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Pro-Choice March Draws 600,000 _

Honors Day to Honor Students, Alumuni
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for women.

The Collegian as it appeared April13, 1989.

,Iears Agt‘) April 10, 1989: Approximately 80 Kenyon stu-
i and professors joined the N.O.W. march from Penn-
Avenue to the Capitol Building in support of reproductive

je attempts, one more than the annual average, occurred at
that year. Three of the reported attempls were attributed (o

an class. Counselor Rowland Shepard stated that in his 18
at Kenyon, not a single suicide atiempt bad been successful.

Ago. April 17,1959: Kenyon Radio WCKO announced
would be “buttressing its strong foundation with the addition
atape deck and daily sports program. "' The sports broadcast would

ard Sunday through Friday nights at 7:55 p.m,

(ears Ago, April 8, 1949: Kenyon students were encouraged
{0 an exchange program through the University of San Andres
 Paz, Bolivia. The University offered the program in order to
cultural relations with the United States. Students would be
0 take a variety of courses—all in Spanish—including Bolivian
gology, Latin American History, Bolivian Art and Folklore, So-
il Aspects of Bolivia and Economic of Bolivia. Tuition and fees
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"dmmg which he will tell
Eastern Europe's re-
rkable periods as well as the

The committee hopes stu-
dents will take advantage of this
[reparatory event. “We're hop-
g students will take the oppor-

limity to prepare themselves for
in ble, historical moment

ﬂ.f»vecture: preparation

which the evening of April 20 will

be [by coming (o hear] Professor
Frye when he lectures and fields
questions students may have con-
ceming Walesa,” said Eric Bescak
‘99, committee chair.

Regarding Walesa's visit,
Bescak emphasized the impor-
tance of providing information
on Walesa's life. “It's just such
an incredible opportunity for all
of us,” he said. "It is my hope
that the Kenyon community will
recognize how significant [this
speaker] is. It's not often .., liv-
ing legends visit Kenyon. That's
why the Student Lectureship
Committee has and will continue
to provide opportunities in which
to educate the campus on the re-
markable life of Lech Walesa."”

Tests: assessing knowledge

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE
assessed performance in the ma-
jor program through the Senior Ex-
ercise,” and will continue to do s0,
“[1t] has not formally assessed the
extenl to which [its] students de-
velop what are called ‘general edu-
cation’ skills.” This examination is
intended to serve as a means of
assessing such skills.

The examination chosen is
The Academic Profile, adminis-
tered by the Educational Testing
Service. According to Will, the test
focuses on “[general] skills rather
than knowledge gained in the vari-
ous disciplines.”

The test consists of 36 mul-
tiple choice questions, takes 40
minutes and requires no prepara-
tion. Questions focus on the hu-
manities, social and natural sci-
ences and arg intended to “measure
college-level reading ... writing,
critical thinking and mathematics,”
as stated in the student information
booklet on the test mailed to stu-
dents with Will’s letter. Sample
questions will be available to stu-
dents taking the examination and
results will be received by the col-
lege sometime this summer.

Will noted that the College
will be evaluating the sophomore
class as-a whole rather than as in-
dividuals and that individual
scores will not be recorded in per-
sonal Kenyon records.

Accreditation refers to the rec-
ognition of an academic institution
as one maintaining the necessary

standards to prepare graduates o
pursue either admission to institu-
tions of higher learning or to
achieve credentials for profes-
sional practice. Reaccreditation
occurs as ameans of reviewing the
accreditation status of a specific
institution.

According to Kenyon presi-
dent, Robert A. Oden Ir., “Nor-
mally, following a successful re-
accreditation review, a college is
given len years until its next such
review is scheduled. Our last re-
view was in 1990, and hence our
lime is now."

Kenyon is accredited by the
North Central Association, one of
several such reaccrediting agencies.
“There are a couple of larger rea-
sons 1o do this work." said Oden,

“First we must be an offically
and formally accredited college or we
lose all kinds of government funding,”
he continued. “[For example there
would] be no student loans of grants
of the sort that we administer.””

