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Student Council
Approves Castaway
LILI MARTINEZ
After Student Council conditionally approved the event
known as “Castaway” last
week in an emergency meeting, members of the planning
subcommittee had four days to
meet Student Council’s many
requirements. Fortunately for
the planners and those students bemoaning the fate of a
traditional Saturday Sendoff,
the subcommittee’s efforts succeeded last Sunday, April 22,
when Student Council formally approved Castaway.
The subcommittee, comprised of Tommy Brown ’13,
Owen Bitas ’12, Donald Deer
’12, Charlie Fine ’12 and Ryan
Liegner ’13, has been planning
Castaway since Social Board
announced Sendoff’s date
change in early February. “The
work that Ryan in particular
has put into this is impressive,”
Student Council Communications Director Jon Green
’14 said. “A lot of people didn’t
think he could do it, and he was
just determined to get it done
… as soon as he found out the
date was being changed. He

was pretty committed to make
sure something was happening
on Saturday.”
The Castaway event, an allday cookout on South Quad,
will occur on Saturday, April
28 and last approximately six
hours, from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m.
It will feature an AVI-catered brunch from 9:00 a.m. to
1:00 p.m., free food cooked by
volunteers between 1:00 p.m.
and 4:00 p.m. and a separate
fenced-in area on South Quad,
open between 11:00 a.m. and
5:00 p.m. The menu for the
day consists of hand-held items
to reduce waste: quesadillas,
wraps, pizzas, ice cream, sandwiches and hot dogs.
Subcommittee members
presented their original proposal for Castaway to the Business and Finance Committee
(BFC) and Student Council
in separate meetings last week.
While the BFC immediately
approved their budget, Student
Council gave the subcommittee a list of more than eight
contingencies to resolve besee CASTAWAY, page 2

Separate Board to Oversee Gund Gallery
ERIN MERSHON and
AUGUST STEIGMEYER
The Board of Trustees voted last weekend to separate the
Graham Gund Gallery from
the College in a move that will
give the Gallery its own Board
of Trustees, much like The Kenyon Review and the Philander
Chase Corporation.
The move has been in the
works for a while, but studio art
and art history faculty members who helped plan the Gallery were not notified. The lack
of communication speaks to
other tensions the Gallery has
had to work through with faculty over the course of its first
year at Kenyon.
Once paperwork is filed and
approved by the Internal Revenue Service, the Gallery will
gain 501(c)(3) status as a taxexempt nonprofit corporation,
making donations to the Gallery tax-deductible. The Gallery
staff will still be employees of
the College, and many of the
operating costs of the Gallery
will come from Kenyon’s general budget.
“[The new legal status] sets
us up to be more responsible in
a number of ways,” Gund Gallery Director Natalie Marsh

DAVID HOYT

The Gund Gallery will become a non-profit organization with an endowment separate from the
College.
said. “… As we go into a collecting mode, [we will have] a
separate, very specialized Board
over the Gallery that would answer in a kind of liaison-ship to
the Board of Trustees for the
College.”
Those serving on the Gallery’s Board will be more familiar with the legal, ethical and
financial issues related to developing an art collection, she said.
President S. Georgia Nu-

Birth Control Policy Raises Debate
LILI MARTINEZ

Though Kenyon’s current insurance plan does not cover students’
birth control, the new healthcare
law may encourage a change.
President Barack Obama’s Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act (PPACA), if passed, will
soon require all colleges to include
birth control as a covered entity in
their health plans. PPACA, however, includes an exemption for selffunded insurance providers like Kenyon.
Because the College’s existing
policy does not cover birth control
or any other prescription medications, Kenyon’s coverage may seem
inadequate. But it is based on the
assumption that most Kenyon students arrive at the College already
covered by a parent’s policy. The
policy covers unlimited visits to the
Health Center and all fees, lab work

and X-rays.
Self-funded institutions are only
required to comply with some of
PPACA’s rulings, but the College
is in discussions with its insurance
provider to decide what, if any, policies to implement, according to Director of Health Services Kim Cullers.
The fact that the Health Center
does not cover birth control could
be a problem for a small portion of
the Kenyon population, according
to Cullers. Though many students
already have birth control coverage through their parents’ policies,
some students are not covered or
wish to remain separate from their
parents. “How about the female
student that doesn’t want her parents to know she’s starting birth
control?” Cullers said. “What are
her options, because she probably
would have full coverage under her
parents’ policy, but if they want to

