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Representatives of the alumn| are
certainly mot unaware of the storm. of
vehément protest which the proposed
plan for the segregation of freshmen
has evoked from the student body.
Through various ¢hannels of informa-
tion they have evidently heard of the
almost unanimous opposition offered to
this proposal by the gollege men. In the
last issus of this paper we did our best
o : to the slumni an accurate
statement of the local feeling on this
smportant matter; we tried to explain
that attitude; smd we gave the argu-
ments which are most frequently and
most logically raised in opposition: to

freshimen segregation. _

But apparently this earnest and per-
tecily legitimaie opposition bag ngt tln-
fluenced in the least degree the deter-
mination of 2 small group of the alur_n-

; h  freshmen segrezation will be-
cmnﬁ':‘ega fact In spite of the many par-
tents and objects which aré unfavorable
to its adoption. And if such an unw;s:é
step is taken by the alumni, We pradu:t
that thelr plan, In the very first year @
\ts operation, will meet with such con-
certed and digcouraging n‘ppnshl.’l.:;i ni;
fo rout 1t utterly. The stndent ¥
more than unfayorable to se_gregatim;
now, It has voiced its pbjectta?s. an
apparently thase objections have beer:
ignored. It pelieves that one of its prr.
rogatives hss heen _s.hused, and is, 3
COnSEQUEnCE, thoroughly indignant. ¥
this plan is introduced to Kenycn.h
will begin its doubtful career under the
worst  possible condltions from the
stardpoint of student co-operation.
Therefore, we take this opporiunity o
present to the slumnl once more; in an
independently published issue af the
COLLEGIAN, the position which 8n
gverwhelmingly large majority of the
Kenyon undergradudtes have taken
with regard to the segregation plan.
we urge all of the alimnl o read these
argiuments carafully; try o appreciate
the student point of view, which we

firmly believe 10 be the logical and ra-
tional attitude toward the propos
plan; and think the matter over care-
fully before they vote against the sen-
timent of the men who see the college
as it is, not as 1t should be.

STUDENT PROTEST

The following resolutions are proposed by the Executive Committes of the
Alumni Council for & vote of the alumnl June 16th.

1—That the freshman class be segregated in the college dormitories through-
out esch academic year, and—

2 That such segregation being accomplished, the initlation of freshmen into
fraternities be deferred until the sophomore year and until they ghull have
acquired at least twenty-four credits for freshman work.

The matter hias been presented to the students by Mr. Ralph Ringwalt and
Mr. Thomas Goddird, with related arguments, and much literature has been
circulated through the various divisions. WITH BUT FEW EXCEPTIONS THE
OVERWHELMING CONSENSUS OF OFINION AMONG THE STUDENTS I8
STRENUOUSLY OPPOSED TO SUCH A PLAN OF SEGREGATION. The COL-
LEGIAN, as an offcial student organ, wishes to present the gist of their argu-
ments,

1 The postponement of initiation until 24 hours credit have been earned
by freshmen hns its advantages, and the brunt of the student argument does
not hinge on this sécond resolution. In fact, as & whole, they favor such & move,
seeing the inevitable ralsing of scholarship standards,

2 The student semtiment is most bitter in regard to the possible plan of
fresimen segregation as proposed in the first resolution. Their man argument
centers around this point—DISCIPLINE CANNOT BE ENFORCED PROFPERLY
OVER THE FRESHMEN, IN ANY HOUSING ARRANGEMENT POSSIBLE,

The freshmen are to be separated from the rest of the college by one of
two means:

(a)—Either they will be grouped together on the first floor of egch of the
separate fraternity divisions, or

{b)—They will be combined into a single unit in Middle Henyon betwesn
the Wings.

There seems to be no other alternative, becsuse there Is NO. FRESHMAN
DORMITORY.

If Plin b. were adopted, 16 would mean that the non-fraternity upper class-
men would be forced to reom on the first floor of fraternity divisions, an ob-
viously uncomfortable adjustment, which would further pugment the fraternity
and non-fraternity distinetion,

1f, Plan &, were adopted, discipline could not be properly enforced. Why

would diseipline be lax and influences poor under this arrangement? A senior
council eould not march around keeping order. The responsibility for discipline,
as conceived by the alumni, rests with the head of each division in which fresh-
men are housed. Would the chapter head do this well? Here again, two pos-
sibilities must be considered.

Eithr the freshmen would be pledged al the first of the year ss at present,
or their pledging would' be postponed until the fecond semester.

Lit us consider that the men are pledged at the first of the year. Then this
situation would grise; & Deke, s Beta, and & Delta Tau pledge are rooming with
a non-fraternity freshman, under, the alleized discipline of the head of the Psi
U's. The head of the Psi U’s is hound to be indifferent to the scholastic endeav-
ors and the conduet of these freshmen from other divisions, 50 leng as they
meake no noise. If these freshmen went to their various divisions for discipline,
they would observe it as long as they were in their divisions and in their rooms
would again be Indifferent to suthority.

1{ pledging did not take place until the second semester, the same Indiffer-
enee is bound to develop among the division heads. Rushing possibilities will
gontinually be in the backs of their heads.. To enforce discipline on & group of
cocky, irresponsible prep school graduates; a nasty harangue is oneasionally ne-
cessary. Would the division head harangue possible pledging material, ‘'or Just
the undesirables who are seldom cause for such discipline? Although strict
rules would be enforced at firsf, Indifférence would develop. Rules may be
strict, but if there is no enforcement, they are useless, If discipline 15 enforced
as it should be, criticism would scatter ke wild-fire among the freshimen con-
cerning the crabbedness in certain divisions, Enmities and prejudices would
arise. A student, no matter how much of 2 mai’s man he may be, hesitates 10
condemn’ another student, The division head will not enforce rules which: bring
liim personal enmity and enmity toward the chapter on rushing possibilities,
who scoff at the “unzuthorized interference of stich a division head.” The alumni
cannot seem to see the inevitable situations which would drise if discipline were
atiempted by fraternity heads over @ group of rushing material. Discipline
would without a doubt be lax.