“Secondly,” he continued,
“and as important, the reaccredit-
ing efforts offer Kenyon a chance
to leam a great deal about ourselves.
We think we do a fine job in any
number of areas, but it is often use-
ful, often supremely helpful, to get
advice and counsel from others."

Gensemer explained that a
report of the College's Self-Study
must be submitted 1o NCA several
months before their visit to per-
form the reaccrediation review. He
said the Self-Study committee,

whose members were appointed by
Provost Will, “include faculty from
each division of the College, ad-
ministrators from several areas,
and two students.”

In addition to the Self-Study
document led by Gensemer, Oden
said the College will also host a
team on extemal evaluators in Oc-
tober of 2000, and that this evalu-
ating team will likely include a
president, a chief academic officer
and two or more faculty members
from colleges similar to Kenyon,

“The group [will study] the
Self Study with great care,” said
Oden. “It [will meet],” he contin-
ued, “with representatives of just
about every college constituency,
and then [will issue] its report and
recommendations. Typically, such
teams ... will have ten to twenty
recommendations to make— areas
where the teams’ external perspec-
tive offers a chance to bring some
potentially very helpful advice to
the College.”

In a similar statement, Asso-
ciate Professor of Mathematics
Bradley Hartlaub, a member of the
Self-Study committee, said,
“Many people cringe when they
hear about the assessment process
because it is very tedious and time
consuming. Our hope is that this
time and effort will produce infor-
mation that can be used to iden-
tify strengths and weaknesses at
the college and lead to improve-
ments in all aspects of our educa-
tional mission."

Berore You Go Praces,

RINGS NOW STARTING AT $199
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Order now to receive by graduation!
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Siren: village looks to buy new alarm for tornado season

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE

Baer is leading the effort to
replace the siren. The village has
already approved the spending of
half the cost of a new system, but
the other 9,000 will need to came
from elsewhere. The village re-
cently applied for a state grant to
cover the cost. Larry Hatton, the
Knox County director of emer-
" gency management, is helping the
village with their grant application.

“For years | applied for siren

grants and they were denied,” said
Hatton. “But last year, we were
approved to receive money for a
new system in Mount Vemon. It’s
like any other grant, everyone’s
out there vying for money.”

Baer compared the risk of not
having a working siren to not having
smoke detectors in your house, “Inmy
business, it very definitely is an addi-
tional safety factor”” he said.

If the grant is denied by Ohio
Emergency Management, the vil-

lage will leok for the money else-
where, “namely from the collcge,"”
said Baer.

Vice President of Finance Jo-
seph (5, Nelson said that the col-
lege intends 1o cooperate with the
village should the necessity arise.

The piercing siren is not acli-
vated by any campus or Gambhier
offices. When a tomado warning
is issued by the NWS, 911 opera-
tors in Mount Vemon have the ca-
pability to sonnd the siren viaa re-

mote signal. “Our role is just to pro-
vide the Jocal govemments with in-
formation,” said NWS spokesman
Bob Chartuk. “It is incumbent upon
local teams to alert cities and towns.”

Though the siren has been in-
operative for months, the danger in-
creases as “tormado season' begins,
“We activaied the tomado warning
system in Knox County last summer
for a tomado that touched down near
here,” said Hatton. According to
NWS statistics, there have been no

deadly torados in Lhemz
at least 1950,

Ohio does rank 215t in the na-
tion for 'of.Sime
1950 almast 700 tomados have beey
recorded in the state. Ohio ranks 11,
for tomado fatalities, with almost 2y
recorded tomadco-related deaths inghe
past 50 years.

