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Lauren Toole ’14 wins. 
Always. 

Sam Justice ’15, left, and Josh Lee ’17, right, helped keep Oberlin o� the scoreboard in two straight games.
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Men’s soccer edges out Oberlin, advances to NCAC �nal

Ladies beat Wooster, then down Denison for playo� win
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Christine Bloom ’16 is a consistent point producer for the Ladies’ o�ense.
HENRI GENDREAU | COLLEGIAN

 “It’s exciting to get another 
chance at someone,” Co-Cap-
tain Lewis Williams-Gray ’14 
said. 

After tying with Oberlin 
College 0-0 in double over-
time during the f inal game of 
the regular season on Saturday, 
Nov. 2, the Lords got another 
shot to take down the Yeomen 
yesterday evening in the North 
Coast Athletic Conference 
(NCAC) semif inals. 

This time, Kenyon emerged 
with a 1-0 victory to advance 
to the championship game on 
Saturday, Nov. 9. 

This season has been the 
Lords’ most successful since 
2010’s 15-3-2 campaign. Ty-
ing Oberlin on Nov. 2 brought 
them only two points behind 
f irst-place Ohio Wesleyan 
University (OWU). 

The tie ensured the Lords 
f inished with a 14-3-3 overall 
record and an unbeaten record 
in conference play at 6-0-3. 

The Yeomen backpedaled 
for much of the game on Satur-
day, packing the box to protect 
from waves of Kenyon pres-
sure. 

The Lords released a to-
tal of 29 shots, forcing Ober-

lin goalkeeper Brandt Rentel 
to make 15 saves. While some 
saves were extraordinary, oth-
ers leaned more on the side of 
luck. 

On one play, Rentel took 
down a Lord in the box but the 
referee did not award a penalty. 
The Lords played a very physi-
cal game, according to mid-
f ielder Luke Guju ’15.

“We have really imposed our 
physicality and our intensity 

on every team we have played,” 
Guju said. Guju controlled the 
midf ield by tackling away any 
Yeomen advance, yet while the 
Lords piled on more shots in 
the second half, they could not 
f ind a breakthrough. 

Jeremiah Barnes ’16 and 
Nate Petrou ’15 led the way 
with f ive shots each. The game 
f inished after 110 minutes 
of intense, scoreless action. 
Wednesday evening was a dif-

ferent story, according to Wil-
liams-Gray. 

“[Oberlin was] a lot better 
than they were last time,” Wil-
liams-Gray said. “We scored 
the goal and we just outworked 
them. The ball didn’t break our 
way on Saturday, [but] it did 
today.”

Barnes gave the Lords the 
winning shot, summing up 
all of the offense they needed 
halfway through the f irst half 

when he scored an unassisted 
goal off of a defensive rebound. 

Unlike on Saturday, the 
Lords took better advantage 
of their opportunities to score, 
and the game could have been 
a lot closer, according to Wil-
liams-Gray. 

“We had f ive or six good 
chances, and they had one, 
maybe two, halfway decent 
chances,” he said. “We played 
some really good stuff, and we 
should have had more.”

The Lords outshot the Yeo-
men 15-6, with Petrou leading 
the way with four, and goal-
keeper Sam Clougher ’17 tal-
lied one save. 

Kenyon once again kept the 
Oberlin goalkeeper busy in the 
net, forcing him to complete 
f ive saves. 

“I think our guys did enough 
to win it,” Head Coach Chris 
Brown said. “I think mental-
ly … we had enough focus to 
get the job done, and we got it 
done.”

The Lords’ next game will 
be against OWU in Spring-
f ield, Ohio for the conference 
championship on Saturday, 
Nov. 9. 

“At this point every game is 
another championship game,” 
Williams-Gray said. “It’s real-
ly good to get into the f inals.”

The Kenyon f ield hockey 
team (12-6, 10-4 conference) 
closed out their regular season 
in dramatic fashion last Sat-
urday, coming from behind to 
edge the College of Wooster 
in the closing seconds of the 
match. 

Kenyon then faced off 
against Denison University 
in the North Coast Athlet-
ic Conference semif inals in 
Granville last night, their f irst 
trip to the conference playoffs 
since 2008. The Ladies beat 
the Big Red 1-0 to advance to 
the conference championship 
game.

In the Ladies’ f inal regular 
season game against Wooster 
on Saturday, Nov. 2, things 
looked strong early on as Alex 
Bair ’14 drilled a shot past the 
Wooster goalkeeper at 10:31 
for the 1-0 lead. 

Unwilling to be shut out in 
their f inal home match of the 
season, Wooster battled back 
to score with just 1:39 remain-
ing in the f irst half, and again 
early in the second half to pull 
ahead 2-1.

Wooster’s lead vanished at 
the 52:26 mark, however, as 
Hannah Drake ’16 tied the 
game up at two after burying a 
shot off a pass from Bair.

With the game still tied 
with one minute left in regu-
lation, Co-Captain Maddie 
Breschi ’16 provided the last-
second heroics for Kenyon.

“I knew that the time was 
getting pretty low,” Breschi 
said. “I remember looking at 
the clock and it being like 1:45, 

1:33 and it was kind of getting 
down to the wire … [Co-Cap-
tain] Sam [Johnston ’15] had 
it on the sideline and she just 
saw me in the middle and I got 
the ball and I just started tak-
ing it upf ield. I pulled right 
and went up the f ield and went 
right into the circle.” 

After realizing she had a 
clear look at the cage, Bres-
chi pushed her shot between 
the goalkeeper’s left foot and 
the right post for the go-ahead 

score with a mere 23 seconds 
remaining in regulation.

Breschi’s goal brought her 
season scoring total to 42 
points and 17 goals in the sea-
son — breaking both Kenyon’s 
single-season points record 
and matching the single-sea-
son goals record.

“It was really exciting, I was 
pretty pumped,” Breschi said.

With one last opportunity 
for Wooster to send the match 
into overtime, Kenyon’s de-
fense held strong for the f inal 
seconds of play, and the Ladies 
secured their f irst victory at 
Wooster in seven years. 

“It’s hard, honestly, coming 
away from Wooster winning,” 
Head Coach Jacque DeMarco 
said. “And it’s really nice to 
see our team come back from 
being down and winning the 
game. It was a really good vic-
tory for us,” DeMarco said. 

The win against Wooster 
meant the Ladies would meet 
Denison in the playoffs. De-
spite falling to the Big Red 
twice earlier this year, De-
Marco was conf ident the La-
dies had what it takes to steal 
one from Denison in postsea-

son play before they faced off 
against the Big Red yesterday.

“Yes, they are a very good 
team, and I won’t take any of 
that away from them,” De-
Marco said before the game. 
“But I think that we are just 
as good as they are, and when 
we work well together and fo-
cus on our team, we can beat 
anybody.”

And that they did. The No. 
2-seeded Big Red came out 
strong, controlling the ball for 
most of the f irst half, attempt-
ing eight shots, compared to 
just four by Kenyon. 

But the Ladies f inally broke 
the deadlock towards the end 
of the second half, when Susie 
Gurzenda ’14 launched a pass 
from Bair into the back of the 
Denison cage to give the La-
dies the lead. The Kenyon de-
fense went on to hold the Big 
Red scoreless, sealing the vic-
tory. 

Kenyon will head to Craw-
fordsville, Ind. to face De-
Pauw University on Satur-
day, Nov. 9 in the conference 
championship game. The La-
dies are 0-2 against the Tigers 
this season.


