment, and to the belief
that Kenyon can lead and distin-
guish itself from peer institutions
as an ethical academic haven. Ke-
nyon must renew its goodwill with
young alumni as the first college
or university in the United States
to have a recognized wall-to-wall
union of undergraduate student
workers learning and laboring on
its campus.

One of the reasons we feel the
need to bring these concerns to
your attention is because Kenyon

currently relies on the generosity of
a handful of ultra-wealthy donors
to expand its campus and grow
its endowment. This is a recipe for
short-term survival, not long-term
success. Kenyon has often strug-
gled to keep up financially with
peer institutions, but what has al-
ways seen us through is the sense
of shared stewardship our alumni
feel, and our willingness to con-
tinue this ethos post-graduation
through our involvement and do-
nations. Denying hundreds of stu-
dents the right to vote in a union
election will lead to a future in
which Kenyon alumni do not feel
this same sense of shared steward-
ship, and will not be motivated to
support the College.

In past eras of financial hard-
ship and societal advancement,
Kenyon has survived by embracing
moral imperatives, not shying away
from them. From the late 1960s
to the 1980s, Kenyon affirmed its
commitment to becoming a co-
educational campus, doubling its
possible pool of enrollment and
bringing our college into the 20th
century. In the mid-1990s, Kenyon
led the farm-to-college movement
that brought local food into the
dining hall, beginning our robust
commitment to our rural place —
a commitment seen in the Kokos-
ing Nature Preserve, the Brown
Family Environmental Center, the
Kenyon Land Trust and, until re-
cently, the residential program at
the Kenyon Farm.

In 2004, we seized on our repu-
tation as a beacon of civic engage-
ment and ushered in a new gen-
eration of Kenyon students deeply
committed to this country’s de-
mocracy. To survive the crises of
higher education that face Ken-
yon and every institution like it, it
is once again imperative that we
meet the moral demands of our
moment. Right now, that moral
demand is to recognize the right of
student workers to vote in a union
election, the same rights that any
other worker holds in this country.

This administration’s stance
against the rights of student work-
ers is especially concerning in light

of Kenyon’s recent financial deci-
sions. As Peter Dickson 69 recent-
ly wrote in a letter to the Collegian,
Kenyon may well be investing al-
most a billion dollars — double its
endowment — on debt repayment
and new construction projects over
the next several years. According
to the Integrated Postsecondary
Data System, nearly 15% of Ken-
yon’s staft is employed in “Business
and Financial Operations,” com-
pared to less than 5% at Oberlin,
Grinnell and Dartmouth. Next
year, Kenyon’s cost of attendance
will surpass $80,000, securing our
place as one of the most expensive
colleges in the country.

All of this, combined with the
College’s decision to retain expen-
sive anti-union legal counsel to
deny labor rights to its students,
sends a message to current stu-
dents, prospective students and
alumni alike that this College has
forgotten its obligation to those it
is supposed to serve. These deci-
sions, whatever the reasoning be-
hind them, will ultimately alienate
the very generation of Kenyon stu-
dents and alumni that the College
will have to rely on to see the end of
this century.

We love Kenyon, and know that
you do too. But the College’s re-
cent treatment of student workers
is a threat to the institution that we
hold so dear. We are calling on you
and your fellow trustees to look at
Kenyon’s history, and realize there
is no way for us to survive without
repairing the damage done to our
community. Student workers at
Kenyon have demonstrated their
desire to vote in a union election
— the College’s arguments that
student work is inconsequential to
Kenyon’s operations has not satis-
fied them, and it certainly has not
satisfied us.

As alumni who wish to see Ke-
nyon survive and thrive, we ask
you to sit down with K-SWOC and
negotiate terms for an election. Ac-
cept their olive branch, and save
our community.

Sincerely,
Rev Michael Vanacore ’09, Ke-

nyon is the place where I began to
shape my core spiritual and ethi-
cal values; those values remain my
guiding principles to this day.

