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HE EDITORS PAGE
Singing, and Belonging
Y hen my wife, Jane, took me for better or
% /% J worse, she knew that camp songs were part
of the bargain. On long drives, steering with
• one hand while flamboyantly conducting with
the other, I might launch into "I Love to Lie Awake in Bed"
("... right after Taps and pull the flaps above my head...") or
"Down at the Lake" ("... get your little suntan brown at the
lake"). Once I got started, I'd run through the whole songbook — for better or worse.
It got to the point where she knew most of the words, and
sometimes she'd sing along for a few bars, albeit in a way that
struck me as insufficiently enthusiastic. Or, in the middle of
a color-war medley or bungalow ballad, she'd stop me with
a wince and ask, "You realize that you just changed keys,
don't you?"
I would pretend to take this as a compliment — yes,
madamc, I can sing in two keys at once — just as I pretended
to believe that nobody could resist the joy of this eternally
echoing sound track from my boyhood.
I embraced her songs as well, doing my best to learn the
two interlacing parts of "Singing Along the Open Road,"
from her Girl Scout days, and belting out "En National,"
from her year as an exchange student in Argentina. "En
National, colegio dc mujercs, en National, es lo mcjor que
hay..." I have minimal Spanish, but 1 loved to wrap my
tongue around this school ditty — yes, partly because the
lyrics took a naughty turn, but also because of the inherent
playfulness of the song, of all song, really, music caressing or
cavorting with its perfect partner, language.
From lullabies to TV jingles, songs latch onto us, and
hold on. I found myself thinking about this uncanny pt >wcr
when I read "Sing Along," our story about the tradition and
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culture of singing at Kenyon (page 14). The old fraternity march
ing songs, the modern proliferation of a cappella groups, ageless
"Doc" Locke and his Chamber Singers and Community Choir,
First-Year Sing and Senior Sing as bonding rituals and rites of
passage: The story makes it clear that, on this campus, song is a
way to belong.
In song, we're all obedient to some strange spell. We evolved
into singing — the tuneful ape, who turned hoots and huffs into
32-bar standards. Whales may vocalize, but I doubt that golden
oldies get stuck in their heads.
Jane and I came to Gambier in 1989, when she got a job teach
ing French. I was the trailing spouse, alone in a draughty rental
house at the bottom of the Hill, without work, office, colleagues,
niche. But. Kenyon being Kenyon, I heard about the Community
Choir, and I sought out Ben Locke to sec if I could join.
"What part do you sing?" he asked me.
I had no idea.
"Based on the timbre of your voice, I'd say you were a tenor."
I was pleased to learn that my voice had a timbre, and a little
puffed up about the fact that I shared a range with Pavarotti.
In rehearsals, however. I soon discovered that my best hope of
avoiding chromatic drift as we struggled through the Mozart
Requiem was to stand close to English professor John Ward and
try to match his pitch.
Around the house, the Requiem's "Confutatis" replaced
"Down at the Lake." But if the lyrics carried more weight
(Confutatis maledictis... "when the accursed arc confounded"),
the personal meaning was much the same. Song initiated me into
a place, drew me into a kind of family.
I eventually found a fuller and more suitable niche, with a job
writing and editing in the Communications Office and a chair
in the trumpet section of the Symphonic Wind Ensemble; later,
the Jazz Ensemble as well. In short, my life at Kenyon has been a
g(xxl marriage of words and music.
I don't sing as much as I used to, but the trumpet — trans
muting air into melody — has its own uncanny power, and its
own capacity to annoy. When I'm practicing. Jane will sometimes
glance up from her work and give me a look. I'm all too familiar
with that... lets see... indulgent smile? Affectionate grimace?
I'll stop and turn to her hopefully.
She'll say: "That's loud."
— Dan Laskin

LETTER?
Keeping connected
I just wanted to tell you how much I've enjoyed
the Bulletin in the past 10 years or so and how
frequently (and well) it keeps me connected
to Kenyon. For example, seeing P.F. Kluge '64
cited as Gambier's citizen of the year (Fall
2015) was a hoot. I knew him while at Kenyon
and had a chance to chat with him at our 50th
reunion. I understand that morning coffee
featuring P.F. and Perry Lcntz should be a
required course.
As captain of the 1965 Ohio Conference
champion golf team, I also thoroughly enjoyed
the article in the same issue about the current
team and have since had the chance to talk
with Coach Grant Wallace.
Finally, the news feature about Matthew
Winkler '77 was excellent. It is possible that
Mr. Winkler was delivering the Journal
News at the same time I was writing for the
Westchestcr-Rockland newspapers in 1965-66.
Again, the Bulletin is a superb publication.
Thanks sincerely.
— Robert Ley/) '65

The silhouetted cyclist
I read with great pleasure your photo essay
"All in a Day" in (the Winter 20161 Alumni
Bulletin. However, what I will treasure for a
lifetime is the photo of the unnamed cyclist
on the cover. She is my daughter, Ruby KochFienberg '17. While it is only a silhouette, it is
unmistakably Ruby, with her backpack, plastic
flowers on the basket and hair in the wind. She
confirms from Australia, where she is spend
ing a semester away, that it is her. Thank you
to the photographer for capturing her spirit in
such a beautiful photo.
— Allen Fienherg P'17

From mud holes to pathways
Your article on the "new" Middle Path in
downtown Gambier ("Same as It Ever Was,"
Winter 2016) left out the interesting history of
this project.

In 1971,1 became Kcnyons first grounds
manager. The College had just doubled in size,
and Middle Path through the downtown was a
mud hole. The gravel had splayed well beyond
its normal width. Constant foot traffic, as
people crossed to destinations on Chase and
Gaskin Avenues, had destroyed all grass and
eroded the soil. Drivers would step out onto
mud-covered eurbs.
With the support of President Caples and
others, I set about to design this area for the
massive new use it was seeing. But where did
all these people actually walk? No one could
tell as there was nothing but compacted dirt.
My solution was to go out after light snow
falls and record the foot traffic patterns over
several days. 1 then used these patterns as the
backbone of the design, laying out gravel crosspaths in these areas. I filled in the rest of the
spaces with railroad tie planters, benches and
brick "carriage walks" along the street edges.
I replaced many dying trees with hackberries,
normally an excellent native tree choice for a
high-traffic area but which never performed
well here.
The project was well received and worked
as intended. I even received a letter from
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TO OUR LETTER WRITERS
The Bulletin welcomes letters of 300 or fewer
words. Letters to the editor may be used for
publication unless the author states the letter
Is not to be published. Letters may be edited for
style, length, clarity, grammar and relevance to
Kenyon issues. Please address submissions to:
Editor. Kenyon College Alumni Bulletin.Office of
Communications, Gambier. Ohio 43022. Letters
may also be submitted to alumni@kenyon.edu.

Provost Bruce Haywood describing the solu
tion as "ingenious" — quite an honor for a
mere ex-student! [See photo below, from the
summer of 1972.)
After 40 years, this area needs refreshing.
My thanks go out to the many people who,
over the decades, have landscaped the planter
beds so beautifully.
— Stephen Christy 71

CORRECTIONS:
In an obituary for E.L. Doctorow in the Fall 2015
edition, the date of his last visit was misstated. In
addition to delivering the Commencement address
in 1985, he came to campus on April 10,2002.
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Sound Tracks
A hard-working duo has made
the WKCO recording studio the
place to go for student musicians.
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The smell hits first — a mix of junked papers and leftovers from lunch,
with a hint of dreaming rock stars huddled in unvcntilated quarters for
a few hours too long. On one side of a cavernous room, couches and old
record covers line the walls; on the other, a long hallway leads to a maze
of nooks filled with CDs and stray cables. Somewhere deep inside, two
students giggle.
Welcome to the home of beloved Kenyon radio station WKCO and
its equally prized, albeit less well-known, student-run recording studio.
Cluttered with cables and spare drum-kit parts and decked out with
sagging strands of holiday lights, the narrow studio retains the offbeat
bravado of the broadcast and sound tech booths, which connect to the
studio through two glass windows.
The masterminds — and co-managers — of the recording studio arc
Seth Reichert '17, a music major from Bozeman, Montana, and Teddy
Farkas 16, a film major from New York City. Together, the duo has
captured the sound of dozens of Kenyon musicians, storytellers and a
cappclla groups, boosting the campus music scene along the way. This
spring alone, Reichert and Farkas worked with singer-songwriter Amanda

K

J

i

Goodman '18, indie rock band Park Strangers,
a cappella group Take Five, a group of peer
counselors and singer-songwriter Rioghnach
Robinson '16, among others. They even record
in spaces around campus, packing up their
microphones and soundboards for gigs in Storer
Hall, the Horn Gallery and Ascension Hall.
The wide array of recording opportunities
across campus tests the ability of Reichert
and Farkas to consistently register the best
sound possible. Artists' personal styles and
the acoustics of rooms around campus can
differ drastically.
"A solo album presents a challenge in that
you have to present it very cleanly and crisply
but in a way that's also interesting when you
only have a guitar and a vocalist," Reichert said.
"It's also a challenge when you're recording a
live eight-piece band in the studio and it's loud
and there's drums and you have all these other
things to think about."
While mastering the art of recording,
Reichert and Farkas have contended with fail
ing equipment. A push by students in 2009
yielded some newer tools suitable for recording
a cappella groups around campus. But interest
in learning how to use the devices lagged, and
by the time Farkas and Reichert arrived on the
scene, much of the newly purchased gear had
fallen into disrepair.
The two labored to bring the studio up
to snuff, lobbying the student government
for funds to upgrade older hardware. They
added more than a dozen microphones, sound
absorbers, a soundboard and even a drum kit.
(Members of Walk the Moon are rumored to
have swiped a floor torn from WKCO's kit
during their heyday in Gambier — the drum has
since been replaced.) Bands appreciate the avail
ability of WKCO's equipment, as it occasionally
is superior to their own.
"The drum kit that we play on I bought from
the ADs |Alpha Delta Phis] for a case of beer,"
Noah Weinman '16, a member of the band Park
Strangers, said. "It's not great — $15 for a drum
kit. But the WKCO kit is pretty nice."
The next major endeavor for Farkas and
Reichert is to raise awareness, bring in new
students and share their knowledge of sound
production, ensuring the studio's longevity. "We

have a lot of staff now, hut our main problem
in the past was not getting enough people
to come in here to record and not getting
enough people in here to learn how to record."
Farkas said.
Farkas himself had not touched a sound
board before arriving at Kenyon. After coming
across WKCQs table at the student activities
fair his first year, he began attending staff
meetings and quickly became engrossed in the
mechanics of the station and studio. Reichert,
who dabbled in sound work in high school,
built his chops through a WKCO internship
his first year at Kenyon.
Booking a recording project through
WKCO's studio is simple — and free.
Students email Farkas and Reichert stating
their interest, and the co-managers work out
a schedule and walk them through the steps
to creating a masterpiece. Recording an entire
album can require a significant time commit
ment — it took Farkas nearly 30 hours to
capture tracks for a recent Park Strangers
album before he and the band started mixing
and editing the tracks together.
"Teddy has been with us every single step,"
Weinman said. "We don't really view [the
album 1 as so much a product. At this point it's
a learning experience."
"This is more just for the students than for
us." Farkas said. "All the work I do here, its
totally free."
Despite their success, both Farkas and
Reichert know that their time at Kenyon, and
at the studio, is waning. Even the location of
the studio itself is in flux. As part of Kcnyon's
Master Plan, Farr Hall, home of WKCO since
the 1960s, is expected to be demolished, and
a search for a permanent home for the studio
is ongoing.
"One of the difficulties of running a campus
organization, especially at a small school like
Kenyon, is that there's such a high turnover,"
Reichert said. "Every four years, someone new
is in charge. The trick at this point is, how are
we going to find people who can take that on
when we're gone?" I?
— Mary Krister
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GAMBIER IS
TALKING ABOUT
JO THE GAMBIER GRILL
Making way for planned townhouse-style
residences, the Gambier Grill was demolished
in March. The site was home to Larry's Pizza
in the 1970s, and the Pirates' Cove opened
in 1978. Cove owners took their business to
Mount Vernon in 2002, and the College bought
the building, which became the Gambler Grill.
The popular bar was expected to remain open
through June, but the business owner shuttered
the place in February after a Saturday-night
burst of vandalism.

JO HOVERBOARDS
The Student Affairs Division banned
hoverboards from College buildings, citing
dangerous battery packs, before students
returned from the winter break.

JO ALL ABOARD
Knox Area Transit expanded bus service
to Gambier. Hourly stops in Gambier will
shuttle students Monday through Saturday
to the Buckeye Candy building, the Kroger
supermarket. Rite Aid Pharmacy. Knox
Community Hospital and Wal-Mart.

JO VILLAGE MARKET
With clearance from the Gambier Village Council
in hand and trustees' approval, the College will
start to build a new Village Market this summer
at 111 Chase Ave., which has been home to the
Black Box Theater and is across the street
from where the market now sits. The Black Box
moves to a new building near the Craft Center.
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Fair and Equitable
Title IX case bringsfocus to Kenyan policy and procedures.
A blog about Title IX at Kenyon circulated widely in the spring
and raised concern in the Kenyon community.
The College is barred by federal privacy laws from discuss
ing specific cases that involve Title IX and the Violence Against
Women Act and also strives to respect the privacy of all parties
involved in investigations into sexual misconduct.
President Sean Decatur decided to launch an independent
audit of the Title IX policy
and procedures. An
independent firm will begin
work this summer and
continue into the fall so that
students may participate.
Results of the audit will be
shared with the community.
Brackett Denniston '69,
chair of the Kenyon College
Board of Trustees, responded with an open letter to the commu
nity. and the board endorsed the audit and suggested a special
committee to support the audit. "Sexual assault is abhorrent
to each and every one of us, and we have zero tolerance for it,"
the letter says. "Sexual assault is antithetical to Kenyons values.
Indeed, it is antithetical to civilization itself. Fairness is also a
hallmark of Kenyon and of any civilization. The College's policy
and procedures require the investigators to conduct an adequate,
reliable, thorough and impartial investigation."
The special committee announced by Decatur is co-chaired by
trustee Ruth Fisher P 18 and Ted Mason P'10, associate provost
and professor of English. Members include Vice President
of Student Affairs Meredith Bonham '92, trustee Marshall
Chapin '94. Olivia Cucinotta '18, Jules Dcsrochcs *18, Professor of
Mathematics Judy Holdener, Professor of English Jesse Matz, and
Chief of Staff Susan Morse.
Kenyons Title IX policy and procedures, Decatur said, will
stand up to scrutiny. The policy has been in place since July 1,
2015, and an assessment after a year "seems appropriate," he said.
"Given the current campus conversation, an independent audit is a
gtx»d approach to analyzing how well it's working in a transparent
fashion.

"We believe our Title IX policy is up-to-date and thorough,"
he said. "It was developed after more than a year of research and
dialogue on campus, and with consultation, input and approval of
every component of campus governance, from the Student Council
to the Board of Trustees. But it is important that all members of the
Kenyon community share in this confidence in both our policies and
our practices. An independent audit will help with this."
Decatur noted that the College
has invested considerable time
and effort in recent years to
confront sexual misconduct,
including the new Title IX
policy and procedures; training
of faculty, staff and students;
conducting a student campusclimate survey; and expanding the
Office for Civil Rights.
"Kenyon is not just an abstract institution or employer," Decatur
said. "It is a community, one in which I live as well as lead."
1 itle IX is part of the U.S. Education Amendments approved by
the Congress in 1972. It says that no person shall on the basis of sex
be excluded from participation in any education program or activity
or be denied the benefits of programs or activities or be subjected
to discrimination.
In April 2011, the U.S. Department of Education sent a letter to
institutions of higher education emphasizing that "the sexual harass
ment of students, including sexual violence, interferes with students'
right to receive an education free from discrimination." Colleges and
universities were told "to take immediate and effective steps to end
sexual harassment and sexual violence."
The Kenyon Title IX policy is included on the College website
(Kcnyon.edu), with a news archive that includes related announce
ments, a blog on the subject written by Decatur, and the open letter
to the community written by Denniston. The Alumni Bulletin
will more fully explore the issue and its impact on Kenyon in a
forthcoming issue. I?

"Sexual assault is antithetical
to Kenyon's values. Indeed, it is
antithetical to civilization itself."

6

KENYON COLLEGE ALUMNI BULLETIN

Spring/Summer 2016

Earth First
President Decatur signs pledge to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.
THE FIRST STEP in a high-stakes journey was taken in February,
when President Sean Decatur officially began the march toward carbon
neutrality at Kcnyon.
In a ceremony held in Pcirce Pub, Decatur signed the carbon compo
nent of the American College and University Presidents Climate
Commitment, pledging Kenyon to a goal of carbon neutrality at a time
yet to be determined but decades in the future.
This summer, a group of students, in collaboration with faculty and
staff, are launching a greenhouse emissions inventory as
the foundation for a development plan expected to be
completed in two years. The plan will include a target
year for carbon neutrality, probably near 2040.
Decatur described the official signing as "an exciting
moment," as much for the importance of counteracting
climate change as for the collaborative process involving
student engagement that brought Kenyon to this point.
"This is a big moment in time for humanity, he said.
"When you look at the (climate-change) data, it's
astounding." Calling on the optimism that Decatur said
is vital for a college president, he shared a confidence that
climate change can be reversed.
Carbon neutrality at Kenyon will be reached through a
reduction in the emission of greenhouse gases combined with the
purchase of carbon offsets to compensate for any emissions that remain.
"We're making a commitment to something that is not inexpensive," said
David I icithaus '99, director of green initiatives, who will oversee the
plan's development.
By signing the pledge, "We have to meet certain benchmarks and
submit annual reports, Heithaus said. "There is plenty of pressure to

reach our goal. That is why we are obliged to submit a realistic plan.
Kcnyon joins hundreds of other colleges and universities in
the commitment to climate change and sustainability, including
carbon neutrality.
The drive toward a carbon-neutral campus began with a class
project and independent study that determined — with the establish
ment in July 2015 of the Office of Green Initiatives, among other
factors — that the College was ready for a carbon commitment.
Support from the Kenyon College Board of Trustees
set the stage for the historic signing.
"To make a carbon neutrality plan is going to
be a pretty large student project that is going to
require a lot of conversation and effort," said
Matthew Meyers '17, Student Council sustainability
chair and co-coordinator of the Environmental
Campus Organization. "Its going to take a long time
to achieve carbon neutrality."
Meyers, an environmental economics major from
Roanoke, Virginia, joined Sarah Oleisky '16, a
psychology major from Owings Mills, Maryland, and
Lauren Johnstone '15 of the Climate Action Reserve
in an independent study group that worked with
Siobhan Fcnncssy, Philip and Sheila Jordan Professor in
Environmental Studies, to launch the initiative.
Decatur emphasized the role of the College as a member of the
local and global community and the importance of setting an example
of proper stewardship of resources. And he mentioned a key aspect of
the liberal arts education — "understanding what it means to be a
good citizen."
After signing the document, Decatur said, "Yes, we arc on our way." 15

"There is plenty
of pressure to
reach our goal.
That is why
we are obliged
to submit a
realistic plan."

Making the Grade
B+
Kenyon raised about
$36,000 to fight
cancer during the
April Relay for Life
event, including
about $2,500 at
the Equestrian Club
cookie-decorating
booth.

A fire set in
the parkinglot
\
!5
behind the Olin
Library attracted - sSgggS£5a
the attention of
K
Campus Safety.
Officers found a
student burning
a book for an art
project.

mm
mm

Safety officers responding
to a report of noises
coming from duct work
inside Old Kenyon found
a jacket outside the
trash chute. Two women
students responded to
shouts andcrawled out.
"They were scared," the
officer reported.

A fall throughan Old
Kenyon fourth-floor
bull's-eye window
left a student
battered but alive.

A student fell asleep in a
Village Innrestroom and
woke up to the find the
restaurant closed. The
napping continued
A
on a dining
JT
room bench.
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ADVANTAGE KENYON
Ten years on, the Kenyon Athletic Center (KAC) remains
among the most spectacular and best-equipped in all of
NCAA Division III athletics. Some thoughts on the KAC
from Kenyon head coaches:
SUZANNE HELFANT. WOMEN'S BASKETBALL.

"It's had a profound effect on our
program. Not only does it wow
recruits and their families, but it
has become a second home for our
student-athletes. They spend much
more time studying, working or doing
individual workouts here, in turn, I get
to see them more, which makes my
job much more enjoyable."
SCOTT THIELKE, TENNIS:

"The visibility of athletics at
Kenyon has been changed the
most by the addition of the
KAC. Attendance at events
is certainly better. Also, the
greater flow of students, faculty
and Gambier residents has
given people the opportunity to
get to know each other better
and in a fun, healthy way."
JESS BOOK '01, SWIMMING AND DIVING.

"Not only is it beautiful, but it allows
us to train as an entire team — 70plus Lords and Ladies in the water
at once. It's given us the freedom to
design specific workouts and create
competitive opportunities that match
up swimmers, and the opportunity to
build a strong and team-wide bond."
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Hot Shot

I'A I RICK SHEVELSON 16 finished his Lords lacrosse
career as a four-year starter who ranks in the program's top
five for goalkeeper saves and in the top 10 for save percent
age and goals-against average. 11c was a four-time All-North
Coast Athletic Conference honoree and a two-time team
defensive most valuable player.
What's it like stopping a hard rubber ball that's moving about
100 mph? I began playing goalie in fourth grade. At that age,
kids really don't shtxit that hard. As I grew older, the shots
came faster, and I had the opportunity to gradually work my
way up. So, by the time I got to Kenyon, my mentality while
lacing a shot was to associate pain with a save and remind
myself that the pain is temporary.
The most painful save? 1hat would vc been at the end of the
2015 season ... against Ohio Wcsleyan University, wl ten a
shot broke my left thumb.
Goalkeeping is not all about making saves. You also are quarterbacking the defense. Describe some of those other respon
sibilities. Being able to recognize dangerous situations and
alerting my defensive players to them was very important.
That included calling out feeds to the crease area, identifying
picks and calling out the location of the ball carrier in rela
tion to the goal so that my defenders could keep their eyes
on other players.
Where has your Kenyon path led you and what takeaways
from your lacrosse experience can you take with you? I'm in
(Cleveland, working at... a boutique investment bank. I can
kxik back at my Kenyon lacrosse days and say I developed
a stronger work ethic, I became a more responsible person
and I honed my leadership ability. Combined with countless
other lessons learned, I think the experience made me a wellrounded person who can overcome greater adversity than I
could four years ago.

] COLLECTIONS [

F

TREASURES FROM KENYON'S ARCHIVES
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The writing is faint
but the sentiment clear. This delicately
woven paper heart and an accompa
nying poem on embossed stationery
were apparently tokens of engage
ment, sent by David Bates Douglass to
his future wife, Ann E. Ellicott. No date
appears, but the couple were married
in 1815, not long after Douglass, a dis
tinguished War of 1812 veteran, started
teaching at the U.S. Military Academy
at West Point. Douglass would go on to
become a prominent civil engineer, and
in 1841 he would arrive in Gambier as
Kenyon's third president.
We now esteem Douglass as
the creator of Middle Path and the
Matriculation Book. But during his
tenure at Kenyon, students didn't
appreciate his "authoritative manner,"
as young Rutherford B. Hayes
(Class of 1842) put it. Little did they
know that this decidedly unpopular
disciplinarian had, as a younger man,
sealed his devotion with phrases like
"So may your heart with mine thus ever
entwine" and "Sacred to Love."
Douglass lasted only three years at
Kenyon. His friend Bishop Charles Pettit
Mcllvaine turned against him. as did
the Board of Trustees, and it's possible
that he wasn't sufficiently anti-Catholic
for the low-church evangelicals who
controlled the College. The Greenslade
Special Collections and Archives
have many documents attesting to
the president's contentious tenure
and ultimate bitterness. Happily, they
also possess this fragile memory of
something very sweet.
— Dan Laskin
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IN THE NEWS, ON CAMPUS AND ONLINE

ICENYON IN QUO"ES
"Right now this is very
important to me because
there is something going
on where the body is
being erased. Technology
in our lives is so everpresent that I feel the
need to reinsert the body
that, to me, is being
diminished by technology"

"We want to extend teaching from the classroom
to the kind of learning that happens when you
confront the messy issues of the real world."
- President Sean Decatur, in the Columbus (Ohio) Dispatch,
discussing the importance of the Office for Community Partnerships
and its role in encouraging student work in the community.

"CHRISTIANS AND MUSLIMS must admit that there are
extremists among them, and that these extremists draw
inspiration (probably incorrectly) from elements of their traditions."
- Professor of Religious Studies Ennis Edmonds in a Huffington Post blog.

- Emily Harris '99 In a Huffington Post
column discussing how people interact
with her installation art work.

"I MUST CONTINUE TO HAVE CONTACT WITH PEOPLE AND
SURROUNDINGS GENUINELY DIFFERENT THAN MY OWN."
- Daniel Garcla-Archundla '17 after he spent a semester in Chile, in a column in
the Portland (Oregon) Tribune urging the exploration of other cultures.

"I sobbed when
I was forced to
remove my pads
and had my helmet
taken away and
hidden, just in case I
tried to insert myself
back into play."
- Brett Williams '13, former
Lords and German Football
League running back, in a
Fusion.net column about
concussion awareness.

"Neanderthals are not to blame.
As usual, however, because of negative
stereotypes, anything related to
Neanderthals is twisted to have
negative connotations."
- Professor of Anthropology Bruce Hardy,
at Foodandwine.com. in a story linking
allergies to the mixing of early-human and
Neanderthal genes.
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"Before the college brochures make their way into
our house, I plan to ask my son a series of questions
that I hope will help him define the type of collegiate
environment in which he will be most happy and do his
best work. Knowing who you are provides a protective
armor in a process that can be overwhelming."
- Diane Ancl, vice president for enrollment management and
dean of admissions, In the New York Times discussing advice
that admissions officials give their children.

A ROCKETRY CLUB, PODCASTS, FOOD SCULPTURES AND OTHER THINGS WE LOVE ABOUT KENYON

HOT SIEET

£
t

Have a Seat

-

As Chief Investment Officer
Joe Nelson, the longtime vice
president for finance, cleaned
out his office in preparation for
retirement after more than 37
years at Kenyon. he discovered
a 1980 request he made to his
then-boss. Vice President for
Finance Sam Lord. "Anything
not specifically budgeted for
was almost impossible to get
funding for." Nelson said after
discovering his old pitch for a
new office chair. Then-Comp
troller Nelson wrote. "The
stuffing is falling out of the left
arm at an increasing rate and is
easily visible to all who enter....
The sight is often embarrass
ing." He added. "The new chair
does not have to be lavish,
something in basic brown or
black." Four Polaroid photos of
the battered chair accompa
nied his request, which
was successful after he
promised to "strive to save

I

f

J
a

Nowhere to Go but Up
A Rocketry Club was formed in
February with an initial launch
on a snow-covered lawn outside
Peirce Hall. Jack Zellweger '17
founded the club with Professor
of Physics Ben Schum
acher as advisor. Both
wore "LCO" (launch .
o
control officer)
A
caps for what fl
•
the Collegian
called "a slightly
^
troubled launch"
of more than100
feet that Schumacher
nevertheless described as "Okay.
Not bad." Zellweger told the
paper that club members will
design "our own custom rockets
out of PVC pipe and plastics."
The Department of Physics
topped that with an end-of-theacademic-year rockets barrage
at Mavec Field.

1t

Stars in
Our Eyes
Muhammed
Hansrod '17 was
traveling in Rabat.
Morocco, and stopped
at a roadside bookstore,
where he found a copy of
"The Fault in Our Stars" by John
Green *00 H'16 in Arabic. "My
^ Kenyon pride surged and I
promptly purchased the gem
^k copy." Hansrod wrote in an
B email to Professor of ReliI gious Studies Royal Rhodes.

Mysteries of
Antiquities
The looting of ancient artifacts
will play out in a 12-part podcast
created by Associate Professor of
Classics Zoe Kontes. Kontes won
a six-month Whiting Foundation
Public Engagement Fellowship for
the fall semester. She'll visit Italy.
Greece and France to research into
the theft and illicit sales of antiqui
ties and the effect on archaeology.
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the cost of the chair from already
approved funds."

Class Menagerie
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Kenyon approved 10 emotional support animals for
students during the last academic year and seven have
been approved for the 2016-17 year, with several more
pending. Dogs, cats and mammals In cages are among
the helpful critters. Not to be confused with service
animals, emotional support animals are therapeutic
companions for people in need. Student requests for
the animals are approved by the Office of Student
Accessibility and Support Services.
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The story will unfold via digital
audio file, a means unavailable
to Herodotus.

Flower Power

The College invited employees
and Gambier residents during
a weekend in May to help
themselves to the flower bulb£
that have long welcomed
spring to Middle Path in the vil
lage center. The digging was in
anticipation of the final phase
of the Middle Path restora
tion project this summer. New
flowers will be planted to con
tinue the blooming tradition.

Fries with That?

Professor Emeritus of Art
Barry Gunderson H'15 had a
vision to "pepper the walls of
the Village Inn" with images
of food, partly inspired by old
still-life paintings he saw while
antiquing. With the permis
sion of the owners — his son
and daughter-in-law Joel and
Margaret Gunderson — the
artist did just that. Installing
three painted-wood and polyurethane sculptures he titled
"Burger.""... And Chips" and
"House Salad."
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5 Matti Freiberg '16 and Haleh
| Kanani'16 (center) take in the
§ sights and sounds of Summer
Sendoff, an annual music
festival that marks the end of the
academic year.
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IN OUR HEARTS FOREVER.

Tune: Air from " Ermlnle."
Arranged by the
Rev. L. E. Daniels, Bex, '02.

Words by Warren Howard Mann, '00.
Con spirito.
TENORS.
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Ken-yon's glo - ry;
high en - deav - or ;

thrill of spirit which love im-parts When torn our tho'ts to
1. /h ere is
2. Thy beau - ty strikes a chordj of
har - mo - ny And bends us to
a
BASSES.
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The songs change, but Kenyon's deeply rooted
singing culture continues to thrive and build
bonds — voice to voice, generation to generation.
BY KEVIN JOY
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SNAPPING THEIR FINGERS, swaying to the beat,
the singers of Take Five have the crowd in Rossc Hall under
their spell. Doo-wops and ba-daahs swirl around the lyrics in
hits from artists as diverse as Nina Simonc and Wham! The
effect is at once choreographed and casual — just the way the
10 members of the jazz-focused a cappclla group like it.
And the Kenyon audience clearly likes it that way, too.
Cheers greet every number and every soloist; even the rare
flubs and giggles earn hoots of approval.
The hour-long performance on this cold Friday night in
November culminates with the Cole Porter standard "Ev'ry
Time We Say Goodbye." It's a Take Five signature: Since
its founding in 2003, the group has used "Ev'ry Time" as
its closer, inviting any Take Five alumni in the audience
to join in.
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At the end, the singers receive a standing ovation. These
are everyday faces on Middle Path: Here, onstage, in the
spotlight, they're stars.
"When you sec someone on campus and end up seeing
them sing months later, it's like, 'Wow, I didn't know this
person could do that,"' said Sam Larson '17. the musical
director for Take Five — who, like many of his a cappclla
peers, arrived at Kenyon with little prior experience in
choirs. "I am absolutely blown away by the sheer amount
of vocal talent at this school."
Singing is alive and well at Kenyon. Vocal groups show
casing a wide range of styles draw enthusiastic audiences.
It doesn't hurt that a cappclla has surged in pop culture,
from the "Pitch Perfect" movies to the chart-topping group
Pentatonix.

Professor of Music
Benjamin R. Locke has
directed the Chamber
Singers since he joined
the faculty in 1984 (above,
above right). The students
rehearse every day and
memorize their parts.
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But singing has deep historical roots in Gambicr. Going back to
after-dinner songs and fraternity bonding rituals, the Colleges vocal
tradition now embraces 11 extracurricular groups, not to mention the
two choirs in which students can earn academic credit the elite
Chamber Singers and the inclusive Community Choir.
"There's just something very pleasant about voices singing in
harmony," said Eric Koppert '74, who organized a 50th-anniversary
celebration for the Kokosingcrs that brought dozens ol alumni
to Reunion Weekend in May. "The friendships, the joy that you
find in working together to achieve something, are at the top of
the experience."

Rituals Old and New

Organized singing at Kenyon took hold early on. After the construc
tion of a common dining hall in 1912, students quickly took up the
practice of singing after dinner, especially after the Sunday-aftc rnoon

meal. Favorite numbers included "The Weavers Song" and "That
Old Time Religion" — in the latter, students would insert profes
sors' names in the lyrics.
Kenyon songbooks already were in existence, having been
published in 1859,1866 and 1908. In the foreword to the 1908
edition, President William Foster Peirce wrote: "Nowhere is singing a more distinctive feature of academic life."
"This was, for many years, a fairly isolated place where you
de your own entertainment," said Kenyon College historian
Tom Stamp 73. He noted that founder Philander Chase pushed
for the purchase of an organ when the fledgling institution had
very little else" to its name.
Older alumni will remember "singing down the Path," a
cordially competitive Tuesday-night ritual in which fraternity
brothers would parade from their lodges down Middle Path to the
south end of campus, singing as they marched. Greek chapters
relied on their own songbooks, supplied by national chapters and
often including four-part harmonies. I he ritual reached a peak in
the 1950s. Although sororities have existed at Kenyon since 1987,
the practice never crossed over into sorority life.
Despite singings popularity, the College didn't have a full-time
mus ic faculty member until hiring Paul Schwartz in 1947.1 le
established the Music Department and assumed directorship of
an existing student choir that recently had gone dormant. Frank
Lendrim took over the choir upon his arrival in 1961. The group
expanded to include women when Kenyon went co-ed in 1969 and
twice traveled to perform in England.
Lcndrim's departure in 1974 led to a series of interim directors
and a period of instability. The vocal program fell into disarray,
with "many of the best singers giving up on the choir and going
to the student groups underground," according to Professor of
Music Benjamin R. Locke, who joined the faculty in 1984.
Locke inherited both the Community Choir — which
welcomes faculty and staff singers as well as students, plus
community members from outside the College — and the
Chamber Singers. I Ie threw himself into reinvigorating the
culture of singing at Kenyon. "I did a lot of recruiting, he said.
"That started paying off."
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"Doc" Locke has built the Chamber Singers into a highly
accomplished ensemble that tackles an ambitious classical
repertoire while embracing various folk traditions — jubi
lant South African songs are a specialty — and challenging
contemporary works. The group rehearses every weekday, and
singers memorize their parts. Competition to join the group
is stiff: Last year, about 100 students auditioned for 54 spots,
and several veterans didn't make the cut.
Chamber Singers traditions promote camaraderie. Every
year begins with Sunday-night lasagna dinners in small groups
at Doc's home. And throughout the year, choir members dress
up for "formal Fridays." A highlight is the annual spring-break
tour, a hectic schedule of performances, often in churches in
communities with Kenyon connections, with the singers stay
ing in alumni or church-member homes. Back on campus after
break, the group reprises its touring concert in a packed Rosse
Hall performance.
The Community Choir, numbering 130, sings from sheet
music, learning a repertoire that balances ambition with
accessibility. Members span a wide range of ages and musical
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abilities. Some, Locke said, "have never been in a choir before;
they don't need to be scared out of their wits."
The group gives one concert in the fall, usually joining
forces with the Chamber Singers for some works, and one
in the spring, when they perform with the Knox County
Symphony. They, too, pack Rosse Hall, as the members'
friends, families and colleagues turn out to enjoy the concerts.

