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Kenyon students must not buy into student debt forgiveness

SALVATORE MACCHIONE
CONTRIBUTOR

Kenyon students are smart. Very
smart. Almost “too smart for our
own good” smart. Along the same
lines, Kenyon students are progres-
sive. Very progressive. Borderline
“utopian idealist” progressive. This,
of course, is not a criticism. We,
as Kenyon students, are all intelli-
gent human beings who share our
school’s unabashed desire to help
ourselves, others and our environ-
ment. There’s nothing wrong with
that. There is something potentially
harmful, however, with blindly be-
lieving unfeasible promises from our
progressive politicians, such as Ber-
nie Sanders’ and Elizabeth Warren’s
proposed plans to fully eliminate
student debt if either of them were to
be elected.

Kenyon College’s current cost
of attendance totals $71,150 for one
year of school. 29 percent of all stu-
dents have taken out federal loans in

order to afford tuition. Unfortunate-
ly, this means that at least 29 percent
of us, including yours truly, will be in
debt after we graduate.

Luckily for us, Sanders and War-
ren have promised the near-total
elimination of any and all outstand-
ing student debt, past or present.
How do they plan to expunge $1.5
trillion in combined national stu-
dent loan debt? With Wall Street
speculation and “ultra wealth” tax-
es. That sounds perfect—in fact, it
sounds more than perfect: It’s ideal.
Unfortunately, their plans are far too
idealistic, and thus unfeasible in na-
ture, but Kenyon students don’t seem
to care.

Despite being a steadfast liberal,
I'm also a realist. That’s not to say
the majority of liberals aren’t realists.
However, talking to and overhearing
some fellow Kenyon peers suggests
differently. At the inaugural Kenyon
Democrats club meeting, there were
ahandful of first years who, when in-
troducing themselves, made known

their overwhelming support for Ber-
nie and Warren, yielding snaps, pos-
itive yips and a cry of “free college!”

Meanwhile, at the Sept. 13 Dem-
ocratic Presidential Debate viewing
party, Warren’s then-undeveloped
wealth tax was met with sporadic
cheers, nods of agreement and a eu-
phoric “that’s my girl!” On the other
hand, Biden’s yet-to-be-named op-
tional government healthcare pro-
posal, which would be funded with
a similar reinstated ultra-wealth
tax and investment fees yielded
scoffs, snickers and a “you’re too old,
Biden!” It is Biden’s plan, however,
that is the closest in amount and pro-
cedure to previously successful taxa-
tion plans of Clinton and Obama,
and is the plan that I support and
would deem most feasible.

I'll say it again. Were Kenyon
students. We're smart and progres-
sive. However, were occasionally
blinded by our own overabundance
of these traits. In just over a month,
I have observed an absurd tendency
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Across
1. To put on a pedes-
tal
6. Belch
10. Shakes, as with a
finger
14. Huckleberry Finn,

e.g.
15. Burden

16. Don Giovanni’s
solo, perhaps

17. Infinity

18. Affectations

19. Tehrani tender
20. Dividing by zero,
on a calculator

21. Mission
_________ , what
Kenyon is revising
23. Like the father-in-
law of Anne Boelyn
24.  Aviv

25. Short of patience
26. Where a cross
country race begins
28. Winter-induced
depression

29. Hedwig, for
instance

30. Not debit

35. No more than

39. Amount taken
from a Crozier stock,
per Student-Info email
42. “I'm on a Boat”
locale

43. Post-mortem tax
44, kenyoncollegian.
com

45. Stephen Colbert’s
home channel

47. Upbeat sort of at-
titude

49. Astronomy’s
domain

52. ___culpa

55. To eliminate

56. Situation induced
by 39-Across

58. To build

61. Soprano’s rival
62. Japan or ltaly, in
WWII

63. To see eye to eye
64. Pleased

65. Egypt’s irrigator
66. “Blue

Shoes”

67. Pots

68. Girl on Fire Alicia
69. What just
happened to the
Across clues

Down
1. Royal subject of
The Favourite
2. Portal, in
Monsters, Inc.
3. Care too much
about
4. Luncheon of the
Boating Party
painter
5. Lovecraftian
6. To self-aggrandize
7. To come together
8. Like Knox County,
compared to
Franklin
9. “Hey you!”
10. Prepared for a