Daniel Napsha 21, The sense
of community felt stronger at Ke-
nyon than any other place that I
have lived. I will always look back
fondly on the relationships that I
made there and how it cultivated
an enduring connection to its ru-
ral place.

Shannon Paige *20, I miss those
Kenyon classes that would spill
past the hour and continue all the
way to Wiggins.

Liz Caringola 09, whose Ken-
yon roommate of four years is still
her best friend.

Nora Boles 20, whose time,
skills and connections as a student
worker at Kenyon inspired her to
pursue a career in public service
and education.

Alli Beard ’20, whose outlook
on life has been shaped by the val-
ues, memories and skills gained
from her time at Kenyon.

Noah Griffith-Rosenberger ’21,
who just last week urgently reached
out to current students about a new
run of Horn Gallery T-Shirts being
printed.

Joseph Mallin 05, a grateful
learner who owes a lot to Kenyon
and even more to the unions that
brought stability to my family for
the past three generations.

Andrew Irvin ’08, who would
like some evidence from the Ken-
yon administration that they don’t
all live cloistered away on the Hill,
oblivious to the broader societal
demands of higher education for
its students and graduates.

Sigal Felber 21, who knows
she never wants to work in a non-
unionized workforce again.

Tracey Hutchings-Goetz 11,
whose experiences at Kenyon
helped shape my decision to help
build a community organization
in Indiana to empower working
families.

Sarah W. Young, ’95, who
found a community at Kenyon that
still enriches my life and helped
shape me into the activist [ am.

Gabriel Bellott-McGrath ’18,

who went to Kenyon because it felt
like a unique place where people
looked out for one another.

Katherine Franco ’21, who re-
mains heartened and inspired by
the commitment of student work-
ers to one another and the future of
Kenyon College.

David Han ’21, who believes
that student workers gaining rec-
ognition for the contributions they
make to the Kenyon community is
central to the process of becoming
independent, mature participants
in the world they will graduate
into.

Liz Beckman ’10, who recently
had a long conversation about li-
brary science degrees, libraries and
archives with a Class of ’19 Kenyon
grad thanks to our mutual faculty
advisor.

Anna Deryck ’20, whose time
working for the Kenyon Farm
shaped her, both personally and
professionally.

Heather Pacheco ’18, who
wants an alma mater she feels
proud of and wants to make Ken-
yon a better place for all of those
who come after her.

Noah Breton Seferian 00, as a
former student worker I can’t ex-
aggerate how disappointing and
crushing it is to see my alma mater
hire a law firm to attack students.

Kindra Fontes-May ’14, who
became a union organizer because
of her education at Kenyon.

Courtney Felle ’21, who talked
with hundreds of prospective stu-
dents as an Admissions student
worker and who wants those stu-
dents to experience the caring
Kenyon community they were
promised, not the unforgiving, ex-
ploitative environment that Ken-
yon is increasingly becoming.

Meg Thornbury ’16, who
worked as a CA and has since real-
ized how horribly classist Kenyon
is and how the College needs to do
better to ensure all students have
an equally good experience at Ken-
yon in order to build a sustainable
alumni base.

Katherine King ’17, whose Ke-
nyon professors taught her to criti-
cally analyze anti-union rhetoric.

Letter to the Editor: The new moniker should be the Crows

My email account informs
me that Kenyon is planning to
change its mascot. I suspect
most alumni will look at this
idea with disdain. I bet most
current students think it’s an
idea long overdue. Regard-
less of where you stand, let me
simply say: As a lifelong fan of
Washington’s NFL team, I can
vouch for a) how problematic
it is to root for a team with an
offensive mascot, and b) how
disappointing it is when that
awful mascot is changed to
something that is magically
stupid.

As I prepare for my 25th re-
union (!) let me simply spell it
out — if a school almost 200
years old wants to change
what represents it, it had bet-

ter consider the options care-
fully. It occurs to me it’s a
good idea if that mascot:

1. Doesn’t have a gender or
represent a person or group of
people. Remember, “mascot”
in English is derived from the
French word for “pet.”

2. Does a pretty good job
of promoting features of the
school it represents. You
wouldn’t call Kenyon teams
the Boilermakers; the College
doesn’t have an engineering
school.