Stage Time
The a cappella scene has never been more vibrant.
"Whatever your background, you can find a group," said
Reagan Ncviska '17, a three-year member of the Kenyon
College Gospel Choir, whose repertoire ranges from spiritual
fare to the Nick Jonas pop hit "Jealous." She joked that some
a cappella acts, depending on their exclusivity and skill level,
enjoy "almost a celebrity status" on campus.
Well-established groups include the all-female Owl Creek
Singers and the mixed-gender Chasers. Then there are rela
tive newcomers, like the jazz group Take Five, the pop loving
Ransom Notes and the classical female ensemble, Colla Voce.
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The early-'70s Kokosingers
(above) grew their hair but
kept their blazers. Kenyon's
first a cappella group was
the Chasers, founded
in 1964. (The photo on
the facing page, above,
features E. Raymond
Heithaus '68, fourth from
left, who would return
to the College to teach
biology.) The Chasers went
coed soon after the women
arrived. The group on the
facing page, below, is from
1991.
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A more casual group called the Stairwells features acous
tic guitar and dancing. The Cornerstones, a Christian group,
is believed to have introduced "beat-boxing" to campus in
the late 1990s. And the classically ftxused Manncrchor,
founded just in 2014, arose spontaneously as a men's group
of "fan boys" to entertain before a Colla Voce show.
Although it has been a point of contention, the Chasers
is technically the oldest such group, founded by Lendrim
in 1964. Formerly all-male, it went coed shortly after
women arrived.
The most recent entrant: the Broken Legs, which first
came together last spring, specializing in a cappella rendi
tions of musical-theater selections.
The boom has left participants struggling to secure stage
time. But that's a good problem to have, maintained Locke.
"They're sprouting up like mushrooms on a muggy day in
August," he said. "And I don't see it as a competition. The
more people sing, the better it is."
It wasn't always that way.
Jim Hccox '69 recalls arriving on the Kcnyon campus
in 1965 with no options beyond the chamber choir and the
Chasers (which included guitar players at the time). He
wanted the same kind of experience and aesthetic that he'd
enjoyed in an ensemble at the Pingry School in New Jersey,
where he had gone to high school.
So, as a first-year, together with several classmates,
he founded the Kokosingcrs — named, of course, for the

•

Kokosing River. The blazer-clad boys sang barbershop stan
dards and dipped into the Yale songbook. Multipart interpre
tations of Beatles and jazz melodies followed suit.
Still, "there was no venue for a big concert with screaming
fans; we sort of informally got together and sang," I Iccox said.
"I think people appreciated us."
The Kokes thrived, soon moving their periodic shows
from Peircc Lounge to the main dining hall. By 1973. overflow
crowds prompted them to hold their concerts in Rossc Mall.
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Melodic Rites of Passage
Even during the counterculture years, marked
by anti-war activism, protest songs and antiestablishment styles, the Kokosingers kept their
clean-cut looks and sporty blazers while offering
up barbershop tunes like "Coney Island Baby,"
recalled reunion organizer Koppert.
"I lere were these guys putting on neckties
on a campus that didn't favor ties," said Koppert,
"guys willing to dress up and get up to sing
these close harmonics." He recalled with a
chuckle the rare times when he and his fellow
Kokosingers would unplug the jukebox in
a "rowdy" bar and start singing (usually to
favorable reviews from patrons).
Today s Kokcs arc as likely to sing fresh
hits by Adelc and Drake as Kenyon classics
like "Kokosing Farewell" and "The Thrill." But
the bonds uniting Kokes transcend genera
tional differences. The recent 50th anniversary
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"I remember being terrified... stand
ing in a mass of strangers I had met
maybe 16 hours before." recalled Stephen
Dowling '08. "Thinking about it now,
there's almost a sense that you have to
earn a right to sing these songs."
Making matters worse, at some point
upperclassmen turned the performance
into a kind of hazing ritual, jeering at the
shaky singers and doing their best to
drown them out. In a talk about the his
tory of the sing that he gave a few years
ago, Locke recalled his first experience
with the event. "When we made the trek
over to the steps. I felt as though I was
leading 400 hobbits to the gates of
Mordor. The second I turned my back
on the crowd...I was hit by a beer can
thrown from somewhere in the middle
of the mob."
By 1989, the boorishness had
gotten so bad that administrators
decided to cancel the public part
of the tradition. The Class of 1993
got wind of the decision and. at
their opening dinner in Peirce Hall
• • — when Locke rehearsed them
for a non-public sing — they took
a stand. Literally: Kelley Wilder
'93 stood up on a table and led
her classmates in protesting the
cancellation. Locke "joined the
revolution" and marched with the
class across Ransom Lawn to lead
the sing on the Rosse Hall steps.
First-Year Sing has a counter
part — less tumultuous, more
poignant — in Senior Sing. As part
of Commencement observances,
the new graduates climb the
Rosse steps again and sing the
2 old songs.
"It really is a flashback mo
ment to where they were four
years ago." Locke said. "Even the
most cynical of seniors can be
seen wiping tears from their eyes."
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From the moment they set foot on campus.
Kenyon first-year students are initiated into
the culture of song. The gateway: a 60-year
tradition known as First-Year Sing.
Launched in1956 by Acting President
Frank Bailey, the event was designed to give
the new students their first taste of Kenyon
lore by having them learn four alma-mater
tunes — and then offer a public serenade for
the upperclassmen.
The rite of passage can be daunting, said
Professor of Music Benjamin R. Locke, who
joined the faculty in 1984 and took on the job
of directing the sing a year later. Still nervous
about fitting in. finding friends and choosing
classes, the first-years mount the steps of
Rosse Hall, face the crowd and sing the songs
"Philander Chase." "Ninety-Nine." "The Thrill"
and "Kokosing Farewell."
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celebration was just one of many reunions — the group
has gathered every four years since 1980. Members past
and present often connect during a wintertime East Coast
singing tour. Alumni are known for supplying a signature
serenade at one another's weddings.
"Its a very different bond than you're used to making,"
said Noah Weinman '16, one of the group's musical direc
tors. "These will be the people that you love but also get
super-annoyed and upset with. Its more like a team than
anything else."
It's much the same with the women of the Owl Creek
Singers, a group founded in 1975 that now tackles songs by
such artists as Tune-Yards and Beyonce. To build rapport,
the group has for years auditioned new members by having
them learn by ear the lush song "Where Ever You Arc"
(originally sung by R6B artist Terry Ellis of En Vogue).
The tune also serves as a closer for their concerts.
As a result, newcomers "just sort of immediately feel
like you get to be part of something right away, said Clara
Mooney '17, vice president of the Owl Creeks. "You re now
connected to tens or hundreds of people who had done this
the exact same way for years."
Kenyon's 11 a cappella groups make its singing culture
arguably more pervasive and intense than elsewhere.
There are six a cappella groups at Oberlin College. Brown
University, whose undergraduate student body is roughly
four times greater than Kenyon's, has 13.
Gabe Brison-Trezise '16, a four-year member of the
Chasers, said: "I don't think it's like this at other schools —
here, a cappella concerts outdraw sporting events for the
most part."
"The most important tradition is getting together as a
group of friends that can share a love of singing, said Erich
Kurschat '99, a veteran of both the Chasers and Chamber
Singers, who has since provided live backup vocals for
A-list artists such as Josh Groban and Usher. I cant
imagine my life without it."

"Mean It 100 Percent"
There's a serious side to the a cappella scene.
Gaining entrance to most of the vocal groups has long
been fiercely competitive. For any group in a given year,
dozens of hopefuls may audition for just one or two
open spots.
Ensembles, though, have more recently teamed up to
help place hopeful singers with the best fit, noted Jonathan
Tazewell *84 H'15, the Thomas S. Turgeon Professor of
Drama and a former Koke.
"In my era, there was a little more competition between
those groups; now they seem, at least on the surface, very
supportive of each other," said Tazewell. 1 hey come to
each other's concerts and rehearsals and critique each other
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to make each other better. I think it's a much more
positive environment."
The singing is no casual commitment. Most
groups practice five days a week, typically after
10 p.m. The demanding schedule ensures not only
that members have enough time to learn and perfect
complex material but also that they get to km >w one
another on a level that feels more like family.
That makes the artistry far more than a technical
endeavor, said Stephen Dowling 08, who sang with
both the Kokosingers and the Chamber Singers. "The
goal," he said, "isn't to get it right 100 percent of the
time; the goal is to mean it 100 percent."
The music connects, and the connections endure.
During the Kokosingers' January tour, the group
performed in the Boston home of a Kenyon alumnus.
Several dozen former Kokes were there, and it didn't
take much to get them singing.
"They all got together and started singing songs
from their days," said Weinman. "We really saw
ourselves in that — like, maybe that could be us in
20 years, still remembering and reminiscing as a
group." I?

The all-female Owl
Creek Singers(above)
exuded joyful energy at a
rehearsal for their spring
concert this past year. On
the facing page, throngs
of upperclassmen gather
to cheer — and, yes,
jeer — new students at
First-Year Sing.
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A Listening Ear
As record numbers of students seek psychological help,
Kenyon's counseling center expands its reach.
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Kathcrinc Connolly '17 has a fine ear for the sweep
and delicacy of emotions. Last spring, as the
assistant conductor of Kenyon's Symphonic Wind
Ensemble, she led the group in a contemporary
arrangement of the hymn "Amazing Grace" — coax
ing the 50 musicians, during weeks of rehearsal, to
deepen their sensitivity to the music's flowing power.
The experience, culminating in the ensemble's
spring concert in April, reflected a confidence that
Connolly, with her shy smile and self-effacing laugh,
sometimes seems to doubt. And it certainly reflected
the distance she has traveled since her emotionally
roiled start at Kenyon more than two years earlier.
"I found the transition to college terrifying," said
Connolly, an English and music double major from
Chcsterbrook, Pennsylvania. "I had been going to a
therapist at home. I was really depressed and
anxious. I was pretty sad and scared for a while."
Connolly began seeing Patrick Gilligan, director
of counseling services, almost as soon as she arrived
on campus for first-year Orientation. Before long, at
Gilligan's suggestion, she was also seeking out a
"peer counselor" as part of a new program in which
specially trained students help others navigate
emotional turmoil.
By her sophomore year, Connolly was a peer
counselor herself, learning to lead group discussions
and use her sensitive ear in individual conversations
dealing with issues like depression, substance abuse,
sexual misconduct and suicide.
If Connollys path isn't typical — not every
troubled first-year goes on to conduct group
counseling sessions (or the College band) — her
story points to an important reality at Kenyon: the

BY ROSE SHILLING
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growing demand for psychological counseling
services, and the commitment to meet that
demand in both traditional and innovative ways.
The number of students receiving counseling
is skyrocketing both nationally and at Kenyon.
where more than 40 percent of students sec
counselors. Gilligan said he isn't sure what's
behind the trend, but he suspects that access to
stimulating information and news 24 hours a day
is affecting all people negatively.
"The college students arc reflecting something
that's happening in our culture, which is that many,
many, many people are feeling really anxious and
overwhelmed and inadequate." he said. "I don't
think we have less functional people. I think we
have a more pressurized society."
The picture nationally is complex. The Center
for Collegiate Mental Health at Pennsylvania State
University, analyzing data from about 140 colleges
and universities (not including Kenyon), found
that at least "some aspects of college student
mental health arc not 'getting worse.'" In the five
years ending in 2015, students reported slightly
more depression and anxiety. But the rates
remained nearly flat for prior mental health
treatment and for some types of distress, including
academic or family concerns, substance abuse
and issues with eating.
On the other hand, the desire for counseling
has exploded. According to the Penn State center,
the number of appointments at counseling centers
during the last six years has grown by more than
seven times the growth in college enrollment.
At Kenyon, the number of students seen at the

ILLUSTRATIONS BY GREG CLARKE

Counseling Center grew from 387 in the 2001-02 academic
year to 650 in 2014-15. Last year, 460 students reached out
during the fall semester alone. Since 2012, the center has
increased its counseling staff from 4V£ to six full-time
positions and has added group sessions based on students'
evolving concerns.
The counseling staff hears daily from students who are
worried about their friends, roommates and classmates,
according to Gilligan. He responds by sending emails to the

students who prompted the concern, introducing himself
and asking if they would like to talk. They almost always do.
The center, which most frequently addresses anxiety,
stress, depression, and marijuana and alcohol use, often gets
students who feel overwhelmed and want to think out loud
about how to have a good life at Kenyon, Gilligan said.
"Kenyon students worry that they're going to have a
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"The college students
are reflecting
something that's
happening in our
culture, which is
that many, many,
many people are
feeling anxious and
overwhelmed."
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"[Peer counseling] is the product
of a miracle: A large, alwayschanging group of concerned
strangers have consistently
reshaped themselves around the
idea of 'helping each other'."

mundane existence. They're more interested in having lives
that really matter."
Gilligan welcomes the heavy traffic in the Cox I Iealth and
Counseling Center, which opened in 2014. The center actively
promotes its services. Incoming students hear formal presenta
tions about counseling during Orientation. During the year,
counselors periodically eat lunch in Peirce Hall.
The counselors pride themselves on efforts to diminish the
stigma that is sometimes attached to psychological therapy. The
former health center had a private entrance for the counseling
office; the new one doesn't. Many students, moreover, come from
families that are sophisticated about mental-health issues; it's
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hardly unusual for parents to have sought therapy for their
children prior to college.
"They're used to it; it's not strange," said Mike Durham, a
counselor who specializes in substance abuse. Durham works
with students who drink to escape anxiety or stress; he leads
them to find alternative ways to cope, including meditation,
prayer and lifestyle changes.
He and Gilligan don't approach students as having problems
that need to be "fixed." Durham's goal is for students to learn not
to need him. Gilligan always tries to look at students holistically,
to help them "learn how to be alive in the ways that are most
important to them."
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"So... depressed... I've never felt closer to
1 m •
suicide," read a message posted to Yik Yak in the
dwindling hours of a Sunday evening at Kenyon.
A barrage of concerned responses erupted.
"IDK the hotline number but call it," read one.
"Also, keep living because I want you to. okay? We want you to.
What you're feeling happens. It's real. It's recognized. But it will
subside. I promise."
In an age when students not only expect, but need, mental
health counseling on demand, social media platforms such as
Yik Yak are filling the gaps between the minute a student ex
presses dark thoughts and the time it takes to walk through the
Health Center's doors for a therapy session.
Yik Yak. a smartphone-driven app launched in November
2013. has gained wild popularity with high school and college^
students eager for another public venue to share their thoughts.
The app sorts posts, or "yaks." from anonymous users based on
their locations. People engage with posts by "upvoting." "downvoting" and leaving comments.
The app climbed to national fame in 2014 and quickly be
came known for cyberbullying and violent threats. The anony
mous nature of the app attracts internet trolls seeking to cause
turmoil through physical intimidation or hateful words.In one
notable case of a threat made through Yik Yak. a user post
ing near Kenyon proposed a gang rape at the Crozier Center for
Women. Kenyon students responded with #RespectfulDifference, a campus campaign promoting a more tolerant culture on
social media. In another incident, a first-year at Michigan State
University anonymously threatened to carry out a mass shoot
ing on campus. (Yik Yak worked with local law enforcement to
apprehend the student.) And in 2014, the Clemson University
community grappled with an epidemic of racist posts.
But despite its occasional ugliness. Yik Yak holds some ben
efits. At Kenyon. while students use posts mainly to banter about
their romantic interests or the food in Peirce Hall, the app also
has served as a no-strings-attached form of counseling. Through
Yik Yak, students discuss private mental health issues that they
may not be comfortable sharing with their friends face-to-face,
casting lines to see if they're alone in their struggle.
"I need a bit of reassurance here: other mentally III people are
here and do ok right?" read one message from February.
"This whole campus is either on Zoloft. Xanax, or both." a user
replied. "You're in good company." The response, however exag
gerated. made its positive point.
Students often take to the platform to glean advice on how
to make an appointment at the Counseling Center or which
counselor to see for their condition. Some yak about their mental
health treatment regimens, swapping notes on the effectiveness
of different antidepressants. And when users post doubts about
the value of their lives, others bolt into action,reassuring their
classmates of their self-worth,connecting the user with a peer
counselor and sharing the phone numbers of suicide hotlines.
The phenomenon of Yik Yak's use as a suicide prevention
tool is not unique to Kenyon. (The FAQ page for the company
includes guidelines on how users should approach suicide
chatter.) And the platform is not meant to serve as a substitute
for professional treatment of mental health concerns. But for
Kenyon students seeking an anonymous friend to open up to at
1 a.m.. help is just a yak away. - MARY KEISTER
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This past year. Kcnyon's seniors chose Durham to be their
Baccalaureate speaker during Commencement Weekend
— evidence of how visible the counseling staff is, and how
well regarded.
FRIENDLY HELP
The peer counseling program that helped Connolly— and that
she later joined — was started in 2012 as a way of expanding the
reach of the Counseling Center. One goal, said Gilligan. was to
make counseling "feel less like a service and [more like] sonicthing that's humane."
The counseling staff trains the peer counselors in how to
facilitate group discussions, how to handle sexual misconduct
allegations and how to tell when someone who is talking about
suicide is truly in danger of taking the next step. "The most
important thing we learn," said Connolly, "is 'active listening
— how to be a listening ear for someone who comes to you. It's
not a matter of sharing your own experience or giving advice,
but of reflecting their own ideas back at them and paying
attention to what they're saying."
During the course of a semester, a peer counselor works
three to four shifts, of two hours each, at the Counseling Center.
In addition, the counselor takes a turn with a 24-hour hotline,
carrying a phone for four straight days, fielding both calls and
texts. The peer counselors may find themselves simply telling
students how to make a counseling appointment, or listening
calmly to someone with suicidal thoughts.
"They've done a remarkable job of augmenting what we do,"
said Gilligan. Research shows that students are most likely to
tell other students when they're in distress, he noted.
Tim Jurney '15, one of the original student organizers of the
program, said he got involved because friends did not know
where to turn when struggling with issues that might include a
suicide attempt, depression, failed classes and excessive
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The Counseling Center does not maintain a waiting
list. "If we have more kids than we can get to, we'll
work longer hours," Gilligan said.
drinking. It was sad to see the pain and isolation, said Jurney, who
plans to he a social worker in his home state of Minnesota, in part
because of his experience with the peer counselor program.
"This thing is the product of a miracle: A large, always-chang
ing group of concerned strangers have consistently reshaped
themselves around the idea of'helping each other' and in the
process helped each other and an entire student body to grow and
love together," he said.
Peer counselors have run various support groups, including
sessions for anxiety, depression, sexual assault and coping with
parents divorcing. They host a variety of less formal events that
provide comforting, safe spaces to promote well-being. A "winter
blues" gathering, for example, offers respite from seasonal
bleakness through music, poetry and pie.
The peer counselors' hotline number is posted around campus.
And because the student body is so small, everyone seems to
know a peer counselor or to have a friend who knows one, said
Laura Messenger 16, a political science and Spanish double major
from Lexington, Massachusetts, and one of the program s officers.
Messenger has set up countless appointments at the
Counseling Center for students who don't know how to get access
to counselors or are hesitant to seek help in person. Connolly, also
an officer of the group, added: "Sometimes people approach us;
sometimes Patrick [Ciilligan) gives my name to someone.
Somebody who knows that I'm a peer counselor will refer a friend
to me. Or I'll notice people who are acting differently and say,
Hey, what's up?'"
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The peer counselor who helped Connolly during her first
year was Jurney, and it was his support that inspired her to
join the program herself. Jurney's training enabled him to
listen and help in a way her friends couldn't. "When I tried to
seek support from people when I was doing really bad, they
would immediately get very scared of me and that was awful,"
Connolly said. "Whereas when I talked to Tim, he would be
just really patient and calm and kind."
Alexa McElroy '16, a psychology and Spanish major from
Monument, Colorado, said that, even as a peer counselor, she
has called the hotline several times. She had a rough transi
tion to Kenyon because of grief she experienced her first year,
and she saw the peer counselors as humbly offering them
selves in the service of others. "To be trusted with that is a
huge privilege," she said.
The peer counseling program is just one of several
student-led outreach initiatives. The Counseling Center also
supervises a group of "sexual misconduct advisors." Then
there's the provocatively named "Beer and Sex" organization,
which connects first-year students with upperclassmen who
help them navigate the transition to college's more freewheel
ing social culture.
Counselors say that students become stewards of the
campus when they have opportunities to be part of solutions.
And the more personal connections that student advisors
make, the more likely the staff will be to hear about a student
who is struggling.

It helps that the small, intimate character of the Kenyon
community sustains an ethos of personal caring. Gilligan said
that professors sometimes walk students to the Counseling
Center for help. Once, even a worker at the Village Market
stopped him to express concern about how much beer a
student was buying.
"We're a small place," he said. "Personal connections arc what
keep us psychologically safe."

HANDLING THE OVERLOAD
Despite the growing demand, the Counseling Center does not
maintain a waiting list and does not limit the number of indi
vidual visits, as is the case at some colleges. "If we have more kids
than we can get to, we'll work longer hours,' Gilligan said.
Moreover, debates at other campuses about how much mental
health treatment an educational institution should provide do not
seem to have a place at Kcnyon. The College started counseling
services well before most schools and had one of the first posi
tions dedicated to substance abuse, Gilligan said.
Durham, the substance abuse counselor, oversees group
sessions called "Choices and Consequences' for students with a
first offense for drinking underage or using marijuana. He doesn't
shame students; rather, he gets them talking about their experi
ences so they can learn from one another, with the goal of ending
abuse and its harmful effects. "It begins to create some norms,
where they realize, 'I'm not the only one who feels that way,
he said.
No issue is too small to discuss, said Durham, who gladly
meets with students who simply want to talk about the stress of
their daily lives. In most cases, students don't need long-term
therapy. He tries to taper off sessions as students
become comfortable determining their own
beliefs and making decisions independent of
their families or peers. "But I don't kick people
out the door," he said. "If you think you need to
be here, you need to be here."
As for the more serious issue of suicide,
controversies have emerged at other colleges
/
about whether to pressure students to go home
/
for treatment if they seem to be suicidal. Gilligan
strongly believes in keeping students at Kenyon.
O
Someone is talking about suicide
o
every day on campus, sometimes
passively and sometimes actively, he
< o
said. The college environment
typically is safer for those students,
according to Gilligan, citing research
showing that the two main reasons
people don't attempt suicide arc that
they don't want to hurt the people

who love them and they want to finish college. "We want them to be
able to say without consequence, here are my worst fears about my
own life," he said.
Julie Cerel '94, an associate professor at the University of
Kentucky College of Social Work, researches suicide bereavement
and prevention, and is the president-elect of the American
Association of Suicidology. She published a study in 2013 which
found that knowing someone who attempted or died by suicide is
common for college students.
Cerel said the number of individuals affected by someone else's
suicidal behavior or actual suicide is greater than people generally
expect, especially in a close-knit community like Kcnyon, where
students are familiar with peers who arc not close friends. "Its such
an interconnected campus that it becomes really important that
everybody is considered," she said.
She is frustrated by criticism she hears about the growth
of administrative services on campuses. "Why wouldn't we
want to support more mental health clinicians? Why wouldn't we
want to support having more programming that teaches people
coping skills for what life throws at them? It seems not just part
of the intellectual part of education, but the spirit of liberal arts
and community."
L<x)king forward, Gilligan said he wants to start conversations
about whether aspects of life at Kcnyon provoke anxiety and need
systemic attention. For example, counselors hear frequently about
how the dining hall can be stressful for students who feel like they
don't have friends to sit with during meals. Gilligan said a counter
against the wall for solo diners might be helpful. 1 le doesn't want to
coddle students, making them think that every situation in life
should be comfortable, but dinner shouldn't produce anxiety, he said.
A larger issue has to do with the pressure to
achieve. Students feel that they have to be good at
—
everything, Gilligan senses; they fear that the margin
for error in college is slim it they want to attain
success in life.
The challenge, Gilligan believes, is to look at "the
ways we live together" and figure out how to
incorporate habits of simply slowing down into the
campus culture. "Somehow," he said, "we have to
give the message that learning isn't about controlling
the universe. It's about expanding our possibility." I?
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Editor's note: Patrick (lilliqan retired
from Kenyon College after this article
was written. Nicole "Nikki" Keller
and Michael K. Durham ivere named
co-directors.
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AN ABUNDANCE OF
With four best-selling novels (and a new one in the works),
a mega-popular YouTube channel and a cult following of
nerdfighting fans, John Green '00 IT16 is ready to turn his
stunning commercial success into a lifelong career in writing.
By Megan Monaghan | Photos by Howard Korn

^^B

hen John Green '00 H '16 stepped into

the iconic wood-panclcd seminar room of Sunset
Cottage the afternoon before he delivered his
V
highly anticipated Commencement address to the
V Class of 2016, the best-selling author was hit with a
wtm wave of nostalgia ... and nausea.
"I feel like I'm going to vomit." confessed Green, clad in his trademark
wardrobe of a checked shirt, jeans and Adidas sneakers. He snapped pictures
of the classroom with his iPhonc, pointing out the chair he sat in during Intro
to Fiction Writing with P.F. Klugc '64 — the course he credits with teaching
him how to become a novelist. "It's just the intensity of being back on campus.
I'm keenly aware that tomorrow is about the Class of 2016 and not about me,
but nonetheless, I feel when coming back here this sense of overwhelmcdness."
The critically acclaimed young-adult writer with a cult following rose to
literary and pop-culture prominence in 2012 with the release of his fourth
solo novel, "The Fault in Our Stars." His sharply written, heart-wrenching
story about teenagers with cancer, praised by Time as "damn near genius,"
debuted as a No. 1 New York Times best-seller and was adapted into a summer
blockbuster. The movie's box-office success was followed by a film adaptation
of his 2009 novel, "Paper Towns," sending Green on back-to-back journeys of
promotional tours and red carpet premieres.
With 24 million copies in print nationwide, Green's books have taken up
permanent residence at the top of best-seller lists. His first novel, "L<x>king for
Alaska," which won the Michael L. Printz Award for young-adult fiction, sells
more copies in a week now than it did in its entire first year of publication.
"Well, it had a really bad first year," Green joked. "That's part of the trick."
It's a self-deprecating admission from Green, who dismisses media claims
dubbing him a "teen whisperer" and "voice of a generation" as "a bit ludi
crous." Yet the 38-ycar-old parent of two always has been drawn to reading
and writing about adolescence, citing "The Catcher in the Rye," "Sula" and
"The Adventures of I luckleberry Finn" as early inspirations. "Even when I
was in Klugc's class, I was writing a lot about 15-year-olds and 16-year-olds,
but back then, everyone probably was, because we were 19," he said. "What
else did we know?"
As Green works on his next novel at home in Indianapolis, free from the
distractions of Hollywood, he is not thinking about his book's future as a
movie. In fact, he'd be fine with never writing another story that's adapted
to film. Rather, he is focused on prolonging what he hopes will be a lifelong
career as a writer.
"I'd much rather be able to publish through my adulthood than to be on
a big roller-coaster ride," he said. "I'd like to avoid the roller coaster. It seems
very scary and stressful."
No matter the twists and turns
"9
that lie ahead, Green's fervent
IHt f-tiid IHWI SWN
mass of devoted fans — called
"nerdfighters" because they
defend the right of young people
to be intellectually engaged — is
thrilled to be along for the ride.
Mlliiil?.svjl
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What were your thoughts when you were invited to
give the Commencement address? My first thought
was that I wish I'd saved some of the stuff from
my talk here two years ago. But honestly, it was
not something that I'd ever imagined happening.
This place has a history of great Commencement
addresses. Though, I'd like to remind you that
there also have been some bad ones.
Was your Commencement addressone of
them? Mine was okay. The truth about the
Commencement address, of course, is that the
vast majority of the graduating students find it
impossible to listen to the Commencement address
because they're experiencing one of the most
profound ends of their entire lives. You're in the
middle of this huge ending, which is also a huge
beginning, and here's this person who's ostensibly
supposed to tell you about adulthood when the
only thing you're actually thinking about is, "Wow,
I'm so hungovcr, how much longer is this going
to last?" or "I have to go to the Gambier Deli with
my parents and my boyfriend's parents and my
boyfriend is so clingy, and I love him, but he is so
clingy, and it's so intense, and it's just making this
more stressful." You're stuck inside your own series
of thoughts. That's the reason I don't really know
if my Commencement address was g(x>d. I don't
remember it at all.
How did you prepare for this speech? I blocked off a
month to work on it. That's not to say that it's any
good, but I did spend a long time writing it. This
place is so special to me, and I wanted to take the
opportunity seriously.
You're working on your next book, the first since"The
Fault in Our Stars." What is your writing process like
when approaching a novel? I start with the ideas
I want to think about, or the problems I want to
think through. This new story began many years
ago with me trying to write a story about a girl who
somehow survives the end of a novel and finds
herself as a fiction living in our world. I always try
to write a proper, good, interesting fantasy adven
ture novel, but then I end up writing pedestrian
realistic fiction.

IT MAKES ME REALLY

HAPPY
How has your process evolved since you first
started writing? The biggest difference is that I
used to have a day job, so I wrote at night and
on the weekends. Now I write in the mornings
and I go to my job at the office where we make
online videos in the afternoon. That seems
like a small switch but, really, it was kind of an
immense switch because it meant treating writ
ing as part of my workday instead of as a thing
1 do for fun at night.
Can you take me through your typical morning
of writing? It depends on which story I'm
writing. When I was writing "The Fault in
Our Stars," I tried to write in social spaces like
Starbucks where I could listen to people. With
this most recent book, I've written it almost
entirely in bed.

when people say that one of my books is their favorite book, but it also
makes me think, I can't wait for you to read 'Beloved.'I can't wait for
you to read 'Their Eyes Were Watching God.' I can't wait for you to read
'Gatsby.' It's not bad news tome when they read those books and their
worlds are turned upside down."
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Why is that? It's less comfortable for me to be
in social spaces now than it was five years ago
just because I'm more likely to be recognized.
Also, the story itself is about different stuff. Its
about a kid who's extremely obsessive, so she
has a difficult time getting out of her own head.

started to reach a much wider audience, people
didn't think of me as a person in the same way
anymore. Which is good, in the sense that their
responses to your work are very authentic, but
bad in the sense that you don't necessarily want
to read authentic responses to your work.

You took a social media hiatus to focus on this
book. Why was it important to your writing
process? It was hard not to feel like there were
people looking over my shoulder when I was
reading responses online to my work every day.
The hiatus was great; I liked it. But I also chose
to end it, so there must be something I like
about the internet.

How are you dealing with the pressure of writing
a book that'sso highly anticipated? In a lot of
ways, there was more pressure before, when I
was worrying about paying the mortgage and
supporting my kids. I guess there is a certain
amount of pressure that comes with publishing
for a broader audience. But I really would like
to be able to write books for a long time, and
the only way forward is to finish a book. The
period of time between the publication of "The
Fault in Our Stars" and my next book definitely
has been longer than it was for any of my other
books, and that's partly owed to all the weird,
overwhelming, mostly wonderful stuff that
happened because of "The Fault in Our Stars
book and then the movie. I think what I needed
most was to be away from those worlds, espe
cially the Hollywood world.

What are the benefits of being able to engage
with your readers on social media? At Kenyon,
I remember reading books by living authors
I really admired. One time, my friend kathy
[Hickner '991 wrote to Annie Dillard and
Annie Dillard wrote back. And I was just like,
"Annie Dillard's a person? Who has hand
writing? Who addresses postcards and puts
stamps on them?" So, I like that my readers
think of me as a person. It makes writing, for
me, feel more like a conversation and less like
I'm talking to someone. But when my books
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How has becoming a parent changed your perspec
tive as a young-adult writer? I became more
interested in parents as characters. I used to
dismiss them, always finding ways to get rid of
them as quickly as possible. And suddenly, I
thought they were interesting characters worth
paying attention to. "The Fault in Our Stars' is
so much about the tension between a sick kid
and her parents. I really hadn't figured out a way
through that tension before my son Ilenry was
born and then I realized almost instantaneously
that as long as Henry or 1 am alive, I will be his
father and he will be my son. And in that sense,
love really is stronger than death.
Was there a particular moment when you knew
you wanted to be a young-adult author? I think I
always knew I wanted to write about adolescence,
but the first time I really read young-adult novels
was during my first job out of college at the book
review magazine Booklist. I remember reading
the novels that had won the first Printz Award
for young-adult literature. I just loved them and
thought, "This is where I would like to be."
Moving forward in your career, are there authors
whose careers you'd like to emulate? My first
editor at Booklist, Ilcne Cooper, is a very
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Don't know your DFTBA from your TFIDS? We've got you covered.
Brush up on your John Green knowledge with this crash course on
Greenisms and you will reach nerdfighter-status in no time.

AFC Wimbledon: This third-tier,
fan-owned professional English
soccer club is hailed by superfan
Green as "the most important
soccer team in the history of the
world." Not only is he a sponsor (you
can sit in the John Green Stand at
Kingsmeadbw stadium), he Is writing
and producing a film about the
once-amateur team's inspiring rise
to the big leagues.
Crash Course: This educational
YouTube channel started by Green
and his brother. Hank, explores
everything from the problem of
evil to the reproductive system to
personality disorders. Employing
their trademark rapid-fire dialogue,
the brainy brothers take turns
tackling each subject in 10 minutes
or less, drawing in hundreds of
thousands of viewers per episode.
Dear Hank and John: John and
Hank Green read short poems,
dispense dubious advice and share
news about their two favorite
subjects — Mars (the planet)
and AFC Wimbledon (the thirdtier English soccer club) — in this
sometimes-depressing comedy
podcast during which Green often
reminds listeners of their own
mortality.
DFTBA: Green recites this initialism.
which stands for "Don't Forget To
Be Awesome." at the end of every
video and podcast. President
Barack Obama even repeated the
nerdfighter mantra to Green during a
Google Hangout, advising his future
daughter. Alice, "not to forget to be
awesome."
Nerdfighters: According to
Green, nerdfighters are people who,
instead of being made of bones.
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tissue and skin, are made "entirely
out of awesome." They do not fight
nerds, but are pro-nerd, standing up
for intellectualism and decreasing
"world suck" by supporting a variety of
charitable causes.
Project for Awesome: Nerdfighters
and other members of the YouTube
community create and share
innovative videos promoting their
favorite charities for two days each
December. More than $1.5 million was
raised to decrease world suck in 2015.
Puff Level: The puff level, or height,
of Green's hair rises at the same rate
as his stress level and is measured by
the John Green Puff Index on a scale
of clean-cut to "puffdiculous."
TFIOS: The nickname that fans
assigned to Green's best-selling
2012 novel. "The Fault in Our Stars."
became the No. 1 trending Twitter
topic in the U.S. after the trailer for the
film adaptation was released in 2014,
drawing 3.2 million views in 24 hours.
Vlogbrothers: This YouTube
channel was started by Green and
his brother Hank in 2007 as a way to
communicate with each other through
video blog posts. Described as "raising
nerdy to the power of awesome,"
the channel has nearly 3 million
subscribers and more than 600
million views.
VidCon: Created by Green and his
brother Hank, this annual conference
represents the largest gathering of
people who participate in the online
video community. Sessions include
"The old school is the best school,"
"How to drone" and "So. your kid
wants to be on YouTube."
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well-respected children's book author. She has
published more than 50 books and she's never been
a household name or a New York Times best-seller,
but when I think about what kind of career I want
to have, I'd really like to have one like Ilene's where I
get to publish over the course of my life. I also think
about people who had a big commercial success and
then were able to go back to being regular writers, like
Mark Haddon. He wrote "The Curious Incident of the
Dog in the Night-Time" and then wrote a quiet English
comedy of manners and people stopped paying atten
tion to him. Since then, he's had a great career.
What kinds of books do you want to be writing 20 years
from now? In a perfect world, I still would like to be
writing for teenagers. I think they're such interesting
readers. Judy Blumc has had a five-decade career in
which she has written wonderful children's books the
whole time. She's also written good books for adults.
So, it is possible, but I don't know if it's possible for
me. If I can't do that, then I'll try to write something
else, like picture books or hard-boiled mystery novels.
Do you see yourself continuing to write for this genera
tion of teenagers as they grow up? Not really. I feel like
letting them go into adulthood. It makes me really
happy when people say that one of my books is their
favorite hook, but it also makes me think, "I can't wait
for you to read 'Beloved.' I can't wait for you to read
'Their Eyes Were Watching God.' I can't wait for you to
read 'Gatsby.'" It's not bad news to me when they read
those books and their worlds arc turned upside down.
It's great news. I don't mind them growing up. I like
that they grow up. I want to be a part of that process. I
don't want to be the end.
You've been described in the media as a "voice of a
generation." What do you think about that? I think it's
a bit ludicrous. I think that people in that generation
would say that 1 am not the voice of their generation,
and it's something we should ask them rather than
asking the baby boomers who call me that. I had one
moment in American pop culture and, while it was
an interesting thing to have happen, I don't think of
myself as a particularly important voice for this genera
tion — they're capable of speaking for themselves.
They don't need me to speak for them. One of the
great things about social media is that the tradition
ally silenced voices of youth aren't silenced anymore,
and they get to live on the same platforms as the most
established voices. We can listen to them directly, and 1
think we should.
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When you were named one of Time's
100 Most Influential People, actress
Shailene Woodley wrote that you don't
speak for teenagers, but that you listen

iJ

to them. That was an incredibly kind
thing of Shai to say, and that is what
I try to do. My time at Kenyon was
about learning to listen more than
anything else. Learning to listen to my peers,
learning to listen to my professors, learning to
listen to the great voices, whether it was Charlotte
Bronte or John Keats or John Maynard Keynes or
Toni Morrison. I came here knowing how to talk,
but I didn't come here knowing how to listen.
Let's talk about nerdfighters.That community
has become an international phenomenon since
you and your brother founded it in 2007. I wish
that we'd had a better name for it back in 2007.
Just to be clear, nerdfighters fight for nerds. Like
Freedom Fighters ostensibly fight for freedom.
My brother and I started making these videos
back and forth to each other when YouTubc was
still really small. The community around those
videos initially just consisted of a few hundred
people, but they were really cool people. It was
fun to spend time with them and they weren't
just watching what we made — they were
res ponding to it with their own videos, with fan
fiction, with art, with all kinds of things — and
it all felt so immersive and invigorating in a way
that frankly books didn't feel for me at the time.
Now your videos have been viewed more than 600
million times. Is there a downside to the culture
becoming too mainstream? Frankly, the bigger an
online community gets and the closer it moves
to the center of pop culture, the less interesting it

becomes. My brother always says the only follow
ing worth having is a cult following and I think
he's right. Tha£s been a real focus for Hank and
me during the last few years. We've tried really
hard not to make stuff for the broadest possible
audience but instead to make stuff that will
appeal to a passionate audience.
The film adaptations of "The Fault inOur Stars"
and "Paper Towns" helped your books reach an
even wider audience. Why was it important for you
to be involved in themaking of those movies?

I wanted to be an advocate for the readers of
the book. And I always was welcomed into the
process, which is very unusual for authors.
I was extremely lucky that the people who
produced the movies and the people who were
in the movies were so generous toward me and
really cared about what I thought. It truly felt
collaborative.
What did you learn about celebrity culture from
going through the movie promotion process? We're
taught in America that celebrity is the ultimate
achievement. There obviously are a lot of benefits
to renown, but when I was younger, I definitely
thought that there was some emptiness inside of
me that could be filled by strangers liking me, and
I don't think that was correct. On the other hand,
a lot of jobs are worse.

