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                                        married today

6

FEATURES
EDITORS: INDIA AMOS 
 AND  MAYA KAUFMAN

In The Collegian Õs version of the game show The Newlywed Game , we 
tested faculty and sta !  couples to see how well they know each other.
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What is LawrenceÕs favorite building at Kenyon?
MEAGAN:  Obviously Peirce Dining Hall ... or it better be, lol.
LAWRENCE:  Peirce Hall or the KAC.

If Meagan could travel anywhere, where would she go?
LAWRENCE : Hawaii. IÕm likely o !  on this question because Meagan 
wants to travel everywhere!
MEAGAN:  South America, because then I could brush back up on 
my Spanish and eat [a] lot of spicy Òmom-and-popÓ hole-in-the-
wall foods!

We met 11 years ago work -
ing together at PF ChangÕs 
and started dating then 
for about six months. We 
broke up but kept in touch 
as friends over the years. 
During the blackout we had 
a few years back we just 
started talking again and 
have been best friends ever 
since.
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What is KatherineÕs favorite breakfast food?
VICTOR:  Eggs with salsa and cream cheese.
KATHERINE:  Eggs with salsa, cream cheese and bacon.

What is VictorÕs favorite TV show?
KATHERINE:  He normally doesnÕt watch TV, but he loved the Mexi -
can comedian Chespirito.
VICTOR:  The Sopranos .

We met as graduate stu -
dents in the department 
of Romance languages at 
the University of Oregon. 
WeÕve been together 
since 1996.
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What is KathyÕs spirit animal?
CHRIS: Common yellow throat warbler.
KATHY:  A bird?

What is ChrisÕs biggest pet peeve?
KATHY:  Not much gets to him. Perhaps incompetence in others.
CHRIS: OMG, there are so many! Texting drivers.

We met in neurophysi -
ology class in graduate 
school at Yale.

We both think it was in 
1993 [that we got mar -
ried].  WeÕre sure it was 
in late July (the 24th?)
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When Je !  was younger, what was his dream job?
JESSE: Fireman.
JEFF:  Titan of industry.

What was JesseÕs Þrst pet?
JEFF:  Snowball (a cat), but Max (a dog) was the most important.
JESSE: Dog Ñ Max.

We met at graduate 
school at the library, both 
pursuing our studies, at 
Yale. There was a sort of 
snack area in the base -
ment where we would 
sometimes go. That was 
in 1992É a long time ago. 
ItÕs all a blur.

ÒGoing to our favorite turtling 
spots to watch and feed the 
turtles, a gourmet meal, and a 
moonlit walk on the beach talk -
ing about life.Ó
Ñ Professor of Political Science 
Lisa Leibowitz

ASK A 
PROFESSOR

ÒA shared cup of hot 
chocolate in MadridÕs 
Chocolateria San 
Gines, followed by an 
aimless walk.Ó
Ñ Professor of Spanish 
Linda Metzler 

What is your ideal 
date?

Executive Chef Professors of Spanish 

Professors of Biology Professor of History and
Professor of English
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Nearly a million civilians have 
fled from which country during a 

two-day humanitarian truce?

Cinearts is hosting a movie 
marathon to celebrate Valentine’s 
Day with films by which director?

What team won the Super Bowl?

How many chicken wings did the 
winner of the 23rd-annual Wing 

Bowl eat in 30 minutes?

Ukraine

Patriots

Nora Ephron

444
(Answers within  

10% accepted)

Syria

Austin Barrett ’18

Weekly Scores

Molly Rubin ’16 Mihika Kohli ’17

Junior Class Total: Sophomore Class Total: First-Year Class Total:

Patriots

Nora Ephron

409

Ukraine

Patriots

Nora Ephron

672

Ukraine

Patriots

Nora Ephron-a-thon

109

Ukraine

Patriots

Ephron. And Meg Ryan. 
What a honey.

