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brown mud mortar. The naturally flatters aspects of these rocks are generally directed
outwards.

By the end of Phase 3, Str. 49 was a sizable stone-faced platform that supported
two earthen-floored enclosures set in an east-west line. The western example may
have functioned as an entryway whereas its eastern counterpart was less accessible
from outside the platform. The latter had a bench built into its western side. Terraces
fronted the platform on the north and east, the former being the more extensive of the
two. Modest surface-level buildings were constructed off the building’s northern and
southern flanks, these possibly being part of the complex the southwestern margin of
which was uncovered in the Str. 52 excavations.

Phase 4 seems to have been initiated after Str. 49 had been abandoned and
when its deterioration was already well advanced. Supporting this interpretation are two
stone pavements that rest atop and extend beyond the eastern and southern basal
platform walls. These units clearly were built after earth had collected to points near the
tops of these facings. Whether the accumulation was the result of natural processes,
human intervention, or some combination of the two remains uncertain. The better
preserved southern example measures 1.24x2.25m while its eastern analogue
encompasses 2 (minimally) by 2.3m; they are oriented 356 and 354 degrees,
respectively. Appended to Str. 49's northwest terrace corner is a complex of low, 0.25-
0.35m wide stone foundations that seemingly delimit at least one earthen-floored
surface-level room. The latter covers 2.85m north-south by 1.5m east-west and is
oriented due north-south. Only the western and southern footings were found; either
the “room” was open on the remaining sides or the foundations were part of some other
sort of construction, albeit one still set on ancient ground level. Remnants (parts of
stone footings) of additional surface-level buildings were also recorded 1.5m east and
abutting the west side of Str. 49. Not enough of these edifices were recovered to
reconstruct their forms and dimensions. As was the case in earlier periods, Phase 4
architecture is mostly fashioned from unmodified cobbles set in a mud mortar. Wall
stones usually have their naturally flatter aspects facing outwards. As was the case
with Str. 21, late builders here took advantage of the rise created by Str. 49's
deteriorating form to place some of their modest constructions above lower-lying terrain.
No significant effort was made to rehabilitate Str. 49.

Structure 52: Situated ca. 5m east of Str. 31 and 2m southwest of Str. 49, Str.57
anchors the eastern end of a line of buildings set along the rim of the steep descent
from the upper to lower terrace. These buildings, which include Strs. 29-31, form the
southern boundary of the patio delimited by Strs.48, 49,  on the remaining sides.
Less a single edifice as it appeared during mapping, Str. 52 consists of juxtaposed
platforms and surface-level buildings whose complex relationships were created over
the course of at least two construction periods on this spot. Fully m2 were uncovered
here under the direction of G. Silliman, digging being pursued to a maximum depth of
1.08m below modern ground surface outside architecture.

The earliest building stage recognized here saw the construction of a substantial
earthen-floored surface-level edifice (Str. 52A) set on the terrace marginand a m high
stone-faced platform lying 2.9m to the northeast, back from the edge (Str. 52B). The
former covers at least 4.3m north-south by 1.25m east-west and is aligned




approximately 351 degrees. Stone foundations measuring 0.45-0.9m across bound
what seems to have been a single room covering, minimally, 4.1m by 0.8m; no built-in
furniture was recorded within this space. The platform is 2.9m long north-south, runs at
least 1.3m east from its exposed western basal facing, and is oriented roughly 352
degrees. Limited excavations on the platform’s summit revealed no superstructure
architecture outside of a stone pavement. Fragments of what may have been a second
surface-level building situated between these two edifices were uncovered along with
evidence for a low stone terrace extending west from Str. 52A’s southwest corner. The
latter may have been designed to slow erosion down the steep southern escarpment.

During the succeeding phase, Str. 52B was expanded by the addition of a 0.25m
high, stone-faced and -surfaced addition that abuts the platform’s western flank. This
construction is 2.8m wide north-south (measured across the center) and projects 4.2m
west from its intersection with the core platform, 1.55m south of the latter's northwest
corner. The addition’s northern facing runs 1.8m at 252 degrees west from its
abutment with Str. 52B before canting markedly to the southwest (229 degrees). The
latter segment is fashioned from an unusual mix of stones: a cut block, limestone slab,
and a roughly circular rock that form’s the addition’s northwest corner. The addition’s
western basal wall's substantial size (0.9x2.2m) suggests that it may have doubled as a
fill retaining unit and a bench.

At or about the time of Str. 54B's augmentation, a surface-level building (Str.
52C) was being raised a scant 0.4m to the south. Portions of the stone foundations
that bounded this earthen-floored enclosure on the north and south were uncovered
overlapping the western footing of Str. 52A. These walls are 0.25-0.5m wide, stand to a
maximum preserved height of 0.38m high, enclose an interior space covering at least
1.2x2.1m, and are oriented, very roughly, 248 degrees. A low, 0.9m wide wall connects
Str. 52C to the southwest corner of Str. 52B’s addition.