MY TIME AT KENYON WAS ABOUT LEARNING TO

LISTEN

more than anything else. Learning to listen to my peers,learning to listen
to my professors, learning to listen to the great voices, whether it was
Charlotte Bronte or John Keats or John Maynard Keynes or Toni Morrison."
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How do you think your role as apublic figure has
both helped and hindered your writing? I do not

think it has helped my writing. I haven't written
a book since "The Fault in Our Stars." But its
been great for everything else in my life. I got to
glimpse worlds that I never thought I would get
to glimpse. I got to experience things that were
once-in-a-lifctime sorts of things. And best of all.
I got to return to my normal life. I almost fell
right back into writing in the morning and going
to my office in the afternoon, and that's exactly
what I was doing in 2011.
You're still involved with so many projects, like
Vlogbrothers, Crash Course and now the AFC
Wimbledon movie that you signed on to write and
produce. How do you choose where to invest your
time? The answer I should give is that I try to
think about what I'm passionate about. I try to
think about what can make a difference in the
lives of the people we're making stuff for. But
the true answer? This is the only joke I know:
A moth goes into a podiatrist's office and the
podiatrist says, "What seems to be the prob
lem?" And the moth says, "If only there was
just one problem. My wife doesn't love me and
I can't remember when she did love me. My son
looks in the mirror and he sees the same failure
in himself that he sees in me. My daughter has
married an absolute brute of a man. And every
thing is just wrong, doc." And the podiatrist
says, "Well, that is indeed very serious, moth.
But I am a podiatrist. I work on feet. I'm not a
psychiatrist. What brings you here today?" And
the moth says, "Oh, the light was on." On some
level, I think maybe the real answer to your
question is that I go wherever the light is on.
I'm not sure that humans are that much more
thoughtful than moths when it comes to making
those choices. IS
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BOOKS
New York,
New York
Two alumnae have published
superb books about women
coming into their own. One is
nonfiction, the other a novel. But
they resonate in similar ways:
Both involve struggle for identity,
both evoke the visceral feeling of
trying to make it in New York,
and both brilliantly capture their
cultural moments.
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"Enter Helen," by Brooke Hauser '01 (I larperCollins), traces the career
of the famous and sometimes infamous Helen Gurlcy Brown, author
of "Sex and the Single Girl" and the legendary editor of Cosmopolitan
magazine. Based on numerous interviews and extensive research in
Brown's papers, "Enter I Ielen" is really the story of a tumultuous era of
stKial change — an era that embraced the March on Washington as well
the topless bathing suit, the 1904 Worlds Fair as well as the 1967 Summer
of Love, both the rise of modern feminism and the heyday of the Playboy
Club, the sexy "career girl" of Cosmo and the liberated woman of Ms.
"The future of sex had been ushered in, and Helen Gurley Brown
helped open the door," Hauser writes.
While following Browns triumphs, I lauser astutely explores the
editor's complicated relationship to feminism and leading feminists, from
Betty Fricdan and Gloria Steinem (a friendly adversary of Browns) to
Lettv Cottin Pogrcbin, who was the publicist for "Sex and the Single Girl"
years before she helped to found Ms. Magazine. Fricdan once dismissed
Cosmo's vision for "the woman on her own" as an "immature teenage-level
sexual fantasy" — and even Cosmo's senior editors saw the magazine as
"kind of a lark" — but Hauser notes that Cosmo in its own way liberated
women from "charmed domesticity" and that Brown supported a number
of feminist causes.
Delving into Browns personal life, the book notes the ways in which
her husband, David, a well-known movie producer, was a key collaborator.
In addition, I lauser persuasively argues that Brown's ebullience and drive
were rooted in a sense of vulnerability that went back to family troubles
marring her childhood in Depression-era Arkansas and Los Angeles.
The audience she created and spoke to — her "Cosmopolitan girl" —
was "essentially the girl she had been ... the girl who wanted it all."
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Keen want also propels
the central character and
I narrator in "Sweetbitter"
(Knopf), the beautifully
written, often wrenching and wryly humorous
novel by Stephanie Danler
L (
'06. (Danler was known
Kifl u
as Stephanie Mannatt at
Kenyon.) Danler s young
heroine — we don't learn her real name until halfway through
the year that unfolds in the story — arrives in New York in the
summer of 2006, full of unfocused, self-doubting ambition,
and finds a job as a "back waiter" in a fine restaurant near
Union Square.
Food comes to shimmering life in this novel. Describing a truffle as a
"blanched, malignant-l<x>king tuber," Danler writes: "The scent infiltrated
every corner of the room, heady as opium, drowsing us... Freshly tilled
earth, fields of manure, the forest floor after a rain. I smellcd berries,
upheaval, mold, sheets sweated through a thousand times. Absolute sex."
But food and the controlled chaos of the restaurant are entwined
with the emergence of taste and proficiency in a larger sense, for this is a
story of a confused, sensual coming of age. Under the tutelage of a senior
server named Simonc who calls her "little one," the main character begins,
clumsily at first, to develop a refined palate even as she struggles to define
her own needs, to rely on herself and to make the city her own. Free-verse
passages that punctuate the virtuosic prose provide a cacophonous Greek
chorus of sorts, while in pauses when the narrator muses, "I don't think I
said it well before," we acutely feel her searching to find her own voice.
The plot is driven in part by her infatuation with a bartender named
Jake, and by her efforts to penetrate the mysterious past that Jake and
Simone apparently share. Danler deftly manages scenes that pull us into
this odd and ultimately painful triangle.
She may be at her best, though, in evoking the backstage rush and
urgency of restaurant work, the conflicts and colorful characters, the drugand sex-steeped after-hours bonding and the anxious energies of young
people trying to find their existential footing in New York.
And she vividly evokes New York as well — the way its changing
seasons texture the rhythm of life, tug spirits up and down. As the narra
tor's first spring in the city opens up, she goes out for a meal alone at the
Oyster Bar in Grand Central Terminal, "hallowed ground of anonymity
and flux." Beyond the sexual significance of oysters and the idea of arrival
and departure embodied in the train station, there's the sharp, sure, poetic
language in this small perfect phrase:one of many exquisite moments in
this fine novel. — Dan Luskin
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RECENT BOOKS
BY KENYON AUTHORS
Dave Algase '90, "Brown for the
Count: A Compendium of Cleveland Browns
Lists" (InterspiralPress). Covering the team
from its start in1946 through the 2014 season.
Algase treats fellow fanatics to lists like "9
NFL rule changes inspired by the Browns" and
"Superb Goal-Line Stands."
Cori Arnold '03,"Career Advice
for Graduates: 62 EssentialElements to
Excel Early." Centering oncharacter traits like
reliability and initiative. Arnold's sensible tips
range from "build allies"and "know when to
fight your battles" to "speak up" and "follow
through oneverything."
David Bergman '72, "The Poetry
of Disturbance: The Discomforts of Postwar
American Poetry" (Cambridge University
Press). A professor at TowsonUniversity, Berg
man stresses the orality of postwar poetry,
closely analyzing "sneaky poems that look
safe enough at first but unsettle us later."
Reed Browning, "A Question of
Identification." Once again, the "Second-Best
Club" -a retired stockbroker and a retired
philosophy professor - deploy their curiosity,
persistence and intellectual playfulness to
unravel a mystery. Inthis. Browning's second
"Haydn and Speaker Mystery." the setting
moves from Vienna. Austria, to an organ loft
in the fictional college town of Humboldt.
Ohio, and the clues include a poisoned apple
pie as well as a coded love-note hiddenin four
measures of a prelude.
David P. Colley '63, "Seeing
the War: The Stories Behind the Famous
Photographs of World War II" (University
Press of New England). Many of the photos
here have been etched Into collective memory
- General Eisenhower chatting witha group
of paratroopers on the eve of D-Day. a black
accordionist weeping as he
sang hymnsafter President I
Roosevelt died. Othersare
IMKCJw
—
less well known but equally 1
compelling. In this thor'
—• I
oughly engrossing,often
moving book.Colley not
only tells the stories of the
photos but also sketches ^
the lives and fates of the |
men and women who
served and suffered.

Edward E. Curtis IV '93,
editor, "The Bloomsbury Reader on Is
lam in the West" (Bloomsbury).In the 29
essays collected here, scholarsin a range
of fields -including anthropology,law.
politics and theology - provide a nuanced
view of Islam aspart of the West,not as
foreign to it.
Leonard Felder '75, "MoreFully
Alive: The Benefits of Using Jewish Wisdom
for Responding to Stress andOverload." The
psychologist and prolific author uses compel
ling examples from his counseling sessions in
offering adviceon finding balance inlife.
Peter Handford '70,
"Egypt." When Handford was 5,his family
moved to Egypt. Six decades later, he has
written an epic poem ruminating on that
experience.

The homes show "the
remarkable results that can
be achieved through the
blending of professional
skill, unfettered imagina
tion, and the natural beauty
ofthesubtropics."
Jonathan 3tockdale '87,
"Imagining Exile inHeian Japan: Banishment
in Law, Literature, and Cult" (University of Ha
waii Press).Stockdale. who teaches Japanese
religion at the University of Puget
Sound, drawson bothliterature and
history to explore the resonance
of exile in the cultural life of the
Japanese court.
Tim Sultan '89, "Sunny's
Nights: Lost and Found at a Bar
on theEdge of the World" (Ran
dom House)."There was a sense
that one was off the leash here,"

Zachary Nowak '99, translator.
"Inventing the Pizzeria: A History of Pizza
Making in Naples," by Antonio Mattozzi
(Bloomsbury). A food-studies scholar, Nowak
has translated a 2009
book that, in tracing the
v»j
history of Neapolitan
IfiT
pizza - and, above all,
seven
of the pizzaiole.or pizza
ways
makers-offers insights
we
lie
into the social history of
Naples and19th century
6tul
SlPTf
urban history.
Riley Redgate
fttuc
idem
(Rioghnach
RILEY REDGATE
Robinson )'1B,
"Seven Ways We Lie"
(Abrams). Redgate (Robinson), who published
this young-adult novel before she graduated
from Kenyon this past spring, captureshighschool entanglements in the story of seven
teenagers who all harbor secrets and eachof whom wrestles with one
I of the deadly sins.
Jennifer Ash Rudick
'85, "Palm Beach Chic" (The
Vendome Press). With photographs
by Jessica Klewicki Glynn. Inthis
sumptuously illustrated guide to
25 homes, Rudick explores not only
my
architecture and interior design but
I also family history and sense of place.

writes Sultan in thisabsorbing memoir about
a Red Hook. Brooklyn, bar that emerges as a
fantastic, story-filled, wonderfully eccentric
world untoitself - and, aboveall, about
Sunny Balzano. the bar's unforgettable owner.
Julia Miller Vick '73 P'12
H'97, with Jennifer S. Furlongand Rosanne
Lurie. "The Academic Job Search Hand
book" (University of Pennsylvania Press).
Veteran career adviser Vick and her co
authors have brought out the fifth edition of
this indispensablebook, which
guides aspiring faculty mem
bers step-by-step through
the job hunting process.The
handbook includes a good
many sample documents, as
well as discussions of issues
such as dual-career couples
and alternative opportuni
ties for Ph.D.s who can't find
teaching posts.

{EXCERDT
"You want me to explain?
Pianos don't explain. We
riff, we run, we trill, we
even thunder, but we don't
explain. The inexplicable is
the order of the day here."

It's the aging piano from the classic film"Casablanca"
speaking here, reminiscing for a nosy interviewer about
movies, plots, props, sets, and theBogart movie's "perfect
mix of chauvinismand schmaltz." The story. "Don't Even
Try. Sam." is in a new collection by the masterful William
H. Gass '47called "Eyes" (Knopf). The book includes two
novellas and three other short stories.
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BURNING QUESTION
FOR WADE POWELL, PROFESSOR OF BIOLOGY

The new genome-editing tool called CRISPR is sparking
enormous excitement about the possibility of repairing DNA
defects and curing disease. A biologist explains its promise while
pointing out technical perils and troubling ethical questions.

Should we edit the human genome?
Scientists have been manipulating DNA for
decades — adding to the mouse genome, for
example, to create living models with Alzheimer's
and other diseases, with the aim of exploring their
causes and potential treatments. And, just as we
can add, we can delete genes, in order to gather
S
clues about the role they play in development
|
and physiology.
But early genetic-manipulation techniques were
|
slow, expensive and geared to individual species.
5
Enter CRISPR* — a fast, cheap and flexible way
to make precise changes in any cell's DNA.
It's easy to envision CRISPRs that repair,
The CRISPR system was first identified as a
replace or block production of defective proteins.
sort of immune system in bacteria, enabling cells
Red blood cell progenitors could be engineered
to recognize and destroy the DNA of invading
and transplanted into bone marrow to fix the
viruses. Scientists harnessed this system to devise gene that causes sickle cell anemia, or the produc
a genome-editing tool, which rapidly entered the
tion of blood clotting factors could be restored in
research mainstream. It's tremendously exciting,
the livers of hemophiliacs.
because it's simple and it can be used in practically
These scenarios share an important limita
any living thing. My own group of undergraduates tion, however. They affect only one patient, the
at Kcnyon is using CRISPR to genetically modify
recipient of the genome edits.
frogs as part of our research on the toxic effects of
A more ambitious goal would be to modify
dioxin pollution.
the "germ line," the cells that give rise to sperm
Even before the emergence of CRISPR,
and egg, thereby creating genetic alterations that
scientists were experimenting with gene-editing
could be passed on to a patient's children. The
technologies to treat medical conditions in
hope would be to eliminate inherited diseases
humans. Some studies, for instance, have aimed
like cystic fibrosis, muscular dystrophy or
at genetically altering immune cells so that they'll
Huntington's disease.
destroy leukemias or inhibit the proliferation of
Edits in the human germ line must be made
IIIV. But CRISPR's enormous promise has both
on w-riTrw-fertilized human embryos. And that's
scientists and investors aggressively seeking new
where serious concerns arise. •
therapeutic applications. One current example:
The most immediate problem is technical. In
Editas Medicine — a genome-editing company
the only publicized attempt to perform CRISPR
founded in 2013 — hopes to use CRISPR to alter
edits in an early human embryo, Chinese
a gene within retinal cells so as to restore sight to
scientists detected numerous "off-target"
patients with Leber congenital amaurosis, a rare
effects, unanticipated changes at multiple sites
cause of heritable blindness. Initial clinical trials
in the genome. If a CRISPR-modificd emhryo
arc slated for 2017.
were actually implanted and brought to term,

unpredictable oflf-target mutations might cause
birth defects or diseases.
Moreover, it's impossible to ensure that every
cell in the developing embryo is altered. The proce
dure could yield a "mosaic" child, in whom only
a random fraction of cells contain the therapeutic
edit, which then might not provide the medical
benefit. Clearly, CRISPR technology is not yet safe
enough for medical use in human embryos.
Then, of course, there are profound ethical
questions. While some medical scientists argue
that it's morally wrong to withhold the cure to
a genetic disease, the alteration of the human
genome raises the specter of controlled human
breeding. "Eugenics" is clearly unacceptable when
it involves forced sterilization or murder. But what
if we used technology to select specific traits in
offspring — height, for example, or skin color or
intelligence? Would we be blurring the definition
of what a "normal" person is? Would some reason
ably common traits — traits that now fall within
the wide spectrum of human variability — come
to be seen as "defects"? How would widespread
genome editing affect the population genetics of
our species in the future?
Additionally, although CRISPR is touted for
its low cost and case of use. it remains a sophisti
cated experimental technique. If available only to
the rich, it could exacerbate and entrench economic
inequality at the biological level.
Issues such as these cry out for international
consensus. Until then, scientists in all nations
would be wise to follow the laws of many western
European countries and the policy of the U.S.
National Institutes of Health, which for now
establish a strict moratorium on genetic manipula
tion of the Hunan germ line.

• CRISPR stands for "Clustered Regularly-InterspacedShort Palindromic Repeats," a reference to the bacterial system on which the genome-edltlng technology Is based.
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KENYON PROFESSORS REFLECT ON THE LIFE OF THE MIND

MUSINGS
POETRY BY

VfCTOR RODRfGUEZ NUNEZ
PROFESSOR OF SPANISH
TRANSLATED BY KATHERINE M. HEDEEN

Three North American Scenes
"IDENTITY, IN THE END, is a well-founded illusion, desire more than reality," writes Victor Rodriguez
Nunez, an acclaimed poet who travels regularly to his native Cuba. "Am I someone from Cuba living in the
United States or, after 20 years, someone from the United States visiting Cuba? What's important is that I
don't always write about Cuba or in Cuba, but always from Cuba." The Bulletin asked Rodriguez Nunez to
reflect, in poetry, about this question of identity. I Ic responded with three poems from his most recent book
that spring from the experience of flying back to Ohio from Cuba, arriving at the airport and returning
home — evocative expressions of personal journey.
[OHIO RIVER VALLEY]

[27 MALLARD POINTE]

[PORT COLUMBUS]

ya viene el horizonte
puedo cscuchar su luz
que tropicza con todo
v me deja la picl con sabor a jengibrc

de subito en tu casa
que ya no reconoces
ni te rcconoce peor aun
aunque has dejado fibras de A1)N

hace una eternidad
que te espero
aqui y en todas panes
en cstc instante y nunca

ya se deja empunar
la z matcrna del rio Ohio
sus fAbricas de noche electoral
sus almacenes de desasosiego

en todas sus aristas
y has cargado contigo varios cielos
algun fondo de mar
ya ves no te sera dado volvcr

yo no puedo acudir donde tu esperas
he pcrdido el compas
soy nortc impreciso
reloj de I una

ya las casas en ml
como rcmachcs sobre el fosclajc
de un avi6n en el iris de un tornado

a orillas de cste lago imaginado
sc olvidara tu lengua
se diran cosas con letras inutiles

como el avi6n inmovil
en el anil con otra direccion
vadeo las tormentas los tormentos

v el descenso hacia ti
sonrisa izquierda
y el abrigo que me empieza a extranar

no te quites csa sombra armgada
ni la mirada zurda
aqui tambitfn ercs un extranjero

en el punto de origen y final
pese a la rcnuncia a la puntuacion
jucgo este solitario consonantc

[OHIO RIVER VALLEY]

[27 MALLARD POINTE]

[PORT COLUMBUS]

now comes the horizon
I can hear its light
trip on everything
it leaves my skin with a taste of ginger

suddenly at the home
you no longer recognize
and worse still doesn't recognize you
though you've left DNA fibers

it's been an eternity
waiting for you
here and everywhere
this instant and never

now letting itself be gripped
the Ohio River's maternal z
its election night factories
its anxiety warehouses

on all its edges
and you've lugged with you various skies
some sea bottoms
now you know no return for you

now the homes in me
like rivets on the fuselage
of a plane in the iris of a tornado

at the shores of this imagined lake
your language will be forgotten
things with useless letters uttered

I can't get to where you're waiting
I've missed a beat
I'm imprecise north
moonclock
like the motionless plane
in the indigo with another direction
I wade through the tempests the torments

and the descent toward you
leftist smile
and the winter coat beginning to miss me

don't shake off that wrinkled shadow
or the leftist gaze
here you're a stranger too

at the point of origin and end
despite giving up punctuation
I play this consonant solitaire

Professor of Spanish Victor Rodriguez Nunez has wonnumerous awards for his poetry, most recently the Loewe Foundation
International Poetry Prize for despesue[departure] (Madrid Visor. 2016). Muchof his workhas beentranslated byProfessor of
Spanish KatherlneM Hedeen. whom he describesas his"partner in work and life." Both joinedKenyon's faculty in 2001.
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OFFICE H°URs
Shop Talk

Great teachers may have a natural gift, but they also cultivate their craft very deliberately.
What works? What might work better? How to balance the impulse to impart knowledge
with the goal of getting students to dive in and make learning their own? The Bulletin took
up some questions of craft with the two winners of the 2016 Trustee Teaching Awards.

Pashmina Murthy I ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH
As an expert in postcolonial and transnational
studies in addition to critical theory, Murthy
often introduces students to "literatures from
elsewhere," seeking to place foreign works "in
conversation with British and American texts."
She joined the faculty in 2012.
In leading class discussions, how do you balance
your own agenda with an openness to exploring
students' ideas? I have a framework — several
questions to examine in a concerted way. But
we usually discuss a novel over four or five
class sessions, and that leaves a lot of space
for students' ideas. Students will write journal
entries on the reading and submit them the night
before class, and they're really great.
Sometimes I'll say to myself, "I never
5
thought of it from that angle." Bart of
?
it is that I've forgotten the pleasure of
°
that first reading. Usually the connec
tions that students make are incred
ibly productive. I'll pick up those
moments and start stitching them
together in class.
Do you set very explicit expectationsfor
your students? The classes I teach are
usually "one-off" classes — courses
like African fiction and South Asian
fiction, where students won't go on to
pursue the topic at a higher level. My
goal is exploratory. I tell them, this is
not about mastering a body of texts
but about exploring certain questions
and developing a set of reading prac
tices. I joke with my students that my
goal is to leave the class dissatisfied:
We may have answered some of the
questions they came in with, but we've
raised so many more.

You've taught Introduction to Literary Theory
as well as Gender Benders, focusing on feminist
theory. Is it hard to teach theory to students who
still are relatively inexperienced readers? Theory's
hard, but it's exciting. In the introductory course,
I have two aims. One is for students to under
stand the foundations of these ideas, the social
and historical context in which they emerge,
and how certain ideas emerge in conversation
with others. But I also emphasize that theory is
very playful; it's a set of possibilities that enable
you to approach texts in interesting ways. And
I point out to students that they'll encounter
these theoretical approaches in other classes in
the humanities and social sciences.

How much reading do you assign? Instead of
assigning six or seven books, I'll often focus on
four big novels and then some critical articles.
I expect them to read books we're not covering
in class. But I think it's important to have time
to read closely, and also time to step back. I like
the recursive aspect of looking at texts. I'll have
students revisit their journal entries and the
texts we've read, and write a reflection paper.
In one class, we regularly had what I called
"shop talk." Every three weeks, we'd have a
session with no "teaching." Instead, they would
go back through their notes, I'd raise a broad
question, and we would discuss it, taking up
lingering questions.
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Paula Turner i PROFESSOR OF PHYSICS
A faculty member since 1992, Turner specializes in
astronomy and astrophysics. In addition to overseeing
the Miller Observatory at Kenyon, she directs a two-week
summer program for undergraduates at the Mount Wilson
Observatory in California.

L

,

91

You also made some innovations in the first-year seminar.

I used an inquiry-based approach, in which students under
took three projects. In one, using a worksheet I developed
at the Mount Wilson Observatory, they learned how to use
a database of solar images from NASA involving different
wavelength views of the sun. Then I had them generate
questions, and they formed groups to pursue them. They
spent two or three weeks digging through these images,
figuring out how to make the measurements tlicy needed.
As a teacher, I was giving up control in order to give them
an opportunity to explore something without knowing
what the answer should be.
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What kinds of changes have you introduced in the way you

teach? Last fall, coming back from sabbatical, I was teach
ing General Physics I, our course for pre-med students or
others who don't need a calculus-based approach. I decided
to use the "think-pair-sharc" method, in which I test their
understanding by presenting a question; each student has
to commit to an answer, and then I pair up students with
different answers so that they can try to convince each
other. There's some research showing that putting in infor
mation involves different mental processing from unpack
ing it again and using it. This method tries to get students
into that state of unpacking the knowledge and applying it
while they're in class and 1 can mediate.

£X

1

How would you compare the challenges of teaching courses
for majors to the challenges in non-major courses? Some of
the challenges arc identical. I struggle every time I teach a
course to get people to do a better job of explicating what
they've done. In labs, making a g(x>d record in your lab
notebook so that someone else can replicate your results —
that goes for a non-major course like Creating with Gadgets
all the way up to advanced labs. Everybody could get better
at that, and I will hound them until they do!

L

C

.v

In courses for non-majors, how do you convey the sense of wonder that
often inspires scientific careers? For me, that comes from the things
we do that arc experiential. Every one of our non-science-major
courses has a lab, in which we do measurements and attach meaning
to them. In Stars and Galaxies, I take students out to the telescope
and have them learn to point at and study something, whether it's a
gas cloud or a star pair or a star cluster. The experience of having done
that themselves gives them a feeling of capability they didn't have
before. It can be a powerful experience.
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1950s
1950

1956

Don R. Clark writes: "Still practicing
medicine (part-time). Tennis five days
a week. Teaching water aerobics and
swimming three days a week. Still occa
sionally working as a pool lifeguard."
He lives in Roswell, New Mexico, with
his wife, Caroline.

Philip R. Currier and wife Jane have left
New Hampshire for Chapel Hill. North
Carolina, "where winter is a lot easier
and we have three of our children and
two of our grandchildren living within a
half hour of us," he writes. Peter L. Keys
notes that at last year's San Diego Cat
Fanciers show, he was vendor coordi
nator while his wife, Joanie, served as
education presenter, despite her multi
ple systems atrophy due to Parkinsons
disease. They traveled to I iawaii, Denver
and south into the Rockies to see
friends, and Washington, D.C. Robert
W. Rowes grandson Will Randolph
visited Gambier last October during
a school break. Bob notes, "I hope he
will get a glimmer of the qualities which
have endeared Kenyon to me."

1
51 Submit class notes to
classnotes(a)kenyon.edu.

1952
Peter D. Paisley reports: "Mar)' Ann
and I married in 1981 and moved to
Encinitas, California, a coastal city near
San Diego. I continued working as a
stockbroker until age 73. My memo
ries of Kenyon are fond, especially of
fellow students and professors such as
Franklin Miller, who taught so many
physics classes, my major field. I enjoy
telling folks that Paul Newman did
my laundry, even if he left the "doing"
to folks in Mount Vernon while he
handled collecting, delivering, and fetch
ing payment on campus."

1953

Share what's happening
in your life — personal and
professional — by submitting a
class note to the Alumni Bulletin.
To submit a class note, email it to
classnotesaikenyon.edu.
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1954-55 Submit class notes to
classnotes(a)kenyon.edu.

Sheppard B. Kominars blogs at journaldoctor.com—but "not for old people."
I lis blog and recent poetry book are "for
young people who think old people are
old. It'll keep you from getting old when
you're over 50!" I le lives with partner
Marvin in San Francisco. Arnold Starr,
Laguna Beach, California, was named
"Professor Apple Farmer of the Year" by
the town of Julian after his fortuitously
located apple and peach orchard fared
the drought much better than those
of his neighbors. View his vibrant
watercolors of the orchard and more at
anioldstarrart.com.
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1957
I. Kelman Cohen is an emeritus
professor of surgery and founding
chair of plastic surgery at Virginia
Commonwealth University. He also
has wound healing expertise in basic
research and clinical practice and is
happy to share advice about careers in
medicine. He and wife Gayle P. Williams
live in Richmond. Virginia.

1958-59 Submit class notes to
classnotesidikenyon.edu.

1960s
1961
David C. Brown and his wife, Barbara,
visited Capri and Sicily, sailing for a
week in the Aeolian islands on a 58-foot
catamaran with two other couples.
"Great experience. Did not get seasick!"

he reports. R. Hutchins Hodgson Jr.

writes that he and Pain have also
been traveling throughout the year:
a week in Paris and the Alps, later to
Ireland with family, and then to Costa
Rica. Hutch and Pam also enjoyed a
visit from John Richard Symons and
others to their house on Lake Lanier
in Georgia. Gilman R. King and wife
Marcia celebrated the addition of twin
girls to their assortment of grandchil
dren, step-grandchildren, and a great
grandchild, all of whom are welcome
to visit them in their second home in
Naples, Florida: "They can bring along
their parents if they want.' Nicholas K.
Long reports that he and wife Dee "have
safely completed our version of a trip
around the world," from New Zealand,
Australia and China in 2014, on to
Israel, Jordan, Egypt and later South
Africa. "Only real mishap." Nick adds,
was while at Iguazu Falls in Argentina;
their itinerary abruptly changed after
"a Chilean volcano (Calbuco) erupted
for the first time in 50 years." They're
happy both that they missed out on
the halted transportation when thick
ash covered the roads and also now to
be back home with grandchildren in
Minnetonka, Minnesota. The Reverend
David N. Morrell writes: "My wife.

Cathy (Denison '62), and 1 finally
decided to downsize and simplify our
lives" and last year moved into a Del
Webb community named "Sweetgrass"
in Richmond, Texas. Richard E.
Wintermantel. with his partner Betty,
visited the Hill and found that numer
ous additions to campus "luckily have
not spoiled" its character. During their
dinner visit to Peirce, however, while
sitting "at his usual bench." Dick noted,
"The table service we took for granted
never showed up."

1962
Charles E. Albers and his partner Julie,
after wanting to for many years, toured
Switzerland, "including the Mattcrhorn
and Jungfraujoch, where we encountered

a big snowstorm! Back home in
sunny Sarasota, Florida, we'd love to
hear from other Kenyon classmates
who are in the area." The Reverend
Stephen G. Alexander reports on his
"new pal Wiggins"—his name for the
four-wheel walker that keeps him from
falling down. "My leg/spine troubles
got worse after a five-vertebrae fusion
surgery. I am not very good at steering,
so I may have to replace furniture and
have walls and especially doorposts
repainted." Steve loves seeing his twin
grandchildren for Sunday suppers and
is proud to have "outlived every male
in my family." Last Labor Day, with
his high schcMil senior granddaughter.
Douglas W. Armbrust visited Gambier,
and he and former roommate Jack L.
Wagner reminisced on the patio behind
Peirce about "an episode of some of our
brothers rolling a bowling ball off the
back roof." They were in central Ohio
with Paul L. Heinzarling to celebrate
Doug's mother's 100th birthday. After
almost 48 years of partnership, Byron
S. Dunham married Richard J. Hanna
at Chicago City Hall on Oct. 16,2015.
"The judge asked, 'What took ya
so long?' Answer 'Waiting on the
Supreme Court! The only better judge
would have been James G. Carr, who
sent hearty congratulations." David W.
Hutzelman. Houston, spent last July in
Bali and India "as a volunteer teacher,
then two weeks in Hyderabad and
Visakhapatnam on the Indian Ocean for
lectures with some local students and
activists." Jonathan S. Katz. Newton,
Massachusetts, reports that his wife,
Yvettc. is planning a kitchen remodel.
He hopes the class will contribute to the
Thomas J. Edwards Scholarship Fund,
the impetus for which stemmed from
James G. Carr. Thomas J. Hoffmann and
John C. Oliver III Michael S. Kischner
and his wife, Beret, celebrated their
golden anniversary with a 3,000-mile
tour through Colorado, Wyoming,
Montana and Idaho. "We did a similar
trip 50 years ago," he adds, "when we
were too poor to get out of the car. This
time I was afraid we would be too stiff."
Edward L. Kropa. Mt. Pleasant, Iowa,
enjoyed a 75th birthday party attended
by more than 200 people and organized
by his two sons. "You grow where you
are planted. It was gratifying not to have
been weeded as yet, and to realize that I
have made some difference in this small
southeast Iowa town." The Reverend
Donald H. Langlois. Chandler, Arizona,
is proud of his oldest son, Stephen,
a newly installed registered nurse in

Edina, Minnesota, and a major in the
Air Force Reserve. I le and wife Rikke
enjoyed a week in Sedona for their 50th.
Richard A. Rubin writes, "Joy comes
in small packages these days." His five
grandchildren, ages 1-6, are scattered
from New Hampshire to his home in
the San Francisco Bay Area, so he's
learned from "long plane trips, lousy
food" that "Delta is definitely a couple
notches above United." Next year
he'll chair the board of the California
Commonwealth Club, the oldest and
largest nonpartisan public advocacy
organization in the United States.

1963 Submit class notes to
classnotes(a)kenyon.edu.

1964
Jeffrey D. Gold, Hamden, Connecticut,
reports that he and Vicki celebrated their
51st anniversary. Both still work at Jeff's
LAS1K practice, and they have "become
addicted to cruising" and still scuba
dive whenever they can. Thomas D.
LaBaugh sings, plays guitar and piano,
and composed and arranged songs for
his new CD titled "Inner Man." Contact
him at tom@>labaugh.com. He lives
with wife Sally Richen in Louisville,
Kentucky. Jane anil Perry C. Lentz
celebrated their golden anniversary
with old friends in Europe—Grenoble.
Devon and "a Viking cruise from Basel
to Amsterdam. If you visit Gambier, we
will happily show you a photographic
replay, taking care to lock the doors
from the inside." They also enjoyed
an October visit from Betsy and Joel
D. Kellman. of Huntington Woods,
Michigan, who notes, "Kenyon is still
beautiful in the rain, especially with no
exams in sight." Their third grandchild,
Grey, a "precious and feisty girl," will
turn 2 this year. David C. Newcomb,
Silver Spring, Maryland, prixluced a
Blu-ray Disc of a concert version of the
17 original songs comprising the heart
of his musical, "The Maestra." A CD
will be distributed commercially, but the
Blu-ray is just for friends and producers
interested in the play.

1965
In London. David F. Banks is working
on a feature film with Paul B. Healy
'85 and John C. Cocks. Jr. '66. the
screenplay for which "is a sensational
story. Fundraising is ongoing and going
very well." John C. Kerr regrets missing

the 50th amid a staiggle with recur
rent thyroid cancer and finally a total
laryngopharyngectomy. "So my singing
days are over," he writes. "I'm now
speaking electronically via an electrolarynx. Bonnie has been a terrific support
system for me. Timothy F. Isaacs visited
me post-operatively in Durham, North
Carolina—a great and true friend!
If passing through Southport, look
me up!" David L. Langston. Frederick.
Maryland, and wife Debi visited their
son in Australia and enjoyed the
wedding of their daughter in October.
"I'm in casual touch with Kooistra, Long
and Spitzer (and had lunch with Rogge.
the reluctant alum)," he reports. "We
were treated like rock stars at our 50th."
Robert A. Legg spent the year traveling
with Janic, first "from Buenos Aires,
around Cape I lorn, up the west coast
of South America, and on through the
Panama Canal" to Florida. After Lisbon
and Madrid in April, and an "exotic
journey to Gambier for our 2015 high
light in May." they visited Canyonlands
for the first time. The couple reside in
Greensboro, Georgia. John A. Lynn.
Indianapolis, updates on his Stage 4
bone marrow lymphoma: "My good
blood numbers have all risen substan
tially. I've put on a few pounds (muscle,
of course), and have considerably more
energy, at least than some people. I'll
continue my naturopathic protocol
of ingesting gixxl stuff God made to
heal us humans. Stay tuned, and thank
you for your thoughts and prayers."
Frederick J. McGavran. Cincinnati,
returned from four days in Key West
with high school friends before setting
off with wife Liz for San Francisco.
He has two stories at thirdorder.org;
another story, "The Backyard Grill,"
is included in the anthology "Hidden
in Plain Sight." James L. Miller, North
Baltimore, Ohio, reports: "I didn't so
much retire as make Anna's sidelines
full-time—[her] gourd seed business, a
niche mom-and-pop operation, supplies
the farmers who produce gourds for
crafters." The business. Quarry Farm

Gourds, sells and ships to 48 states.
Last fall N. Stevens Newcomer survived
five inches of torrential rains but fared
better than those south of him in
Columbia, South Carolina, where roads,
bridges and dams were destroyed when
20 inches of rain fell in some areas.
"Wonderful time at the 50th reconnect
ing with old, and 1 do mean old, frat
brothers and friends, including David
G. Thomas *69 Larry R. Brown (my
old roommate). Gene E. Little. Aaron
R. Burke. Peter A. White 66. Richard
L. Ray Timothy F. Isaacs and many
others. Doing well working two-anda-half days a week at an auto dealer,
driving cars and customers around." He
lives in Greer. South Carolina, with wife
Beverly Bcrtke Douglas L. Schmucker.
Bolinas. California, continues to travel
with his wife, Joan Okasako, recently
to Prague, Vienna and Budapest. "In
contact with John A. Lynn, Richard I.
Peters and James L. Steyaart Inducted
into the McKeesport High School Hall
of Fame, suggesting that the pool of
potential nominees must be quite shal
low." Victor B. Schwartz, Charleston,
South Carolina, retired from teaching
last June and t(x>k golf lessons "to get
back into the game. Am playing at least
twice a week but still score high." He
and wife Elizabeth took a river cruise
from Switzerland to Austria in late
September.

1966
John 0. Case and his wife, Katie,
celebrated their 50th last year, and next
year they will have lived that long in
Williamstown, Massachusetts. He is
retired from Southern Vermont College,
which recently "honored my many
misspent lunch hours by naming their
trail system after me." Frank "Burt"
Dibble, in Rye, New Hampshire, is
"deep into a project to save our historic
town from the wrecking ball." Since
retiring on "January 1,2015. at 7 a.m.,"
he and partner Mae have been traveling
internationally and to see four of his

"The only better judge would ^
have been James G. Carr, who
sent hearty congratulations."
-BYRON S. DUNHAM ON MARRIAGE CEREMONY TO RICHARD J. HANNA
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Carl S. Mankowitz completed a
master's degree in Judaic studies
at Hebrew Union College.