Because of this inherentrigk.
both the village and the college
hope o have a working siren sys.
lem as soon as possible, '
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e Over 300 courses in
44 departments

 Courses on our
lakefront Evanston
campus, on our
Chicago campus,

in the field,
and abroad

* Small, interactive day
and evening classes

* A year’s worth of
credit in biology,
chemistry, physics,
or foreign languages
in one summer

* One- to eight-week
courses available

I

THE\COURSE OF SUMEMER-“

Field Studies

. »
* San Francisco—Social Policy Studies
* National Parks—Environmental Issues

* Chicago—Urban Studies

» Cahokia Settlement—Aurchaeology

* New Mexico—Ethnography

Study Abroad

* Arles, France
* Bangkok, Thailand

* Cusco, Peru

* London, England

* Prague, Czech Republic
* South Africa
* Verona, ltaly

For your FREE Summer Session catalog, Field Studies brochure,
or Summer Study Abroad brochure, call 1-800-FINDS NU or 847-49-5250

e-mail: summer@nwu.edu

www.nwu.edu/summernu/
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we rock the party that rocks the party.

colonial cinema’s last hurrah.

Colonial Cinema in Mount Vernon shuts its doors permanently on Sunday, April 11.

» EpTY (Matthew McConaughey, Jenna Elfman) A cable network concocts a plan 1o
put a regular guy on TV 24 hours a day. AK.A. “The Truman Show” for dummies.

= Tue KinG & | (Miranda Richardson, Martin Vidnovic, lan Richardson) In this cartoon update
of the dassic Rogers & Hammerstein musical, a Brit goveness brings out the fun-loving fuzzball in
the King of Siam. Check out www.thekingandi.com, and find yourself tempted to punch both
Rogers and Hammerstein in the throat.

* THE OTHER SisTER (Juliette Lewis, Diane Keaton, Tom Skerritt, Giovani Ribisi) Lewis
plays a mentally-handicapped woman striving for liberation from her overprotective
parents. Note: if your boyfriend cries at this film, dump him.

* Trur CriME (Clint Eastwood, James Woods, Diane Venora) Eastwood plays a reporter assigned
to cover a convicted murderer’s execution. Jack Kevorlaan aalls it “the feel-good film of the year!”

Fonr SHowTiMES INFoRMATION CALL 393-3542.

*» Housing Lottery: LOTTERY 2 SELECTION. 7 p.m., Gund Commons
* Morauty oF War aND WorLD WaR I1, a lecture by WWII veteran Dan
Levin., 7:30 p.m., Philomathesian Hall
* BiLeGA, sponsored by Administrative and Staff Advisory Council. 2:30
p .m., Crozier Center

* Potann's SurrrISING TRANSITION, a lecture by Tim Frye, Ohio State University,
sponsored by student lectureships. 4 p.m., Philomathesian
» KCES Community Series: CovvunrTy Tree PLANTING. 10 am.,, KCES

Friday

.l

Sumeday

&y * Workshop: Book MAKING. 1 p.m., Craft Center
H

* Program: YoM HasHoaH: HoLocAUsT REMEMBERANCE DAY, sponsored
by Hillel. 7 p.m., Peirce Lounge

» Housing Lottery: LOTTERY 3 (4 PERSON) FORMS DUE BY 12 p.m.

* Desst & Discussion: CULTURAL PROPAGANDA IN ADVERTISING. 8 p.m., SMC

* Presentation: MONUMENTAL AND DOMESTIC ARCHITECTURE AT CHALCATZINGO
AND THE Rise of Comprix Sociery IN Cenmial Meaco, by Mania Aviles,
dissertanion fellowship candidate. 11:50 am., Olin Auditorium

» Panel Presentation: BUDGET, FINANCE, INVESTMENTS, INSURANCE, AND
BEYOND. . ., with Kenyon alumni in financial, investments, and insurance
professions, sponsored by SAA. 7 p.m., Peirce Lounge

+ LIvING SPIRITUALLY, a lecture by Joaynn Gonaware, Christian Science
Board of Lectureship, sponsored by The Kenyon Christian Science
Organization, The Student Ministries Council, and the Board of Campus

opening elsewhere tomorrow,

» FoousH (Eddie Griffin, Master P) Not satisfied with ruining rap music and basketball, Master P

sets his sights on the film industry. Gnffin and, um, P play brothers who concoct 2 comedy show. :
The hilarity has No Limit. Getit? Getie? God, I kill me.