3. Has a name that rolls off
the tongue, especially with
the other words of the Col-
lege. This goes back to “pro-
motional” considerations. You
want someone on a TV broad-
cast — or in a newspaper — to

be able to say the College and
its mascot in a quick way that’s
instantly recognizable.

So my pitch is this: What if
Kenyon’s mascot became the
Kenyon College Crows?

It meets these three require-
ments: It is an animal, one
that is potentially fearsome,
often mysterious and also lit-
erary. It harkens back to the
first building most students
see when they go through the
Gates of Hell — Ransom Hall
— another literary tip of the
hat. There are crows designed
by a Kenyonite sculpted on
top of that hall. And there’s a
rhythm to the three words —
the Duke Blue Devils, the Car-
olina Tar Heels, the Kenyon
College Crows.

That mascot would also fit
well with the College’s col-
ors; a crow’s plumage in sun-
light does throw off a purple
shine (think of how the Bal-
timore Ravens use their color
scheme).

It’s also an easy mascot to
create for a physical appear-
ance at a game (if the College
ever decides to go that route),
and you’d only have to make
one version — the Crow could
go to any game and represent
any team. If, that is, the Col-
lege decided to create a physi-
cal mascot (and coax a stu-
dent into a sweaty suit where
you almost can’t see anything,
have to dance at some point
and will likely be hazed).

We would also easily be

able to add this chestnut to
the sportswriting vernacular
— “Denison University had to
eat a healthy dollop of Crow
Tuesday as they fell to Kenyon
42-0.” Look, as an optimist
I can dream; I hope Earlham
will eat Crow one day too. And
Oberlin too... cryolite alumi-
num extraction be damned!

I have no clue if the ad-
ministration has made a deci-
sion already. I have no idea if
this is going to go to a student
vote. I do think that if you're
appealing to the three bears
of Goldilocks fame, this could
be a middle bowl of porridge
— a mascot that could be just
right.

Sincerely,

Billy Shields "97
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Lords continue undefeated start, Longway impresses

CALEB NEWMAN
SPORTS EDITOR

On Saturday, the Kenyon men’s la-
crosse team traveled to Columbus to
face the Capital University Comets. A
fast start and a timely streak of goals
in the third quarter helped to propel
the Lords over the home team. On
Wednesday, the Lords then defeated
Otterbein University 13-5.

The Lords wasted no time asserting
themselves against the Comets on Sat-
urday. Cameron Longway ’25 scored
twice within a minute, which set the
tone for the first quarter. Kenyon add-
ed two more goals to take a 4-0 lead
at the quarter break. The score stayed
that way for the remainder of the first
half. Mayo Amorello "22 was a wall in
net, making 6 saves in the first half.

The second half was more of the
same for Kenyon. Longway scored
less than two minutes into the third
quarter. Ian Gobron 22, who domi-
nated the faceoffs, won the ensuing
draw and quickly turned to attack.
He found Joe Bolea ’22, who put the
ball in the back of the net to put the
Lords up by 6. However, over the next
four minutes, the Comets scored four
straight goals. With five minutes left
in the third, Will Harrigan ’22 scored
to stop the Comets’ run.

Kenyon began the fourth quar-
ter by scoring two goals in the first
five minutes. Up 9-4, the Lords were
poised to run out the clock and head
back home with a win. However, the
Comets started to make another run,
cutting the Lords lead to three with
just under eight minutes remain-
ing. The Lords buckled down on de-
fense again, not allowing another goal
for the next five minutes. The Com-
ets scored at the two-minute mark to
tighten the game. But Kenyon did not

allow another goal, and held on 9-7.
Amorello appreciated the Lords’
goals. “I'm extremely proud of how
[we] responded to giving up a few
goals, d-mids and close defense played
awesome,” he said. The Lords’ win was
a collective effort. “I am really proud
of the way our whole team played,”
Gobron said. “I think the game went
well. It was great to get a tough-earned
win in our first game on the road!”
Even so, Gobron also expressed
the need to maintain the same en-
ergy throughout the game. Longway
agreed and stated that winning by two
against Capital shows the Lords that

L
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no team can be taken for granted. “We
still have a lot to work on and I believe
we have not reached our full potential
on the offensive side of the ball,” he
said.