get [birth control] without their
parents knowing, then they would
either have to get it through us or
pay cash for it.”
The act also calls Kenyon’s barebones policy into question, since
most students take advantage of
the Health Center more than their
home insurance plans. If the PPACA goes into effect, it will mandate
more fully covered benefits than
ever before — gynecological testing, free STD (sexually transmitted
disease) testing, physicals and more.
But these services would only be
available through a student’s home
insurance plan, meaning he or she
would have to be at home to take
advantage of them.
In addition, adapting Kenyon’s
policy to follow the PPACA would
increase the existing cost for health
services. Currently, students pay a
see WOMEN, page 3

gent, who has worked with
Marsh and Provost Nayef Samhat to oversee the proposal,
was quick to point out that the
move does not disconnect the
Gallery from the College.
“I think there’s a real
misperception that somehow
this spins off the Gallery as a
separate entity. It does not,” she
said. “This particular legal form
establishes a corporation, but
the corporation, in legal terms,

has a sole member — and the
sole member is the College.”
The move aims primarily
to establish a separate Board of
Trustees with more interest in
art and gallery management,
Nugent said.
Ultimately, the Gallery will
still be governed by the College’s Board of Trustees.
“A gallery having a semi-indesee GALLERY, page 13

Trustees Okay New Health
Center, Middle Path Renovations
MARIKA GARLAND
Kenyon will add another summer program to its list of over 40,
after the Board of Trustees approved plans to start an adult-education program at its spring meeting last weekend. The trustees also
approved initiatives to build a new
Health Center, move forward with
Middle Path renovations and begin
a study of Kenyon’s athletics. The
discussion represented the culmination of years of preparation from
the Student Affairs and Buildings
and Ground staffs.
The College is modeling its new
summer program, called the Kenyon Institute, after existing Kenyon Review writing classes. “If this
works out as we hope, … in the
summer ... Kenyon would become
a kind of cultural center,” President

IN THIS ISSUE

S. Georgia Nugent said.
Vice President for College Relations Sarah Kahrl is heading preparations for the Kenyon Institute,
which will focus on week-long writing courses for adults in a variety
of fields, starting with playwriting,
writing for the arts and science and
medical writing. Ohio high school
teachers will also have the opportunity to take classes that prepare
them to work with the Kenyon Academic Partnership (KAP). “Kenyon is investigating the best way to
leverage its great historic strengths
— writing and teaching — in summer programming … that would
bring new audiences and support
to the College,” Kahrl said in an
email.
Kenyon faculty, as well as a few
see MEETING, page 3
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studio art building.

Kenyon pets help students de-stress before finals.
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championships.
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Sunday, April 22
Student Life Committee completed its student organization approvals. The
committee approved one new group: men’s club soccer.
Senior Class Committee announced its plans for Senior Week.
Junior Class Committee will reschedule a rain date for its barbecue.
Housing and Residential Life did not place any students in summer housing.
The College Council gave Campus Senate suggestions for the Sexual Misconduct
Policy. Its main suggestion was improved concision.
Sophomore Class Committee is still selling T-shirts. Its interactive map of abroad
students should be available online at the beginning of next year.
Academic Affairs plans to make the plagiarism policy more forgiving to first years
that unintentionally commit plagiarism. Under the proposed policy, first years
who unintentionally commit plagiarism would meet with Associate Provost Ric
Sheffield. By their senior year, their records could be expunged.
First-Year Council will host a Hunger Games-themed trivia night on Wednesday
in Gund Commons.
Student Council appointed Jen Vihon ’13 as Senior Class Representative to
Student Council.
The Business and Finance Committee (BFC) proposed its budget for next
semester.
• Model United Nations and Environmental Campus Organization (ECO)
missed the meeting and thus did not receive funding.
• ADELANTE (Asociacion de Estudiantes Latino Americanos y de Naciones
Tropicales Exoticas) did not receive most of what members requested because
they asked for two semesters’ worth of funding and had unclear event plans.
The BFC wants them to return next year and request itemized budgets for specific events.
• The BFC approved the budget request for Brave Potato on stipulations that it
clarify its group status.
Student Council approved three students for positions on the Student Conduct
Review Board. There were six positions open and Director of the Office of Student
Rights & Responsibilities Sam Hughes will try to fill the openings in the fall.
Student Council voted to approve the budget for Castaway.
• Currently no alcohol limit has been set, but Dean of Students Hank Toutain
encouraged Student Council to keep track of the alcohol admitted into the enclosed area per person, per hour to avoid liability issues.
• Per Student Council request, the subcommittee presented a clear address
of legal liability and responsibilities. Part of this outline included the statements:
“If Student Council is found responsible for running afoul of College rules and
regulations in conducting the Saturday event, the conduct administrator or
board would likely issue one or more sanctions (such as warnings, fines, restrictions, probationary status or loss of privilege) from the College” and “If it becomes clear that the event is not conforming to College rules and regulations or
is becoming unsafe in any way, we will slow down and end the event with the help
of Campus Safety.”
• In the event that the alcoholic event on South Quad is shut down, Student
Council’s food event will continue.
• Campus Safety also addressed the possibility of underground drinking in
residents’ rooms in the event that Castaway is shut down. In that situation, Safety will rely on students taking responsibility for their friends and calling Safety
if necessary.
• The subcommittee has not and will not create a contract with its volunteers,
which Student Council previously requested. The subcommittee argued that
other events do not require volunteers to sign contracts, even if the contract just
stipulates sobriety.
• The cold-cuts will be kept in coolers to avoid food poisoning, but the other
items on the menu are not likely to cause food poisoning. Additionally, volunteers serving food will wear gloves.
• In the event of inclement weather, Maintenance and Social Board will provide
canopies. Food will be served as long as people attend the event.
• The BFC is making an exception to its bylaws because the subcommittee
presented a compelling case that included the following components:
• Castaway is a unique event in that it affects the entire student body and
carries on the tradition of a Saturday afternoon event.
• It decreases the incentive to skip class on Friday, promoting Kenyon’s
academic attitude, and provides an environment that monitors safe
drinking.
• The combined Summer Sendoff and Castaway events will not be held
in the same way next year because the BFC will only release funds for a
Saturday event in the future.
— Grace Hitzeman
PAID ADVERTISEMENT