» Go! (Taye Diggs, James Duvall, Katic Holmes) In this much-ballyhooed sophomore

effort from the man behind “Swingers,” a group of youths' lives intertwine when a drug

deal goes sour, Isn't that always the way?

—_—

1 Ministries, 8 p.m., Philomathesian Hall :
Wedne * FRIENDSHIP AND MONASTICISM: BasiL OF CAESAREA AND GREGORY OF » Never By Kissep (David Arquette, Drew Barrymore) A love-lom undercover reporter returns
L NAZIANZLF, 2 seminar by Robert Bennery, dassics. 4:15 p.m., Timberlake House to high schoal for a scoap, but history repeats iself when she finds herself sogally custed.
- * NATURE AND PLace: PoeTiy Reapmics N HONOR OF THE KeNYon * TwiN Dracons (Jackie Chan) In this film, originally released in 1992, Chan plays twins
| CENTER FOR ENVIRONMENTAL STUDY. 6 p.m., Peirce Lounge separated ar birth. Guaranteed to fearure twice as much whomping as previous Chan films!

FOR SHOWTIMES AND THEATER INFORMATION CALL: i
o AMC Theatres — Lennox, Eastland, Westerville and Dublin. 614-860-8262
» Georgesville Square 16. 614-853-0850.

s IT\'Z'lU[‘I'Il'.ll'ICL'.\', MUSIC LII]L] L‘l‘ll'k‘f[;'lilll'l'lk.’l'l[.

* Concert: CHAsERS. 7 p.m., Rosse Hall

* Dance: FiLiemo DaNce Troupe. 7 p.m., Gund Lounge

* Drama: GREAT presents THE Hetpt Chronicies. 8 p.m., Hill Theater
* BONNIE AND CLYDE, 2 film by Arthur Penn. 8 p.m., Higley Auditorium
= Concert: Te HeaLgrs, TBA, Philander’s Pub

» Folksounds Concert: Vietnamese musician PHONG NGUYEN, sponsored tom pertty. the rentals. km fdm. underworld.
by the Gambier Folklare Society. 8 p.m., Rosse Hall z
* Drama: GREAT presents THE Heip1 CHroniCLES. 8 p.m., Hill Theater nOtable 3.I.bum feleases for april 13 I

» HAROLD AND MAUDE, a film by Hal Ashby. 8 p.m., Higley Auditorium
» Recital: Pianists JaMEs CARSON ‘74 and STEVEN HOLLINGSWORTH. 8
p:m., Bemis Music Room |
* Recital: Francois CLEMMONS, visiting minority artist, voice. 2:30 p.m.,
Rosse Hall

* Student Recital: Linpsay IrviN '99, voice. 7:30 p.m., Rosse Hall

* Student Recital: Becky Hovr '99, oboe. B p.m., Rosse Hall

* Exhibit: STUDIO ART CLASS EXHIBIT, through April 25. Olin Atrium

» Wi Man Buuses,  film by Barbara Kopple. 10:15 p.m., Higley Auditorium

KMFDM Adios (w/Nina Hagen 8 members of Ministry, Skinny Puppy guestng) (Wax Trax)

Mo B. Dick Gangita Harmony (No Limit/Priority)

Mike Ness (Social Distortion leader) Cheating ar Solitaire (Time Bomb)

Tom Perty anD THE HEARTBREAKERS Echo (Warner Bros.) !
Euvis PresLEY Swspicious Minds (anthology of 1969 Memphis sessions) ]
THE RENTALS Seven More Minutes (Maverick/Reprise)

SPONGE New Pop Sunday (Beyond)

Rick SPRINGFIELD Karmea (Platinum)

BRUCE SPRINGSTEEN 8 Tiacks (culled from recent bax set; indudes two bonus tracks) (Columbia)
GEORGE THOROGOOD AND THE DESTROYERS Halfa Boy/ Halfa Man (CMC Int'l)
UNDERWORLD Beaucoup Fish (JBO/V2)

DionNE WARWICK The Definitive Collection (Arista Masters)

ReLEAsE DaTEs COURTESY OF JCE MAGAZINE.