SUBMIT YOUR CLASS NOTES TO classnotes(a)kenyon.edu

grandchildren in Colorado. Alan D.
Hornstein. Paris, writes that he "met up
with Stephen W. Carmichael 'B7 and his
wife on an outing to Vaux-le-Vicomte on
a beautiful autumn day. Semi-retirement
means I still enjoy the contact with
my colleagues and students—and
effortlessly, t<x>, with only 15 yards
between home and school." After his
retirement. Carl S. Mankowitz pursued
his longstanding interest in Judaism by
completing a masters degree in Judaicstudies at Hebrew Union College in
New York City, where he lives witli
wife Lisa Rubin. The two celebrated
their 20th anniversary in January.
Thomas A. Mason, who teaches at
Indiana University-Purdue University
Indianapolis, enjoyed a political science
class at Kenyon last June while attending
the Kenyon Institute, which he "enthusi
astically recommends." Richard T. Nolan
Red Lodge, Montana, vacationed in
the Dolomites with his wife, Grctchcn,
last fall. He writes, "Unlike the Tetons

where you see fewer and fewer people
as you hike into the mountains, the
Dolomites are filled with European
hikers. Exhilarating and the views
truly spectacular." Charles F. Peace IV,
Baltimore, retired from the NSA in 2014
and is caring for his life partner of over
38 years, the Rev. Frederick S. Thomas,
who suffered a stroke last July but has
since improved. Gerald E. Reynolds.
Fairfax. Virginia, an instructor for
the federal government and adjunct
professor at George Mason University,
was proud to host his longtime friend
and colleague James Clapper, the U.S.
director of national intelligence. Jerry is
"enjoying this year of transition from
full-time work to part-time instruct
ing as we visit old friends, explore
new places, and learn how busy it can
become doing nothing!' William P.
Rice, Duxbury, Massachusetts, has had
a successful career in money manage
ment. He reports his company manages
over $8 billion and employs more than
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toward your required minimum distribution, but the amount you donate
will not be included in your gross income for federal income tax purposes.
Its at least as good as a charitable deduction and, for many taxpayers
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(especially those who don't itemize deductions), it's better. Interested in
learning more? Go to kenyon.edu/plannedgiving or call or email me at

(BV

£\

David B. Bell, now fully retired, reports
that he and Mary have "emptied 38
years of clutter from our closets and
left Washington, D.C., for Nashville.
Tennessee," bringing them closer to
their children.

Kenyon from your IRA in an amount up to $100,000. The gift will count
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rollover permanent. If you are 70 1/2 or older, you can make a direct gift to
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1968 Submit class notes to
classnotes[a>kenyon.edu.

... and the President agrees! That's why they made the charitable IRA
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Stephen W. Carmichael. Rochester,
Minnesota, and his wife, Susan
Stoddard, hiked Hadrians Wall
last June. He also met with Alan D.
Hornstein *66 twice in Paris and enjoyed
an excursion with him to Vaux-leVicomte before taking a river cruise to
the landing beaches of Normandy. He is
a professor emeritus at the Mayo Clinic.
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1967

Congress wants you to
support Kenyon.

.J

V

50 professionals. Recently his son Bill
Jr. became the firm's chief investment
officer. He and his and wife, Lynn, "are
avid boaters, cruising both New England
and Florida waters." The Rev. Richard H.
"Smitty" Schmidt. Fairhope, Alabama,
retired from a career as an Episcopal
priest during which he served communi
ties in five states and taught in Nigeria.
His sixth book, "Sages, Saints, and
Seers," was published in 2015. He and
Pam, his wife of 48 years, volunteer and
travel often Gordon L. Todd, Omaha,
Nebraska, retired in 2014 after teach
ing anatomy for 42 years to medical
students. He writes, "I spend my time
building a model railroad empire over
the next decade or so until my eyesight
and manual dexterity give out. Travels
often include a train ride or railroad
museum, so [wife] Claudianna's pretty
tolerant of my hobby. Our welcome mat
is always out."
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Kyle W. Henderson '80, JD
Associate Vice President for College Relations
740-427-5729 or 1-800-KENYONC
hendersonk@kenyon.edu
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1970s
1970 Submit class notes to
classnotes(a)kenyon.edu.
1971
Belinda Bremner, Oak Park, Illinois,
played Maudie Atkinson last summer in
a record-breakingly successful produc
tion of "To Kill a Mockingbird" with
Oak Park Festival Theatre. She and
Patricia Sellew Cimarosa enjoyed the
reunion planning weekend together.
Bruce M. Dunlavy. Bowling Green. Ohio,
is now blogging at ag<x)dmantoknow.
com. "It fulfills my lifelong dream of
being able to continually spout ofF my
B.S. with nobody to stop me!" John C.
"Jack" Gaudry is celebrating his 45th
anniversary with wife Candy. He writes,
"We're spending time between the west
side of Cleveland and Naples, Florida.
We get together with Andrew C. Hill
over the winter." S. Mark Johnson had
a "hellish summer with severe back and
leg problems" but has recovered. "1 have
joined an email poetry group in which I
send two poems bimonthly to an email
list and will soon have several of my
shorter poems published in a chapbook.
He and wife Nina Baruch Mende live
in New York City. Damon H. Kerby and
his partner of 39 years, Janet, live in San
Anselmo, California, where he recently
retired after spending 25 years heading
independent schools. He chairs the
Accrediting Commission of the Western
Association of Schools and Colleges and
coaches executives with an international
leadership communication firm called
Stand 6 Deliver. Gordon D. Weith and
Diana Morgan Weith '73 celebrated their
43rd anniversary last fall in Hawaii. In
June, with "his two sons and 40,000
other friends" he saw the Rolling Stones
in Atlanta. They also "squeezed in the
D.C. cherry blossoms and a wine-tasting
trip around the Finger Lakes."

1972
Lawrence R. Harbison moved back to
his hometown, Ann Arbor, Michigan,
last summer to help care for his mother.
Larry is still editing books and returning
to New York City peruxlically to go to
the theater. He taught two playwriting
classes at the University of Michigan
during its winter term. R. Kevin
Horrigan retired as minister of the First

Presbyterian Church in Urbana, Ohio.
He and his wife, Christine, moved to
Mansfield, Ohio, near family. Susan
Emery McGannon retired in November
from her office as city attorney for
Murffeesboro, Tennessee. Last fall she
also completed her second and final
terms as a director of the International
Municipal Lawyers Association
and as a member of the Tennessee
Supreme Courts Board of Professional
Responsibility. Richard B. Ripley and his
wife, Jane Recs, renovated last year—"six
months of stress and joyful anticipation
in equal measure," he reports. Rick has
been contemplating retirement from
teaching art at Victor Valley College in
Victorville, California, and looks forward
to more time in his studio.

1973
David W. Cronin writes: "Since
retiring from the Maryland Energy
Administration I have been coaching
lacrosse, traveling, singing in a rock
band, and taking care of my 96-yearold mom." Dave and wife Carol live
in Annapolis David L. Landefeld.
Lancaster, Ohio, was elected to the
Fairfield County Municipal Court.

1974
Sidney E. Wanetick. Lafayette,
California, took his annual trip with his
partner Joanne Seitz to New Orleans
for Jazzfest. "We were in the blues tent
checking out some great zydeco," Sid
writes. "I went out to grab some beers,
and lo and behold return to find the
one and only Stewart F. Peck sitting
right next to Jo! No time for drinks and
dinner—but next time."

1975
David P. Culp, Fairfax, Virginia, writes
that he and Katy Stewart Culp '76
visited the Galapagos last fall on the
National Geographic Islander. "I was
totally overwhelmed by the ecological
change; it is up to us to keep places like
this pristine, or we will needlessly lose a
few more species, and the planet will be
the worse for it." Mary Kay Karzas and
husband Warren Reiss are now both
retired and sold their house. "Enjoying
retirement in our condo in downtown
Chicago and the little house in Gambier.
Visitors welcome! I'm on the board of
Kenyon's Philander Chase Corporation,
a conservation land trust concerned
with preserving the farmland and rural

nature of the area surrounding the
College viewshed." Raye Howells Koch
and husband Paul are enjoying living
in Dresden. Germany, and explor
ing Europe. Follow their adventure at
dresdenerkochs.blogspot.com. Kevin
J. Martin has retired as an associate
creative director in health care marketing
and advertising and is putting together
a professional photography portfolio
shot on color and black-and-white film.
I le lives in Glendale, California, with his
partner of 10 years and husband of five,
Arvin Olbes. Charlotte Jones "Shami"
McCormick and husband Daniel
have moved to Orlando, Florida. Dan
continues to make strides as he recovers
from a stroke. Shami works at Universal
Studios—a seasonal "psychoscarcapy"
actor in the theme parks annual
I Iallowccn Horror nights. This year she
will go on to be the Wandkeeper in the
Wizarding World of Harry Potter. Eric
W. Mueller and Jan E. Lenkoski-Mueller
'77 write from their home in Sandy
Hook, Connecticut. "Still in my first
job!" he reports. "Thirty-eighth year of
teaching art and coaching at Hopkins
School in New Haven, Connecticut.
Easing out of soccer—I'm the assistant
coach this year after 35 seasons as head.
Next year I'll go sailing on Saturdays for
a change." Philip B. Olmstead, Cazcnovia,
New York, is a weekend sexton at Grace
Episcopal Church in Utica, New York,
and is working "in the urban parish
where I was once a choirboy 50 years
ago!' Elizabeth Levitt Resnick. Ramsey,
New Jersey, who is "living her profes
sional passion" as an executive coach,
enjoyed reminiscing and deep sharing on
a wonderful fall weekend in Maine with
Deborah Baldwin Fall. Deborah Jansen
MacKinnon and Gretchen McLain
Larman. She and husband Lawrence
report that "college tuition is now past
tense! My baby, Gregory, graduated
from Vanderbilt and moved to Austin,
Texas. I le is lucky to be employed, too,
at Facebook." Robert W. Shawver Jr.
wrote; "Enjoyed our reunion—only
regret was forgetting a blanket. Gets
dang cold in those old dorms. Was

also good to sec Tom Long perform at
Cincinnati's Christ Church the following
weekend." Bob and Brenda spent early
2016 in Stuart. Florida. Paul A. Silver
teaches medicine at George Washington
University and sees patients. Me reports.
"Practicing medicine is good, but being a
grandfather is even better!" He and wife
Shelly live in Silver Spring. Maryland.
Allerton G. "Tony" Smith and his wife,
Rosalyn, New York City, had a year
of notable anniversaries: their 36th of
marriage, her 20th as a learning special
ist at Nightingale School, their daughter
Mallie and husband Nick's seventh
wedding anniversary, son Elliott's first
year at Columbia Teachers College, and
Tony's ninth year working at Moody's
Analytics, where he writes several
Capital Markets Research newsletters.
Murray J. Smith and Janet Byrne Smith
'76, Englewood, New Jersey, returned to
Gambicr in June 2015 for the Kcnyon
Institute annual cycling seminar. They
write. "We spent several days riding
around the back roads of the beautiful
Knox County countryside, learning
more riding (and repair) skills, and
making new friends." Philip S. Soltanoff.
New York City, a freelance theater
artist, co-directed a performance of
"Plan B" featuring four acrobats as part
of the repertoire of CNAC, the French
National Circus School. The dynamic
and hypnotic performance toured
France, the Netherlands and Italy and
can be seen in part at philsoltanoff.net.

1976
Stephen W. Grant has moved from
I louston to Thomaston, Maine. "Talk
about culture and climate shock! Our
bl(x>d has gotten a little thin after
23 years in Texas." Steve works as a
customer support representative for
Boston Financial Data Services in
Rockland, and his wife, Nina, is retired.
David E. Griffith is executive director
of Episcopal Community Services in
Philadelphia, working out of his home
office in New I lope, Pennsylvania,
where he lives with wife Jacqueline

"It fulfills my lifelong dream of
being able to continually spout off
my B.S. with nobody to stop me!"
-BRUCE M. DUNLAVY ON STARTING A BLOG
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McEwen-Griffith '77. Focusing on
poverty and the most vulnerable, he
writes, has been "without a doubt the
most rewarding work I have ever been
associated with." He also is vice chair of
the World Affairs Council and a trustee
at the Academy of Natural Sciences at
Drexel. lecturing at the University of
Pennsylvania. Temple University and
Rutgers University on leadership and
governance. "This retirement thing is
overrated," he added James W. Kraft.
Carmcl, Indiana, and his wife, Jean,
spent October "with high school friends
in leafy-beautiful Vermont. Proudly
wore my Kenyon sweatshirt but did
not attract other alumni or bears. Still
playing' Words-to-the-Death' with
roomie James M. Borgman Recently
connected with fellow classmate and
Manning alum Eric E. Stroo Tanna
L. Moore is still "happily employed
as president and CEO of Meritas, an
international network of law firms," she
reports. "Starting to think about Act
III.' I have two lovely grandchildren,
an incredible husband, my health, and
beautiful homes." Amy Dennis Russell
and her husband, Bret, moved from
New York City to White Salmon,
Washington."Loving small town life,
in a place with more trees than people,"
she reports. Amy continues teaching
yoga and writing about new trends in
Christianity on her blog, incarnationplace.wordpress.com. Deborah Boone
Tepper writes: "I have moved away from
the Cleveland Clinic and am now prac
ticing headache and internal medicine
at Beth Israel Deaconess in Sandwich,
Massachusetts. Living in Chatham on
Cape Cod and practicing medicine is a
glorious opportunity." Joel E. Turner
and his wife, Anne Chamberlin. both

retired and live outside Philadelphia but
spend summers in the north woods of
Michigan. "We see Charles C. Anderson.
Frank A. Labor III and Timothy P. O'Neill
often," he reports. "Both daugh
ters—Delia M. Turner '08 and Jean E.
Turner '10—went to Kenyon, so we got
back there often until they graduated."
He completed a second novel, about "an
Anglo-Saxon riddle, rock and roll, and
fashion design in the early '60s."

1977
Martha W. Brooks. Merrimack, New
I Iampshire, retired from Nashua School
District after 34 "very fulfilling" years
as a speech pathologist. With son James
she is renovating a 19th-century Maine
farmhouse into a community-based
residence for adults with develop
mental disabilities. Karen D'Arcy
Couzens works with a nonprofit called
Neighborhood Network of New York,
providing residential services to the
developmentallv disabled according to
new models that account for the needs
of those on the autism spectrum. Jayne
Danska. Toronto, wrote to "shout out
the joys of a blissful week at the Kenyon
Institute." which she attended in 2015
after mornings cycling the countryside.
"Professor John Elliott was fascinating,
insightful, rigorous and entertaining."
Mark C. Holub reports he finally married
Wesley Hunsbcrger, his partner of
23 years, "because, remarkably, it was
finally legal to do so." In attendance at
their home in Des Moines. Iowa, were
Trice Koopman. Audrey L. Bullar and
Francis M. "Skip" Osborne IV '76 Paige
E. Dunlap Knipp and husband I loward,
of Baltimore, celebrated the graduation
of their youngest daughter, Eleanor D.

Rosemary Brandenburg has
completed a set-decorating
project for "The Hateful Eight,"
directed by Quentin Tarantino.
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Knipp '15. from Kenyon. She writes.
"Howdy and I are enjoying our empty
nest. We are both still teaching at St.
Paul's Schools." Kate Long. Larchmont,
New York, had her latest one-act play,
"Casting Cordelia," published in last
year's "Westchester Review," and
reports, "For the book tour, my husband
|William Cwikowski] and daughter
have been performing scenes from the
play: to my horror and delight they are
stunningly convincing as sociopaths."
Carol Bruggman Mitchell and husband
Mack moved from Baltimore to Dallas
in 2011 for his job caring for patients
and doing research at UT Southwestern
Medical School: she is now very excited
to have two of their three children
living near Dallas as well. Carol is a
landscape painter in oils and acrylics,
specializing in plein air, demonstrating
techniques and judging shows for art
community organizations, and enjoying
Dallas's vibrant art community. Ana M.
Rueda was named the John E. Keller
Endowed Professor in the Hispanic
Studies Department at the University
of Kentucky in Lexington last October.
She is spending this year researching
the problems of writing about war in
the context of the I Iispano-Moroccan
War. Victoria Wyatt writes: "I'm very
grateful that last April Kenyon gave
me an Honorary Doctorate of Humane
Letters." Her son Robert and daughter
Marita came to Gambier "to see what
I have been talking to them about for
most of their lives!" Vicky lives in
Victoria, British Columbia, Canada.

1978
Rosemary Brandenburg completed a
set decorating project for "The Hateful
Eight," directed by Quentin Tarantino.
"I love doing period work, and this was
my first Western," she writes. She and
husband Ken I laber live in Beverly
Hills, California. Mindy Huffman Eads
has been the art director for "Major
Crimes" on TNT for four seasons and
is trying to find time for oil painting
again. She and husband Paul live in
Los Angeles and have two sons, both
"making their creative mark on the
world." David H. Feldman. Williamsburg,
Virginia, has been hard at work on his
book "Turbulent Waters: The Future of
America's Colleges and Universities."
Katharine A. Hitchcock. Brookline,
Massachusetts, describes "the value of
a liberal arts education: a history major
who gets an MBA, works in business for
about 20 years, goes back to school for a

master's in teaching, and is now a public
school math teacher (and has been for
14 years). Who knew!" Kathy and her
partner of 23 years, Virginia, have three
children, Katie, John and Margaret.
Robert K. Lundin. Glen Ellyn, Illinois,
reports that he is making headway in
a career as a playwright, if "rather late
in life." He has "high expectations"
for his sixth play, "The Icon," about
a Theotokos icon that miraculously
weeps. Julianne Pistone Pertz is now
director of religious education for two
Catholic parishes in Ashtabula. Ohio,
where she and husband Paul have
lived for two decades. She attended
the Mass celebrated by Pope Francis
in Philadelphia and in her work enjoys
"wearing a lot of hats."

1979
Robin L. Inboden received the
Wittenberg University Alumni Award
for Distinguished Teaching, which she
said was "very humbling and gratifying,
and definitely a career highlight." She
lives in Springfield, Ohio, with husband
Don C. Umatum. Sandra Lane Joseph,
now in her 25th year practicing sports
medicine at Orthoneuro in Columbus,
Ohio, writes, "I spend my weekends on
the sidelines of my daughter Jessica's
field hockey or lacrosse games (follow
ing mom's footsteps!) and helping son
Joshua apply to colleges. Ohio winters
arc way too long, (but] we are never too
far from Gambier!" Kristin Olsen Kiser.
Chevy Chase, Maryland, spent her
birthday visiting daughter Kelsey Kiser
'14, who teaches English in Thailand.
The two traveled to Bhutan, where
Kristin renewed friendships made 25
years ago during her first visit there.
They were honored as guests for tea by
Her Majesty, the Royal Grandmother
of Bhutan, who is an active promoter of
Bhutanese culture and religion. Kristin
reached her goal of climbing 10,240 feet
to the sacred Taktsang (Tiger's Nest)
Monastery built into a series of caves
on the side of the mountain. Heather
Gall Langham. Katonah, New York, saw
daughter Susannah D. Davies '18 off to
Kenyon for cross-country preseason.
"All I can say," Heather writes, "is...
gone are the days of arriving with
one suitcase!" Their family safari to
Tanzania last year was "remarkable,"
and she and husband Tony planned a
few trips to beat the northeast winter.
Cameron R. Macauley announces the
' publication of his third novel, "The
Forest of Regrets." His first novel,

A Mantra of Giving

Kenyon board member Nina Freedman '77 reflects on the values
underlying a career devoted to service.

Nina Freedman '77 H'92 has devoted
her life to the service of others, a
commitment that rewards Kenyon
through her seat on its Board of
Trustees.
Freedman has spent four decades
working in a variety of professional
and volunteer capacities onbehalf
h
of children and families at risk. After
earning a master's degree from the
Columbia University School of Social
Work, Freedman has been a clinical practitioner, educator,
administrator and author.
She has received numerous awards from her alma
maters and served on several of their boards.
As a senior at Kenyon,Freedman became the first
woman to win the E. Malcolm Anderson Cup. given to the
student who best demonstrates extracurricular leadership.
"While I am not someone who believes in awards, this vote
was the exception because it signaled that our once allmale college didn't wait too long for women to have equal
footing In all areas," she said.
In 2010, Freedman began working in the administration
of New York City Mayor Michael Bloomberg.In January of
2014, she joined Bloomberg LP as a member of Its Global
Philanthropy and Engagement team, where she supports
and advises colleagues on volunteeringand board service,
and builds relationships between employers and non
profit partners.
Freedman andher husband, Michael, are the parents of
two daughters, Leah and Cara. She recently talked about
her upbringing and valuesas well as the continuing Influ
ence of her Kenyon education.
You've devoted your career to service andphilanthropy.
What's the origin of that sense of commitment?
It Is definitely rootedIn growing up In a vibrant, loving
household with two amazing sisters, listening to,watching
and learning from our spectacular parents.I am convinced
my mother and father helped author the definition of family
and service. [Her mother.Doris C. Freedman, was a legend
ary champion of public art in New York City.] That combined

"Citadel of Ice," published in 2014, was
the completion of a book begun by his
late father. Robie M. Macauley '41. With
wife Angela Maria Gilberti, Cameron
lives in Harrisonburg, Virginia. Robert
B. O'Connor. Germantown, Tennessee,
published a book titled "Gumptionade:
The Booster for Your Self-improvement
Plan," which got a thumbs-up from
former Collegian editor Jeffrey S.

with social justice being a mantraIn my household and the
gift of being educated,I have been given an almost fail-proof
recipe for personal fulfillment and success.
What do you recall about your Kenyon education?
I had incredibly forward-thinking professors and deans
who allowed me to create a synoptic major in sociology,
art/photography and psychology. Kenyon allowed me to be
an adventurer in learning.
As a New York City resident growingup, how did you
even hear about Kenyon?
I attended high school [the Ethical Culture Fieldston
School] where [Professor of American Studies] Peter
Rutkoff was an alumnus. He came back to Fieldston to talk
about Kenyon because, as a young professor there, he did
not know why our graduates were not coming to Gambler.
I was accepted at Kenyon and Bowdoin College, where my
oldest sister was a student.I was tempted to follow my
sister, but a wise aunt said, "Nina, you go somewhere you
can blaze your own trail."
Do you remember your first visit to Gambier?
It was a dreary day — cold and rainy — but the campus was
beautiful and the warmth of the people I met was palpable.
I could go to Gambler to learn and come home and appreci
ate what I had taken for granted inNew York City.I benefited
from both worlds.
Does your relationship with Kenyon go beyond your
duties as a board member?
My husband and I had the rare opportunity to spend a week
with Peter [Rutkoff], [Professor Emeritus of History] Will
Scott and their Incredible research team on Saint Helena
Island. South Carolina, collecting oral histories from the
Gullah. a distinct sea Island culture. On Sunday morning
when Will Scott walked us through the Beaufort National
Cemetery, the resting place of many Civil War soldiers, I
remember thinking at that moment that I was a student
again, but this time In the classroom of life.
— Dennis Flely

Day Check out gumptionade.com to
read a free chapter and measure your
gumption, and Bob will donate $2 to
Kenyon for each copy you order. Gary
D. Snyder reports: "I continue to work
as a private art dealer and art consul
tant. but also opened a business in
January expanding my teaching and
practice of the Japanese martial art of
aikido." Explore his training center,

located in Manhattan's South Street
Seaport, at warriorbridge.com. Mark L.
Thomay Pittsburgh, met up with his
first-year roommate David A. Borosh
at their high school reunion in Parma
1 leights, Ohio. "We were like Oscar
and Felix during our freshman year at
Gund I Iall! We're planning a future
get-together in Chicago with our wives
as well." Roger A. Vaughan Jr. lives with

Spring/Summer 2016

his wife, Wendy Davis Vaughan, and
golden retriever, Bear, in downtown
Columbus, Ohio. He owns an alterna
tive radio station, and his "love of all
things entrepreneur" has led him to a
new venture called Shareserviccs, which
"provides local startups with inexpen
sive access to just about whatever they
need." Sally D. Handel Wylde and Alan
S. Wylde. Northampton, Massachusetts,
welcomed a grandson named August,
who joins their granddaughter Iris.
Alan has been appointed to the western
advisory board of the Massachusetts
Department of Mental Health by the
state commissioner.

1980s
1980
Andrew T. Bowers regrets missing the
reunion but "teaching high school
French in Worcester, Massachusetts,
precludes such indulgences," he writes.
"My only real news is finally being in
a long-term relationship with Ivan, a
Colombian—which means I'm also
finally learning some Spanish!" Douglas
T. Braddock recently retired after almost
30 years in urban planning and land
management in Fairbanks, Alaska.
With his wife, Joan Forshaug Braddock,
he splits time between Fairbanks and
Bend. Oregon, rediscovering his "old
love" of fine art photography. "Skiing at
Mt. Bachelor, anyone?" After 29 years,
Nancy Beachy Lacy is an empty nester
with husband Bill. She writes, "Since
I had the illusion of extra time, I audi
tioned for the Kansas City Symphony
Chorus and made it! My husband has
been singing in the chorus for many
years." Nancy E. Maier lives in New York
City and Williamstown, Massachusetts,
where she finds many Kenyon gradu
ates, "including my next-d<x>r neighbor
from the class of '84," she reports. The
summer camp in Washington. Maine,
that she founded in 1985 welcomed 350
new and returning campers from lowincome and foster families in its 30th
year last summer. In 2015, she started
Knockout Knobs, a company that
uses 31) printing technology to print
custom metal cabinet hardware. Draw
A. Peterson, still practicing orthopedics
in San Diego since his Navy days in
the 1980s, reports: "Blessed to share 25
years with Cyndi. This fall we climbed
a baby mountain in Alaska while
visiting Drew Jr. at the University of
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Alaska, Anchorage, where he is playing
hoops. Mark L. Thomay visited us [last)
summer at our lake cabin near Traverse
City, Michigan." Steven M. Rapp and
his wife, Kelin Rowe Hitch, relocated
from San Diego to his hometown of
Louisville, Kentucky. "Louisville has
made great strides since I left 20-plus
years ago," he notes. "If any Kenyon
friends want to go to the Kentucky
Derby like we used to. drop me a line."
Stephen R. Sexsmith began his 2()th
year teaching chemistry in the public
schools last fall. "Still enjoying work
ing with the kids (and burning stuff
and blowing things up)," he adds. He
has started the certification process to
become a life coach. Stephen and his
wife, Patricia A. Bobik, live in Hershey,
Pennsylvania. Lynn Snyderman.
Pittsburgh, was settling nicely into
empty nesthood with her husband,
Lewis Hyman, until last April, "when
suddenly our neighbors enormous tree
came crashing through our back gate
in a storm and crushed several rooms
of our house! Fortunately, although
Lew was home, lie was uninjured." The
two are now getting used to the joys
of townhouse living, particularly not
having to worry about gardening or
shoveling snow. Lynn is a staff attorney
for the Pennsylvania Supreme Court,
while Lew runs his investment firm.
William S. Spann recently worked on the
Lenny Curry for Mayor campaign team
in Jacksonville, Florida. After his candi
date beat the incumbent, he made Bill
director of military affairs and veterans
services for the City of Jacksonville.

1981
Jonathan A. Bernstein, professor
of medicine at the University of
Cincinnati, also directs the clinical

research unit at the VA Medical (-enter,
is a partner at Bernstein Allergy Group
and Clinical Research, and is editor-inchief of the Journal of Asthma. He and
his wife, Lisa, have four kids in their
20s. Last year was a difficult one for
Jon, who lost his mc ther and sister, but
his family keeps him strong, and work
keeps him occupied Margaret P. Calkins
is now Elliot Professor of Health Care
Design at Kent State University and
heads up health carc design programs
at its College of Architecture and
Environmental Design. She also
researches senior living design with
her firm, IDEAS Institute. Catherine
Hazlett North Pom ret, Vermont,
frequently runs into Deirdre Kelly
Moore in Connecticut She writes: "I've
taken up golf, or at Last, I'm trying
to. Something new to keep the brain
synapses firing and dementia at bay."

1982 Submit cltiss notes to
classnotes a kenyon.edu.

1983
Patricia "Trish" Sanders Barlow.

Mount Laurel. New lersey, is working
in the pharmaceutical industry. Her
daughter Lauren Kai e "has now made
Junior Olympics for swimming and
has her sights set on the Olympics.
I am hoping she will consider swim
ming at Kenyon!" Amy Brill is teaching
and writing in Chiai g Mai, Thailand.
Last fall she planned a motorcycle
trip over to Laos, followed by island
hopping in southern Thailand over
the winter holidays. For spring break
she'll take a riverboat trip through the
forests of Borneo. Alexander E. Colt is
a general contractor working full time
for Rebuilding Together SF, a nonprofit

William S. Spann was named
the director of military affairs
and veterans services for the
City of Jacksonville, Florida.
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"Both my sons refused even
to look at Kenyon. Maybe I
talk about it too much?"
-RICHARD A. BALKA

in San Francisco. He has been doing
improv with a group that practices and
performs weekly from its own theater
space in downtown Oakland. Ginger
Deely Halstrom. Darien, Connecticut,
is consulting full time. She and Howard
have sent their youngest, Jessie, off to
the University of Michigan, allowing
them a lot more time on their boat. G.
Taylor Johnson. Hyattsville, Maryland,
is hosting an exchange student from
Bogota, Colombia. "He is really good
at soccer," Taylor writes. "We have
enjoyed watching games and getting
him into a league." Julia Marlowe Kirby
reports that "after 15 years of no real
news" she has now published a book.
titled "Only Humans Need Apply:
Winners and Losers in the Age of Smart
Machines." She lives with husband
Alan in Lexington, Massachusetts.
Gwen A. Kreager moved to a moun
tainside in Asheville. North Carolina,
last year after spending her whole life
in Massachusetts. After living in an
RV for nine months, she and husband
Ron moved into a house and hosted
Amy McCloskey and Brad as their first
guests Stephen B. Polk writes that he is
producing and directing a documentary
called "Universal States of Dyslexia"
while co-founding Access D, a site
to support struggling families and
students. He and wife Jennifer live in
Malibu, California. William S. Sondheim
with daughters Elise and Katie having
entered or completed college, has
"done a perfect parental dismount by
landing a terrific entry-level marketing
job" at Vineyard Vines in Stamford,
Connecticut. Bill has been navigating
the massive transition in entertainment
distribution and recommends that
friends download apps developed by his
company for niche streaming subscrip
tion over sites like Netflix and Hulu:
Docurama, CONtv (fanboy collect
ibles) and the Dove Channel (faith
and family content). David F. Stone.
Birmingham, Michigan, t<x>k a beautiful
driving tour through Michigan's Upper
Peninsula in summer 2015 and has
been biking a lot recently, completing

several charity rides, including the
ODRAM—One Day Ride Across
Michigan. J. Pamela DeMeritt Tan.

Amherst, Massachusetts, is in her 20th
and final year of homeschooling, with
her fifth and youngest child entering
public sch<x>l for ninth grade in the fall.
"Grxl has given me a wonderful and
kind husband. Andrew, who has let
mc stay home with our children," she
writes. "Would love to connect with
Kenyon friends who come to the Five
Colleges area in the Pioneer Valley. We
can host a few in our messy, full house!"
Andrew Welsh-Huggins' book "Capitol
Punishment" is his third mystery about
an ex-Ohio State University quarterback
turned private eye. He and Pamela J.
Welsh-Huggins reside in Columbus.
Ohio. Charlotte Pillsbury Wood, San
Ramon. California, enjoyed seeing
Elayna J. Hocking in October in Las
Vegas: "It was great to pick up where
we left off—as we always do." With
husband David, her family has been
making frequent trips to the East Coast
to visit her oldest son, Carson, who is a
midshipman at the U.S. Naval Academy.

1984
Katie Berman Bailey lives with husband
Wynn in Evanston. Illinois, where she
served on the school board for eight
years before stepping down in May
2015. She writes, "Working part-time
for a nonprofit in Chicago. My oldest
daughter just graduated from Occidental,
and I have a junior son at the University
of Wisconsin and a (high sch<x>l]
senior son." Richard A. Balka remarried
on Aug. 29. He and Paula Jones have
much space available for guests with
one home in Philadelphia and one in
Washington Crossing. Pennsylvania.
"Both my sons refused even to look at
Kenyon," he writes. "Maybe I talk about
it too much? I have been enjoying the
K80s Facebook page. Where in the
world is Douglas L. FiBher? Doug, show
yourself!" Jeffrey A. Bell Kirkland,
Washington, is the CEO of LegalShield,
"the Uber of legal services," he reports.

"Our 1.5 million members pay $20/
month to be serviced by a law firm in
their state: a truly disruptive business
model. I was honored to receive Kenyon's
Distinguished Achievement Award [in
2014] as a 'notable business alumnus.'"
With Douglas Heuck '89. David B.
Guenther. and Gerald A. Zyfers and
their spouses, Jeff and Colleen Murphy
Bell '85 traveled to Florence with retired
Kenyon professor Michael Evans, their
fifth seminar trip with him. Last fall
Christopher L. Deryck updated: "I am in
the Australian deep outback right now.
Cool, huh? And then after I do some
work in Sydney. I am going down to
Tasmania for some hiking." Chris and
Lynne Ruess live in Honolulu. Daniel
A. Dessner. Toledo, Ohio, attended the
Kenyon Summer Seminar last year with
his wife, Jonna McRury, and reports:
"Economics! Very interesting and worth
while. We had a great week and would
recommend it without reservation."
Lawrence E. Friedberg wrapped up six
years running sales and marketing strat
egy for Crystal Body Deodorant. "A great
ride," he reports. "'Hie company more
than doubled in size from 200*) to 2014,
in an incredibly slow-moving industry."
He then joined former colleague Colin
Rule at a Paypal spinoff company called
Modria.com. "I don't remember having
had this much fun working in my life,"
he reports. Larry and his wife, Phyllis
Tankcl, live in Hillsborough. California.
Stephen F. Oatway resides in Cherry
I lill. New Jersey, with wife Misty, but
they are considering a relocation to the
Fort Worth area after the sale of their
business. "Looking forward to a new
challenge. Our older kids are all now
out of college, two living in Chicago
and one in Boston. My youngest son
is 10 years old, so I am back in Little
Ixaguc baseball coaching mode." Craig
J. Richardson sends his greetings
from Winston-Salem, North Carolina,
where he was recently named the BB6T
Distinguished Professor of Economics at
Winston-Salem State University. "Still
happily married to Cathy," he adds, "and
a true Brady Bunch family with six kids
between us, although only one still at
home." Jonathan P. Spira and his wife,
Linda, moved to Salt Lake City, where he
now works remotely as CFO of network
software company Untangle based in
San Jose, California.