Cameron Austin
Crossword Editor

game

1. Astrological ram
12. Green purveyor of
vegetables

13. Bitter, as a person
22. Apple Maps
number

26. Couch

27. Deux and zwei
28. Never mind, to an
editor

31. Regrets

32.nnn

33. Rachel Carson’s
chemical of critique
34. Disarmed paramil-
itary, as of 1997

36. Stole

37. Dung deposit

38. Namesake of Isra-
el-Palestine accords
40. Nocturnal
campus critters

41. To wane

46. Actor Affleck or
Stiller

48. Coveted contrap-
tion in A Christmas
Story

49. Chaos

50. Like the vortex
that struck Ohio in
February

51. Myosin’s mate

52. Feline subject (of
recent Atlantic fame!)
53. Poet Dickinson
54. Mule daddies

59. To give up

60. Began a round of
golf

Congrats to Zoe Miller 23 and Sophie Wise 23 for being the first to sub-
mit a correct solution to last week’s puzzle!

Did you finish this crossword? Email a photo of your finished crossword to
crossword@kenyoncollegian.com for the chance to get a shoutout!

for Kenyon liberals to haphazardly
align themselves with the most over-
whelmingly progressive politicians,
as opposed to those whose policies
are most beneficial to students and
their values. Biden and Warren have
nearly identical tax plans, but the
former, as a more moderate candi-
date, was heckled into oblivion, and
the latter, more progressive candi-
date praised like an angel heard on
high.

On the logistical side, it is naive
to assume that either Warren’s or
Sanders’ student debt forgiveness
plan would get through Congress
promptly, if at all. Obama’s 2012
wealth tax of 1.45% took a year and
a half to get through both chambers
of Congress, and was met with heavy
resistance from lobbyists.

Now double that tax, apply it to a
broader range of incomes, and pro-
pose it during the height of a resur-
gence of ultra-conservative, alt-right

rhetoric brought by our sitting or-
ange in the Oval Office. It’s a recipe

for a flop.

The problem is, the Democratic
candidates’ plans sound fantastic,
and to some impressionable, fever-
ous Kenyon voters, they appear to be
perfect. They are simply not.

You can vote for whoever you
want. Vote for Sanders, vote for
Warren—heck, even vote for Yang.
Do not, however, vote for them ex-
clusively because of their student
debt-forgiveness plan, no matter
how tempting it sounds as a cash-
strapped liberal arts kid. Now,
don’t get me wrong: I want my debt
to be forgiven. I want to be able to
walk upon Middle Path and not be
weighed down by the hundreds of
dollars each week on campus is cost-
ing me, now and in the future. How-
ever, in our current political climate,
it’s just not realistic for that to hap-
pen any time soon, if at all.

Salvatore Macchione °23 is an
undeclared major from Chicago, II-
linois. You can contact him at mac-
chionel@kenyon.edu.
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Haley Witschey '20 rises up to return the ball over the nét. The Ladies record is now 3-11.
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Volleyball defeats rival Oberlin at home,
struggles against Denison and Heidelberg

SAM HAGA
STAFF WRITER

The Kenyon
volleyball team opened
their NCAC season with
a doubleheader this past
weekend.

On Friday night, the La-
dies beat the Oberlin Col-
lege Yeowomen 3-1, extend-
ing their winning streak
against Oberlin to five.
Despite falling short in the
first set 25-14, the Ladies
came back strong, domi-
nating the next three sets.
The team won the second
set 25-16, before earning a
hard-fought 25-21 third set
victory.

women’s

The Ladies then finished
outthe matchina consistent
fourth set, besting Oberlin
25-16. Mackenzie Bruzzio
’20 and Lauren Limbach ’21
produced standout perfor-
mances, each boasting 10
kills and one block apiece.
Limbach noted that the win
was a “great energy boost
for [their] team.” The two
teams had similar statis-
tics throughout the game.
However, Kenyon’s 11 aces
dwarfed Oberlin’s three,
which allowed the Ladies to
maintain their lead.

The second of the Ladies’
two matches this weekend
had them face off against

Denison University. The
Ladies fell 3-0, with Deni-
son’s Emma Woerner and
Sophie Tight putting out
commanding performanc-
es. Woener’s 16 kills and
Tight’s 29 assists allowed
for an otherwise statisti-
cally close performance to
go Denison’s way. The La-
dies kept each of the three
sets close, but fell 25-18, 25-
21, 27-25. “[T]he Denison
match confirmed [their]
ability to stay competitive
with tough teams,” Lim-
bach said.