Wall fragments, most likely parts of ground-level edifices, were uncovered 0.3-
0.7m west and 0.7m east of Strs. 52B and 52C (two and one examples, respectively).
These appear to have been parts of casual constructions more-or-less contemporary
with Str. 52C.

One remnant of a construction phase intermediate between the two periods
identified here was identified during the 2000 excavations. This low wall foundation
(Str. 52D) is 0.3m wide and was uncovered extending 1.25m south from beneath Str.
52C’s northern footing (no sign of the unit was recorded north of the overlying
foundation). Structure 52D’s base is m above that of Str. 52A’s western footing 0.6m
to the east. The orientation of Str. 52D, 357 degrees, closely resembles that of Strs.
52A and 52B, but diverges from Str. 52C’s alignment. What this variance signifies is
unclear; it may suggest that Strs. 52A, B, and D were constructed following to principles
that, for whatever reasons, were eschewed by Str. 52C’s builders.

Foundations, floors, and facings are generally built of unmodified river cobbles
the naturally flatter faces of which are oriented outwards (in the case of walls). As
noted earlier, the western portion of Str. 52B-addition’s northern basal wall is an
exception to this pattern, having been fashioned using a diverse array of stones. All
rocks are set in a brown mud mortar.

In general, Str. 52B was apparently a permanent fixture in this complex, added to
but not submerged by later architecture. South of this modest edifice, at least two,



more likely three, surface-level buildings (Strs. 52A, C, and D) were raised in
succession along the terrace margin. Isolated remnants of additional constructions
lying north and west of the Str. 52 aggregate imply that the buildings investigated during
2000 were, by the final construction phase, part of a warren whose full dimensions
remain unknown.

Structure 54: Structure 54 anchors the southeast end of what eventually became a
continuous construction that extends at least 16.8m overall and includes Str. 55 on the
northwest. This complex seals off the south flank of the patio composed of Strs. ** - **,
The land on which Str. 54 was built is rises from south to north and east to west.
Excavations conducted here under the direction of R. Smith and A. Wright uncovered **
m2 and were carried down to maximum depths of 0.7m and 1.22m below modern
ground surface outside construction and into architectural fill, respectively. One
unambiguous building phase was identified in the course of this work along with a
hitherto unexpected extensive stone pavement lying north of the platform.

Structure 54 is a stone-faced platform that stands 0.2m and 0.95m high (on the
north and south, respectively), measures 5.5x5.89m, and is oriented 11 degrees. The
building was entered from the south where two stone-faced steps are more-or-less
centered on Str. 54’s superstructure. The basal riser is 0.12m tall, ca.1.5m long, and
has a stone-paved tread measuring 1.17m across; the next ascending step is 0.28m
high, 1.85m long, by 0.75m wide and is also surfaced with stone. The former seems to
have been added late in the construction sequence. These steps give way on the north
to a 1.89m wide earth-and-stone surfaced terrace that is open on all sides saye the
east and north. In thé’c‘:ﬁ‘o’n a** m high by 0.3-0.45m wide wall bloe}és-% all
but the southernmost 0.45m of the terrace. To the north, the terrace ends i in a 0.46m
high stone-faced ascent to a stone-and-earth-floored compartment (Room 1) measuring
1.41m north-south by 3.5m east-west. Open to the south overlooking the terrace,
Room 1 is bounded on its remaining flanks by cobble walls that stand ** - ** m tall and
are 0.45-0.97m wide. Room 2 covers 1x2.33m, is ca. 0.1m above, and backs, the
aforementioned enclosure on the north. Most of this space is taken up by a 0.15m high
stone-faced bench. The latter runs across Room 2's full north-south width and extends
1.75m out from the eastern room wall. An earthen-floored compartment (Room 3), 2
measuring 0.6x0.85m, lies immediately west of Room 2. Both Room nd 2 are
bounded by unusually broad, by El Coyote standards, walls (0.81-1.05m across). Only
the foundation separating the enclosures is closer to the local norm, measuring 0.3m
wide. The latter was added late in the sequence.

Appended to Str. 54's east face is a 0.45-0.7m wide addition that extends 2.45m
north from the platform’s southeast corner. This unit covers the lower 0.3m of the basal
wall.

It seems likely that Str. 54 reached its final form as the result of two building
efforts. In this reconstructed sequence, the platform starts out measuring 4.2x4.6m and
supports Rooms 1 and 2. The former has the form and dimensions described above
whereas its northern neighbor now encompasses 1x3.2m. Subsequently, the southern
terrace, fronted by a single step, is added and a north-south running foundation is
inserted in Room 2, subdividing this space into two diminutive compartments. Near the
end of the sequence Str. 54's east facing is augmented by the construction noted
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