ROOMMATLE ANNOYANCE FRON THE TOLKS THAT BROUGHT
loor or THE WEEKR You DIVERSIONS...

www.hamsterdance.com

crank your speakers to
the max and ler ‘er rip

DON'T WORRY, LOYAL READERS!

HijINX ENSUES

RETURNS NEXT WEEK!

: Advice! Crosswords!
vanna write for Comics! Jokes

. M I Ad |
the collegian? i o

THE KENYON COLLEGIAN'S LATIN TRANSLATION OF THE WEEK

ALTER IDEM (il ter ¢'dem)

ANOTHER EXACILY THE SAME.
Remember last Wednesday night when we drank those surplus botdes of
Robitussin and watched thar Adam Sandler flick four times? Dude, thar was
sweet. | have a crazy feeling thar ronight is going to be like a total alter idem!

IMPRESS YOUR FRIENDS AND COLLEAGUES!

Hilarity! Hijinx!

PLEASE STOP FORGEITING TO SEND COMMENTS TO SIMAKISK @KENYON.EDU
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OPINION

T'HE KENYON COLLEGFAN
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Arts & ENTERTAINMENT Eprmor: JoHN SHERCK
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OrNioN Pace CoorDINATOR: GRANT SCHULERT
DivErsions Eprmor: KONSTANTINE SIMAKIS

ONLINE Enimors: MaTT Brenner. Jesse Savace
NEWS ASSISTANT: JESSICA ANDRUSS

Busvess MIANAGER: NED SALTER

SusscriFnions MANAGER: Dana WHITLEY

Lavour Assivrant: Erucoxa Hveoy

Cory Epmmors: Danmr Conseery, Heamex Grcsey, CHARLE Puct
Apvisors: Cy Wamscorr, P.F. Kuuce

Kenyon isn’t ready for silence

Thursday, April 8, 1999

GIL REYES
Staff Columnist

The cost of vandalism

Two events last weekend remind us that not every-
one understands the consequences of their actions

This week's editorial is addressed primarily to those who fe¢l the
need to vandalize our campus on a consistent basis. And, more spe-
cifically, we write this for the student or group of students who dis-
charged a chemical fire extinguisher in Mather on Saturday. Those of
you who felt the need to nearly destroy the softball field last week
should also read on.

Early Sunday morming in Mather, you thought it wise (o discharge
achemical fire extinguisher, While nobody was seriously injured, stu-
dents were forced to evacuate the building for more than an hour: But
the impact of what you probably saw to be a mild prank was quite
large.

Because of your actions, the college felt it necessary 1o call our
volunteer fire department, which stands ready to respond to all calls,
even after 3 a.m. But perhaps what you do not realize is that our fire
department is not paid. They are strictly volunteers. Was it simply
amusing for you to see them awakened 1o clean up after your litle
prank? Or maybe you are just excited by flashing lights,

But what if while the fire department was résponding 1o your
sophomoric stunt a real fire occured somewhere else? We need not
explain the conseguences.

Enough with you, lets talk baseball.

Recently the women's softball team painted the infamous Beta
rock, covered with layers and layers of paint from years past, (0 look
like a softball. This was a clever prank,

But the retribution for this act was simply ridiculous. You went
to the softhall field, built only last year, and turned an amusing joke
into a matter of serious vandalism. Among other things, you com-
pletely dug home plate out of the ground and painted the dugout blue
and pink. This is not a prank, this is simply wrong.

But what you don’t understand is that it is not mde © softball
team, it is rude to the people who have to fix what you broke. You
clearly have little respect for the people who spend their working days
looking after yon and the place where you live.