In their third match on
Tuesday, the Ladies fell in
straight sets on the road

to Heidelberg University,
24-19, 25-13, 25-20. The
Student Princes moved to
16-3 on the season, while
Kenyon dropped to 3-11.
However, there were some
notable performances from
the purple and black: Lim-
bach recorded eight kills
in the loss, while Bruzzio
added six kills and 13 digs.
Meghan Cason "21 recorded
13 assists, and Ellie Luciani
’22 had 14 digs.

The Ladies’ next match-
up will take place on
Thursday against Musk-
ingum University Fighting
Muskies in New Concord,
Ohio.

Led by veteran experience, Golf finishes
sixth at Mason-Dixon Collegiate Classic

FRANCIS BYRNE
STAFF WRITER

This past weekend, the Lords
golf team traveled to Abbottstown,
Pa., where they participated in the
Mason-Dixon Collegiate Classic at
the Bridges Golf Club. It was a large
field of competition, with 18 colleges
sending teams to the tournament.

The Lords started strong in their

Eric Lifson '21 hits the ball out of a bunker. At the Classic, The Lords combined for

first day of competition, especially
Eric Lifson ’21, who shot a 73 on the
day, which was good for 1 over par
at the Bridges Golf Club. Also con-
tributing to the Lords’ high team
finish at the end of the first round
was Andrew Kotler "21, who finished
with 75 strokes (+3), along with Nick
Lust 22 and Lawrence Courtney 21,
who both turned in 77-stroke perfor-
mances (+4). Rounding out the top

an overall score of 610 strokes. | COURTESY OF KENYON COLLEGE ATHLETICS

five performers for the Lords was
Ethan Manalo ’22, who shot a 78 on
the day. These five golfers were re-
sponsible for Kenyon’s team score of
302, which earned them a third-place
standing at the end of the first day.

The second day of play saw the
Lords’ play take a slight dip, as the
team’s top-seeded golfer, Lifson,
turned in a 76-stroke performance
(+4). Kotler, Lust and Manalo each
also added two strokes to their tallies
from the first day to give the Lords a
second-day score of 308.

Altogether, the Lords combined
for a team score of 610, placing them
sixth overall amongst the 18 partici-
pating teams.

“This last weekend was not our
best performance as a team,” Lust
said. “We had high expectations
coming in and did not quite fulfill
those. However we still had a solid
showing and it’s something we can
build off going into our last tourna-
ment of the year.”

Next for Kenyon golf is the Mount
Vernon Nazarene University Cougar
Golf Classic on October 5.

Lords extend
win streak to
eight games

JOE WINT
STAFF WRITER

KENYON 2
ALLEGHENY 0

The Kenyon men’s soccer team im-
proved their record to 9-1, winning
their game this week against the Al-
legheny College Gators to extend
their winning streak to eight straight
games. The Lords travelled to Mead-
ville, Pa. for a late-afternoon start
to their first NCAC contest of the
season. The No. 22nd-ranked Lords
were able to defeat the Gators in a
close 2-0 victory.

The game began in a tense stale-
mate, with both teams swapping
close, on-target chances throughout
the first half. Kenyon keeper Ian Mc-
Inturf ’21 stood firm in goal, saving
five of eight shots in the first 45 min-
utes. Sam Carson ’22 had Kenyon’s
first legitimate offensive chance,
sending a strike to the bottom right
of the goal but was met by opposing
keeper Nick Ferreira.

The second half proved more suc-
cessful for the Lords: Kenyon’s de-
fense yielded only three more chanc-
es to Allegheny’s offense. McInturf
continued his dominant showing in
goal, finishing the game with eight
saves.

In the 52nd minute, Gunner Found
’20 lofted a ball across the box off of
a corner kick and found Chayne Bru-
neau 23, who headed it in over the
goalie for his first career collegiate
goal. Fellow first year Mac Nardiel-
lo-Smith ’23 notched his third goal of
the year to secure Kenyon’s 2-0 vic-
tory with only three minutes remain-
ing in regulation.

The Lords will return home to face

Wittenberg University on October 5
at 3:30 p.m. in another NCAC con-
test.

Chayne Bruneau '23 rises up for a
header, scoring a key goal. | COURTESY
OF KENYON COLLEGE ATHLETICS
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