Richardson’s Greenhouse
8471 Twp. Rd. 459
Loundonville, OH 44842
(419) 994-3740
www.RichardsonGreenhouse.com

THURSDAY, APRIL 26, 2012

Castaway: Administration,
Students Optimistic
continued from page 1

meeting, which took place last Sunday, April 22.
“We had a general idea during the emergency
meeting what [Castaway] would look like, [but]
we needed more details. I was really impressed
with the level of detail that was provided,” Green
said.
Student Council President Ryan MotevalliOliner ’12 said everyone was satisfied with the
subcommittee’s response to Student Council’s
requests. “They did everything to our satisfaction.
They got a lot more stuff than we asked for,” he
said. “As long as everyone understands Student
Council … and those attending the event follow
College policy and make sure that everything
goes well … it’ll be successful.”
Subcommittee members, other members of
Student Council and members of the administration seemed optimistic after Sunday’s meeting. “It’s a big event; a lot of logistical planning has
to go into it,” Brown said. “A lot of the concerns
[Student Council] raised I think were important
to get resolved before the event started. Where it
stands right now, I’m really excited about it.”
Dean of Students Hank Toutain said he, too,
was optimistic about Castaway. “My hope is that
their considerable efforts will result in success and
that students across campus will appreciate all the
time and energy expended on their behalf,” he
said in an email.
Like last year, students who wish to drink at
Castaway will do so inside the fenced area monitored both by an outside security company and
by Campus Safety officers. Initially, students on
the Castaway subcommittee planned to set up the
food preparation area inside the fence, but during last week’s emergency meeting, many Student
Council members expressed concern about the
BFC bylaw prohibiting the funding of alcoholic
events. In response, the subcommittee moved the
food area just outside the fence, south of Leonard
Hall.
Green said keeping the food inside the fence
posed too much trouble. “If it’s in the fenced-in
area, doesn’t that make the food tables an alcoholic event?” he said. “We thought … better safe
than sorry. Put [the grills] outside the fence so
there is a clear separation between the events, because [the event inside the fence] is not officially
non-alcoholic.”
Student volunteers pulled from Greek organizations, People Endorsing Agrarian Sustainability
(PEAS) and Kenyon Student Athletes (KSA) will
join most members of Student Council to staff
the event, acting as floaters to monitor safety, a
cleanup crew and cooks and servers in the cooking area. “All sources indicate that we have an overabundance [of volunteers],” Liegner said. “We’re
pretty confident with our numbers.”
Getting enough volunteers was only one of the
conditions Student Council imposed on Liegner
and the rest of the committee last Wednesday.
Students and members of the administration were
also concerned about the lack of a “shut-down
plan” — what will happen to Castaway if Safety
records too many underage drinking violations
and forces the event to close down, for example?
Liegner, who has been working closely with
Director of Campus Safety Bob Hooper and the
rest of the Safety officers, met with Hooper after
the meeting to work out a plan. “Like any event on
campus where alcohol is present, [Safety] is going
to have a presence,” Liegner said. “They’re going to
be making sure that policy is being enforced and
that students are safe; that we’re not having people