1985
Susan E. Church, with 25 years of tutor
ing experience, is writingan ACT prep

guide: "If anyone out there in publish
ing wants to suggest an agent or editor,
or has any advice," she says, she is "all
ears." After selling her Ohio lake house,
she'll move to Tryon. North Carolina:
"It's horsey there." Her stallions sire
and grandsire won medals in the
Olympics, and Susan is breeding him.
"He basically lives like a Kardashian,
and I'm his media manager." Marguerite
Bruce Doctor is about to graduate from
Emory with a dual master's in divinity
and public health. Planning to remain
in Atlanta, she practices medicine
part-time while fulfilling her missionary
calling, traveling to the Bahamas and
South Korea last year and Haiti and
Russia this year. Stephanie L. Dudgeon.
Columbus, Ohio, works in a foren
sic psychiatric unit, "which is pretty
intense," she says. "Exhaustion has led
me to plan on returning to the wilds of
Knox County to pursue beekeeping and
a little mushroom fanning on the side."
Katharine McGovern Floquet. Amherst,
Massachusetts, has followed up her
2014 young adult novel "Say What You
Will" with another title, also featuring
"young adults with disabilities who arc
navigating their way toward love and
acceptance," she reports. I ler latest is "A
Step Toward Waiting." "If anyone out
there is a teacher or librarian," Cammie
adds, "I love doing visits or Skyping into
classes." Scott Ford is general counsel
and human resources manager for the
Cleveland Eye Clinic in Brccksville.
Ohio, where he lives with his wife, Anne.
"Fortunately, this is a reasonable drive
from Kenyon," says Scott. "I hope to
see some of my fellow K80s members
on the I lill soon." Joel F. Holmes III was
transferred to London, working near
Liverpool Street and living with wife
Elizabeth in Bayswater. "Perfect timing:
my oldest is a junior at Northwestern
and my youngest is a freshman at
University of Miami," he says. Elizabeth
Keller Kohler and Michael J. Kohler are
leading family tours around Europe and
Central America with their company.
Awesome Odysseys. Gina Bauman
Kornfeind continues to love helping Los
Angeles families cope and heal through
her work as a pediatric palliative care
worker. While moving her oldest,
Meredith, to New York City for graduate
school, she had brunch with Sara T.
Overton and Katharine N. Krader. restau
rant editor at Food ft Wine. "People
continuously approached our table to
see 'Ms. Krader,'" says Gina, who was
amused to be dining with a celebrity.
Jennifer M. Mizenko. a dance professor

Lights, Camera, Education
Co-founder and executive director of Scenarios USA
Maura Minsky '86 helps marginalized students tell their
stories on the big screen.
In the trailer for the short film "House Not Home." an
African-American student wearing a pink pea coat, mini
skirt and boots navigatesa crowded high school hallway,
ignoring a pack of Jeering peers. A snide voice remarks. "Is
he a tranny now. or am I just seeing things?" The trailer
cuts to the student being violently pummeled by a group
of boys, then exclaiming toa protesting father. "It's not a
phase. Dad!"
The film, which premiered in May 2015, was written
by Skyler Edge of Cleveland.It's one of three films that
premiered in 2015 with the help of Scenarios USA.a
national nonprofit founded in 1999 by Maura Minsky '86 andKrlsten Joiner.
"Scenarios uses writing and film to engage teenagers in addressing Issues of
Identity with a focus on marginalized communities." Minsky said.
The program runs on a two-year cycle: students in grades 6 through 12
participate inan inquiry-based curriculum that focuses on themes like mascu
linity. gender and power. As a final project, students produce a story, play or
script that Is reviewed by volunteer readers, and one story from each region
goes on to be produced by a Hollywood director.
"They've been on MTV and BET and Showtime." saidMinsky. They've also
won numerousawards, Including two Emmys.
The directors work closely with the student writers to shape their stories
Into a final script, and the students have the final say. "The writer's the center,"
said Minksy. They cast the roles, and the film is shot in their communities, with
their peers working on set.
"We're very much in service to the students and to their stories and to their
communities," said Minsky. The films premiereIn New York City and the writ
ers' hometowns,and then become the basis for the next curriculum.
Minsky. a theater major and Pittsburgh native,started working in film and
television immediately after graduating from Kenyon. She decided to start
Scenarios while working as a producer at ABC News. "I felt like we were miss
ing a lot of stories that weren't being told because we were only bringing one
perspective." she said. "I just started to build contacts based on relationships
I had. and before we knew it we had a lot of volunteers who were willing to do
the first project with us."
Today, Scenarios engages 100,000 studentsIn New York, Chicago and
Cleveland. Minsky attributes much of the organization's success to the
connections she was able to draw on. including many from Kenyon. Jeff
Moritz "86. for example, was pivotal In Introducing Scenarios to Chicago, and
Academy Award-winning director Adam Davidson '86 directed a film for
Scenarios in 2002.
At Kenyon, Minsky felt that she was able to find her power and voice
through theater; Scenarios was her answer to the question of how to be
responsible with that power. "At Kenyon you could be whatever you wanted to
be." Minsky said. "Inever really thought about my gender as holding me back,
and I feel like Kenyon was a big part of that."
Minsky, who now lives in Brooklyn with her husband. Michael, and daugh
ters Lucy and Edie, hopes to see Scenarios continue to expand to new cities
and further amplify youth issues through digital media campaigns.
"We're really looking for Scenarios to provide a ripple effect of
listening, acceptance, understanding of difference," she said.
— Aaron Stone '14
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Lawrence ]. Paolucci has been
appointed probate judge in ^
the Wayne County Probate
Court in Detroit.
at the University of Mississippi in
Oxford, became a certified yoga instruc
tor through Yandara Institute in Baja,
Mexico. She choreographed the musical
"Hair" last fall—a "dream assignment."
Kathryn E. Murphy Norman. Baltimore,
who teaches elementary school reading,
saw the third generation of her family
graduate from Kenyon this spring,
when daughter Elizabeth E. Norman
'16 picked up her diploma—"a week or
so before my dad celebrates his 60th
reunion on the I lilL" Katharine (Fonyo)
Pisano Baltimore, is piloting a program
on patient-centered care in radiology
imaging at Johns Hopkins. Son Will,
who graduated from Connecticut
College last year, has begun a career in
campaign politics, starting last fall with
I louston city councilman Chris Bell's
mayoral campaign. Younger son George
is a student at Skidmore. Peter A. Propp
who heads marketing at the Stamford
Innovation Center, launched TechAloft.
com, partnering with Sikorsky heli
copters. They're l(X)king for companies
developing 3D printing, augmented real
ity, the Internet of Tilings, and energy
storage. Jennifer Ash Rudick missed
the 30th reunion while off promoting
"Iris," the documentary she prcxluced
for the late Albert Maysles. available
on Netflix. Living in New York City
with husband Albert Joseph Rudick Jr.,
Jennifer has held a few signings for her
new design btxik, "Palm Beach Chic."
Patrick J. Shields and Becky Bright have
"decamped from Greenwich Village for
I Jell's Kitchen." He is a delegate serving
the city's participatory budgeting project,
which allows New Yorkers to weigh in
on how more than $30 million of public
funds are alkxated. "1 lighly recom
mend this citizen-driven program if
your city d<x*s it," he writes. Camilla M.
Sweeney New York City, is working on
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a book about tricksters. Catch her work
in Fast Company magazine, the New
York Times, or her TedX talk, "The Art
of Curiosity," featuring a photo of her
as a sixth-grader. William J. Taylor and
Jennifer Luce Taylor '91 are ensconced
at the Trinity-Pawling school, where
Bill is now headmaster, and where they
worked when "fresh out of Kenyon."
If you're looking to buy property in
Atlanta, look up Emily Ohki Yang at
Keller Williams.

and relentless 24/7 world of social
media. I am always on the lookout for
talented writers, so if any of you fancy
contributing to my website or luxury
travel blog, drop me a line.' Meghan E.
Regan-Loomis lias returned to full-time
teaching after many years as the English
Department chair at the Rivers School
in Weston, Massachusetts—a "happy
change. All three kids (Kate, Walt and
Grant) now attend Rivers, which is great
fun. Returning to Gambier for Don
Rogan's service, I brought Kate, and the
moving stories of Dons work with his
students were a great snapshot of what
makes the place so remarkable." She
and spouse Rebecca live in Wayland,
Massachusetts. E.W. Gentry Sayad
works at the global law firm Kilpatrick
Townsend S Stockton, where he is a
partner and co-chair of the Asia practice.
He remains based in Shanghai, but
travels regularly to the U.S. to visit its 15
offices across the country.

198/ Submit class notes to
classnotesfaikenyon.edu.

1988
1986
Richard K. Black still works for Altair
Advisers, the wealth management
firm he co-founded, but last summer
he and Diane finally pulled off their
dream: "We've vacationed in Bozcman,
Montana, for the last 20 years," he
says, "and we always said we'd l<x>k
forward to switching that—living in
Bozeman and visiting Chicago." Now
he commutes back to his Illinois office
one week a month from a "surpris
ingly well-connected airport" in sunny
Bozeman. Also pleasant was the quality
of the high school and middle school
that son Jackson and daughter Caroline
attend. Robert S. Bridges Jr., Riverside,
Connecticut, reports that with two
children over age 21, he and Kelly Miller
Bridges "88 are "enjoying the last few
years of their youth." They highly recom
mend a river cruise tin the Danube
to their fellow alumni empty nesters.
Simon G. Burrell Kent, United Kingdom,
writes: "My travel media company,
Our Man on the Ground, continues to
grow. Over 60 professional writers and
journalists based around the world write
for omotg.com. Recently created a social
media management and P.R. agency
to help hotels, restaurants and other
businesses navigate the ever-changing
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Christopher E. Bonacci writes that
the "Big K" flew proudly at the finish
line of the 2015 FIS World Cup Skiing
Championships in Vail/Beaver Creek
last year. With Chris, Kenyon ski team
alumni Douglas R. Vahey '86 and Robert
G. Ix '87 served as on-mountain technical
consultants setting up the race courses
for the home team and off-mountain
experts in ensuring the world's greatest
skiers and their fans enjoyed themselves
celebrating Rob's birthday. E. Larson
Gunness. Barrington, Rlxxle Island,
reports, "Working hard at my company,
Gunness Financial, but still making
time for fun: I am in a folk/bluegrass
band with a bunch of neighbors, I coach
middle sch<x>l cross-country and track,
and I'm running in some road races."
He sees S. Scott Collins often, as well
as William P. Lentz and Katharine B.
Davis Lentz. along with James C. Bush
and his crew. Tara L. Jones. Eugene,
Oregon, hosts Airbnb guests in the
summer, loves gardening, and did the
plumbing and electrical work on a muchneeded bathroom renxxlcl last year.
She began Scottish Herbalism training
in January and invites alumni to visit
musicsweetsweetmusic.com to hear her
original vrxral compositions Janet E.
Lord and her spouse, Julie Mertus, saw
their daughter Lynne A. Cullen '19 off to

Kenyon last fall, where she plays field
hockey and lacrosse. "A big shout-out,"
Janet says, "to Lynne A. Schneebeck.
who introduced us to the lacrosse and
field hockey coaches and paved the way
for her namesake to play at Kenyon!"
Lynne took along "several gorgeous
dresses that David A. Schwartz sent her
from his Philadelphia boutique, Sophie
Curzon. Thank you, Uncle David!" she
writes. Janet teaches part time at the
University of Maryland and American
University and practices human rights
law in developing countries. Lawrence
J. Paolucci was appointed probate judge
in the Wayne County Probate Court in
Detroit His older brother Mike sent
Lawrence's nephew Nicholas M. Paolucci
19 off to Kenyon, where he plays tennis.
Jeff Richards. Columbus, Ohio, reports
that his hypnosis business continues to
grow, and he enjoyed studying medi
cal hypnotherapy with Scth-Dcborah
Roth of "Mythbusters" fame. Chris
Tejirian and his family (wife Junko and
7-year-old twins 1 Iclen and Noah) have
been reassigned back to the U.S. after
tours of duty in Manila. Philippines, and
Ottawa, Canada. "It's good to be back in
the United States," he writes. "We will
be in Arlington, Virginia, until at least
2017, working at the U.S. Department of
State." Kent Wellington stays connected
to friends through the Karen Wellington
Foundation created to honor his wife,
who died of cancer in 2007. "Any
classmates in Cleveland, Dayton, Cincy,
Chicago or San Diego—or anyone who
knows someone who can spare one week
a year of a vacation home—like Susanna
M. Brown and Edward W. "Ted" Stewart s
families so generously did recently?" The
foundation provides donated vacation
getaways to women living with breast
cancer. Brian P. McDonald '89 and wife
Amy hosted a Cleveland event last
October, and Sten A. Johnson is involved
with the San Diego chapter. "Thanks to
the generosity of friends," Kent writes,
"We did 50 special vacations for families
living with cancer in 2014—nine of
which were 'last' vacations, but we got
them in—and at least 53 in 2015." Learn
more at karenwellingtonfoundation.org.

1989
Lisa Hawkins Hawklove Intriligator
remarried in 2013 — to William
Intriligator, conductor and music
director of the Dubuque and Cheyenne
Symphony Orchestras. Mother of
four boys, she is a chiropractor in
Dubuque, Iowa.

1990s
1990
Last summer David M. Algase published
his first book, "Brown for the Count:
A Compendium of Cleveland Browns
Lists," "just in time for another
exasperating season for Cleveland
football loyalists," he writes. He lives in
Saline, Michigan, with Terrie DeBonis
•91 and their son Eliot. 12 Barbara L.
Ciccarelli began working as a lecturer
of English at Amsterdam University of
Applied Sciences in the Netherlands,
where she lives with her partner. Pictcr
Brusson. On Aug. 15 Patricia L. Cicero
married Stan Bond, "who owns his
own company and is a great all-around
guy and father," she writes. She was
"instantly blessed with three daughters,"
ages 21,19 and 12. Jenny Ross Thurber
anil John L. Thurber attended. Alison
M. Furlong defended her dissertation
on the music of East Germany last year.
She lives in Gambicr with husband
Joseph Murphy, director of kenyon's
Center for Innovative Pedagogy. Rachel
de Guzman Hofmeister and husband
Matt are settling into life in Stuttgart,
Germany. "I'm working on my language
skills, becoming a more assertive driver,
and developing a new appreciation for
cabbage." Thomas P. Klein doesn't see
too many Kenyon alumni in Idaho, so it
has been nice to have Robert M. Edsall
'91, fellow Chamber Singer, live near
him in Focatello. An English professor
at Idaho State, Tom recently was named
director of undergraduate studies Erika
Strecker left her five-and-a-half-year
stint in corporate America to pursue her
own projects, opening a creative busi
ness incubator and a restaurant called
"Big Wheel" in Lexington, Kentucky,
both with solar panels on their roofs.
She recently was elected to the board of
directors at the Mid-South Sculpture
Alliance and has a number of sculpting
projects in the works.

1991
Alison J. Black has completed 39
marathons in her quest to run one
in all 50 states: she expects 2016 to
take her to Mississippi, Arizona,
Tennessee, Oregon, Wyoming, Montana
and Illinois. She lives in Natick,
Massachusetts, and is in her 10th year
as assistant dean of student affairs at
the Olin School of Engineering, a very

small, innovative engineering college.
Roger J. Colson Jr., Dublin. Ohio,
reports: "On occasion my wife Amy,
son Charlie (10), and daughter Sophie
(7) get up to campus for lunch and
a leisurely stroll. 1 coach 10U travel
baseball, and off the field I help Chase
bank tighten our branch systems and

processes. Recently shared steak and
lobstah with K. Alexander Hinrichs.
John H. Pace. James P. Snyder. Thomas
L. Holton and Jason Bertsch at Joshua
Wheeler s place in Massachusetts." John
G. Douglass. Tucson, Arizona, teases
his wife Jill Onken by calling her "Doc
O" now that she has completed her

The Accidental Singer
Some chance encounters set Jason Walker on his path as a
singer-songwriter whose style blends gospel, blues and jazz.
Jason Walker "91could be excused if he seems slightly
bemused over how his career has unfolded.
Walker, who lives In New York with his wife, Erin, and
their son and daughter,has carved out a life as a singer.
He sangin the 2012 production of the Philip Glass opera
"Einstein on the Beach," which was performed in the
United States,Canada, Mexico.England, France. Italy, the
Netherlands. Australia.China and South Korea.He also has
traveled around the world in the cast of Bernice Johnson
Reagon's gospel-music opera "The Temptation of St.
Anthony." "All Alone," which he co-wrote and performed,
was part of the 2014 Cuba Gooding Jr.movie "Life of a King."
Last year. Walker sang with Elvis Costello on David
Letterman's late-night talk show shortly before Letterman
retired. Over the past year he has performedin multiple
shows at Joe's Pub. the nightclub that is part of the Public
Theater In New York; In February, he took hisblend of blues,
folk, jazz and gospel music to the nightclub of MASS MoCA,
the contemporary art museum in western Massachusetts.
"Most of whereI am right now Is by accident. It sounds
a little strange." he said.
Walker grew upmainly inPhiladelphia. When he was in
the 11th grade, his high school appointed him to a student
panel that was helping interview prospective teachers. One
young applicant was Jonathan Tazewell, an "84 Kenyon
graduate (and now Thomas S. Turgeon Professor of
Drama at Kenyon). Tazewell won the high-school job and
also became assistant coach of the soccer team — which
included Walker.
Rider University in New Jersey recruited him to play
soccer, but he was unhappy at the school. A friend's
mother reached out to Tazewell, who had joined the
Kenyon admissions staff. Walker recalled that Tazewell
"came to Philadelphia, toldme I should come to Kenyon.
Once I visited. I said let's do this.
"My maingoal was to go to Kenyon. play sports and
move on with life." Walker said. He had been surrounded by
a musical family — his father was an organist, pianist and
composer, his brother became an organist and his mother
sang In churchchoirs — but when he joined a children's
choir at church,he soon became bored and was kicked out.
"In my early yearsI felt there wasn't a [musical] space for
me; nowhere to fit In.I chose sports."
Fate Intervenedduring his first year at Kenyon, In
the form of Warren Lleberstein '90.Lieberstein (now a

doctorate in geoscience—"although." he
adds. "I don't think she'll allow that for
too long." The two enjoy volunteering
in Guatemala for Xela Aid Partnerships
for Self-reliance, a nonprofit John
recommends and whose board he
recently joined. He continues to share
a hotel room at Society for American

n

television writer
is.
* i
and producer
in Los Angeles)
urged him to
audition for the
Kokosingers a
cappella ensem
ble. Walker won a
tenor position. He
took a couple of music courses and he joined the Chamber
Singers his senior year. He also took voice lessons, first at
Kenyon and then, after graduation, for a year at Temple
University in Philadelphia.
His major? Well, he started out in economics but
enjoyed philosophy more, so he switched, even though "I
had no idea what a philosophy degree would get you In the
job market."
He returned to his high school. Abington Friends School
in suburban Philadelphia, teachingphilosophy and health,
but he largely dropped singing. He moved to Washington.
D.C., where, at a party, he sang some gospel tunes. As it
happened. Reagon, founder of the renowned a cappella
group Sweet Honey in the Rock, was in the audience. She
urged Walker to study with her voice teacher,and eventually
singing jobs came his way. Including work with Reagon.
After recovering from surgery for a brain tumor in 2004
and wanting to recharge himself. Walker decided to make
an album.The self-produced "Just Like You" was released
in 2008 and can be found on the Internet at cdbaby and
ITunes. His current project, which he hopes to release this
summer, entails two albums. One features sacred songs
that have been important to him. The other comes from
his live performances, showcasinghis Introspective songs
tinged with gospel, blues and jazz.
"The point of my writingis tobe able to express myself,
and part of that Is to acknowledge the different music
genres that have been a part of me. Hopefully someone can
hear it and identify with It."
A philosophical stance? "Yes. The two things,music
and philosophy, are sort of partners. Philosophy allows you
to see the world In certain ways and music allows you to
express It."
— Bill Mayr
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Archaeology meetings with Darrin A.
Pratt, who directs the University Press
of Colorado, which has published two
of John's books Dabney S. Moncher.
Middletown, New Jersey, and husband
Mark, who both work for American
Express, are trying to keep up these
days with 10-year-old twins Andrew and
Sydney, one who loves sports and the
other dance and Girl Scouts, along with
the puppy they recently acquired. "My
stepdaughter is expecting her second
grandchild, so call me Grandma!"
Stephen M. Wrinn has become director
of the University of Notre Dame Press.
He encourages folks to look him up if
they are ever in South Bend, where he
lives with wife Julie M. Kuzneski.

1992
Meredith Harper Bonham left I Iamilton
Qillege after two decades to become
vice president for student affairs at
Kcnyon. A bit surreal to be back, she
reports—especially since her office
is in the former Gund scrvcry, with a
lovely view of Mather Residence Hall,
where she spent her freshman and
sophomore years. Husband Jay and
two kids are settling in to life in Mount
Vernon. Evangeline Lynn Calland.
Charlottesville, Virginia, is a hospital
chaplain, teaching first-year medical
students, and working with the Quaker
Meeting and local Friends school board.
Vonnic's love of electronic dance music,
which she shares with her 17-year-old
son. spurred her to get a license plate
reading "IMTHEDJ." Amy E. Haid
teaches at Ohio State University's
School of I.aw as an adjunct professor
when not practicing securities law and
marvels that Columbus is "now quite
hip and thriving—far more than the

old destination for Indian food at the
Taj Mahal." Elizabeth D. Karatz Faraut
is founder and creative director of La
Loop, a fashion-forward eyewear acces
sory company whose products are worn
by Brad Pitt, Julia Roberts and I leidi
KJum, among others. Liz hired Rachel
J. Hall '15 last year after consultation
with Kenyon's career services offices. Shelives in Pacific Palisades, California, with
husband Philippe. Julia T. Flotten works
as a registered nurse in a chronic pain
program in Duluth, Minnesota, where
she lives with partner Alison Wood. She
parents 5-year-old Aliya and 10-year-old
Benjamin while trying to enjoy bicycling
the roads and trails before the snow
falls (and stays until May). James A.
Glassman published his first book, "The
Houstorian Dictionary: An Insiders
Guide to I louston," inspired by his
preservation group, Houstorian, which
seeks to "fix Houston's history prob
lem." He's hoping to get Jude I.aw to play
him in the movie adaptation Donald
Karl Muenk. Birmingham, Michigan,
enjoyed the lake effects of fall with his
wife of seven years and their "surprise"
baby. Griffin (3). Luz V. Lopez-Ortiz, who
lives in Belcamp, Maryland, a suburb of
Baltimore, with her husband, Guzman,
and children Maya (8) and Cuauhtemoc
(6). is a civil rights attorney at the U.S.
Department of Justice. Reading about
Kenyon's efforts to provide undocu
mented students with access to educa
tion renewed her pride in her alma mater
and moved her to contribute to the
annual fund. She keeps in touch with
Terrie OeBonis '91. Lori L. Brady Kendra
A. Stamper and Jane Wu Lee N. Nowell
is the managing director and artistic
associate at Synchronicity Theatre in
Atlanta, which activates communities
toward social change through powerful.

Elizabeth D. Karatz Faraut is
founder and creative director
of La Loop, an eyewear
accessory company.
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Lainic Thomas helped
the ministry of health in
Myanmar provide HIV
prevention, treatment and care.
transformative theatrical experiences.
I Ie and partner Phillip DePoy live
in Decatur, Georgia. Alise A. Shuart
Maplewood, New Jersey, spent time
with the family of Margaret Stevenson
Vines on Lake Michigan. The son of
Joshua Zuckerberg. Nathaniel, attends
the school where Alise teaches. Shefound out she somehow ran right past
Erica Wolff Verkleeren. who was work
ing a water station, at the Wineglass
I lalf Marathon in Corning, New York.
Lainie Thomas and husband Nicholas
l lilton live m Manila, Philippines She
found a challenging project in Myanmar
helping the ministry of health provide
HIV prevention, treatment and care.
She also evaluates education projects in
Vietnam. Eldest daughter Alice moved
back to the U.S. for boarding school, and
her family enjoyed seeing an American
autumn through her eyes Robert P.
Voth joined Russell Reynolds Associates
as managing director of consumer and
commercial financial services. I Ie spends
part of the week in Chicago and is work
ing to open an office in Cleveland. With
his wife. Susan Moretti. Bobby lives in
Richfield. Ohio. Joshua Zuckerberg
is a partner at Pryor ( '.ashman LLP in
New York City, where he is a member
of its labor and employment, litigation
and corporate groups. I le's enjoying liftin Maplewood, New Jersey, with Amy
Dalsimer and their kids, Mia (14), and
Nathaniel (12).

Wall Street Journal. Concentrating more
on Broadway lately (yes, "Hamilton"
lives up to the hype). Thrilling to cover
the first Triple drown in 37 years, though
I was a little envious of the fans who got
to celebrate up at the Belmont. Up in the
press box it's not considered appropriate
to clap or cheer. So instead of popping
champagne or letting out some cheer like
at our field hockey games at Kcnyon,
1 hugged a colleague so tight I think I
hurt his back " Christopher H. Eliot and
Louise Brooks live in Brooklyn, New
York, and welcomed a daughter, Beatrix,
in June 2015. He works as a professor
at Hofstra University, teaching and
writing about philosophy of science, and
recently started teaching ornithology as
well. Stephanie M. Segal Hill. Grimes,
Iowa, reports that she and husband Rob
had an eventful 2015: "We went on our
honey-versary Mediterranean cruise,
moved two days later, built a new home
(second move), and I started a new job
after seven years as corporate continuous
improvement manager for Kreg Tool."
Gerald Kelly writes, "Teaching an inde
pendent study course with the Kcnyon
physics department on solar clean
energy systems, one of which is being
built at the Kcnyon Farm. We're hoping
to make this a regular course offering
in the future, with students helping to
build PV solar electric systems elsewhere
on campus and in the village." Brian D.
Kiscoe lives just north of Houston with
wife Christine and children Alaina and
Drew. He and Jason •. Hann '95 each
1993-95 Submit class notes to
set personal records in an Ironman on
classnotes@kenyon.edu.
Oct. 11 in Louisville. Kentucky, where
they had dinner with Todd E. Kiziminski
'98 Andrew P. Wollner (aka Texaco) lives
1996
in West Hartford, Connecticut, with
Jessica C. Banks shares that after 17
Danielle Bonin Wollner and two "superyears in New York City she's moving to
fun" 9-ycar-old daughters, Emily and
Olivia, he reports. A professor of visual
London to start a kundalini yoga center.
communication design at the University
"Back to my U.K. roots," she writes, "and
drawing on my life experiences including
of Hartford Art Schcxil, he somehow
training as a ballet dancer, fundraising
avoids injury on his new "throwback"
skateboard. Danielle designs magazines
for the arts, going to business school,
, for the Clarke Schtxils for Hearing and
and of course teaching yoga." Pia V.
Catton a-ports, "I'm still writing for the
Speech.

1997
Gretchen E. Baker, Chicago, reports
that she and husband Greg Krogen
welcomed their first child, daughter
Svea Elisabeth. Colette "Coco" Pichon
Battle was named a 2015 Echoing
Green Climate Justice Fellow for her
climate-based disaster recovery work
as director of the Gulf Coast Center for
Law and Policy, serving communities
on the front lines of climate change
in Louisiana and beyond. Kathryn A.
Cunin is happy to be back in Columbus,
Ohio, working as a traveling hospitalist,
allowing her to spend time in Colorado
with Karin M. Boerger Frederick M.
Hemker IV has returned to the wonder
ful California sunshine with his wife,
Patricia Urrutia, and 5-ycar-old twins
Frederick and Francesca. Fritz is now an
assistant professor of political science
at Long Beach City College. L. Elliott
Holt. Washington, D.C., won the
Ellen Levine Award for her novel-inprogress. Adam Hunter Howard played
Leon Czolgosz, President William
McKinleys murderer, in the Stephen
Sondheim musical "Assassins" to a
sold-out crowd in a six-week run at the
Pico Playhouse in Los Angeles. "A big
highlight," he writes, "was singing the
famous barbershop quartet, 'The Gun
Song,' which made me nostalgic for the
Kokosingers." Daniel E. Fishbach '98
directed and William H. Adasgek '05
designed the lighting. Adam works at
Harvard-Westlake as an administra
tor and lives with wife Bonnie Goff
in Studio City. California Megan B.
Kubicka Johnson and husband Joshua
welcomed their third daughter to the
family last fall. Nancy Louise Scott
Johnson joins sisters Charlotte and
Evelyn. Meg misses meeting Catherine
Demos Kappos in Chicago during lunch
breaks but plans to do so regularly
again once her maternity leave ends.
She lives in Glencoe, Illinois. Jason C.
Lafferty and Aleta P. Katra Lafferty '00,
Eugene, Oregon, had a great summer
introducing children Delia (4) and

Duke (2) to camping and rafting. Jason,
who has been running the family cold
storage business for nearly a decade,
recommends that you think of him
next time you pick up ice cream from
Oregon at Whole Foods, as it "likely
passed through one of our warehouses,"
he says. Stephen J. Lannen invites
D.C.-area alumni to regional alumni
chapter events. Recent outings included
a community service day at the elemen
tary school where Hope C. Harrod '98
teaches, a Washington Nationals
baseball game, and an Oktoberfest
happy hour. Anne Roberts Moore lives
in Greenville, South Carolina, with
husband John, 10-year-old twins Kit
and Jack, and Archie, 11, who has Down
syndrome. She has been working with
her Catholic diocese on full inclusion
for students with disabilities, but she
has been disappointed to find she
must struggle with school leaders. "All
students," she writes, "even those who
are disabled—especially those who
are disabled—have the right to reap
the benefits of education." Jennifer
A. Rosenfeld and Brian T. Jones left
southern California after 12 years to
return to central Ohio and the "library
mecca" of OCLC, Jenny writes, where
she is an implementation manager.
Son Ronan (3) loves his neighborhood
full of small children, although living
in the Dublin/Plain City area is a bit
of a culture shock, she adds. Pierce
E. Scranton III. Arlington, Virginia,
is pleased to announce that he and
Juliette welcomed daughter Evalina
"Eva" Scranton into the world in July
2015. Andrew, age 2, is enjoying his new
role as a big brother. Kerry Sheldon.
Ann Arbor. Michigan, reports that she
"doggedly and with great delight contin
ues to build Bridgeport into the small
but mighty firm I've always known it
could become." R. Seth Webb, based
in Woodstock, Vermont, resigned as
town manager of Killington to become
managing director at Tusk Ventures,
a political strategy firm that helps

Joshua S. Adler released
his documentary, "Living
the Fantasy," on DirecTV,
Amazon and iTunes.

startups like Uber, Handy, Booster
and others navigate regulatory issues.
M.A. Lisa McNally Wright and David M.
Wright. Bethesda, Maryland, enjoy their
jobs, he at Treasury, and she in commu
nity development finance. They enjoy
seeing Lindsay Buchanan Burke and
Sarah E. Diehl Although Lisa became
a U.S. citizen last year, she and Dave
celebrated their Canadian roots this
winter as daughter Allie (4) joined Katie
(8) on the ice for hockey lessons.

1998
Joshua S. Adler completed a documen
tary film titled "Living the Fantasy,"
which was released on DirecTV,
Amazon and iTunes and was shown at
Kenyon on Oct. 19. He lives with wife
Lara Schccter-Adler in Haverstraw,
New York Daniel P. Denning and
his wife, Michelle, live in Brcx)kline,
Massachusetts, with sons Ryan (4) and
Owen (almost 2). After completing a
biology postdoc at MIT, Dan joined
Novartis last year and is in drug devel
opment. Meanwhile, Michelle develops
drugs at Merck—"limiting our ability
to discuss problems at work." Catherine
E. Getches and Peter Fromen '97 moved
from San Diego to London Andrew H.
Lerchen and wife Melanie left Seattle
after nine years to return home and
live closer to family near Chicago. He
works remotely lor Expedia. Daughter
Ivy is 5. Heather Osborn Ogston and
Alexander Ogston '97 purchased a
small hobby farm "oddly hidden in
the sprawl at the unplanned margins
of Sacramento, California." she writes.
"Boys Frederick (11) and Harry (8) are
enjoying this little piece of paradise
almost as much as I am." Stuart M. Rice
works in business-to-business relation
ships at Arizona State University. Last
November Stu and Patrick Hanson
married, after seven years together,
and reports, "We're loving life in Mesa,
Arizona, where we continue to slowly
upgrade our house and have commit
ted to improving our snowboard and
skiing skills in Flagstaff." Alexandra K.
Mustonen Whelehan took a job as direc
tor of admissions and marketing for
East Woods School in Oyster Bay, New
York. I lusband Brian is a graduate, and
they are glad that Jack, 7, Tucker, 5, and
Peyton Ann, 3, can attend t<x>.

1999
George W. Cook III and wife Diane
Paez-Cook welcomed their second

Sfirin/f/Summer 2016

child, Naomi Elizabeth, to the world in
2014. George and his family relocated
to Ann Arbor, Michigan, last year,
where he works in government affairs
for Toyota, responsible for Midwestern
states. Jessica L (Dolce) Deery finished
renovating a house with husband Tim
in North Olmstead, Ohio, focusing on
nontoxic eco-friendly options. "Finally
moved in," she reports. "Our 2-year-old
has fun watching deer and bunnies
right in suburban Cleveland." Jessica
manages a team of editors who produce
inspiring cards for American Greetings.
Adam G. Donaldson and Jessica
Berretto Donaldson '00 moved back
to Adam's hometown of Jamestown,
Rhode Island, where he is enjoying life
as a work-at-home dad. Lee D. Fuoco
lives in Beverly, Massachusetts, with
husband Matt and toddlers Tess and
Declan. She is clinical director of the
Children's Behavioral Health Program
at Jewish Family and Children's Services
and an adjunct faculty member at Salem
State University. Trisha M. Heatherman
writes that she and husband Seth
Garber both started new jobs right as
their 3-year-old daughter began at a
new preschool; much adjusting, but
they came out unscathed. Trish left
Maret and now teaches Spanish at
Georgetown Day School in Washington,
D.C. Elizabeth E. Hieronymous writes
about celebrating last Fourth of July
in Gambier with her 8-year-old: "Mia
and I rode on the fire truck in the
parade (bringing back memories of
my time on CTVFD), waded in the
Kokosing, and ate at 1 lunan Garden
and the Dairy (best ice cream in Mount
Vernon). Despite our love of Knox
County we arc settling in Cary. North
Carolina, for now. Samuel S. Holtzman.
Cambridge, Massachusetts, reports
that his wife, Junko, had a baby boy
in September: Eibu Jupiter Mizuno
I loltzman. Michael J. Klein is happy
to be done teleworking/commuting
from D.C. to Chicago, where he is
now settling in at the Department of
Veterans' Affairs regional counsel's
office: "I hope to use the reduction in
weekly time spent at O'Hare to explore
the city and reconnect with friends in
the area." Jordan Schmidt Kurella and
James J. Kurella '96 are doing well in
Columbus, Ohio, where Jordan is now
writing full-time, with fiction published
in The Lorelei Signal and Mystic
Signals magazines and a personal
essay published in October at Salon,
com Erich K. Kurschat is now focus
ing full-time on the MR coaching and
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Erika N. Feldman won
best in show at the
VR Hackathon 2015 Seattle.
consulting business he's had since 2011,
harmonyinsights.com. "In addition."
he writes, "I was thrilled to perform
on a tour of the Baltic countries with
Chicago Chorale and sing backup for
Josh Groban at the Chicago Theatre in
mid-October." Zachary B. Nowak had
another book published—"Inventing
the Pizzeria: A I listory of Pizza Making
in Naples"—which he edited and trans
lated. He is working on his dissertation
and is married to Jill Nowak. They live
in Cambridge. Massachusetts. David C.
Schalliol assistant professor of sociol
ogy at St. Olaf College, was featured in
the New York Times for his research
on urban issues and how communities
often address them without outside
support. He is married to Jennifer
D. Schalliol '02 Katharine Varda
Schwab anil Ian Hoos Schwab '98
live in Normandy Park, Washington,
with sons Odin (8) and Soren (7). In
October Katie joined an established
OB/GYN practice in downtown Seattle,
with fewer hours and more time for
family and friends—like Laura Baker
Wilkinson and Marsha Stawiski Hotter
and their families, with whom the
Schwabs went camping on the Olympic
Peninsula last June. Andrew W. Shannon
moved to Jacksonville, Florida, for a
new job at University of Florida Health.
He is now an assistant professor of
emergency medicine working in resident
education, clinical ultrasound and inter
national emergency medicine. Jamie E.
Smith left her job at the White House
as President Obama's special assistant,
spokesperson and deputy press secre
tary to become global chief communica
tions officer at Bit Fury, the leading fully
integrated Bitcoin Blockchain infra
structure provider. She and husband
Eric Pierce live in McLean, Virginia.
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2000
Chriatian D.F. Agricola welcomed second
child Sebastian to the family last August.
He continues to practice adult outpatient
psychiatry for Intermountain I Icalthcarc
in sunny Salt Lake City. Renee Peltz
Oennison was awarded tenure at St.
Mary's College of Maryland. She writes
that she now has more time to pursue
her research interests in family studies
and human development; during last
year's sabbatical she dyed a permanent
purple Kenvon streak in her hair. She and
James •. Dennison '99 and two sons
reside in California. Maryland. Erika N.
Feldman is happily single and hacking
away at the early achievement gap across
various projects. She recently won best
in show for a project that combined
digital and analog story txx>ks to make
reading more accessible to undcrscrvcd
populations at the VR I lackathon
2015 Seattle Kathleen S. Birck Florea.
Kingman. Arizona, celebrated her oncvear anniversary with husband Andrew.
She works as a nurse practitioner at a
community health center and received a
doctorate in nursing from the University
of Pittsburgh in 2015 Nicole E. Harbauer,
Ottawa. Canada, gave birth to daughter
Elisabeth "in the wee hours of the morn
ing" last September. "Ottawa is turning
out to be a great place to have a family,
and we're enjoying ourselves here more
and more," she writes. David A. Houston
and wife Colleen welcomed their third
child in I )ecember 2014 and are enjoying
a hectic life in Cincinnati. "David Jr. loves
keeping up with his big sisters Cecily and
Rosily, which definitely keeps us on our
toes! Geoffrey A. Long is creative direc
tor at the Annenberg Innovation Lab at

Spring/Summer 2016

the University of Southern California's
Annenberg School of Communications
and Journalism. As a doctoral student
there, he's been "exploring the future
of storytelling with augmented reality,
virtual reality, the Internet of Things. 3D
printers, and so on," he writes. Geoff and
his wife, Laura, moved with daughter
Zoe to a new place in Pasadena a year
ago Maraleen 0. Shields was named to
40 under 40 list of the "Lehigh Business
Journal." She and husband Kevin live
in Allentown, Pennsylvania, and will
celebrate their 10th wedding anniver
sary this year Jeremy L. Weinman and
his wife, Julia Sabot, welcomed a son,
Finley Richard Weinman, last May. In
San Francisco, Finley is reported to be
"happy, healthy, and rockin' a full head
of hair." Molly Willow Vogel writes that
Jack Quint Vogel joined big sister Eloise
in April 2015. Molly began a new job
as director of communications for the
central Ohio chapter of the Alzheimer's
Association. "Both baby and job are
going very well, and after two years home
with my daughter it's nice to take a break
from constantly shaking my sillies out to
have conversations with grown-ups." She
and John live in Westervillc. Ohio.

2001
Laura K. Borell has moved to Brunswick.
Ohio, with husband Jeremy Borell
'99 Along with Elizabeth McClelland
Anderson, she attended the wedding of
Melissa A. DeGaetano Bertke Laura and
Jeremy's children Ben and Caroline were
"obsessed" with Eli's Scottish baby. Lucy,
she writes Daniel J. Connolly is finish
ing "The Ifix)k of Isaias," his nonfiction account of children of Mexican
immigrants in Memphis, Tennessee. His
employer, the Commercial Appeal news
paper, allowed him a leave of absence to
work on it. "I'm grateful to Jeffrey S.
Reed and Maria Cerny '04," he writes,
"who are on a list of supporters updated
weekly on the book. Brooke E. Hauser
has also offered helpful advice. Elizabeth
E. Foy married Michael Wilson on Oct. 2
in Nashville. Tennessee, where they live
with their dog Briley Jessica Marfurt
Berkholtz and husband Mike made it to
the reception, and, Elizabeth writes, she
is "kxtking forward to playing eornhole
on the boards we received from her
and Aubree C. Clarke Phillips and Sara
Bumstead They are excellently deco
rated with the Kenyon shield." Morgan
H. Casler Hendrix and husband Brian,
of I Hirham, North Cantlina. joyfully
,
report the birth of daughter Mary

Eleanor Iiendrix last October. "Everyone
is healthy, and big brother Harrison
(4) is quite proud," she adds. Likewise,
Jesse B. Horowitz and wife Ariel
Nonberg Horowitz 'OS. Golden Valley,
Minnesota, welcomed a child: Naomi
Ruth, their second. She turned 1 in April
and is laughing at her 3-year-old brother
Henry every day, they report. Aleka E.
Kostouros. Philadelphia, is an outpatient
therapist at a community mental health
clinic and "loves her clients," she reports.
"Turns out my psychology major came in
useful after all." Aleka also d<x*s outreach
for Philly's bike share program, Indego,
and dances with a vintage chorus girl
troupe Addison D.S. MacDonald and
Brooke E. Hauser report they "spend a
lot of time listening to their 4-ycar-old
son Marlow play an imaginary banjo."
Addie works at Smith College, and
Brooke finished a new book titled "Enter
Helen," about the rise of legendary
Cosmopolitan editor Helen Gurlev
Brown Alexis Braun Marks Ann Arbor,
Michigan, and Adam D. Marks welcomed
their third daughter, Emerson Ann, last
year. Alexis was promoted to an assistant
professorship, and Adam became associ
ate program director of hospice and
palliative fellowship at the University
of Michigan. Abigail A. Mitchell was
awarded the Faculty Advocate for
Diversity Award at Nebraska Wesleyan
University for her work making
campus more inclusive for transgender
students, staff and faculty. Abby began a
sabbatical in January and is developing
a new course, researching and traveling.
Juliana Novic completed her doctorate
in anthropology with an emphasis on
Mesoamcrican archaeology and took a
post doc as a Riley Scholar in Residence
at Colorado College in Colorado Springs.
Ransom D. Riggs. author of the runaway
success debut novel "Miss Peregrine's
1 lome for Peculiar Children," switched
publishers to Dutton Children's Books,
an imprint of Penguin, which will bring
out his next two titles in the "Peregrine"
universe. Now sharing an editor with
his friend John Green '00. Ransom
will see his 4-million-copy selling book
made into a Tim Burton film starring
Judi Dcnch and Samuel L. Jackson,
among others. Ransom lives with his
wife, Tahereh Mafi. in Santa Monica.
California Jessica E. Root announces:
"My wife, Meghaan Blauvelt '03, and I
welcomed our second daughter, Zora,
who is now 1. She's holding her own
with big sister 3-year-old 1iadassah.
More chaos and more to love." Alys L.
Spensley and Andrew D. Lebkuecher '99

welcomed Andrew James to the family
in September and say their twins,
Catherine and Louise, "are already
great helpers. We enjoyed being back in
Minnesota this fall and seeing Kenyon
friends, including Laura A. Macstas
and Allison K. Jones We will be in
Taiwan until summer 2017 and welcome
visitors! Jada R. Twedt Strabbing and
her husband, Tim, joyfully welcomed
Leander Hudson Strabbing in December
2014 in New York City. Big sister Vivian
also welcomed him—"but with mixed
feelings," Jada writes.