But these are only two examples, Every hallway light smashed,
every kicked coke machine and every broken window simply bolster
the fact that many Kenyon students lack an underlying sense of re-
spect. Those of you who vandalize this campus, and we have no doubt
that you will continue, should at least try torealize the consequences
of your actions.

REACHING THE COLLEGIAN

Office: Chase Tower at the top of Peirce Hall's main mairway

Mauiling address: The Kenyon Collegian, Student Activities Center, Gumbner, OH 43022
Business address: P.O. Box 832, Gambier, OH 43022

E-mail address; collegian @kenyon.edu

WWW address: hitp//www kenyon edu/pubsicollegian

Phone numbers: (740) 427-5138, 5319

The opinion page is a space for members of the community ta discuxs issues relevant
to the campus and the world at large. The opinions expressed on this page belong only
tothe writer. Columns and letters tothe editors do not reflect the opinions of the Kenyon
Collegian staff. Voice frotn the Tower is used when a member of the Kenyon Collegian
staff wishes 1o express a personal opinion apart from the staff as a whole. All members
of the community are welcome 1o express opinions through a letter to the editors. The
Kenyon Collegian reserves the night ta edit all lettees submitied for length and clanity
The Collegian cannot accept anonymous or pseadonymous letters. Letiers must be
signed by individuals, ot organizations, and must be 200 words or less. Letters must

also be received nio later than the Tuesday prior 1o publication. The Kenyon Collegian
paants as many leters as poasmble each week subject to space, inferest and appropriatencss
Members of the editorial board reserve the right to reject any submission. The
Collegian also will consider publishing letters which run considerably beyood 200

words, If such & letter meets the above criteria of space, interest and appropaateness,
the author will be notified and the letter will be published as & guest column

The Kenyon Collegian is published weekly while the college is in session, except
during examination and vacaiion perods The views expressed in the paper do not

necessanily reflect the views of Kenyon Collage

On April 8, 1998 aver 100
colleges, high schools and univer-
sities participated in the National
Day of Silence (NDOS). A year
later, there are probably even more
participants, There might even be
a few at Kenyon. But I'm not one
of them.

NDOS participants believe
that “laws and attitudes should be
inclusive of people of all sexual
orientations,” and hope that their
action draws “attention 1o those
who have been silenced by hatred,
oppression and prejudice.” The
cards that participants pass oul in-
stead of speaking make these rea-
sons, among others, clear 1o read-
ers, [ agree with these goals, and |
agree with these means. To an ex-
tent.

There is always some debate
whether or not a silent protest
works. Silence is just another tac-
lic 1o get a point across, In order
for it 1o be effective, the other days
of the year must be spent vocaliz-
ing your arguments and educafing
yOur comimunity.

1 feel that the queer commu-
nity has been vocal at Kenyon. But
I am having trouble believing
those we have been speaking to
will emerge from this year any
more educated aboul queer issues
than they were in September. 1 just
don't feel like many of you have
been listening.

See, I've been listening to
you. I'm just afraid of the message
I've been getting, So 1 wanted 'to
take a moment and find oot if what
I've heard is really true. After
sending an allstu asking the cam-
pus to consider the “Don't Ask,
Don't Tell™ policy and the
Solomon Amendment, | received
a reply in which a person claimed
he disagreed with “everything |
had said."

I was dumbfounded. This per-
son was actually disagreeing with
the idea that Keényon students
should educate themselves on gov-
emment policies. Now, had this

Silence is just another tactic to get a point
across. In order for it to be effective, the other
days of the year must be spent vocalizing your
arguments and educating your community.

been an isolated incident I would
have let it pass in one eye and out
the other, but the majority of a cer-
1ain Kenyon sports leam seemed
to agree that they just didn't want
to know about gay issues; much to
the chagrin of a few of their play-
ers who had been proponents of the
day’'s attempt (o educate the cam-
pus.

A close friend of mine even
expressed her aggravation regard-
ing the amount of e-mails on the
subject, Do Kenyon students really
close their minds to people at-
tempting to educate them?