who shouldn’t be there.” Liegner explained that
Safety is primarily worried about alcohol poisoning and vandalism rather than individual cases of
underage drinking. Hooper was worried “about a
lot of hard alcohol being brought into the area, so
I guess that’s one big flag,” Liegner said. “The other
thing he talked to me about was general control of
the event. As long as it stays relaxed and safe, then
it should continue to its completion.”
Hooper said he was satisfied with the subcommittee’s commitment and cooperation with
Campus Safety. “We expressed our concerns
[to the subcommittee] that it couldn’t be just a
free-for-all day, that it needed to stay within the
boundaries of College policy; and they were absolutely in agreement with that,” he said. But “people that are underage are probably going to drink.
We’ll confront it as we see it, and they’re going to
confront it as they see it.”
Members of the subcommittee emphasized
that having Castaway on Saturday gives the official Sendoff, which will happen on Friday, a different feel. Rather than limiting the South Quad
communal festival to just a few hours on Friday
afternoon, students will have the opportunity to
spend a whole day South, as in Sendoffs past. “I
also think one of the nicest things about Sendoff was that it was a full-day event,” Brown said.
“[Everyone] was … in one spot, plopped down in
South Quad having a good time. It’s a nice opportunity to all hang out at once before the flurry
of finals. If it had been on Friday, it [would] really
restrict it.”
Having an event on Saturday also lessens the
possibility that students will skip class on Friday,
Brown said. “Because it’s going to be in a much
more restricted period of time, people were worried about binge drinking, things like that,” he
said. “There’s a mentality on campus that Saturday is when Sendoff really is, so there was some
worry that if there wasn’t some sort of coordinated event, that it would push into the dorms.”
Despite a long and arduous planning process,
Castaway is set to happen on Saturday without a
hitch — although weather forecasts for the day
look bleak, with a high of 45 and rain expected.
Liegner, Motevalli-Oliner and the rest of the subcommittee members and Student Council, however, are all optimistic. “I think that really speaks
to the actively engaged student leaders really realizing that this is something that people wanted,
this is something the community can really benefit from, and making it happen,” Brown said. “It
speaks a lot to the active role the Student Council
plays in the concerns that it has for the student
body.”
Liegner and fellow subcommittee member
Fine acknowledged the efforts of the administration in planning Castaway. “We’d like to express
our gratitude to all of the administrators and
other students who really helped to pull this thing
together and really committed themselves to the
policy,” Fine said. “We couldn’t have done it without them.”
Students planned Castaway to provide an activity on Saturday that resembles the “traditional”
Sendoff, and they hope Castaway will fill the gap.
“From the way the proposal looks, we can see a
Sendoff that looks pretty normal by Kenyon standards,” Green said. “And that says a lot about what
students can do if there’s a need.”
Brown agreed. “It’s just going to be another
great opportunity for the campus to take a collective deep breath before diving into finals. It’s
going to be a great opportunity to say a great big
farewell.”

Correction
The article “Building a Team: Division III Recruiting in Rural Ohio” (April 19, 2012) misstated Associate Director of Admissions B. Noble Jones’ last name.
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Meeting: Trustees Approve Redesign, Farm Purchase
trustees, will teach the
courses. The College hopes
to open the Kenyon Institute
for the summer of 2013 and
is still working out tuition
costs for attendees. “The
trustees very enthusiastically
unanimously accepted the
plan to go forward,” Nugent
said.
Ten years of studying
the Health and Counseling
Center also came to a head
this weekend. “It’s just not
up to the standards of the facility that’s the best for students,” Nugent said.
To address this problem,
the trustees approved preliminary plans to build a new
Health Center. “We have not
yet finalized the site, and so
we have not yet finalized the
design, but the feel was we
really want to get this built,”
Nugent said. She hopes the
design will be ready by the
beginning of the next school
year so that the trustees can
authorize the building’s
construction at their Octo-

“

“

continued from page 1

If this works out as we hope, ... in the
summer ... Kenyon would become a
kind of cultural center.
President S. Georgia Nugent

ber meeting. “My guess is it
wouldn’t take more than a
year to build,” Nugent said.
The
Buildings
and
Grounds Committee of the
Board devoted its time to a
presentation from a landscape architect who is working to develop a landscaping
master plan for the College
that will include renovations to Middle Path. The
architects “really went into
the archives,” Nugent said.
“… They have been just really sensitive to the history,
symbolism [and] meaning of
Middle Path to everybody at
Kenyon.”
The architects have proposed changes to Middle
Path that would include six
inches of a stable material
under four inches of gravel.