2002
Carrie N. Simon had her second child,
Elias Wolf, in June 2015. She is writing
her dissertation on environmental
policy in Cornell's department of natu
ral resources, hoping to complete her
doctorate this year.

2003
Megan Rafferty Barnes writes, "I got
to meet NPR reporter Neda Ulaby and
be quoted in "All Things Considered"
last year about the toughest Academy
Awards trivia game in the country. In
May I made my prime-time debut on
the ABC game show "500 Questions"
and got to visit with the always
awesome Rose Talbert Meiri while
in L.A." Megan's son Brendan (6) is
in first grade, and Greg (4) started
preschool—"seven glorious hours to
myself for the first time since 2009,"
she adds. Nathan P. Fergus graduated
from his musculoskeletal imaging
and intervention fellowship at Case
Western Reserve, where he got to read
the Cleveland Browns' MRIs. He and
wife Brittany now live on Hilton Head
Island, South Carolina, where Nate has
a private practice. Son Jonathan Patrick
arrived into the world last October,
and the couple arc "in love with the lil'
dude," Nate writes. Justin G. Karpinos
and Ashley Rowatt Karpinos announce
the birth of second son Isaac Wade, who
arrived in March 2015 on their wedding
anniversary. "Big brother Elliott James
is almost 4 and enjoying showing
Isaac the ropes," they report. Justin is
dean of student life and swim coach
at the University School of Nashville,
Tennessee. Ashley practices medicine
on the faculty at Vanderbilt. Kyle A.
Laux works at Davenport 6 Company
LLC in Richmond, Virginia, in public
finance and reports that three of the 10
analysts in his department are Kenyon

graduates. So many of his swimming
pals had children last fall that Reed
Boon currently maintains a spreadsheet
so the group can keep track of the next
generation. Courtney L McKee. who
has been living in New York City for
11 years, was married in May in New
Jersey, near her hometown, to Edward
Carpio. She also got her clinical social
work license and started a side private
practice while remaining at New York
Presbyterian Hospital. Jonathen L.
Philipsborn lives with wife Becca in
the Old Fourth Ward neighborhotxl of
Atlanta with two children (Michael, 4,
and Claire, 1) and a "decently wellbehaved dog named Scout," he reports.
Jon is climate adaptation practice direc
tor for Americas for AECOM, a global
technical and management support
services firm; Becca is finishing her
pediatric residency at Emory University.
Jon adds that he always causes what
he thinks is an appropriate scene
when he sees anyone wearing Kenyon
gear. Erin B. Shively Sheppard and
Blake E. Sheppard welcomed daughter
Charlotte Ann in January 2015 and say
she gets along well with big brother
Rory. Erin's firm merged with Dentons
US LLP, where she is now counsel to
its Government Contracts Practice
Group. Blake moved from Booz Allen
1 Iamilton to Fannie Mae two years ago.
They reside in Chevy Chase, Maryland.
Andrew F. Vincent and Emily F. Briggs
Vincent '02, Arlington, Virginia, have
two daughters. Evey and Miranda.
Andrew, who works at Morningstar as
a senior product manager, launched a
retirement tool that won "Best in Show"
at Finovate Fall 2015 Sarah May Van
Nostrand and Chris Van Nostrand '02
Alameda. California, welcomed Delia
Skye Van Nostrand in August 2015. She
joins brother Ixo, who, they report, "is
taking his job very seriously." Henry
J. Wickham graduated from the U.S.
Army John F. Kennedy Special Warfare
Center and School. Captain Wickham,
who was named to the Commandants
List—the top 5 percent of the graduat
ing class—lives with his wife Jonelle
and two children in North Carolina.

2004 Submit class notes to
classnotesioikenyon.edu.

2005
Rosalind Baccus lias been keeping busy
getting married, earning a promotion,
moving (twice) and competing in the

Toastmasters International World
Championships of Public Speaking
tournament in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia.
Gregory B. Browne-Nichols and his wife,
Jennifer Morales, Carrollton, Texas,
have a daughter named Alessandra
who is turning 1. "An absolute joy!" he
writes. "She keeps us busy!" Matthew
"Hall" Carlough works at the GREY
advertising agency in New York City as
an activation director. With longtime
partner Michael Krak, he bought an
apartment in Chelsea, and they plan
to be married this fall in upstate New
York Adam Cornea Clark and Silvia
Cernea Clark 'OB have combined their
last names and moved to Houston with
their 2-year-old. Adam passed the bar
and took a job in die environmental
department of a large renewable energy
company. Caitlin W. Cody bought
a condo in the Chicago area and is
learning how to do all the things her
landlords used to do, like fixing broken
dishwashers. Jessica Dvorak-Moyer
writes: "Settling into teaching Chinese
language and literature and enjoying our
new home in western Massachusetts."
Daughter Gabby turned 3 in August,
loves preschool, and "enjoys teaching
us how to parent," she adds. Heather
McMillan Hoeppner joined eSpark, an
education technology company, after
a decade at Teach for America and
completing her University of Chicago
MBA. She and husband John enjoy
living in Chicago, seeing friends and
"running around after" sons I lenry (4)
and Jack (2) Ariel Nonberg Horowitz.
Golden Valley, Minnesota, welcomed a
child with husband Jesse B. Horowitz
'01: Naomi Ruth, their second. She
turned 1 in April and is laughing at
her 3-year-old brother Henry every
day, they report. Kristofer A. Lofgren
and wife Kate Ogorzaly, Washington,
D.C., welcomed first child Ingrid Eileen
Lofgren just in time to take her along
for the 10-year reunion. Ceitlin M.
Looney Landesberg married husband
Stuart on Oct. 3 in Calistoga, California.
Living in San Francisco, she runs

marketing at Uphold, a cloud hanking
company, and together they have started
Sufferfest Beer (Company to produce
gluten-free craft beer. Sara "Annie" Mark
and husband Michael Westfall spent
a year in Germany on a Robert Bosch
Foundation Fellowship. Annie worked
at the German Ministry for EconomicDevelopment and Cooperation and the
KfW Development Bank on foreign
assistance programs related to wildlife
and rural development. She writes, "As
the Germans say, 'we got our baby':
Cy Hcndrik Westfall, in Frankfurt"
in June 2015. Benjamin C. Mason left
Sony Pictures last year after almost
a decade to move up to Napa Valley
and pursue his passion in the wine
business. He now manages sales and
hospitality at Vintner's Collective, a
select group of 20 boutique wineries
sharing tasting room space. "Couldn't
be more pleased with my new life
up here." he writes Rachel M. Miller
happily announces: "1 asked Benton H.
Coveney "OB to marry me, and he said
yes!" She is finishing a doctorate in art
history at the University of Pittsburgh.
Kathryn E. Oczkowski and David J. Gold
'04, Chicago, welcomed son Joshua
into their family in September. Dog
Clyde is adjusting well. Elizabeth A.
Palmer manages recanting and HR for
Monetate, a marketing SaaS company in
Philadelphia. She is taking a UX Design
class through General Assembly on
the weekends. Emelyne Dengler Smith
and Andrew "Trey" D. Smith III '04
welcomed daughter Nellie May on Oct.
29,2014, and report: "She loves to look
at books, go outside, climb on the dog,
smile and laugh. We think she's pretty
amazing!" They live in Rochester, New
York Kelly A. Smallwood Stowe works
remotely out of Washington, D.C., while
living in Cameron, North Carolina,
with husband Christopher and children
Autumn (3) and Kellan, who turned 2
in mid-March. "Since having our chil
dren." she writes, "I've become a little
obsessed with clean eating and Zumba
(anyone remember KenyonFit/cardio

Caitlin M. Looney Landesberg
and husband Stuart have started
Sufferfest Beer Company to
produce gluten-free craft beer.
Spring/Summer 2016
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kickboxing?) Josiah R. Venter married
Megan Lindsey last April in the Tide
Elk Preserve at Point Reyes in north
ern California, with his mother and
sister bearing witness. Josiah teaches
fifth grade at St. Thomas's Day School
in New Haven. Connecticut, while he
earns a master's in ecological teaching
and learning through Lesley University.
Tristram B. Warkentin and wife Danielle
Buckley still work as product manag
ers for Google—reach out to him if
interested in Cioogle or tech. Last June,
"adorable familial addition Mira Ruth
Warkentin" arrived in the family.

Megan E. Barrett. Washington, D.C.,
"tixik the plunge" last summer and
started her own digital communica
tions and marketing firm called The
Good Lemon. "It's a roller coaster ride,
so exciting. We work with startups,
nonprofits and small businesses to
help them take advantage of digital
communications trends." Kimberly K.
Brady is now a health educator at the
Cleveland Clinic and well into an online
master's in public health at University
of South Florida. She will pursue field
experience/internship opportunities in
women's health and adolescent sexual
health issues. Jenna E. Brubaker quit
her job as a health care consultant, got
engaged, and traveled through South
Africa with her fiancee for ten weeks last
summer. Now she's ready to settle down
in her graduate program in learning and
organizational change at Northwestern,
having returned to the Chicago area.
Jack A. Cerchiara completed his doctor
ate at the University of Washington
with a dissertation on telomeres and
aging in Magellanic penguins. 1 le's a
postdcx now in his fourth season as
head men's lacrosse coach of the U W
Huskies Kathryn Cosse and husband
Sean Fisher welcomed Hazel Rose
Cosse-Fisher to the family in August,
but Katy is "too sleep-deprived to
calculate what Kenyon year class she'll
be," she writes. "We hope to bring her
to campus soon!" The family resides
in Bellevue, Kentucky, and. with her
recent master's in public health, Katy
works at the University of Cincinnati

directing a state health care initia
tive grant that will build Ohio health
care workers' ability to treat Medicaid
patients Megan K. Dunlavey married
Josh Schule in Stevensville, Montana,
in June 2015 during "a crazy heat wave
with 100-dcgree temps," she reports.
Stephen L.K. Hands and his wife.
Lindsey J. Fritz Hands, both braved the
heat to be there, which was wonder
ful." Megan and Josh live in Missoula,
Montana, where she is a child and
family therapist hoping to move back
east when her loan repayment contract
is complete Lydia S. Febiger Farmer
and Samuel B. Farmer, Cockeysville,
Maryland, welcomed a puppy named
Hogan in early 2015 — and then a son
last August. While Hogan graduated
top of his class from obedience school,
Cody William Farmer will wait until
2034 to graduate with the Kenyon class
of that year. Julia M. Kosinski married
Saul Cardenas in April 2015. The couple
reside in Weston, Connecticut Molly
E. Mickinak is now recruiting events
coordinator at the Tepper School of
Business at Carnegie Mellon University.
"It is a lot of fun!" she writes. "I love
being in an academic environment,
which I have missed ever since leaving
Kenyon." She and husband Christopher
L. Loggins '08 live in Pittsburgh. Jennie
C. Miller is half a year into her new role
at Citi after graduating from Columbia
Business School in 2015. She is in
the U.S. cards business, focused on
balanced growth, and loving it William
S. Moller is studying value investing
at Columbia Business Sch<x)l. Last
year his professional a cappella group
Low Key won the New York leg of
the Harmony Sweepstakes and went
to California for the national finals.
"Best of all," he adds, "I got engaged to
Tracev Zimmerman." Theresa Rafferty
Rawls and husband Steve, now of
Chesapeake, Virginia, welcomed their
second daughter, Clara Grace, in May
2015. "Moving with a 3-month-old is
crazy!" she writes. Steve is area director
of a youth and community organiza
tion called Young Life, where Theresa
does part-time administrative work.
Zachary D. Rosen is in Toronto study
ing art and design at George Brown
College. Visitors "are highly welcome,"
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he writes, "as arc cartons of American
Spirit Yellows." In Pittsburgh Olivia
L. Tucci and husband Patrick Grenter
welcomed son Leo on the Fourth of
July. "Big sister Avery loves having a
little brother," she writes. "Our lives
now completely revolve around diaper
changes, snack time and Mickey
Mouse." Grace Twesigye anil Samuel
W. Anderson, who have left Boston,
both still work on agriculture, hunger
and poverty issues. Grace is people
operations recruiter at One Acre Fund, a
social enterprise supplying smallholder
farmers in East Africa with asset-based
financing and training services to reduce
poverty. Meanwhile, Sam is the growing
farmers initiative manager at Stone
Barns Center for F(x>d and Agriculture,
an 8()-acre farm and education center
just 25 miles north of New York City.
Suzanne M. Wasik founded and serves
as principal of Jamaica Children's Public
School. PS 312, in Queens, New York.
"An incredible journey," she writes.
"It's amazing to represent Kenyon in
the work to redefine urban education."
Allyson M. Whipple, who earned a
kung fu black belt in 2014, works as an
adjunct assistant professor at Austin
Community College. A featured poet at
the Austin International Poetry Festival
in April 2015, she has started a master's
of fine arts at the University of Texas at
El Paso.

2007
Willow A. Belden hosts and produces
a podcast on the outdoors called Out
There—"poignant personal tales that
tackle big social and environmental
questions (outthereshow.com)." Last
summer she did a 70-mile mountain
bike race near her home in Laramie,
Wyoming, as well as rock climbing,
backpacking the Colorado wilder
ness, and visiting Amy Stricter in
Oregon. Adrienne D. Boris completed
her master's in directing at Boston
University and joined Boston's New
Repertory Theatre as its producerin-residence. In addition to lecturing

in acting and performance at BU,
she serves as the artistic assixiate at
OpcraHub, maintains her freelance
directing career, and in May directed
"The Last Five Years" by Jason Robert
Brown at Arts After Hours in Lynn,
Massachusetts. Adrienne lives in
Brighton, Massachusetts, with her
boyfriend of four years Amanda K.
Lewis Day, Decatur, Georgia, reports
that she is proud of the prison-diversion
court program she created and now
administers for severely mentally ill
people who fall into the criminal justice
system. A $200,000 federal grant will
allow for the expansion of treatment
services and assistance in applying for
Medicaid benefits. Her son, Marshall
James Day, was born last September to
the joy of both his parents Nathaniel
J. Ewert-Krocker and his wife. Kari.
report they are now the parents "of one
high-quality infant," William EwertKrocker. They also live in Decatur,
Georgia. Margaret M. Niehaus-Sauter
Fuchs and Andrew F. Fuchs have
settled in Rochester. Minnesota, for
Margaret's cardiology fellowship at the
Mayo Clinic. I lighlights of the year:
attending the weddings of Brittain H.
Ian Brantley and Brian W. Kelso '10
and reuniting with friends at both.
In their free time last fall they were
fixing up their new house and search
ing for the best sports bar in town to
catch the Buckeyes and the Bengals.
Jennifer ZangmeiBter Grady is a clinical
instructor at Tufts Cummings School
of Veterinary Medicine in Grafton,
Massachusetts, training vet students;
Jenni also practices at a clinic for
low-income pet owners. I lusband Paul
Grady '05 is taking over management of
a small sustainable meat and vegetable
farm Cori Hiral spent three months in
New Zealand, 10 days in Australia and
four months in Indonesia completing
her training as a divemaster. Now a
guide for other scuba divers, she enjoyed
visits to Singapore. Kuala Lumpur
and Cambodia, where she caught up
with Kimberly M. Zito Alexandra
E. Kittle reports that she spent the

Amanda K. Lewis Day
created a prison-diversion
court program in Georgia.

summer at Cheley Colorado Camps
and brought back what she learned
to the Peddie School in I lightstown,
New Jersey, in her student leadership
program. Elizabeth A. Lewis lives in
Steamboat Springs, Colorado, with her
partner, Alison Lipman, "who keeps
her light-hearted and playful—she
can get quite angsty at times, you may
recall." Liz thinks about her Kenyon
friends often and hopes to return to
Gambier for a visit. For her, she writes,
Kenyon stands for "meaning and
comfort in friendship and the power
of community. Samantha J. Ley
and Matthew C. Zaremsky welcomed
daughter Ellery Ruth Ley Zaremsky in
September. They live in Binghamton,
New York Margaret McClintic loves
Shanghai, welcomes visitors and
recommends an organization she has
joined called Sunrise International
Education, which runs extracurricular
events for more than 1(M),000 Chinese
students. Their newest intern sings
the praises of J. Geoffrey Nelson '05.
and Margaret bumped into Kenyon
Director of International Admissions
Sonya Dudgeon Broeren '90 in Beijing.
Timothy M. O'Neal reports that he is
married, living in Brooklyn, teaching in
Queens, raising his 1-year-old daughter,
and expanding his record collection like
the aging hipster he is. Oh, and he just
got a master's. Brent H. Peterson's band
Brent 8 Co. (brentandco.com) released
their newest EP last October and went
on tour promoting the album and
seeing the country. He writes they are
"no Walk the Moon, but working on it!"
Corbin L. Pomeranz married Andrea E.
Amaya *12 in May in their hometown of
Cincinnati. Has has applied to residency
in radiology while in his last year at
Tulane's School of Medicine. Sahadeo
Ramharrack. Cleveland, wrote a chapter
called "Being a Champion" that was
published in "Advances in Educational
Administration." in which he shared his
personal experiences as a tool to inspire
educators to understand the impor
tance of cultural competency. Pater
Robbins is traveling the Silk Road from
China to Italy—by bicycle. He wrote
in from Bukhara, Uzbekistan, and is
updating his blog (petcrobbinsphoto.
com) with images from his journey.
Kelsey C. Ross, proud "co-mother" of
BodySync Physical Therapy in West
Los Angeles, lives in Pacific Palisades,
California, and is withstanding "sixminute timed showers, dead lawns and
no water served at restaurants due to
the drought." She writes that she "never

imagined being a small business owner,
but as the old adage states, 'When a
door closes, break a window and get the
hell out.' Can someone get married so
we can have a reunion?" Amy Strieter
is still enjoying the "bubble" of life in
graduate school in Eugene, Oregon, she
writes. "Spent the summer serving in a
local winery tasting room and thinking
about poems. Highlight was certainly
kayaking and frigid ocean-swimming
with Willow A. Belden She is finish
ing up a masters of fine arts in poetry.
James V. Stouffer III married "the love
of his life," Liberty DclaVega, on Oct. 17
in an Episcopal ceremony in Cleveland.
The couple reside in Chicago.

2008
Mario Nuno-Whalen works as a public
lands community organizer for the
Wilderness Society in New Mexico, part
nering with sportsmen and environmen
tal and conservation groups to protect
public lands as wilderness. He writes,
"Last year I was pleased to hear that
our Denver office hired a fellow Kenyon
graduate. Philip J. Hartger '09. as a
forest GIS specialist. The cool Kenyon
connections never cease to amaze me."

2009
Jacob G. Calcei, New York City, is a
second-year resident in orthopedic
surgery at the Hospital for Special
Surgery. His wife, Shanna Kewon
Calcei '10, started her master's in
public health at Columbia last year.
Catherine 0. Norbeck lives in Pleasant
Hill. California, and works at the learn
ing and development department of
Prologis. She is building a 242-squarefoot tiny house.

2010s
2010
Kelsey M. Chapman. Parkersburg, West
Virginia, earned a doctorate in clinical
psychology from Marshall University.
She has started a postdoc at Appalachian
State University's counseling and
psychological services office. Julia L,
DoNiro. Upper Arlington, Ohio, is a
lab assistant working in a food safety
company testing food products for
contamination and says her Kenyon
microbiology studies really paid off.
Logan M. Donaldson, now a doctor of

Peter Robbins is traveling
the Silk Road from China
to Italy by bicycle.
veterinary medicine, is completing a
one-year internship in small animal
internal medicine and this July will begin
a three-year residency in neurology and
neurosurgery. I le is on staff at Blue Pearl
Veterinary Hospital and Specialty Clinic
in Kansas City. Laura K. Goehrke is a
production coordinator at an entertain
ment branding agency called loyalkaspar
in New York City. She is taking improv
classes and performing at the People's
Improv Theater Laurel Stokes Gourrier
and Francis V. Gourrier Jr. '08. Silver
Spring, Maryland, welcomed daugh
ter Naomi Simone to the family last
September. Laurel is a special ed teacher
at the Ivymount School in Rockville and
reports she and Frankic adopted a lovely
lab/terrier named Stokely. Alexandra
K. Grumman works at Aatxc in San
Francisco, has a beautiful chocolate lab
named Aspen, and "is cooking, too!"
she reports. Elisabeth B. Hofmann,
New Orleans, is a student at Tulane
Law School, where she is president of
Law Students for Rcprcxluctive Justice,
service event chair of the Public Interest
Law Foundation, and a junior member
on the Tulane Journal of Law and
Sexuality. She is enjoying "the begin
ning of a legal career committed to social
justice." Andrea L. Kidd works as a speech
therapist in a Columbus, Ohio, nursing
home and loves it Katherine E. Ernst
Mehta and husband Amrit welcomed
second son Armaan Daniel Mehta to
the world in May 2015. They live in New
Delhi. Her new international admis
sions consulting business will guide
students who hope to pursue higher
education in the U.S. Kaitlyn E. MyersBrooks married Aaron Myers-Brcxiks
on June 20,2015. Now in a clinical
mental health counseling program at
Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, she
presented at the American Counseling
Association's national conference in
Montreal in late March. Janae A. Peters
completed her master's in clinical work
at Smith College last August and
became director of advising at Northfield
Mount Hermon Sch<x)l in western
Massachusetts, where she is in her sixth
year of teaching English literature. In
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September she adopted—and promptly
fell in love with—a very social kitten
named Thoi Samantha R. Turner lives
in Boston and teaches drama at Boston
Trinity Academy. She was technical direc
tor for its middle school production of
"A Midsummer Night's Dream" and in
February directed upper school students
in "Much Ado About Nothing. Saskia
E. Warren finished an education masters
and taught for a few years. She and her
partner, Daniel Leeds, have relocated to
the Washington. D.C., area. She adds,
"I've also started an Etsy shop for my
calligraphy services: Words Calligraphy.
Kenyon discounts available! I address
invitations, transcribe texts, label place
cards, compose letters and more."

2011
Ayesha A. Akhtar married Joseph J.
"Joey" Johnston "10 Jillian M. Arenz.

who lives in New York City with
partner Stephan Roundtree, completed
a master's in clinical psychology and
with her research group founded the
Teachers College Resilience Center
for Veterans and Family Members.
The group plans to expand its work
helping veterans transition from
military to civilian life. Michael J. Beck
writes, "After spending two weeks in
Peru with Joy Leaman and five weeks
in Greece and Croatia, 1 moved to
Washington, D.C., to begin an MBA
at the McDonough School of Business
at Georgetown." Emilia W. Birdsall
lives in Washington. D.C., with Emily
E. Rapp '12 and Kelly McPharlin '12 in
a house—on Kenyon Street. Danielle
E. Bishop spent a year in Santander,
Spain, on a Fulhright and then stayed a
second year to teach English through a
Spanish government teaching program.
Danielle completed a master's in
Spanish literature at the University of
Oxford in England Lauren M. Brady
moved back to Massachusetts last
year and says she is "trying to readjust
to the real world again after graduate
school." Liza W. Chabot. Durham, North
Carolina, works as an administrative
and marketing assistant for Caktus
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"Although there's a lot of
dense reading and sleepless
nights, I really enjoy
law school."

- SASHA PAULINE FANNY-H0LST0N

Group, a company that builds apps
for humanitarian and international
development. She also sells and exhibits
handmade textiles and woven wall
hangings under the name Buckwheat
and Grits. After an art show in Ohio last
summer, she swung by Kenyon to say
hello Karri-Lynn A. Conrad completed
her dixTor of pharmacy degree at
the University of Maryland last year
and now works as a pharmacist in
Washington. D.C. Sasha Paulina FannyHolston has moved to Boston, where
she's in her first year at New England
I.aw. "Although there's a lot of dense
reading and sleepless nights. I really
enjoy law sch«x)l," she writes ABhley
G. Gray received her master's in library
science from Simmons College and t<x>k
two positions, both in the archives of
performing arts organizations—one
with the Boston Symphony Orchestra,
helping digitize Boston Pops concerts
going back to 1885, the other with the
Handel and Haydn Sixriety, serving as
the archivist for its new repository. Kali
Graff. Broomficld, Colorado, works in
marketing and sales for a blog-writing
startup in Boulder called BlogMutt.
Matthew J. Grier. finishing his third
year at Fordham Law Sch<x>l. will join
Milhank. Tweed, Hadley 6 McCoy LLP
as a full-time associate after his gradu
ation Kathleen E. Jordan. Los Angeles.
published a txx>k titled "A Boy from
Georgia" on behalf of her late father.
Hamilton Jordan. "It's gotten some
awesome traction." she writes—not to
mention g<xxl reviews. She has been on
"I lardball with Chris Matthews." "PBS
News Hour" with Judy Witxxlruff, and
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"All Tilings Considered" on NPR. "It
seems like tixlay," Kathleen says in a
short YouTube trailer for the book, "that
stories about race relations in the 1950s
and 1960s are irrelevant and dusty, but
the truth is they're as relevant now as
they ever have been. Kara G. Pellegrino
Norwalk, Connecticut, writes, "Melissa
Crowther and I were married in Pinknev
Park in Rowavton. Connecticut, in July
just down the street from our home."

2012
Kellyn K. Caldwell Norfolk. Virginia, is
the special events manager at Norfolk
University and began graduate school in
international studies at Old Dominion
University. She continues to coach high
school swimming and misses the class
of 2012. Kassondra L. Chappell is back
in America after three years teaching in
Tokyo and Chiba. Japan. "Back in the
classrixim," she writes, "but, thanks to
Stanford University. I'm stateside again.
If in the Bay Area, let's catch up!"

2013
Montana A. Clark. Holiday City. Ohio,
has been promoted and now travels to
public libraries to help them with their
audiovisual collections.

2014
Michael P. Gallaher was selected for the
U.S. Air Force Officer Training Sch<x>l.
Gabriello A. Giomini is in her first year of
the clinical psychology dixrtoral program
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at Spalding University in Louisville.
Kentucky. Sean S. Grant Jr. lives in the
Bronx, works in Manhattan, and parties
in Brooklyn with some of his favorite
Kenyon folks. Charlotte G. Greene is
a proposal writer in New York City
for an architecture and planning firm
that specializes in restorative justice
facilities. "What's that?" she writes.
"Jails and prisons that are humane and
safe and courthouses that facilitate the
role of a civic center for those coming
to seek justice.' Michael J. Hayes
Br<x)klyn. New York, is a legal assistant
at Lambda Legal, the oldest and largest
national legal organization committed
to achieving full recognition of the civil
rights of lesbians, gay men. bisexuals,
transgendcr people, and those with HIV.
Natalie Thielen Helper an executive and
development assistant at International
Arts and Artists in Washington. D.C.,
does fundraising and grantmaking to
promote cross-ailtural understand
ing through the arts, along with her
co-worker Schuyler L. Krogh '15
Chelsea C. Katzeman moved to Maui.
Hawaii, last year to continue working
as a Relay for Life community manager
at the American Cancer Srxriety. Nicole
M. Krzeminski lives with Aidan J. Lee
'15 in Columbus, Ohio, where she is
studying dance/movement therapy and
mental health counseling. At a local
YMCA, Nicki teaches dance. "Feeling
closer to Kenyon," she writes, "yet still
missing our time spent on the 1 fill."
Aaron L.S. Lynn upholds the nomadictradition of living sublet to sublet in
New York City, where he works for two
temp agencies, one catering company, as
an ice cream sample provider in grocery
stores, and as the personal assistant
to an actress. But he is pursuing the
arts: in the choir of the off-Broadway
show "The Christians" at Playwrights
Horizons; with the field research team of
The Civilians theater company; and this
year in "The Glory of the World" at the
Brcxiklyn Academy of Music. Caroline
T. Miller spent time working on I laiti's
central plateau with Midwives for I laiti
as a volunteer and resource c<x>rdinator. She recruits, orients and schedules
midwives. doctors and nurses from the
U.S. who come to train I laitian nursing
students and work in a mobile unit serv
ing 7(K) women in rural areas William T.
Guam lives in Chicago with riximmate
Alexander J. Borkowaki '13. where Will
teaches theater to young people. Daniel
B. Rasch teaches English in Japan at

the middle and elementary schools of
"a lovely little ski town called Kutchan,
directly adjacent to Mount Yotei (aka
Hokkaido's Mount Fuji).' Emma W.
Sajsa moved into a great apartment in
Denver with Benjamin A. Jacoby She
hiked 250 miles of the Colorado trail
last summer with Molly R. McCleary.
Sophie M. Yolowitz. Amanda N. Somekh.
Allyson H. Young. Elizabeth 0. Cheever
and Charlotte M. Fabe R. McKinley J.
Sherrod spent several months hustling
in the private sector before finding
her way back to the nonprofit world.
McKinley is now communications
coordinator at the Global Development
Incubator, a startup that advances and
scales social impact initiatives around
the world. She became a case manager
for the D.C. Abortion Fund. Aaron
J. Stone began a doctorate program
at the University of Michigan and is
excited to be able to pursue his dream
of reading for a living. Reina J. Thomas.
Providence. Rhode Island, finished
graduate school at Brown and now
teaches history to seventh graders at
Milton Academy. Neighbors include Lily
A. Zwaan and Michael A. Bullister She
continues to play rugby with Providence
Women's Rugby Club Sydney J.
Watnick. who is working on the I Hilary
Clinton campaign in Charleston. South
Carolina, writes. "1lit me up if you want
to organize, knock on doors, make some
phone calls, and shatter glass ceilings
together]" Elizabeth A. Whittlesey works
at Compatible Technology International
(CTI), a global nonprofit based in St.
Paul. Minnesota. C7TI works with farm
ers to design and distribute tools that
help reduce ftxxl loss and increase fcxxl
quality. Lizzi loves living in her home
town of Minneapolis—"the better of the
Twin Cities," she adds.

2015
Lucas C. Pastorfield-Li got a fun

surprise while working in Haiti with
a maternal and reproductive health
organization called Circle of I lealth
International. "To reach out to other
partners," Lucas writes. "I made the
three-hour drive to Hinchc. in Haiti's
central plateau, to meet with people
at Midwives for Haiti. Lo and behold.
Caroline T. Miller '14 is their volunteer
coordinator and has been living in I laiti
for seven months. Never did I think it
would be possible to just happen upon a
fellow Kenyon alum out here."

IN JVEMORIAM
Charles K. Cannon 1946. on Feb. 1,
2015. He was 89 and a resident of Cedar
Rapids, Iowa.
A native of Michigan City, Indiana,
Charlie enrolled at Kenyon but left to
serve in the U.S. Army during World
War II. Returning home after the war,
he transferred to Yale University, where
he earned both his bachelor's degree and
his doctorate in English.
Charlie began his career as an English
professor at Coe College, joining the
faculty there in 1956. From 1965 to 1970,
the Shakespeare specialist taught at
Drake University before returning to (XJC
for the remainder of his career. I le retired
from Coe as a full professor in 1990.
Charlie is survived by Martha
Faragher Cannon, his wife of 59 years,
and two daughters, Mary Cannon and
Elizabeth Cannon.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the UnityPoint Inpatient
Hospice Unit, 1026 A Ave. N.E., Cedar
Rapids, Iowa 52402.
Frederick S. Wittich Sr.1946 on Sept.
17,2015. A resident of Lower Alsace
Township, Pennsylvania, be was 92.
Fred was born in Reading,
IVnnsylvania. He entered Kenyon in
1942 and stayed through the spring term
of 1943, after which he entered the U.S.
Navy. He served as a quartermaster, third
class, in the Pacific Theater of Operations
during World War II.
Although Fret! had hoped to return
after the war to the College, where he had
joined Psi Upsilon, he did not. Instead,
he went to work at his family's music
store in Reading. After it closed, he
worked in real estate until his retirement.
Fred was an able musician himself,
at ease with the organ, piano and violin.
I le is remembered in Reading for having
played the organ accompaniment for the
1965 opening of "The Sound of Music"
at the city's Fox Theater.
Fred is survived by two daughters.
Kim A. Wittich and Carlyn Wittich
Kish; two sons. Frederick S. Wittich Jr.
and Scott A. Wittich; six grandchildren;
and one great-grandson.
Memorial contributions may
be made to the Reading Musical
Foundation, P.O. Box 14835, Reading.
Pennsylvania 19601.
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Frederick B. Arner '47, on Oct. 7,2015.
I le was 91 and a resident of Woodstock,
Virginia.
Born in Rantoul, Illinois, Fred spent
much of his childhood in Washington,
D.C., before becoming a boarder at St.
James School in Hagerstown, Maryland.
He enrolled at Kenyon in September
1941 and stayed until March 1943, when
he enlisted in the U.S. Army Air Corps.
During World War II, he served in the
Pacific Theater of Operations as a tail
gunner in a Boeing B-29 Superfortress,
winning an Air Medal and three
Bronze Stars.
Fred returned to the College in 1946
and graduated a year later with magna
cum laude status and membership
in Phi Beta Kappa. A political science
major, he played varsity baseball and
joined Alpha Delta Phi.
After college, Fred taught and
coached for a year at St. James School
before entering Harvard Law School in
1948. He was recalled to military duty
during the Korean War, where he again
took up the duties of a tail gunner, this
time in a B-36. Back in the States, he
completed his law degree at George
Washington University and gained
admission to the bar in 1953.
Fred began his career in Washington
working for the Congressional Research
Service at the Library of Congress.
Eventually, he advanced to the position
of chief of the Education and Public
Welfare Division and senior special
ist in Social Security legislation. He
was intimately involved in legislation
on disability insurance, Medicaid,
Medicare, public assistance and Social
Security through his work as both a
staff member and counsel with the U.S.
House Ways and Means Committee and
the U.S. Senate Finance Committee.
After serving the Social Security
Subcommittee of the Ways and Means
Committee for nine years, Fred became
a consultant to the Social Security
Administration in 1983. He later
received two grants from the Alfred
P. Sloan Foundation for preparing a
monograph outlining a nuxlel disabilityinsurance program.
In 1994, Fred published "The Mutiny
at Brandy Station: The Last Battle of
the Hooker Brigade," his account of an
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incident in the Civil War that, according
to a review in the "Bulletin," examined
"the psychology of military loyalty and
the nature of wartime justice." He had
earlier published "Red-Tape and PigeonHole Generals: Andrew A. Humphreys
in the Army of the Potomac," a heavily
annotated version of a work by William
Armstrong that first appeared in 1864
as a "thinly disguised attack on the char
acter and military ability" of General
Humphreys.
Fred was married to, and later
divorced from, Phyllis Benson Arner.
He is survived by a daughter, Jane
Arner; three sons, Samuel Arner,
Robert Arner and Thomas Arner; and
two grandchildren. He was preceded
in death by a son, George Arner, who
passed away in 2010.

Joseph W. Koelliker Jr. '48. on Oct.
13.2015. He was 91 and a resident of
Chardon, Ohio.
Joseph, a Cleveland native, entered
Kenyon in 1943, majored in biology,
wrote for the Collegian and joined Phi
Kappa Sigma, which he served as corre
sponding secretary.
Joseph went on to medical school at
Western Reserve University (now Case
Western Reserve University), graduating
in 1952. He then served his internship
and residency in anesthesiology and
general surgery at University Hospitals
of Cleveland, joined the staff of
Lakeside Hospital, and opened a general
practice in Willoughby, Ohio. He also
served a two-year hitch in the U.S. Air
Force during the 1950s, assigned as an
anesthesiologist to Wright-Patterson Air
Force Base.