In summary of this first student argument, that DISCIPLINE CANNOT BE
ENFORCED PROPERLY OVER THE FRESHMEN, IN ANY HOUEBING AR-
RANGEMENT POSSIBLE, it may be well to state that in practically all colleges
where freshmen segregetion ls enforced, freshman dormitories and proctor sys-
tems are employed. Kenyon ecannot be compared with Partmoutl, Amherst,
and Williams. Kenyon has no freshman dormitory. Until she has one, such
a system is not feasible,

Some plumni may say that no discipline is necessary, but these alumni do
not know the type of freshman which is entering cellege todsy. There are two
types of students who enter college as freshmen, the consclentious men and
tiie “smooth-rounders” (unpalatable words, but descriptive). Without doubf,
the “smooth tear-sbouts' are the jeaders in any Treshman class. Well, theoret-
leally the “rounders” will Aunk out—but, not for at least one semester. Thelr
example lias been set. Theoretically, the man's man will weather the storm, bub
ihe influence would be bad, and the man’s man will weather the storm anyway,
whether the alumni plan:of segregation s adopted or not. There is a stabilizing
infiuence of & group of upperclassmen upon freshmen, when rooming together; &
gulde of mugh assistance, though often unconsciously given. Study hours are
enforced In divigions by upperclassmen, and the freshman standing is relatively
high.

’E{"ne freshmen need discipling (ot | men, think how they would be influ-
the type prevalent in the days of the|enced In groups of elght freslimen. The
alumni when midnight vaudeville shows | upperclassmen are a comparatively se-

#d | and the like were used) but a more ma- lect group. Particularly the seniors in

ture influence. They need the influence | a chapter are & more select group.

of upperclassmen. I there are weak-| THE INFLUENCE OF FRESHMEN
lings who follow the lead of just one ON FRESHMEN, NOT IN A FRESH-
man in & group of thirty upperclass- | MAN DORMITORY AND UNDER A

NO SEGREGATION
IS THEIR PLEA

“Resolved that the student body ls-
sue o vehement protest to the alumni
in regard to the freshmen segregation
plan,” was the resolution passed by an
assemblage of students in Philo Hall at
the regular June meeting of the Ken-
yon Student Assembly, on the fourth
duy of that month, The overwhelming
vote in opposition to the alumni plan
was 82 to 3,

Similar resolutions were made in
meetings of the Pan-Hellenle and Se-
nior Councils during the succeeding
week, The vote of the Pan-Hellenie
Council opposed the alumni plan by a
vote of 12 to 2, while the senjor couneil
went on record as being against the
proposal by a majority of 8 to 1.

The varions divisions were requested
to volce their attitude on the subject.
The overwhelmingly one-sided results
i.-xpresaed the student opposition as fol-
OWE:

Delta Kappa Epsilon: No, 15! Yes, 0.

Alphs Delta Phi! No, 17; Yes, 0.

Psi Upsilon: Yes, 24; No, 0, (This vote
wils taken on the plan in theory only).

Betn Theta Pi: No, 24; Yes, 0.

Delta Tau Delta: No, 24; Yes, 1.

Sigmsa Pi: No, 17; Yes, 0.

Zeta Alphat No, 18; Yes, L

Middle Kenyon: No, 17; Yes, 8.

These vates were not taken merely In
& spirit of antagonism to the alumni,
but in legitimale and logical protest
against & plan which has met the un-
qualified: disapproval of the student

DEFINITE PROCTOR BYSTEM,
WOULD BE FAR WORSE THAN THE
INFLUENCE OF UPPERCLASSMEN
ON FRESHMEN.

The purpose of this segregation plan
was to promote class spirit a5 opposed
to fraternity spirit. Let these two points
be made:

1. The fraternity distinctions are not
50 great and rivairies are not so keen as
when the slumni were here. The affec~
tlonnte friendships maede over a glass of
beer are not prevalent today, If that is
the sort of class spirit desired, but
there are many inter-division friend-
ships, and the distinctions are not half
s0 great as when the men of Middle
Kenyon cleaned out the Delta Taus,
and when the Psi U and Theta Delta
Ohl broke into the Alpha Delt lodge.

2. Class spirit could be still further
enhanced. It is a good point to drop
fraternity division lines In the upper
clagses, which can be done with class
banguets and smokers, class plays and
inter-class activities, AN INCREASED
PATRONAGE OF THE COMMONS
WOULD HELP MATERIALLY.

How can class spirit develop when
just 12 freshmen stahd on their chairs
to &ing “"There 15 a8 hell for freshmen?”
Just 75 students eat al the commons on
an average Yet this is a valuable means
for mixing of fraternity and non-fra-
ternity men. A class banguet and elec-
tion of a permanent secretary at the
end of the senior year will bring class
fellowship forward. The upper classes
can be mixed still more, The fraternity
exerts its best infiuence with the
freshmen. The purpose af the frater-
nitles of mny college Is to digest the
freshman class, mix them up, wmake
them feel at home. The class unit can
be developed later.

Another motive impelling the alumni
in this plan was the raising of scholar-
ship. The only way the scholarship
would be raised would be thaf more
men would flunk out of college. The in-
fluence would be bad.

The freshman segregation plan ls not

feasible at Kenyon.
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