On Wednesday, the Lords returned
home to play the Otterbein Cardinals.
Longway recorded another hat trick.
Declan Curry ’22 also scored three
goals in the game. While the game
remained close for the first part of
the opening quarter, the Lords soon
cruised to victory. Rowan Goldin ’24
scored with 10 minutes into the con-
test to give the Lords a 4-2 lead, and
by the end of the second quarter, the

Y

After starting 3-0, the Lords will face No. 9 Franklin and Marshall on the road. | SEJIN KIM/ SID/NCAA

Lords led 7-3.

Amorello took charge in net, lead-
ing the defense to a dominant perfor-
mance and holding the Cardinals to
only five goals in the game. He picked
up his third win of the season, as Ken-
yon now holds a 3-0 record.

After their win against Otterbein,
the Lords will face a tough test against
the No. 9-ranked Franklin and Mar-
shall College next Wednesday before
continuing on the road to face Centre
College in Danville, Ky. Kenyon will
next play at home on March 16 against
Adrian College (Mich).

Zavaleta shines at NCAA Reglonal Champ10nsh1ps

CALEB NEWMAN
SPORTS EDITOR

The Lords competed in the NCAA
Regional Diving Championships in
Grand Rapids, Mich. on Friday and
Saturday. On Tuesday, the NCAA an-
nounced the divers who qualified for
the one-meter and three-meter dives.
Mason Fishell ’23, Drew Albrecht 23
and Israel Zavaleta ’24 participated
in the diving events. The three div-
ers will join 14 other Lords swimmers
in Indianapolis at the Swimming and
Diving Championships. While no La-
dies divers are going, 15 swimmers
are attending.

Israel Zavaleta ’24 finished first
in both the three-meter and the one-
meter dives to claim the regional title.
Fishell and Albrecht did well in their
events, with Fishell placing seventh in
the three-meter, and Albrecht finish-
ing eighth. Both Fishell and Albrecht
finished outside the top 10 in the one-
meter event.

This was Zavaleta’s first ever ap-
pearance in the NCAA Regional
Championships, so the moment was
particularly memorable for him. “I'm
proud of my teammates and their ef-
forts,” he said. For the NCAA Cham-

pionship, Zavaleta hopes to improve
his rhythm on the board and the fin-
ish for his dives.

Zavaleta will be leading the dive
team, as he finished first in both
events at the meet. The Lords will fea-
ture multiple swimmers seeded in the

o SWIMMING
& DIVING :-

Israel Zavaleta 24 qualified for the NCAA Swimming and Diving Championships.

top ten, with David Fitch ’22, Bryan
Fitzgerald ’23 and Yurii Kosian 23 all
holding the number one seed in their
respective races. Crile Hart ’22 has
multiple events where she is seeded
first. The Ladies also have multiple
swimmers who are starting the race

COURTESY OF LEVI REX

in the top 10. Kenyon swimming and
diving will have a chance to capture
their first national championship, for
either the Lords or Ladies, since 2015
on March 16-19 in Indianapolis.
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Lords dominate at Kalamazoo, Ladies fall short at home

HENRY BUCHAN
STAFF WRITER

Lords

In their only matchup this
week, the Lords faced off against
Kalamazoo College (Mich.), look-
ing to get back on track after last
week’s close loss against Universi-
ty of Mary Washington (Va.). Ke-
nyon was able to sweep both their
singles and doubles contests, win-
ning in dominant fashion (9-0).

In the sole Sunday evening
match this season, Rishil Kondap-
aneni '25 and Eric Zhang 25
started things off with an 8-2 vic-
tory in the No. 3 doubles match.
In the No. 1 doubles match, Luis
Andres Platas ’23 teamed with
Thomas Kallarakal 23, and man-
aged to pull out a close win 8-6.
Kondapaneni went on to win the
singles match at the No. 2 spot 6-2,
6-2. At No. 1 singles, Platas defeat-
ed Kalamazoo’s Ian Yi 6-4, 6-2.