IN MEM0RIAM

A. Rodney Boren
World War II aviator and
active volunteer
A. Rodney Boren '38. on Jan.12.2016. A resident of
Monclova, Ohio, he was 99.
Rodney grew up In Dayton. Ohio, and Mlddletown,
Ohio. At Kenyon. he majored in biology, joined Delta
Tau Delta, and was a member of the football and
track teams. Enlisting in the U.S. Navy after gradua
tion. Rodney went on to be both an aviator and a pilot
trainer during World War II. He was discharged from
the Navy in1947 as a lieutenant commander and then
won appointment as commander of the 121st Fighter Squadron of the Ohio
National Guard. In 1953, he retired from the National Guard as a colonel.
Rodney began his career in business in1949 when he joined the Mead
Company in Dayton. He held several positions there before beingnamed vice
president for sales in1957. From 1961 to1977, he was president and treasurer of
the Fourdrinier Kraft BoardInstitute in New York City.
Returning to Dayton after his 1977 retirement,Rodney became active as
a volunteer, serving on the boards of the American Red Cross, the Aviation
Hall of Fame, the Dayton Museum of Natural History and the YMCA as well
as the vestry of St.Paul's Episcopal Church. But his favorite occupation In his
retirement years was golf. He made it his goal to play all of Golf Digest's 100
Greatest Golf Courses — an ever-changing list — and he achieved it.
Rodney was elected to Kenyon's board as an alumni trustee in 1956 and
again in 1959, serving for a total of six years. He also had been an elected
member of the College's Alumni Council.
Rodney Is survived by a daughter, Katharine Boren Millhon; a son, A.
Rodney Boren Jr.; four grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren. He was
preceded indeath by his wife. Charlotte Polk Boren. to whom he was married
for 65 years.
Memorial contributions may be made to St. Paul's Episcopal Church. 33
West Dixon Ave., Dayton. Ohio 45419, or to Hospice of Northwest Ohio. 30000
East River Road, Perrysburg, Ohio 43551.

Spring/Summer 2016

KENYON COLLEGE ALUMNI BULLETIN

•

57

IN iVEMORIAM
Following his military service,
Joseph returned to Willoughby, where
he became affiliated with the Westlake
Clinic as a general practitioner. He
served on the staffs of the Benjamin
Rose-Margaret Wagner House, Lake
County Memorial Hospital and Mentor
Way Villa.
Joseph was honored in 1995 with the
Wyeth-Ayerst Laboratories' Physician
Award for Community Service,
presented to one doctor in each state
for "service above and beyond the call
of duty." I le was also named "doctor of
the year" by Lake Qmntv and the State
of Ohio before his retirement with 45
years of service in 2001.
('ailing his time at Kenyon "the most
glorious days of my life," Joseph wrote
in a 1993 class note that, for him. "noth
ing since has equaled the excellence of
the Gordon Keith Chalmers moment."
He added, "Drs. Coolidge jchcmistryl,
Rahming [art|. Ransom [English],
Thornton [biology], and Titus [econom
ics] left an indelible and beautiful
imprint of the life I have had."
Joseph is survived by his wife of
66 years, Betty Hamill Koelliker, three
daughters, Leah Koelliker Carlcton,
Rachel Koelliker Vanek and Deborah A.
Koelliker; two sons, Joseph W. Koelliker
III and Daniel D. Koelliker; five grand
children; and five great-grandchildren.
Memorial contributions may be
made to St. Luke's Episcopal Church.
11519 Wilson Mills Road. Chardon,
Ohio 44024, or the Cleveland Museum
of Natural History, 1 Wade Oval Drive,
Cleveland, Ohio 44106.
Nathan B. Marple IV '48 on Feb. 1.2016.
A resident of Durham, North Carolina,
he was 88.
Nate, who was born in Portland.
Oregon, was raised on a farm near
Columbus, Ohio. He majored in physics,
joined the Middle Kenyon Association,

won election to Phi Beta Kappa and
graduated magna cum laude. Perhaps
his greatest contribution to the College
was his role in founding WKCG, the
Kenyon radio station that became
WKCO.
Nate earned a masters degree in
electrical engineering from Columbia
University. He spent the next 48 years
as a specialist in the research and design
of radar systems and retired from
XonTech, Inc.
In retirement. Nate traveled with his
wife to 56 countries. Also active in the
Retired and Senior Volunteer Program
(RSVP), he offered his time and exper
tise to tutor elementary school students
in reading and high school students in
physics.
Nate is survived by his wife of 18
years, Bonnie Brown Marple; stepsons
Jeffrey L. Schneider and Mark Schneider
from his first marriage; and seven
stepchildren from his second marriage;
Mark Inslcy, Julie Insley, Paul Insley,
Jamie Insley. Missy Insley Winslow,
Janet Insley and Suzy Insley Nisbet. He
was preceded in death by his first wife,
Wanda Schneider Marple, and by his
twin brother, Dudley T.F. Marple '48
who passed away in 2014.
Thomas E. Fowler 1949, on Sept. 1, 2014.
He was 87 and a resident of Kettering,
Ohio.
Born in Ashtabula, Ohio. Tom grew
up in Conneaut, Ohio. He attended
Kenyon from the summer term of 1945
through the spring term of 1946 and
joined Phi Kappa Sigma. Upon leaving
the College, he enlisted in the U.S. Army,
serving for a year.
Tom earned his bachelors degree in
education from Ohio State University
in 1950, after which he was drafted back
into the Army. He served in Korea and
then in Japan with the 24th Infantry
Division before winning a commission
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as a lieutenant in the Medical Service
Corps back in the States.
After his military service was
complete. Tom entered the insurance
business, working primarily with Mutual
of New York. He spent most of his career
as a Chartered Life Underwriter and
financial planner in his native Ashtabula,
where he also served as a member of the
local Council on Education, the board
of the United Way and the vestry of St.
Peter's Episcopal Church.
Tom is survived by Mary Dm Bailey
Fowler, his wife of 62 years; a daughter.
Susan Fowler Summers; a son, Mark
B. Fowler 1978; two grandchildren; and
one great-grandson. He was preceded in
death by a son, Adam Fowler.
Richard Goldhurst '50. on Oct. 23,2015.
He was 88 and a resident of Fairfield,
Connecticut.
Dick was born in Larchmont, New
York, a son of Genevieve Alice MarieGallagher and Harry Golden (born
Hershel Goldhirsch), author of "Only
in America," newspaper publisher and
writer, and ardent desegregation^.
After graduating from New York
City's Stuyvesant High School in
1945, Dick served in the 11th Airborne
Division of the U.S. Army Air Corps as
a paratnxiper in the final days of World
War II and then with the U.S. Occupation
Forces in Japan. Upon returning to New
York City after his discharge, he spent a
year at Columbia University before going
to Charlotte, North Carolina, to work
on two of his father's newspapers, the
Carolina Israelite and the North (Carolina
Catholic. In 1948, he arrived at Kenyon.
where he majored in classics, joined the
Middle Kenyon Association and gradu
ated cum laude.
Dick went on to study philosophy
at Princeton University and earned a
master's in the subject from New York
University in 1955. While at the latter, he
published one of his first works, an article
in the "Classical Journal" titled "Style in
'I X- BdbCMT" a still-cited interpreta
tion of the works of Julius Caesar.
Dick continued to work for his
father at the Carolina Israelite as an
associate editor, book reviewer and
reporter while taking on freelance
assignments. He also began writing
and publishing books, beginning with
a novel, "The IX-ceivcrs," in 1961. That
was followed by "The Dark Side of the
I louse." the true story of an attempt to
use "psychosurgery" to cure criminal
impulses, written with neurosurgeon t
Yale Koskoff.

Dick published several well-received
books on historical topics, among
them "The Midnight War," considered
a definitive account of the American
intervention in the Russian Civil War
of 1917-20. Others included "Many Are
the Hearts: The Agony and Triumph
of Ulysses S. Grant" and "Pipe Clay
and Drill: John J. Pershing, the Classic
American Soldier."
Later in his career, Dick taught at
Fairfield University and at the Federal
Correctional Facility in Danbury,
Connecticut. He also served as an
adjunct faculty member at the C.W. Post
Campus of Long Island University and
at the University of New Haven.
Dick is survived by his companion
of 35 years. Jeanne Washburn I lolleman,
and a son, John Goldhurst. He was
preceded in death by his wife, Doris
Warren Goldhurst, in 1977, and by his
brother William T. Goldhurst '53 in 2010.
Dick asked that his headstone be
engraved to read, "He almost broke
even."
Douglas W. Downey '51, on March
10.2016. He was 86 and a resident of
Northbrook, Illinois.
Born in Oakland. California, Doug
grew up in Glen Ellyn, Illinois. Doug
majored in English, wrote for the
Collegian and joined Psi Upsilon. While
in Gambier, he also co-wrote, with Paul
Newman '49, a musical show called
"The Kenyon Revue."
Doug, who graduated cum laude,
earned a master's degree in English from
the University of Wisconsin in 1952. He
then entered the U.S. Army for service
in Korea, where, as an information
specialist, he edited an award-winning
Army newspaper for troops at Inchon.
His work there led to a promotion from
private to sergeant and presentation of a
Bronze Star Medal.
After working briefly for a trade
association. Doug joined the staff of
"New Standard Encyclopedia" in 1955.
He became the encyclopedia's editorin-chief in 1964. "By 1996," he reported.
"I realized that I knew everything, so I
retired at the end of the year."
Doug's longtime interest in writing
led him to attend the Kenyon Review
Writers Workshop in 1997. Several of his
short stories were published in literary
magazines.
Doug served for 13 years on
the board of the Northbrook Public
Library and for many years on the
hoard of the Friends of the Northbnx»k
Public Library. A member of the Alumni
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In retirement, Jerry worked
with Habitat for Humanity to
build homes in Florida, Guatemala,
Portugal and Romania.
Council from 2005 to 2008, he also was
a career counselor, a member of several
reunion-planning committees, and the
agent for the ("lass of 1951 from 2003
until his death.
Doug is survived by his sons, Storrs
W. Downey and Donald R. Downey,
and two grandchildren. He was preceded
in death by his wife, Anne Reynolds
Downey, who died in 2010,
Memorial contributions may be
made to the Office of Development, 105
Chase Ave., Kenyon College, Gambier,
Ohio 43022-9623, or to St. Giles'
Episcopal Church. 3025 Walters Ave.,
Northhrixik, Illinois 60062.
Jeremiah •. Ellsworth '52, on Dec. 16,
2015. A resident of Vero Beach, Florida,
he was 85.
Jerry was born and raised in San
Juan. Puerto Rico. He spent his first year
of college at the Polytechnic Institute
of Puerto Rico. He then transferred to
Kenyon, where he majored in Spanish,
served on the staff of the Collegian,
played lacrosse (in which he became an
Ail-American) and soccer, and joined
Delta Tau Delta.
Jerry enlisted in the U.S. Air Force,
becoming a pilot. Upon mustering out,
he took his piloting skills to United
Airlines, where he spent the remain
der of his career, based primarily in
California, Illinois and Virginia. In
retirement, he moved to Vero Beach,
built a home with a large fenced yard
to accommodate his pets, a garden
and numerous fruit trees, and traveled
extensively, with a small group of
friends, to various locations in Australia,
Europe, Greece, Mexico, Russia and
South America, where his native fluency
in Spanish was especially useful.
Jerry also worked with several
volunteer organizations in his retire
ment years. These included the Humane
Society and Habitat for Humanity,
for which he helped to build homes
not only in Vero Beach but also in
Guatemala, Portugal and Romania. His

volunteer activities for Kenyon included
service on reunion-planning committees.
Jerry is survived by two daughters,
Lynn Ellsworth Duggan and Kim
Ellsworth Evans; a son, Keviji Ellsworth;
two granddaughters; and his longtime
companion, Rosamond Chadwick.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the Class of 1952 Scholarship
Fund in care of the Office of
Development, 105 Chase Ave., Kenyon
College, Gambier, Ohio 43022-9623,
or to I labitat for 1 lumanity, 4568 U.S.
Highway 1. Vero Beach, Florida 32967.
Roger L. Warnshuis Jr. '52 P'81. on Jan.
4,2016.1 le was 85 and a resident of East
Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Roger, who was born in Grand
Rapids, Michigan, majored in econom
ics, served on the staff of the Collegian,
swam for the Lords and joined
Delta Kappa Epsilon. He enlisted in
the U.S. Navy after graduation and
attended Officer Candidate School.
Commissioned as an ensign, he was
eventually promoted to the rank of lieu
tenant junior grade. He was awarded the
China Service Medal, the Korea Service
Medal (with one engagement star), the
National Defense Medal and the United
Nations Medal for his service.
Returning to Grand Rapids, Roger
joined his father's company, Merchants
Service Bureau, Inc. He retired from
the computer and data-processing firm
company as president. He also had
founded a company, Data Facts. Inc.
An active volunteer throughout
his life, Roger was both a member and
chairman of the board of Blodgctt
Hospital in Grand Rapids and a
member and vestryman at the city's
Grace Episcopal Church. He had been a
trustee and officer of the Arts Council
of Greater Grand Rapids and a director
of Mutual 1 lome Federal Savings and
Loan and Youth Commonwealth.
For Kenyon, Roger served as a
member of both the Alumni Council
(1980-84) and the Parents Advisory

Council (1979-81); as an admissions
volunteer, a career counselor and a
reunion planner; and as a driving force
behind the creation of the Samuel
B. Cummings Jr. Professorship in
Psychology. He was presented with an
Alumni Service Award in 1978.
Roger is survived by his wife of 61
years, Luella Menninga Warnshuis; two
daughters. Beth Warnshuis Shimko
anil Jane Warnshuis Heiden '81. four
grandchildren; three step-grandchildren;
one great-grandchild; and two sisters,
Marcia Warnshuis McClimans and
Mary Gwcn Warnshuis.
Memorial contributions may
be made to the Grand Rapids
Community Foundation, 185 Oakes
St., S.W., Grand Rapids, Michigan
49503, www.grfoundation.org.
Donald B. Coulter 1953, on Dec. 31,2015.
A resident of Wausau, Wisconsin, he
was 84.
Don was born in Chicago and grew
up in the northern suburb of Lake
Forest. I Ie attended Kenyon, where he
joined Alpha Delta Phi, before transfer
ring to Lake Forest College, where he
earned his bachelor's. After serving in
the U.S. Army. Don enrolled in the
University of Wisconsin Law School
and earned his Juris Doctor in 1959.
A year later, he established a private
law practice in Wausau, where he also
served for many years as the county's
family court commissioner. In addition
to volunteering as a ski patroller and
as a doccnt at Wausau's Leigh Yawkey
Woodson Art Museum, he was a
member of the board of the city's Center
for Visual Arts.
Don is survived by his wife of
59 years, Constance Adams Coulter;
two daughters, Nancy Coulter
Challenger and Susan Coulter Mowers;
a son, Andrew Coulter; and nine
grandchildren.
Bruce C. Pennington '53, on Oct. 13,
2015. He was 82 and a resident of
Kansas City, Missouri.
Bruce majored in English, played
varsity football and lacrosse, served on
the staff of the Collegian and joined
Beta Theta Pi.
Drafted into the U.S. Army follow
ing graduation, Bruce directed the First
Armored Division's television show
"Old Ironsides' Reports" for broadcast
in Temple. Texas. A member of the divi
sion's public information staff, he also
was the show's writer and its master of
ceremonies.
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Bruce made his career in the commu
nications field after a brief period
in graduate school at the University
of Southern California. His many
positions included staff writer and
correspondent for Time magazine,
supervisor of specials programming
with Grey Advertising, and develop
ment and production supervisor in the
Hollywood office of advertising agency
Benton and Bowles.
Later employers included the
American Can Company, the Emhart
Corporation. Chester Burger, and the
advertising firm Young and Rubicam. In
the early 1980s, Bruce and an associate
formed Pcnnington/Wilke Associates,
which specialized in corporate television
consulting services. He was the subject
of a 1982 Bulletin profile titled "Bruce
Pennington: Fortune 500 Image-Maker."
After many years on the East and
West coasts, Bruce returned to his
hometown of Kansas City in 1991 and
became involved in numerous civic
organizations there. He also continued
to operate his consulting business,
which had become Bruce Pennington
Associates, from both Kansas City and
New York City.
Bruce was inducted into the Kenyon
Athletic Association 1 lall of Fame in
1998 as a member of the 1950 football
team. I Ie remained an active alumni
volunteer in career counseling and
reunion planning.
Bruce is survived by his wife,
Helga Pennington; a daughter. Juliet
Pennington Matte; two sons, Carter
Pennington and Adam Pennington;
eight grandchildren; and a brother. Brian
Pennington. I Ie was preceded in death
by his first wife, Gloria Pennington.
Memorial contributions, to help in
defraying Bruce's medical expenses, may
be made to Helga Pennington, 1415 East
79th St., Kansas City, Missouri 64131.
John P. Ryan '54. on Sept. 28.2015.1Ie
was 83 and a resident of Oklahoma City.
A native of Lincoln, Nebraska, John
grew up in Scottsbluff, Nebraska, and
Tulsa, Oklahoma. He majored in philos
ophy, sang with the Chapel Choir and
the Kenyon Singers, served as box-office
manager at Hill Theater and joined the
Archon Society.
John graduated cum laude and
entered the General Theological
Seminary, where he earned a bachelor's
degree in sacred theology in 1957.1 Ie
then joined the Order of I loly Cross,
a monastic group in the Episcopal
Church, entering the novitiate two years
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IN MEMORY OF ROBERT S. CLARK

Bob held editorial positions with
Stereo Review, High Fidelity and
several other trade magazines.
after his ordination to the priesthood
in 1957 and service as a curate at St.
Luke's Episcopal Church in Bartlesville,
Oklahoma. He went on to study at
Trinity College of the University of
Toronto, where he received a master's
degree in theology, and at the Pontifical
Atheneum of St. Anselm in Rome,
where he earned his dcxtoratc.
In the course of a long career in
the clergy. John held several positions,
including prior of Whitby House, the
Holy Cross monastery in Grapevine.
Texas. After leaving the order and
marrying in 1973, he served as chaplain
to the clergy of the Episcopal Diocese of
Los Angeles and director of spirituality
for the diocese, followed by two years as
canon to the ordinary of the Episcopal
Diocese of Wyoming. Following that,
he returned to Oklahoma, first as rector
of Emmanuel Episcopal Church in
Shawnee and then as rector of St. John's
Episcopal Church in Oklahoma City,
from which he retired in 2001.
John is survived by a daughter.
Pamela Fleming RufFner, two sons, Scott
Richard Fleming and Thomas Drew
Fleming; five grandchildren; and nine
great-grandchildren. I le was preceded
in death by his wife of 33 years, Agnes
Watts Fleming Ryan.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the Organ Fund, St. John's
Episcopal Church, 5401 North
Brookline Ave., Oklahoma City.
Oklahoma 73112.
Jim W. Vahey 1955 P'86 on Dec. 14.
2015. He was 83 and a resident of Grand
Rapids, Michigan.
At Kenyon, he joined Beta 'ITieta Pi
but withdrew from the College before
completing his degree.
Jim then joined the U.S. Army and
attended the Army's Language School,

60

where he earned a diploma in Russian.
I le served as an interpreter until his
discharge in 1957.1 Ie then returned to
Grand Rapids to take over his father's
business, the H.M. Vahey Music
Company.
Jim spent the latter part of his
career as a stockbroker and personal
investment advisor in Grand Rapids.
I Ic retired from Peninsular Securities
Company there. An avid fly-fisherman,
Jim also served on the board of Trout
Unlimited.
Jim is survived by two sons, Douglas
R. Vahey "86 and Michael Vahey. and
four grandchildren. He was preceded in
death by his wife of 36 years, Suzanne
Elliott Vahey, who passed away in 1999
Robert S. Clark '56. on March 10, 2016.
A resident of Broomall, Pennsylvania,
he was 81.
Bob was bom in Schenectady. New
York. He majored in English and joined
Delta Tau Delta before graduating cum
laudc, with high honors in his major.
After leaving Gambier, Bob served as
a lieutenant in the U.S. Navy from 1956
to 1961, assigned to the Judge Advocate
General's Corps. He earned a masters
degree in history from New York
University in 1968.
Bob began his career in publishing
by answering letters at Life magazine.
He next joined Ziff Davis Publishing
Company, where he rose to the position
of executive editor of Stereo Review
magazine. 1le later served as executive
editor of High Fidelity magazine in Great
Barrington, Massachusetts, and as editor
of several trade publications in the field
of lasers and photonics until his retire
ment in 2002.
Throughout his life. Bob pursued
his love of classical music, both as a
critic for the Hudson Review and other
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publications and as a bass in various
choral groups. He found sustenance
in the energy of Manhattan as well as
in the peace of the Berkshircs. He lived
most recently at Broomall Presbyterian
Village in Pennsylvania.
Bob is survived by a daughter.
Valentina Clark Gomez; three sons, David
Clark, Nicholas Clark and Eben ("lark; 10
grandcliildren; a brother, John C. Clark '81
P'90; and a sister. Linda J. Clark. He was
preceded in death by his wife, Margaret
Leitner Clark, whom he married in 1963.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the Michael J. Fox Foundation
for Parkinson's Research, P.O. Box 5014,
Hagerstown. Maryland 21741-5014.
Richard S. Milligan '56. on Feb. 18. 2016.
He was 81 and a resident of Modesto,

California.

Dick majored in biology, served on
Student Council, managed the Colleges
soccer and swimming teams, and sang
with the chapel choir and the Kenyon
Singers. He served as president of Beta
Theta Pi and was the secretary treasurer
of the Panhellenic Council and the head
marshal at Commencement.
Dick earned his medical degree from
the College of Physicians and Surgeons
at Columbia University. He then
completed a surgical residency in San
Francisco and practiced in nearby San
Jose. He spent the majority of his career
as a general surgeon with the Mcl lenry
Medical Group in Modesto.
Dick is survived by his wife of 55
years, Patricia Cathie Milligan; three
daughters, Ellen Milligan. Elizabeth
Milligan Blickenstaff and Catharine
Milligan Hobbs; a son. Robert C.
Milligan; 11 grandchildren; and a brother.
Thomas S. Milligan.
Memorial contributions may be
made to Youth ('amp Services at
Geneva Presbyterian Church. 1229 East
Fairmont Ave., Modesto, California
95350; St. Luke's Family Practice, 17(H)
McHenry Village Way. Suite 2. Modesto,
California 95350; or Community
Hospice, 4368 Spyres Way, Modesto,
California 95356.
John F. Beese Jr. '58. on Aug. 23, 2015.
A resident of Green. ()hio, he was 80.
John grew up on his family's
Merestead Farms in Uniontown, Ohio.
At Kenyon, he majored in economics and
joined the fixnball. lacrosse and swim
ming teams; participated in the Flying
Club, the Arnold Air Society and the U.S.
Air Force Reserve Officer Training (forps;
1
and pledged Delta Tau IX-lta.

After graduation, John joined the Air
Force, serving in Iceland as a lieutenant
and operations officer. At the conclu
sion of his tour of duty, he returned to
Merestead Farms and joined his father
as a manufacturer's representative with
the John F. Beese Company.
John took great pride in Merestead
Farms, which in 2014 celebrated its
200th anniversary—and its 100th year
in the Beese family—by being named
to local-landmark status. In an article
published in the Akron Beacon Journal
at that time, he called himself "a member
of the work-till-you-die club." He added,
"Any fanner you know is in the club."
In 1997, John was inducted into the
Kenyon Athletic Association along
with his teammates on the 1956-57
swimming team, which won the Ohio
Conference championship under Head
Coach Tom Edwards, with the highest
point total recorded up to that time.
John is survived by Lee Beese, his
wife of 43 years; four sons. John Ivor
Beese, John F. Beese III, Andrew Beese
and Matthew Beese; and nine grandchil
dren. Among the last group is grand
daughter Taylor, reportedly the only girl
born into the Beese family in 92 years.
Memorial contributions may
be made to the Thomas J. Edwards
Scholarship Fund in care of the Office of
Development, 105 Chase Ave., Kenyon
College, Gambicr, Ohio 43022-9623, or
to Stewarts Caring Place, 2955 West
Market St.. Suite R, Akron, Ohio 44333.
S. Bennett Oaume Jr. 1958. on Dec.

20,2015. He was 80 and a resident of
Detroit, his hometown.
At Kenyon, Ben majored in history
and joined Psi Upsilon. He transferred
to the University of Michigan, where he
earned his bachelor's degree in 1958.
Ben, who went on to earn an MBA
at Michigan State University, began
his career at Detroit's City National
Bank. He spent most of his career as
an investment counselor and manage
ment consultant at Apache ODE.
Crimson Properties, Inc. and Pctrotech
Investments. Inc., from which he retired
as president.
An active pastoral-care volunteer
with Christ Church Grosse Pbinte,
Ben was especially concerned with the
church's youth ministry, for which
he created programs offering safe
spaces for teenagers. He also served
on the board of directors of the AIDS
Intcrfaith Network of Detroit.
Ben is survived by a sister, Susan
Daunic Lambrccht, and four nephews.

Memorial contributions may
be made to the Youth Ministries
Program at Christ Church Grosse
Fointe, 61 Grosse Pointe Blvd., Grosse
Pointe Farms, Michigan 48236, or
to the Nantucket Conservation
Foundation, 118 Cliff Road, Nantucket,
Massachusetts 02554.
John S. Keene '58, on Sept. 3,2015. A
resident of Pound Ridge. New York, he
was 79.
John was born in New Jersey but
spent his teenage years in Madison,
Wisconsin. He majored in English,
participated in varsity wrestling and
joined Alpha Delta Phi.
After earning a master's in English at
the University of Wisconsin-Madison,
John worked for a time as a sales
representative with Harper and Row
Publishers before embarking on a teach
ing career. He served for many years
as an English teacher at John Jay High
School in Cross River, New York, and
also taught as an adjunct professor at
Westchester Community College.
John was an avid tennis player
throughout his teenage and adult years.
I le was a past president of the Pound
Ridge Tennis Club, as well as the Pound
Ridge Democratic Club.
John is survived by his wife of 53
years, Gail Keene; a daughter, Rebecca
Keene Cambareri; a son. John C. Keene;
and four grandchildren.
Memorial contributions may be
made to Grace Episcopal Church.
116 West Washington Ave., Madison,
Wisconsin 53703, where John's father
once served as rector.
John F. Clarke '59, on Jan. 2.2016.
He was 87 and a resident of Fairfield,
Pennsylvania.
Born in Mount Vernon, New York,
John grew up in and around New York
City and also spent a brief time in
Florida. He left DeWitt Clinton High
School in the Bronx without graduating,
traveled the country, and then enlisted
in the U.S. Army, serving with the First
Infantry Division as a radio operator in
occupied Germany.
John returned to the United States
in 1952 and settled in Boston, where he
earned his G.E.D. and then took a year's
worth of classes at Suffolk University
while working in an automobile parts
plant. In 1956, on the advice of poet
Robert Hillyer, an acquaintance who
became a mentor, he applied and won
acceptance to Kenyon, which he attended
on the G.I. Bill. He was married after his

junior year, presented with the Robert
Frost Poetry Prize in his senior year,
and named to the Merit List for all six
semesters leading up to his graduation,
cum laude, with a major in English.
1 laving been awarded a Woodrow
Wilson Fellowship for graduate study,
John enrolled at Stanford University,
where he earned a master's degree in
English. I le began his teaching career
at Green Mountain College but soon
moved to Gettysburg College. In 1989,
he retired from Gettysburg as professor
emeritus of creative writing and English
with 23 years of service.
John wrote and published poetry
throughout his career. In his later
years, he became enamored of haiku.
His subject was often naturednduding astronomy. Collected in the 2010
volume "Good Lonely Day," his poems
were first printed in such venues as the
Atlantic, the Massachusetts Review, the
New Criterion, the New Yorker and the
Ohio Review.
In a Gettysburg Times obituary for
John it was noted that, "[hjaving lived in
both Boston and New York, he was one
of the few Americans to follow both the
Red Sox and the Yankees, though when
it came to it, he preferred the Red Sox."
Further evidence of his duality was his
keen interest in both birding and cats.
John is survived by his son. Ian R.
Clarke; four grandchildren; a brother,
Edward Clarke; and a sister, Jeanettc
Clarke. He was preceded in death by his
wife, Judith Barnctt Clarke, to whom he
had been married for 53 years.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the Office of Development, 105
Chase Ave., Kenyon College, Gambier,
Ohio 43022-9623.
Robert S. Henes "80. on April 7, 2001. A
resident of I Iamilton, Ohio, he was 62.
Bob majored in political science and
participated in the Folk-Singing Society,
the International Relations Club, the
Student Social Action Committee and
the Young People's Socialist League, as
well as WKCO and the Middle Kenyon
Association. He graduated magna cum
laude. with highest honors in political
science and membership in Phi Beta
Kappa.
After earning a master's at Ohio
State University, Bob moved to New
York City and became involved in
Vietnam-era peace activities. I le later
returned to Ohio, where he nursed his
mother through a final illness and once
again led demonstrations for peace and
other social causes.

In a class note at the time of his 20th
reunion, Bob wrote, "As some might
have forecast, my 'career' never took off.
mainly because a 'career' never meant
more to me than a job to fill the spaces
between demonstrations, meetings and
riots." Over the years, his jobs included
book cataloguer, editor, resume writer,
teacher—and assistant to a private eye.
Bob, who was twice married and
twice divorced, left no immediate
survivors.
Memorial contributions may be
made to Trinity Episcopal Church, 115
North 6th St., Hamilton, Ohio 45011.
Robert H. Wein *81. on Nov. 10,2015. A
resident of Bovnton Beach, Florida, he
was 76.
Bob was born in Brooklyn. New
York, and raised in nearby Queens. He
pursued a major in biology and joined
Phi Kappa Sigma before withdrawing
from Kenyon in his junior year and
completing his education elsewhere.
Bob worked as a pharmacist in New
York and Florida. He is survived by his
wife, Linda Wein; a son, Russell Wein;
two brothers, Albert Wein and Howard
Wein, and a sister, Bette Wein.
William S. Fire '62. on Aug. 1,2015. A
resident of Tucson, Arizona, he was 74.
Bill was born and raised in Lawrence,
Massachusetts. He majored in psychol
ogy, served on the staff of Reveille,
took part in intramural athletics and
the activities of the Chase Society, and
joined Delta Kappa Epsilon.
After graduation. Bill entered the
retail business. For 40 years, he worked
for retailers in Boston. Philadelphia,
Indianapolis, and Falmouth and Gorham,
Maine. Following his retirement from
the Indianapolis-based William 11. Block
department-store chain as a senior vice
president, he worked for the Foreside
Company in Gorham before moving to
Tucson in 1998.
While living in Maine, Bill's favorite
pastime was sailing his boat in Casco
Bay. In Tucson, he became a late-in-life
cowboy, volunteering on a dude ranch
where he drove visitors along desert Jeep
trails to the Tortolita Mountains.
Bill is survived by his wife, Harriet
Winston Fire; a daughter, Meredith Fire
Hess; a son, Laurence Fire; three grand
children; and a sister, Doris Fire Piascr.
Memorial contributions may
be made to the Desert Southwest
Chapter of the Alzheimer's
Association, 1028 East McDowell Road.
Phoenix, Arizona 85006-2622.
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Bruce D. Twine *64. on Sept. 28,2015.
He was 73 and a resident of Cheyenne,
Wyoming.
Bruce was born in Cleveland and
raised in Pound Ridge, New York. He
majored in psychology, played varsity
baseball, football and lacrosse, and
joined Beta Theta Pi.
Bruce, who had participated in the
U.S. Air Force R.O.T.C. program at
the College, entered the Air Force after
graduation, serving as a deputy missile
combat crew commander, with the rank
of first lieutenant, in Wyoming. I Ie then
served as an intelligence officer, with the
rank of captain, in Southeast Asia. He
later won the rank of major as a missile
operations officer in Nebraska.
Promoted to the rank of colonel,
Bruce held various positions involved
with automation of information
processing in Italy and the United
States. In1991, he left the Air Force
after a 27-year career and returned to
Wyoming, his wife's home state.
Bruce earned an MBA from the
University of Oklahoma in 1976. After
he retired from the Air Force, he
accepted a position with the State
of Wyoming's Department of Family
Services. Prior to his second retirement,
he was administrator of that depart
ment's Information Services Division.
Bruce was a founding member of
the Cheyenne Chapter (known as Mia
Maria) of the Organization of the Sons
of Italy in America. With that group,
he took part in numerous activities
in support of local charities. He also
became a formidable bocce player.
Bruce is survived by his wife of
48 years, Diane Murray Twine; two
daughters, Leah Twine Lindblom and
Kyler Twine Smart; four grandchildren;
two brothers, Jeff and Kevin Twine; and
a sister, Michal Twine.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the Davis Hospice ("enter,
Cheyenne, Wyoming, or the Leukemia
and Lymphoma Society, www.lls.org.
James C. Ulrich '64, on Feb. 13,1967.1 le
died in Vietnam, where lie was serving
with the U.S. Army, at the age of 25.
A native of Brecksville, Ohio, Jim
was a political science major. A member
of Phi Kappa Sigma, he served as the
group's vice president in his junior year.
Jim was killed by hostile small-arms
fire in Binh Dinh Province, located in
Vietnam's south central coast region. A
first lieutenant at the time of his death,
he was a field artillery unit commander,
assigned to C Battery of the First
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Battalion, 21st Field Artillery Regiment,
First Cavalry Division. U.S. Army
Republic of Vietnam. His tour of duty
had started little more than six months
earlier, on July 17.1966.
At the Vietnam Veterans Memorial
in Washington, D.C., Jim is honored on
Panel 15E, Row 26.
Kenneth Richard Klug '65. on Dec. 13,
2015. A resident of Carlsbad, California,
he was 72.
A Cleveland native. Ken majored in
chemistry at Kenyon and played varsity
baseball, basketball and football, partici
pated in student government with a seat
on Campus Senate, and joined Delta
Tau Delta. He was captain of the base
ball team, co-captain of the basketball
and football teams, and president of
the Interfraternity Council and of his
fraternity.
In the years following graduation,
Ken worked as a coach, holding the post
of head basketball coach at Cleveland's
University School. I le acquired a master's
degree in education at the University
of Southern California and was lured
to Harvard University as assistant to
basketball coach Bob Harrison, who had
been his coach at Kenyon.
Ken followed his stint at Harvard
with several years in Indianapolis,
where he worked as a financial and
tax consultant and served as an officer
of The Way, Inc. (later The Way
International), a non-trinitarian biblical
research and teaching ministry with
which he had previously been affiliated
in Ohio. He and his family then moved
to Emporia, Kansas, before settling in
California. There he joined Computer
Economics, Inc., in Carlsbad, retiring
from that company as controller.
Ken is survived by two sons, Corban
Klug and Andrew Klug; two grandchil
dren; and two brothers, Dennis Klug
and Robert Klug.
John D. Ross '86, on Oct. 7,2015. He
was 71 and a resident of Decatur,
Georgia.
Born in Greenville, North Carolina,
John grew up in several cities and
towns in Georgia, New York and North
Carolina, as the family followed his
father's jobs in the insurance industry. At
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Kenyon. he majored in political science,
served on the Executive Committee of
the International Relations Club and
joined the Archon Society.
John earned a second bachelors
degree, this time in journalism, from
Ceorgia State University in the 1980s.
He worked for a time as a journalist but
more recently described himself as a
"househusband." He remained active in
the Episcopal Church throughout his life.
John is survived by his wife of
37 years, Lynette Ross, and a brother,
Edward "Chad" Ross.
Malcolm A. Flinn '68. on Sept. 2,2015. A
resident of Mansfield, Ohio, he was 69.
Mac was born and raised in
Mansfield and had earned Eagle Scout
status as an eighth grader. He majored
in psychology, played basketball and
tennis, and joined Beta Theta Pi.
An elementary school teacher in
Mansfield in his first years after gradua
tion, Mac eventually took a position in
industry. I Ie was vice president for sales
with the Brost Foundry Company at the
time of his retirement.
Mac is survived by a daughter, Sarah
E. Flinn; a son, A. Barclay Flinn; two
brothers, Ned Flinn and William Flinn;
and a sister, Celia Flinn. He was preceded
in death by his wife. Lois Clark Flinn.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the Lois Flinn Education
Fund at the Mansfield Art Center, 700
Marion Ave., Mansfield, Ohio 44906.
Wayne J. Gladish '70. on Aug. 30,2003.
He was 55 and a resident of California.
Wayne spent his childhtxxl in
Niagara Falls. At Kenyon, he majored
in economics. He earned a master's in
library science at the School of Library
and Information Science at the State
University of New York at Buffalo.
At the time of his death, Wayne was
the collection-development librarian
at California State University at Los
Angeles (CSULA), where he had been
employed for 16 years. Prior to joining
CSULA, he had been a 10-year member
of the library faculty at the University of
Southern California.
Wayne is survived by his wife of 33
years, Christine "Kip" Steele Gladish,
and two brothers.