I came across this guote ear-
lier this year, “Understanding, and
action preceding from understand-
ing and guided by it, is the one
weapon against the world's bom-
bardment, the one medicine, the
one instrument by which liberty,
health and joy may be shaped ...
in the individual, and in the race”
(James Agee, with Walker Evans,
Let us now Praise Famous Men,
1941). I've worked hard to under-
stand all sides of issues that effect
me and then act from that point of
understanding.

Then, to be met with igno-
rance and stereolypes as opposi-
ton, puts me in a very frustrated,
“why do I bother,”" position, But
what happens when people stop
listening to each other? When we
stop trying to understand each
other? Individuals stop progress-
ing, and far above that, the society
stops progressing. We reach a type
Of SLasis.

These don't seem like radical
ideas to me, Perhaps that is be-
cause | grew up under the creed of
“never stop leaming,” one that |
thought would have to be adopted
by anyone attempting (o gain a lib-

LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Student responds to harrassment

Does homophaobia exist al
Kenyon? From my experience
off the hill, it seemed hard to
believe that anyone would dare
argue that this problem bad
faded into non-existence. In fact,
I thought it was clear that, from
my [irst moments at Kenyon, it
did exist: a carrel in Gund Com-
mons had [ hate faggols™ etched
into it

Second semester of fresh-
man year, I was walking on the
Kokosing Gap Trail and saw
“Fag = Death” spray-painted in
very large, noticeable letters on
the floorboards of the bridge,
Wouldn't this hint at the possi-
bility aof homophobia existung
here at Kenyon?

This year, a week before
Spring Break, 1 woke up and saw
my door sign had been ripped
down. A deragatory phrase was
written on my dry-erase board.
Over Spring Break, it happened
again. | filed a report with secu-
rity.

[ hoped the story would end
there, but yesterday | was walk-
ing next to the Post Office when
a passenger leaned out of a car
and yelled “faggot.”

Let's be truthful here: I'am
gay. I have known this for a long
time, but have choseén not 1o be
an activist in the gay community
I did not want (o pigeon-hole
mysell into a category. I have a
lot of duties bere that I am proud

eral arts education. Now m;jg

‘hatit. I want to have today opento

==

here, I'm getting the impression
that a lot of you aren’t trying {o
progress. That you've shut down
your minds to the plights of thoss
who do not immediately effeq,
you. It's a shame. I stand here, &
many others on this campus do,
trying to be your informant., hop-
ing you will ask me questions, and
only a handful of you care,

Earlier this year, a few st
dents wrote that Kenyon has a very
queer-friendly attitude. Fora while
I thought that might be the cass
However, | have seen friends of
mine deal with hate vandalism. |
have seen students shuffle out.of
Peirce with their eyes to the floor,
literally wrning their backs on the
struggles of queer students by e
fusing (o become informed. Thave
seen outspoken bigots pat each
other on the back in congratula-
tions of their ignorance.,

1 considered participating in
NDOS this year. Fora while I con-
sidered asking the Collegian to
print only the NDOS explanation
card that participants pass out, sur-
rounded by blank space, in place
of my column today, |

Then I remembered that [
spent nearly 18 years of my lifere-
maining silent every time I heard
hate speech. I kept my mouth shut
when someone perpetuated a st
reotype about gays instead of us-
ing myself as an example (0 com-

continoe (0 educate the campus.
There is, of course, the possibility
that T won't have the opportunity
today to do so. But if T prevented
someone from going to bed with-
out facing her/his apathy, then
maybe by this time next year [
won’t have to talk.

to do. I have close friends. 1 am
a student here who came to leam
and live, ’

But I have been labeled by
a group of people who wish (0
let me know that T am gay. [ am
comfortable with my sexuality,
yet sadly, I feel I can no longer
trust others. I hate this anxiety
that has become a part of me.

I have accepted that this isa
part of my learning and living
but I do not want the idea that
this is a “homophobia free-zone”
10 exist. 1 regret that I sat back
for the past two years, but refuse
1o do $0 now.

- Mike Flayd ‘01