Later, Kallarakal was able to
clinch the team win for the Lords
in the third singles spot as he de-
feated Gabe Vinidas 6-3, 6-2. In
the other singles matches, Zhang
won a battle of attrition against
Kalamazoo’s Peter Fitzgerald, 6-4,
4-6, 10-8. Rakkan Audeh 25 won
in the fifth spot 6-4, 6-2, and Hen-
ry Wessel *22 won 6-0, 6-0.

With the win, Kenyon has im-
proved to 3-2 on the season. The
Lords’ next match will be against
Carnegie Mellon University (Pa.)

on March 8.

Ladies

This week, the Ladies faced
Southwestern University (Texas),
looking to rebound from a loss
to Case Western Reserve Univer-
sity. Ultimately, the Ladies fell to
Southwestern by a score of 5-2.

In the No. 1 doubles match,
Kenyon’s Daria Beshentseva 22
and Eleni Dakos "24 started things
off by winning 8-4 against Nina
Mitrofanova and Lydia Lee. Un-
fortunately, the Ladies fell in the
other two doubles contests. Nata-
lie Connelly 25 and Erika Pontillo
’23 fell in the No. 2 doubles match,
8-2. In the No. 3 doubles match,
Southwestern  defeated Anna
Winslow "22 and Lalasa Nagired-
dy 25 8-5,

In the No. 1 singles match,
Beshentseva defeated Mitrofanova
by a score of 6-2, 6-4. In the other
matches, Southwestern managed
to pull out close three-set wins. In
the No. 3 singles match, Nagired-
dy fell 3-6, 7-5, 3-6. At No. 4 sin-
gles, Winslow fell to Sydney Wahl
1-6, 6-3, 0-6. The Pirates clinched
the win, as Dakos fell to Taylor
Despriet in a grueling match, 4-6,
7-6 (7-1), 3-6.

The Ladies will return to the
court for the ITA Indoor Champi-
onship March 4-6 at the Top Seed
Tennis Club in Nicholasville, Ky.

Ladies upset John
Carroll University 9-8

MAGGIE FOIGHT
STAFF WRITER

Last weekend, the Kenyon
Ladies’ lacrosse team com-
peted against John Carroll
University (JCU) in Wester-
ville, Ohio. Kenyon fought
hard for a 9-8 win, improving
their season record to 2-0 and
marking a strong start for the
Ladies. This win was an im-
pressive one for the Ladies
as, last year, the John Carroll
Blue Streaks were 17-2.

Caroline O’Neil ’23 helped
the Ladies build an early 3-0
lead, registering the first
three of Kenyon’s 10 first-half
shots and scoring on each
one. Meanwhile, JCU scored
its first goal from a free po-
sition after a Kenyon foul
within the eight-meter arc.
In the second quarter, the
Blue Streaks pulled within
one point, but Ella Murphy
’23 quickly scored for Kenyon
and restored the Ladies’ two-
goal cushion (4-2).

Goalie Delaney Gallagher
23 credited the Ladies’ ear-
ly dominance to their well-
structured game plan. “We
had gone into the game with
a really structured game plan,

and to see that come to frui-
tion on the field and get us
the lead was really rewarding
and energizing,” she said.
O’Neil agreed and added
that even the sidelines were

filled with excitement. “Ev-
eryone was hyped up on
adrenaline,” she said. “The

back and forth action kept the
game intense and made every-
one want the win that much
more.”

The second half left JCU
stifled by Kenyon’s defense
and offense, though the Blue
Streaks were never completely
out of the contest. The Ladies
were able to add to their lead
in the third quarter, thanks to
goals by Maddie Garner ’24
and Kate Lengel "24, but JCU
clawed back in the waning
minutes of the third quarter,
cutting Kenyon’s lead to one
goal (6-5).