KENYON COLLEGE ALUMNI BULLETIN SfriHff/Summer 2016

Terrence D. Durica '71, on Sept. 1,2015.
He was 65 and a resident of Parma, Ohio.
Terry, a native of Parma, majored
in chemistry, participated in Debate
Society and joined Psi Upsilon. In his
senior year, he was president of his
fraternity and a student member of the
Trustee Committee on Degrees.
Terry earned a Juris Doctor at Case
Western Reserve University Sch<x>l of
Law in 1974. In 1976, he opened a law
office in Cleveland's historic Engineers
Building. He also served as president of
Local 304 of the AFL-CIO.
In 1996, Terry made his first foray
into electoral politics after many years
as a member of the Parma Democratic
Club. He was an unsuccessful candidate
that year for the Ohio State Senate in
the 24th District and again in 2000.
Terry was a lifelong fan of horse
racing and a regular at the track. He was
employed for a time at the ThistleDown
Racino, home of the Ohio Derby, in
North Randall. He also was a member
of Cleveland Area Mensa, for which he
served on the Executive Committee.
Terry is survived by his companion.
Janet Menz, and several cousins.
Memorial contributions may be
made to a charity of the donors choice.
Gordon Grant III '72, on Feb. 15,2016. A
resident of Buffalo, Wyoming, he was 65.
Gordie spent most of his child
hood and teenage years in Hinsdale,
Illinois. By the time he entered college,
he had already tutored underprivileged
students in Chicago's inner city and
glimpsed a future as a counselor. He
majored in religion at Kenyon, where he
won four letters in wrestling, served as a
co-captain of the team in his junior year
and joined Delta Kappa Epsilon.
After graduation, Gordie moved to
the West Coast, where he entered the
Pacific School of Religion in Berkeley,
California. He earned a master's degree
in divinity and settled in Wyoming.
Dividing his professional life between
ministry and social work, he applied
what an obituary called "his empathy
for the afflicted, his forceful advocacy
for the young, his fearless challenging of
entrenched authority, and his unflag
ging energy" to both fields of endeavor.
Gordie is survived by his wife of 43
years, Debbie Derge Grant; two sons,
Alexander M. Grant and Caleb Grant;
and two grandsons.
Memorial contributions may be
made to CASA, the Child Advocacy
Services of the Bighorns, at P.O. Box
6022, Sheridan, Wyoming 82801.
,

S. Liana Stillwell '73, on Jan. 2,2016. A
resident of Bloomington, Illinois, she
was 64.
Liane grew up in New Jersey. At
Kenyon, where she was known as
Shelley, she majored in philosophy and
graduated cum laude, with honors in
her major.
After graduation, Liane went on to
graduate school at Purdue University,
where she earned her doctorate with a
dissertation on Ludwig Wittgenstein.
A specialist in formal logic, she spent
32 years on the faculty of Illinois State
University before retiring in 2011 as a
full professor.
Liane is survived by her sisters,
Sharon Stillwell Edwards, Susan
Stillwell Kiss and Sandra Stillwell; two
half-sisters, Corrine Bowman and Denise
Stillwell; seven nephews and nieces;
nine great-nephews and -nieces; and her
stepmother, Elaine Stillwell. She is also
survived by her beloved dog. Ludwig,
who was with her at the time of her
death.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the animal welfare or anticruelty organization of the donor's choice.
Catherine Johnson Weld '73, on Feb.
9,2016. She was 65 and a resident of
Sedona, Arizona.
Born in California and raised in
Akron, Ohio, Catherine majored in
religion at Kenyon and graduated cum
laude. While at the College, where she
was a member of the first hilly coedu
cational class, she met Christopher M.
Weld 71, whom she married in 1972
in the Church of the I loly Spirit at a
ceremony officiated by Professor of
Religion Richard F. Hettlinger H'85.
Catherine earned a master's at Tufts
University. Her subsequent teaching
career included posts at Pine Hill School
in New Hampshire and Desert Star
Community School, of which she was a
founder, in Arizona.
Catherine is survived by her
husband, Christopher M. Weld '71; a
daughter, Amanda Weld Stubbs; a son,
Matthew Weld; five grandchildren; her
father, Walter F. Johnson; and a sister,
Carolyn Johnson Griffin. Her mother.
Loyce Petrey Johnson, passed away a few
weeks after Catherine's death.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the Lustgarten Foundation, in
support of pancreatic cancer research, at
www.lustgarten.org/CatherineWeld, or
to the Desert Star Community School,
1240 South Recycler Road, Cornville,
Arizona 86325.

Sarah M. Bonnycastle 1975. on June
29,1991. She was 38 and a resident of
Toronto.
Sarah was born in New Haven.
Connecticut. She was a classics major
and a Merit List student.
Sarah studied in Germany at the
University of Munich during the 1973-74
academic year. Before her senior year,
she transferred to and graduated from
the University of Michigan. She went on
to pursue a doctorate at the university.
At Michigan, Sarah concentrated
her studies in papyrology, working with
renowned expert Ludwig Koenen. In
support of her doctoral dissertation,
she was awarded the Crake Doctoral
Fellowship in Classics, just the third
person to be so honored.
Although Sarah was unable to
complete all of her projects with Koenen
before her death, her work has been
invaluable to others. In an article titled
"The Text of a Ptolemaic Fragment of
Euripides' 'Cresphontes'" published
in 2014, classicist (Catherine Lu Hsu
acknowledges her "great debt to
Bonnycastle's and Koenen's thorough
analysis."
Sarah was survived by her husband,
Brian Rigley, whom she married on her
deathbed. She left no other immediate
family members.
John J. Goldsmith 197B, on Dec. 3,2015.
A resident of Palm Springs, Galifornia,
he was 61.
John was born in Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania, and spent two years at
Kenyon before transferring to Penn
State University, where he earned a
bachelor's degree in biology.
After working in a Harrisburg
furniture store founded by his great
grandfather, John became a real-estate
salesperson for Harrisburg-area brokers
Jack Gaughen and John Glise. He later
joined the Pennsylvania Department of
Revenue and then spent several years
as a tax preparer before retiring to Palm
Springs in 2009.
John is survived by a brother, James
Goldsmith; two nephews; and cousins,
including Elizabeth Lowengard 1974.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the Desert AIDS Project, 1695
North Sunrise Way, Palm Springs,

California 92262.
Leslie J. Maerki *78, on Sept. 15,2015.
She was 59 and a resident of Anchorage.
Alaska.

Deborah Robins de La Bouillerie '78 on
Aug. 31,2015. She was 58 and a resident
of Brooklyn, New York.
Although born in Miami, Debbie
spent much of her childhood in New
York City before attending the Solebury
School in New Hope, Pennsylvania, the
Barlow School in Amenia, New York,
from which she graduated, and Franklin

College in Lugano, Switzerland. At
Kcnyon. she majored in drama and
graduated cum laude.
Debbie acted in several Kenyon
College Dramatic Club productions,
including John Osborne's "Look Back
in Anger" and George Bernard Shaw's
"Overruled," and participated in Kenyon
Children's Theater. She and her parents

endowed a seat in the College's Bolton
Theater, which opened in the fall of 1978,
shortly after her graduation.
Debbie achieved success in various
areas of the entertainment industry
as an author of self-help books and
as an executive and leadership coach.
She was a I lollywood film and televi
sion producer for more than 20 years,

IN MEMORIAM

Robert N. Mayer
Philanthropist and leader in elder care reform
Robert N. Mayer *71. on Dec. 3.2015.
He was 66 and a resident of Chicago.
Born inChicago, Robmajored
in psychology and served as an
kI X
upperclass counselor, the manager
of WKCO and a member of the
Publications Board.In his senior year,
he won theInaugural Psychology
Prize at Honors Day and went on to
graduate cum laude, with high honorsIn psychology.
Rob earned an MBA in1973 at the University of Chicago.
He joined Ernst and Ernst, the accounting firm, as a
management consultant before servingas a personnel
officer with R.R. Donnelley and Sons,director of organi
zational planning and development with Douwe Egberts
Superior Tea and Coffee Company, and senior manage
ment-resources director with the SaraLee Corporation. He
earned a doctorate in psychology in1985 at Northwestern
University.
In 1990, Rob announced that, "after several years of
research." he and others had established Home Corps.
Inc. He described it as "a corps of professionals dedicated
to assisting older adults andpeople with disabilities
more comfortably,more independently and more safely
at home." While leading the company, he also took on a
visiting professorship at Northwestern's Kellogg School of
Management and the academic directorship of Its Center
for Nonprofit Management.
Rob founded the Hulda B. and Maurice L. Rothschild
Foundation, working to reform elder care policy and
strengthen the quality of life of residents,patients and
families in long-term care communities. He served as the
foundation's president for more than two decades. After
his passing, the foundation was renamed the MayerRothschild Foundation In his honor.
"Elder care reform was likely Rob's greatest contribu
tion to society." wrote his wife. Dr. Debra Weese-Mayer.
"Rob brought disparate partners to the table to move the
discipline forward in a way that had never been done — for
example, changing archaic building and fire safety
codes — finally propelling the field forward and improving
the quality of life for eldersIn nursing homes."

He also was involvedIn the work of the Nathan
Cummings Foundation, created from the estate of his
grandfather, NathanCummings H'74. founder of the
Consolidated Foods (later Sara Lee) Corporation.
Rob was often called upon to be a presenter, panelist
and moderator at conferences sponsored by such groups
as Independent Sector and the Council on Foundations.
For the latter, he served as chairman of the Family
Foundations Conference and the Ethics and Practice
Committee.
Rob's other involvements were wide ranging.He was
a founder and trustee of the American Civil War Museum
and a trustee of both the Museum of Contemporary Art
and the Latin School of Chicago. His volunteer efforts
were recognized with theCritical Impact Award of the
Council on Foundations and the Founder's Award from
•i
the Healthcare Facilities Symposium and Expo as well as
Inclusion on Healthcare Designmagazine's 2012 list of the
eight most influential people in that field.
Over the years.Rob contributed generously to Kenyon
with both advice and funding. His expertise and mone
tary gifts were crucial to programs ranging from career
planning and pre-professional advising for students to
technology and teaching workshops for faculty members.
With his mother,he also made gifts of art and financial
resources for the benefit of InstructionIn studio art and
art history at the College. Their concern for art at Kenyon
was perhaps most fully realizedin the family's gift of the
Mayer Art Center, the facility for photography,printmaklng
and sculpture that was dedicated In October 1993 and Is
known colloquially as the Art Barn.
Rob is survived by his mother. Beatrice Cummings
Mayer P'71H'87, a Kenyon trustee emerlta; his wife,
Debra Weese-Mayer. whom he marriedIn 1976; two
daughters. Jennifer R. Mayer and Jalmle A. Mayer; a son,
Jonathan R. Mayer; anda sister. Ruth Mayer Durschlag. He
was preceded in death by his father. Robert B. Mayer P'71
H'69, who had also served as a trustee of the College.
Memorial contributions may be made to the MayerRothschild Foundation, In care of Debra Weese-Mayer and
specified as a Rob Mayer memorial gift. Northern Trust
Company. 50 South LaSalle St..Chicago. Illinois 60603.
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serving as a top executive of several
production companies and producing
such theatrical films as "Calendar Girl"
and "Fat Man and Little Bov" (starring
Paul Newman '49). In the realm of tele
vision movies, she produced such titles
as "The Right to Remain Silent" and
"Samaritan: The Mitch Snyder Story."
With a master's degree in applied
psychology from the University of Santa
Monica. IXbbie became involved in
helping her clients achieve sustainable
professional success. She was affiliated
with the Rockport Institute in Rockville,
Maryland, a center for career change and
counseling A frequent guest on radio
and television talk shows, she also was a
featured blogger for the "Huffington ft>st."
Debbie's books included the bestselling "Where Peace Lives." With
her husband, she completed her final
book, "Where Happiness Lives," shortly
before her death. That book will be
published this year.
Debbie is survived by her husband
of 25 years. Hubert de La Bouilleric.
and two stepchildren, Alexandre de
La Bouilleric and Jacqueline de La
Bouillcrie.
Ellen Duryea Shoupe '79. on July 25,
2015. She was 58 and a resident of St.
Paul, Minnesota.
Ellen, a native of Buffalo. New
York, majored in psychology and won
membership in the Chase Society, an
honorary service organization for
students active as campus and commu
nity volunteers.
Ellen is remembered by friends as
a "wonderful artist and writer." She
contributed to the "Bulletin Board"

section of the "St. Paul Pioneer Press"
under the pen name "Aunt Weeze." She
loved dogs, especially big ones, and was
the adoptive owner over the years of
several St. Bernards.
While still living in Buffalo after
her graduation from the College, Ellen
served as the head of the alumni admis
sions effort in that area.
Ellen is survived by her mother,
Marita Halloran Duryea; a brother,
James F. Duryea II; two sisters, Elizabeth
Duryea Maloney and Katharine Duryea
Pike; and five nephews and one niece.
She was preceded in death by her
husband, Thomas S. Shoupe.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the South Wood County
I lumanc Society, 3621 Sixty-Fourth
Street, North Wisconsin Rapids.
Wisconsin 54494.
Colin C. Bertram 1981, on Oct. 3,
2(X)8. A resident of Manchester, New
Hampshire, he was 49.
Colin, a Miami native, played varsity
soccer and joined Delta Kappa Epsilon.
I le left the College before graduating
and earned a bachelor's degree from
Boston University.
Colin was an assistant chef to Justin
Wilson during the chef and humorist's
"Cookin' Cajun" television show on PBS
but spent the majority of his working
life as a technical analyst in the financial
industry. At the time of his death, he was
an employee of Fidelity Investments.
Colin is survived by two brothers,
Morgan Bertram and Digby Bertram;
three sisters, Anne Bertram Endlcr,
Caroline Bertram and Maddaine Bertram
()sbomc; and a nephew and a niece.

IN MEMORY OF IRL S. BAREFIELD

Irl negotiated a revolutionary
agreement with the Samoan
government to access the bark
of the mamala tree to research a
possible cure for AIDS.
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Memorial contributions may be
made to the Arbor Day Foundation, 100
Arbor Avenue, Nebraska City, Nebraska
(>8410, or Mid I iudson Animal Aid, 54
Simmons Lane, Beacon, New York 12508.
Stefan M. Pakulski '81. on March
5,2016. He was 57 and a resident of
Wayne, Maine.
Stefan was a native of Lewiston.
Maine, and grew up in nearby Wayne.
He majored in music and sang with
the Chamber Singers, the Community
Choir and the Kokosingers. In his junior
and senior years, he served as musical
director of the Kokes.
Stefan was beloved and much
admired by his fellow Kokes. Upon
learning of Stefan's death. William "Bill"
Whitaker *79 remarked in an email
message that he would treasure the
memory of standing next to Stefan at
a Kokes reunion concert and suggested
dedicating a song to Stefan at the next
one. Stefan continued in later years to
exercise his love of music by singing
with two other groups, the Down East
Singers and the January Men.
Stefan taught high school students
hack in Maine immediately after college
and then served in the U.S. Peace
Corps in Fiji. Returning stateside, he
studied in the agro-ecology program at
the University of California at Santa
Cruz, directed an urban-composting
("zoo doo") program in San Francisco,
and wrote articles and com men tan.' on
ecological topics as a freelancer.
In 1988, Stefan moved to
Washington. I).C. to attend the School
of International Service at American
University, where he earned a master's
degree in development management
in 1990.1 le then joined Volunteers in
Cooperative Assistance, a nonprofit
organization that has since merged with
Agricultural Cooperative Development
International to form ACDI/VOCA.
With VOCA, he served as regional
representative for Asia, the Near East
and the Pacific, coordinating the work
of volunteer specialists dedicated to
improving agriculture and encouraging
cooperative farming and related busi
ness ventures in developing countries.
For several years, he and his wife were
based in Jakarta, Indonesia.
Upon returning home to Maine
in 1998, after the fall of Indonesia's
Suharto regime. Stefan went to work
for the Island Institute, a nonprofit
organization based in Rockport that
supports the state's island communities,
as director of a local-initiatives program.

He subsequently served for 12 years as
town manager of Readfield, Maine. In
September 2015, he accepted the town
managers position in Hallowed, Maine.
Stefan was an active member of his
community's volunteer organizations.
He had been a coach of his children's
soccer teams and a member of the board
of directors of the local public-school
system. He had also served for many
years as a member of Kenyon's careercounseling program.
Stefan is survived by his wife of
28 years, Lynette Johnson; a daughter,
Janika Pakulski; a son. Rai Pakulski; his
mother. Ruth Ault; two brothers, Jan
Marek Pakulski and Tom Pakulski; and
a sister. Lisa Pakulski.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the Pakulski College Fund
in care of Kennebec Savings Bank,
Attention: Michelle Richardson, 84
Main St., Winthrop, Maine 04364.
Irl S. Barefield '82. on Dec. 7, 2015. He
was 55 and a resident of San Francisco.
Irl was born in Nashville. Tennessee.
At Kenyon, he undertook a double
major in history and philosophy,
played in a brass quintet, and studied
in Vienna in the spring semester of his
junior year. A recipient of the Virgil
C. Aldrich Prize in philosophy, he won
membership in Phi Beta Kappa and
graduated summa cum laude.
Irl earned a master's and pursued
a doctorate in philosophy from the
University of Chicago before deciding to
attend law school. He received his Juris
Doctor from the School of Law at the
University of California at Berkeley.
After working with the firm of
Morrison and Foerster and Cooley
Godward in San Francisco, Irl accepted
the directorship of the HIV Care
Program at St. Francis Memorial
Hospital there. In 2()00, he moved
to Los Angeles to become executive
director of the AIDS Research Alliance.
While there, he and Paul Alan Cox of
the Institute for Ethnomedicine negoti
ated an agreement with the Samoan
government for access to the bark of
the mamala tree, found only in Samoa,
which showed promise in the treatment
and possible cure for AIDS.
Their revolutionary agreement
insured that if the product of the bark
was commercially successful, profits
would be split among the people of
Samoa, the pharmaceutical company
that produced it. and further medicalresearch activities. The bark ingredi
ent in question, prostatrin, which has

proven to render HIV undetectable in
primates, is now in the early stages of
human trials supervised by the AIDS
Research Alliance.
Irl returned to San Francisco in 2010,
volunteering with the Asian Pacific
Islander Wellness Center. He served
on the wellness center's board and
completed two terms as its president.
Irl is survived by a brother, Steven
Barcfield; a sister, Beth Barefield Bogart;
three nephews; a great-niece; and eight
cousins he thought of as his siblings.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the Tenderloin Neighborhood
Development Corporation, 215 Taylor
St., San Francisco, California 94012.

Andrew W. Puchner '92, on March 5,
2016. A resident of Bergenfield, New
Jersey, he was 45.
Andrew grew up in Englewood,
New Jersey, and majored in biology at
Kenyon.
For more than 20 years, Andrew
served as a librarian at the Englewood
Public Library. He also worked for
a time with Indccs Corporation in
Lyndhurst, New Jersey. At the time of
his death, following a lifelong struggle
with heart disease, he was pursuing
a master's degree in library science at
Rutgers University.
Andrew is survived by his parents,
Betsy Ferris Puchner and Peter F.

Puchner; two brothers, Thomas Puchner
and Edward Puchner; and three neph
ews and a niece.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the Englewood Public Library,
31 Engle St., Englewood, New Jersey
07631, or to the Babies Heart Fund,
Columbia University Medical Center,
Office of Development, 100 Haven Ave.,
Suite 29D, New York, New York 10032.
Paul M. Low Sr. '94 P'93. on Dec. 18,
2015. He was 85 and a resident of Dallas.
Born in Flint, Michigan, Paul was
the youngest child of Ukrainian immi
grants. The family eventually moved to
Florida. During the Korean War, Paul

joined the U.S. Air Force and served in
the Judge Advocate General's Corps.
Paul earned a law degree, cum laude,
from the University of Miami, despite
the fact that he did not have a bachelor's
degree. He became a husband, father
and successful businessman, serving as
president of Lomas Mortgage USA in
Dallas from 1958 until his retirement
in 1990. He founded New American
Financial two years later.
Meanwhile, Paul's son, Paul Jr., had
enrolled as a member of Kcnyon's ("lass
of 1993. Paul Sr. joined the Parents
Advisory Council, which he would later
serve as chairman, and the Kenyon
Parents Fund, which he would also lead.

IN MEM0RIAM

Natalia Olshanskaya
Beloved professor of Russian
Natalia
"Natasha"
Olshanskaya
P'04H'16,
an 18-year
member of
/
Kenyon's
modern
languages
and literatures
faculty, on Jan. 20,2016. The much-loved professor
of Russian was 66.
"Natalia Olshanskaya's dedication to her students,
and to the craft of her teaching, embodied the values
of Kenyon." said President Sean M. Decatur. "She
contributed to the College community in countless
ways, and we will miss her."
"Natasha was renowned for the rigor of her
classroom and the high expectations she set for her
students," said Provost Joseph L. Klesner. "Professor
Olshanskaya took a Russian program that had
reached a very weak state when she was hired
and built It into a popular and robust program. Her
students regularly achieved honors in national
competitions. She made Kenyon proud."
Born Nov.25,1949, In the Ukrainian city of
Odessa, then a part of the Soviet Union, Natasha
earned her bachelor's degree in English literature,her
master's degree in foreign-language teaching and her
doctorate inlinguistics from Odessa State University.
She went on to teach at Odessa State from 1975 to
1992.
In the latter year. Natasha was offered a one-year
post at Scotland's University of St. Andrews. She left
the Soviet Union with just an exit visa and a suitcase,
with the expectation that she would return to Odessa

after her year in Scotland. Her next stop, though,
was the College of William and Mary, where she
taught as a visitor from 1993 to 1997 — and met
her future husband,Don Monson.
Natasha joined the Kenyon faculty in 1997 as
a visiting assistant professor of Russian. After
winning a tenure-track job at the College in 2000,
and a Whiting Award for summer research work
the following spring, she earned tenure and
promotion to associate professor In 2003 and
full-professor status In 2011. Her areas of expertise
Included cinema studies, stylistic analysis of texts
and genres, and translation theory.
A gifted mentor who coaxed the best from
her students, Natasha was presented with the
College's Trustee TeachingExcellence Award in
2005. At that time, her colleagues described her as
"among the most prolific members of the depart
ment" and "well-liked for both her diplomatic
skills and her sense of humor."
"Natasha once — or maybe even twice — said,
in her elegantly nuancedaccent with the ever-soslight roll of her 'r's,'I could teachRussian to a rock!'"
said her friend and fellow faculty member M. Jane
Cowles. professor of French."That claim embodies
so much of her distinctive strength and personal
ity. affirming her confidence as a professional, her
practicality andher willingness to work hard.
"Natasha's students not only achieved high
levels of proficiency, but also soaked up lessons
rich In cultural content — along with Natasha's
characteristic 'tough love' — and adored her for
it." Cowles added. "Though often self-effacing.
Natasha helped shape the department and
touched all our lives. We will feel her loss deeply
and keenly for years and years to come."

Natasha was a mainstay of Kenyon's Program in
International Studies."Her Infectious enthusiasm for
Russian films and food and literature helped Inspire
International studies majors to go on to careers that
promote greater understanding of Russia and its
people." said Wendy F. Singer P'14, Roy T. Wortman
Distinguished Professor of History.
An active scholar throughout her career. Natasha
was the author of numerous articles published in
books and professional journals. "I find it difficult not
only emotionally, but even intellectually, to describe
my debt to Professor Olshanskaya," said Assistant
Professor of Russian James H. McGavran III '02,
who was Natasha's student and then her colleague.
"At the very least I owe her my career, and in more
ways than one. She taught me Russian, all but forced
me to apply to graduate school and supportedme
tirelessly with advice and letters of recommendation
through several years on the academic job market.
She did all this with warmth, love and affection
tempered occasionally, and appropriately, withexas
peration and admonition — a proprietary blend with
which many of her students are no doubt familiar."
Natasha Is survived by her husband. Don A.
Monson. who retired from William and Mary as a
professor of French and now holds an affiliated
scholar appointment in the College's Department
of Modern Languages andLiteratures: a daughter,
Ksenla M. Sokolyanskaya '04. from her earlier
marriage to Mark G. Sokolyansky; and a brother,
Aleksandr "Sasha" Olshansky.
Memorial contributionsmay be made to the
Natalia Olshanskaya Scholarship inRussian Studies
in care of the Office of Development, 105 Chase
Ave., Gambler. Ohio 43022-9623, or online at
glft.kenyon.edu.
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IN MEMORIAM
As he came to know the College and its
people, an old dream about earning a
bachelor's returned to him.
Paul enrolled at Kenyon as a transfer
student, pursuing a degree in a synoptic
major titled "Humane Studies; History
and Politics." He graduated at 63, magna
cum laude, with highest honors in his
major, one year after his son.
In an interview conducted by Miekc
H. Botnann 77 and published in a 1994
issue of the Bulletin, Paul observed.
"Half the graduating population has
been lamenting the fact that they don't
have a job, while I'm lamenting the fact
that I have to go back to one."
Paul remained active as a College
volunteer after earning his degree. He
was a former member of the Alumni
Council, serving from 1996 to 1999, and
a former regional association officer.
Paul is survived by his wife, Nedda
Low; two daughters, Lori Low and
Marcia Low; a son. Paul M. Low Jr. *93;
and three grandchildren.
Mitchell M. Haas '00. on Sept. 12,2009.
He was 31 and last known to be living
in Berlin.
Mitchell grew up in New York City.
He majored in philosophy, with a minor
in sociology. Mitchell later t<x>k up grad
uate work at the City University of New
York. He had been employed as a writer,
a political analyst and a consultant.
Mitchell had been married to Karen
E. Danis '02, although the couple had
divorced some years ago. He is survived
by his mother, Carol Meade Haas.
Candice M. Jones '00. on March 8.2013.
She was 35 and a resident of Cleveland.
Gurpaul S. Narula '06. on March 16,
2012. A native of New Jersey, he majored
in English at Kenyon and participated
in Circle K and Two-Drink Minimum,
a group of student comedians. I Ie is
survived by his mother, Satwant Narula.
Donald E. Boyd, on Oct. 3,2015.1 Ie was 81
and a resident of Mount Vernon, Ohio.
Don was a member of Kenyon's
studio art faculty from 1966-72 and
later taught at Mount Vernon Nazarcnc,
Muskingum and South Dakota State
universities as well as at the University
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of South Dakota. He served as director
of Fluxus West, an artists' group, from
1975-2015.
Don is survived by his wife of 16
years, Karen Boyd; two daughters.
Laura Robertson-Boyd and Beth Boyd
Rainey; two sons, Jonathan Boyd and
Bentley Boyd, advancement communi
cations director at Kenyon; and eight
grandchildren. Memorial contributions
may be made to Memory Keepers, for
Don's Alzheimer's Walk, in care of the
Alzheimer's Association's office at 2500
North Reynolds Road, Toledo, Ohio
43615-0708.
Florence "Toby" Sells Lord, longtime
administrative assistant to Kenyon's
Department of Art and Art History, on
Jan. 24,2016. She was %.
Born in Pennsylvania. Florence
Pauline Sells grew up there and in
Duluth, Minnesota. She was a 1941
graduate of Allegheny College.
Toby joined Kenyon in September
1969 as a secretary in the Office of
Admissions. She served as secretary to
the dean of student development for
and secretary to the vice president of
the College before beginning the longest
portion of her Kenyon career, as admin
istrative assistant to the Department
of Art and Art History, in 1977. Toby
was also coordinator of the art gallery,
located in Colburn I lall before becom
ing Olin Art Gallery in 1986,
Toby retired from Kenyon in Jan.
1989 and began a career in real estate. She
also continued her longtime involvement
in the activities of the local community.
Toby is survived by her daughters,
Rebecca Lord Simpson '73. Katharine
Lord Fannin and Martha Lord TYese;
and five grandchildren.
Memorial contributions may be
made to a charity of the donor's choice.
Marjorie Woodward Walcutt H'84,
Kenyon's registrar from the late 1960s
into the mid-1980s, on Sept. 25,2015.
She was 99.
Marjorie Anna Youtz was bom and
raised in Louisville, Ohio. After marry
ing and working as an administrative
assistant for her husband for several
years, she came to Kenyon in 1961. She
served as a secretary to the director of
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scholarships and student aid before
moving to the Office of the Registrar.
At Marjories retirement. Kenyon
awarded her an honorary master of civil
laws degree in recognition of her excep
tional work for the College.
In her retirement years, Marjorie
was an avid bridge player and a longtime
member of Eastern Star and the First
Presbyterian Church of Mount Vernon.
In her mid-SOs. she took flying lessons.
Marjorie is survived by her second
husband. Robert Walcutt; a son. Marc
Woodward; three stepdaughters, Ruth
Bright, Martha Wildi and Mary Sells;
a stepson, Charles Walcutt; three
grandchildren; five step-grandchildren;
three great-grandchildren; and a
step-great-grandchild.
Marjorie's first husband, Royce C).
Woodward, died during her tenure as
registrar. Marjorie also was predeceased
by her daughter, Dawn Gotoh-Stevens;
her sister, Charlotte Pohner; and her
brother, Arthur Youtz.
Memorial contributions may be
made to a charity of the donor's choice.
Daniel P. Younger, a former member of
the Kenyon administration and faculty,
on Jan. 18,2016. He was 62.
"Dan was one of the finest and
dearest people I have ever encountered
in my life," said Simone Dubrovic, an
associate professor of Italian at the
College. "His gentleness, generosity and
sweetness were beyond what words can
express, and they will accompany me
forever. Dan was an artist himself: his
photographs show the pureness of his
gaze, able to catch the profound poetry
concealed behind the apparent triteness
of our ordinary life."
Dan was born in Columbus, Ohio,
and grew up in Montclair, New Jersey.
He graduated in 1976 from the College
of Wooster and earned a master of fine
arts in museum studies and photo
graphic history in 1980 from the State
University of New York's Visual Arts
Workshop in Rochester.
An accomplished photographer, with
works in numerous private and public
collections, and a published scholar. Dan
served as director of the Olin Art Gallery
in Olin Library from 1997 through the
gallery's closing in May 2011. Dan taught
in the College's Department of Art and
Art History as an adjunct and visiting
assistant professor of art history. His
course offerings focused on his special
interests and expertise in museums
and the history of photography. He also
was assistant director of the Kenyon in *

Rome and Florence Program in 2006,
interim curator of the College's image
resources in 2002, and an affiliated
scholar in art history.
"I)an had the most elegant sense
of design in anything he did—from
his photographs to the exhibitions he
curatcd," said Professor of Art History
Eugene J. Dwyer, a colleague and friend.
"He was meticulous in the presentation
of his own art and in the works of other
artists. The exhibited work was perfectly
mounted, perfectly aligned. Under
Dan's supervision, the Olin Art Gallery
became a work of art in itself.
Dan's many interests included
antique children's books, of which he
was both a collector and a seller. He was
an avid bicyclist and an enthusiastic
amateur astronomer. His most recent
photographic project was a scries of
images depicting Knox County farm life.
Prior to his affiliation with Kenyon,
Dan served for a year as director of the
museum of the Knox County Historical
Society in Mount Vernon. He had previ
ously been the editor from 1987 to 1993
of VIEWS: The Journal of Photography
in New England, published by Boston
University's Photographic Resource
Center, where he also served as director
of publications. He previously worked
as a librarian at Boston University's
Aaron Siskind Library and as an
assistant cataloguer at the International
Museum of Photography at the George
Eastman I louse in Rochester.
"I had known Dan, and many of his
closest friends, since we first stepped
on campus at the College of Wooster
in the fall of 1971," said JefFSwarts,
recently retired from Kenyon's Library
and Information Services staff. "Dan
was a gentleman in the best sense of the
word, not because he wasn't strong—he
was—but because he practiced finding
the good in others.
"What I will miss most about Dan is
his wry sense of humor," Swarts contin
ued. "I le found joy in the little things in
life. You knew you had missed a good
one when lie stopped, with a grin, and
watched to see if you'd gotten 'it.'"
Dan is survived by his wife, Melissa
Dabakis, a longtime professor of art
history at Kenyon, and a brother. David
Younger. Memorial contributions may
be made to the National Pancreatic
Cancer Foundation in Longmont,
Colorado, or to the Pancreatic Cancer
Research Fund at the James Cancer
Hospital (fund number 301352, at
cancer.osu.edu/giving-back/ways-todonatc) in Columbus, Ohio.

ALUMNI NEWs
Celebrating 30 years of Adelante
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Alumni are invited to return for a weekend of festivities.
Adelante will celebrate 30 years of cultural engage
ment with a weekend of festivities in September.
All alumni are invited and encouraged to return to
campus for the celebration, which takes place
Sept. 15-18.
The group, which is named for the Spanish word
for "move forward," was established in 1986 to
support Latin American and Latino/a students on
campus and to engage the larger Kenyon community
in understanding the cultural, political and social
makeup of these groups.
"I've had the honor of serving as Adelante's faculty
advisor for nearly the entire decade that I've been
at Kenyon College," said Associate Provost Ivonne
Garcia. "The smart, engaged and hardworking

:

students in Adelante are among the very best I've
worked with."
Highlights for the Adelante celebration include
the Hispanic Heritage Month Flag Ceremony and
Opening; a reception at Cromwell Cottage, hosted
by President Sean Decatur, a bilingual reading
at the Kenyon College Bookstore; Fiesta with DJ
Danny; discussion panels; and an anniversary dinner,
honoring Professor Juan DcPascuale P'lf>, Adelantes
faculty founder.
Online registration for the Adelante celebration
is open at alumni.kcnyon.edu. For more informa
tion, please contact Chris Kennedy, associate dean
of students and director of the Office of Diversity,
Equity and Inclusion, at kennerlyc@kenyon.edu.

MIKE HEIUY

Back home again
Alumni attending the 2016 Post-50th Reunion,
April 13-15. Included (top) Will Reed *60 P'91
and John Wells '61; (middle) John Symons '61.
Dave Gury '60 P'89, Darr Briggs '51,
Richard Schori *60,Perry Pascarella '56.
George Hallock '56 and Robert Riker '61;
(bottom) Norman Hane '61, Cecil Criss '56,
Chris Schoenleb '56 P'79 '87. Phil Currier '56 P'82
and Bob Knott '61 P'97.

LESSONS LEARNED
"I wish I'd known that becoming
'big' is a process —that life is a
marathon, not a race.
I wish I'd known that other people don't
'let you' enter a profession — you decide
what you're going to be. Somebody's
going to do it; why shouldn't it be you?
I wish I'd known not to move back home
after graduation, because living with
your parents will feel like treading water.
I wish I'd known to be happy with the
body God gave me and to introduce
myself to people. I wish I'd known to
go to my friends' weddings even when
I couldn't afford to. It wasn't until my
friend got cancer that I realized that I
couldn't let years pass between visits.
I wish I'd known to make time for my
parents. Because they had always been
there, I assumed they'd always be there."

Special Reunions
Fall 2016 bringsgatherings of alumni of the
Archon Society, Exeter Program and football team.
Archon Society Reunion
Archon Society alumni will gather on campus
September 16-17. The Archons, a co-ed Greek
organization, seek to bridge the gap between the
Kenyon and Knox County communities through
outreach and community service.
A reception for returning alumni with students
will be held Friday night. On Saturday morning,
service work will be performed at the Brown Family
Environmental Center followed by a BBQ lunch and
BFEC tour. Additional volunteer opportunities will
be available at the BFEC in the afternoon. A celebra
tory dinner will be held Saturday night.
For more information about the celebration, or
to register, visit alumni.kenyon.edu.

Exeter Program Reunion in
New York City
Kenyon College will celebrate the Exeter studyabroad programs 40th anniversary in conjunction
with the University of Exeter's Diamond Jubilee
60th anniversary celebration this fall. An event will
be held in New York City on Monday, Oct. 17, at 6
p.m. President Decatur will welcome a delegation
from Exeter, including the university's vice chancel
lor, Sir Steve Smith. Reservations can be made at
alumni.kcnyon.edu.
Football Reunion at the Oberlin game
Football alumni are invited to gather for a reunion
during the home game versus Oberlin on Saturday,
Sept. 10. Coach Chris Monhletto and the Kenyon
Lords will celebrate at a pre-game luncheon with
alumni and the players' families. Alumni will also
have an opportunity to sit in on the Friday after
noon team meeting. RSVP at alumni.kenyon.edu.

-WENDY MACLEOD '81 P'15'17, professor of
drama, in her opening remarks to the Class of
2016 at the alumni welcome dinner in February.
Sfirinjf/Summer 2016
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"Untitled," charcoal pencils, charcoal pastels by Addison Wagner '18

"I liked things better when I didn't understand them." — Bill Watterson '80H'90
I love the experience of being inside a dream because you never try to make
sense of the peculiar things that are unfolding around you. You could be in
an unrecognizable environment surrounded by people and objects that aren't
compatible, but you roll with it nonetheless. Logic never shatters the illusion.
There's something to he said about resigning yourself to the strangeness of things.
Only then can you appreciate the world for its many complexities and mysteries
and accept that some questions come without answers. — Addison Warner '18

TRUSTEES OF
KENYON COLLEGE
The Rt. Rev. Thomas E. Brcidenthal
Mary Elizabeth Bunzcl P'06
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Jeffrey C. Moritz '86
Roger Novak '70
James F. Parker '81 P'10
Alan E. Rothcnbcrg '67 H'10 P'96
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Deborah Ratner Salzbcrg P'09
Barry F. Schwartz 70 H'15
William T. Spitz P'08
L'Quentus Thomas
Christopher P. Toft '89
Geraldine Coleman Tucker '74
Jennifer Rudolph Walsh '89 H'12
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Bruce D. White
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James D. Cox '60 H'97
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John B. McCoy H'94
James C. Niederman '46 H'81 P76
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Thomas R. Sant '65 H'13
David D. Taft '60 H'OO
Richard L. Thomas '53 H72 P'81
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Visit Kenyon online
For up-to-date information on
events at the College, visit the
Kenyon website at kenyon.edu.
The Kenyon College Alumni
Bulletin is published three times
yearly by Kenyon Colleges Office
of Communications for alumni,
students, parents and friends.
Postmaster: Please send all address
changes, including ZIP codes, with
the present label to Alumni and
Parent Engagement, 101 Chase Ave.,
Gambier, Ohio 43022-9623.
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A Bright Future
Maria Zarka '16 made a splash at Commencement by
sporting colorful leis over her gown. The most decorated
diver in Kenyon history. Zarka. of Kaneohe. Hawaii, was
an eight-time Ail-American, a four-time NCAA national
champion and the 2014 NCAA Division III Diver of the Year.
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