42
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Licensed to put a ring on it: weddings get personal

AMY SHIRER
STAFF WRITER

What is it like to be on the other side of a wedding? Two 
Kenyonites describe the process of becoming ordained.

Matthew Eley ’15, above, officiates his high school friend’s wedding. Patrick Gilligan, below, is 
also licensed to officiate weddings. 

What takes 30 seconds 
and costs $10 plus ship-
ping and handling? A li-
cense to marry couples, it 
turns out, as members of 
the Kenyon community 
can attest. 

This past summer, Di-
rector of Counseling Ser-
vices Patrick Gilligan be-
came ordained online. “It 
takes maybe 30 seconds to 
be ordained,” he said. “It 
takes longer to pay for the 
certificate with your credit 
card than it does to get or-
dained.” 

To gain his license, Gil-
ligan applied to be a min-
ister through the state of 
Ohio. After mailing his 
minister’s credential form 
online and $10 to the state, 
Gilligan then received his 
minister’s license. “For 
under $50, you end up 
with the capacity to per-
form ceremonies that are 
recognized by the state,” 
he said.

Gilligan became or-
dained after two Kenyon 
alumni asked him to mar-
ry them. They were mar-
ried in July at the Brown 
Family Environmental 
Center. “Everybody was 
nice, and everybody was 
having a great time,” he 
said. “It was sweet. [The 
couple] came a few days 
early, and we sat down for 

a few hours one day and 
talked a lot about them 
and their relationship, 
and what was important 
to them about it, and how 
to infuse that into the cer-
emony. I felt like some sort 
of [religious] minister.”

“It felt shady — a lit-
tle sketchy that I got or-
dained,” Gilligan said. 
“When it takes 30 sec-
onds, it feels funny. Since 
then, I’ve realized it’s not 
about the process you go 
through, but the respect 
you put into the thing 
you’re doing. When peo-
ple get married, it’s a lot of 
fun. It should be an amaz-
ingly fun thing, but you’re 
also honoring this deci-
sion they’re making for 
partnership. You want to 
do it with real integrity.”

Matthew Eley ’15, a 
Collegian opinions editor, 
is also able to tie the knot 
for others. He became or-
dained in 2013, when a 
high school friend asked 
him to perform the cer-
emony. 

“It’s a pretty nerve-
racking experience,” he 
said. “I’ve been the best 
man at a few weddings, 

and attended a few oth-
ers, but being the min-
ister is a lot of weight on 
your shoulders for the 
whole entire event. You 
really can’t let your guard 
down.”

Eley received his min-
ister’s credential from 
American Marriage Min-
istries (AMM), a non-de-
nominational, interfaith 
church that provides free 
online ordination to all 
people who apply. There 
are 212,314 AMM minis-
ters in the United States, 
including more than 1,000 
in Ohio alone. An indi-
vidual’s ordination never 
expires.

Although some people 
might want their pastor to 
marry them, others would 
prefer a family member or 
friend. “I think it’s some-
thing that we’ll see more 
and more,” Gilligan said. 
“Our friends and family 
will marry us because they 
know us and they love us. 
They will be so invested in 
the meaning and beauty of 
that moment.”

Kyla Spencer ’18, who 
isn’t engaged but is think-
ing about her marriage in 

the future, would prefer 
to be married by a friend 
instead of a pastor. “I’d 
rather have a friend marry 
me and my future spouse 
because I think it would be 
more personal, and if I’m 
marrying someone who 

means so much to me, I 
want my closest friends to 
be as involved as possible,” 
she said.

Eley likes the sentimen-
tality of marrying a couple 
he knows. “It’s a very in-
timate connection with 

that couple,” he said. “If 
you’re very good friends 
with those individuals, 
you get to share not only 
a unique moment, but a 
very unique perspective of 
actually getting to watch 
them be married.”

“       Being the minister is a lot of weight on 
your shoulders for the whole entire event. 
You really can’t let your guard down.”

Matthew Eley ’15
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