In the opening minutes of
the final quarter, JCU tied
the game, but the Ladies were
able to answer swiftly, with
Julia Losey ’23 scoring the
tally. The Blue Streaks again
tied the game in the fifth
minute of the quarter. Af-
ter a forced turnover by Brett

Sl i

Bearrows ’22 gave the Ladies
possession, O’Neil scored her
fourth goal of the game to
give Kenyon the lead. O’Neil’s
fifth goal would prove to
be the game-winner, as JCU
scored with just over a min-
ute remaining in the game to
make the score 9-8. With the
Blue Streaks looking to force
overtime, Gallagher and the
Kenyon defensive unit stood
strong. After a faceoff win for
JCU, the Ladies were able to
force a turnover and secure a

O’Neil: NCAC Female Lacrosse Athlete of the Week. | COURTESY OF MIKE MUNDEN

clear, earning the Ladies their
second win of the season.

Gallagher noted that the
last minute of the game of-
fered plenty of stress along-
side excitement. “Knowing
that when it mattered most
and [under] extremely stress-
ful conditions we kept our
cool and pushed through for
the dub is the most important
and cool thing you can see a
defensive unit do as a team,”
she said.

O’Neil said that her fa-

vorite part of the game was
being able to use Kenyon’s
highly practiced offensive
sets against another team, as
a real game inspires creativ-
ity that is often absent during
practices. For her five-goal
effort, O’Neil earned NCAC
Women’s Lacrosse Athlete of
the Week.

The Ladies play next
against No. 14 Catholic Uni-
versity this Sunday in Wash-
ington, D.C.



Three Kenyon records broken at NCAC Championship meet

KATIE SPARVERO
SPORTS ASSISTANT

On Feb. 25 and 26, the Lords
and Ladies traveled to Witten-
berg University to compete in
the NCAC Championships.
Despite some individual suc-
cesses, the Ladies finished in
eighth place, while the Lords
finished ninth.

Both days of competition
were closed to the public,
which meant that it was up to
the teams to create a lively at-
mosphere, according to Paula
Sori¢ ’25. “Because of COV-
ID-19 restrictions, spectators
weren’t allowed so each team
tried really hard to support
their teammates,” she wrote to
the Collegian.

Ladies

The Ladies kicked off the
first day of competition with a
fifth-place finish from Sori¢ in
the long jump, where her best
jump of 16 feet, 9 % inches
(5.12 meters) earned Kenyon
four points in the standings.

Kenyon’s next points came
in the 5000-meter race, where
Emma Becker ’22 excelled: She
finished in second place, earn-
ing eight points for the Ladies.
Becker ran a season-best time
of 18:04.11, while Ella Wilson
’23 earned four points for her
fifth-place finish, crossing the
finish line at a personal best
of 18:36.83. In the 60-meter
hurdles preliminaries, Grace
Neuger 24 qualified for the
finals with an eighth-place
ranking (9.68 seconds).

Sierra Smith ’22 qualified
for the 400-meter finals with a
time of 1:03.14. In the distance
medley, a team of Hailey Napi-
er 22, Madelyn Son "25, Cecily
King ’23 and Katarina Yepez
’22 finished eighth (13:39.51).
By the end of day one, the La-
dies sat in fifth place with 30
points, trailing Ohio Wesleyan
University by 29 points. Ober-
lin College held a wide margin
for first place, their 71 points
providing a 30-point cushion
ahead of second-place College
of Wooster.

The first points of the sec-
ond day of competition began
with the triple jump for the La-
dies. Sori¢ took second place,
earning the team eight points
with her best jump of 37 feet, 7
Y% inches (11.46 meters).

Sori¢’s second-place finish
was not an easy achievement,
especially after she fouled on
her first jump. She said that it
was a challenge not to over-
think her next jumps after
she fouled. “My thoughts were
rushing because I knew the
jump I fouled was good and
I was anxious about making
the same mistake again,” she
wrote. “I try to remind my-
self that one foul doesn’t de-
termine my whole series, but
I'm also aware that there are
certain things that have led

to my foul and they need to be
worked on.” After collecting