“They’re working to really
perfect … [matching] the
gravel to the current gravel
on Middle Path,” Nugent
said. The new surface will
maintain the “crunchy feel
we have of Middle Path, but
it’s stable enough [to be] accessible to wheelchairs.”
If all goes according to
plan, the College will test
these changes this summer
on a small portion of Middle
Path that forks off to the side
of Old Kenyon, according
to Nugent. Then, if the new
surface is able to weather
all four seasons, the rest of
Middle Path will likely see
these changes the following
summer.
The Building and Grounds
Committee discussed the
College’s acquisition of a

nearby farm on Zion Road as
well. The trustees were “very
supportive” of the decision
and excited for the students
who would eventually live
there, Nugent said.
Dean of Students Hank
Toutain and Nugent also
proposed a study of athletics at Kenyon. “The objective
here is really to get a clearer
sense of the sort of consensus
about the role of athletics at
Kenyon and a clear direction
for how we want to integrate
that into the whole educational program,” Nugent
said.
A committee of trustees,
faculty, students, staff members, alumni and parents will
conduct the study, which
will include interviews of
people across the Kenyon
community.
The College plans to have
the committee membership
established within the next
couple of weeks, and the
study may take up to two
years to complete, Nugent
said. “There is a lot of research to carry out.”

HIGHLIGHTS
The College’s new Kenyon
Institute will offer summer writing
courses for adults.
The trustees approved the
purchase of a nearby farm,
where students will soon live
and work.
Over the next two years, Kenyon’s community will engage in a
study of athletics and their larger
role on campus.
Landscape architects have
completed a master plan for
the campus that will include
renovations to Middle Path.
The College is moving forward
with plans to design a new
Health and Counseling Center.

Department to Offer
Women: Forum Tackles ‘War
Chemistry Minor in Fall on Women,’ Prescription Policy
DAVID HOYT
Shakespeare devotees who also love
the lab can finally create the educational
program of their dreams with the newlyannounced chemistry minor.
Introducing a minor “is something
we have been discussing for a long time,”
Chemistry Department Chair Mo
Hunsen said, noting that other Kenyon
science departments have offered minors
for several years. Because many students
take “a decent amount of upper-level
classes” in chemistry, Hunsen said the
department “wanted to recognize that
and encourage that.”
Offering the minor should provide
benefits both to students and to the department, Hunsen said. “In this time
and age, something that can beef up the
resume is a great thing in the job market,” Hunsen said. “I think indicating
in … [a student’s] degree that they have
a minor in chemistry … will help them
when they look for a job.”
Hunsen also expects the new chemistry minors to diversify the department’s
upper-level classes, which currently consist of mostly chemistry majors.
While the chemistry major requires
6.0 units of credit, the new chemistry
minor will require 2.5 units. Requirements include completion of an introductory chemistry course, two introductory laboratory classes, an advanced
seminar and two 200- or 300-level lectures selected from an approved list. Alternatively, additional seminar sections
can be substituted for these lectures. The
minor will officially be implemented
next semester and available to members
of the Class of 2013.
Hunsen said the new minor has
garnered “a decent amount of interest”
already. “We don’t know how many stu-

dents will decide to minor in chemistry,”
he said. “Maybe five, maybe eight, maybe
12, but we’ll have to wait and see over the
years how that picks up.”
Jacob Williams ’14, a pre-med math
major who plans to declare the chemistry minor, sees the minor as an added
incentive. “It will just be really helpful to
take the extra classes, and I don’t know
if I would be necessarily as persuaded
to just take a 400-level seminar if they
didn’t have the minor,” he said.
Hunsen expects that many students
who declare the minor will be pre-med,
and Williams noted that pre-med’s
chemistry requirements nearly fulfill the
minor requirements anyway. Hunsen
also hopes to draw students from many
diverse majors. For psychology majors,
“being able to show they minored in
chemistry will open up doors later on.
… Showing that they have strong experimental background in the sciences will
make them more visible,” he said.
“I haven’t done much research in
math; I’ve done more research in chem,”
Williams said. “But I don’t have any degree in chem, even though I’ve done a lot
of research in it, so having a chem minor
at least demonstrates some degree of proficiency in chemistry. So if I’m looking
for a research opportunity in chemistry,
having a minor could be helpful.”
“In the past, we have had English
majors — some of them definitely premeds — taking significant amounts
of chemistry,” Hunsen said. “You’re an
English major with a chemistry minor
[is a] different story versus you’re an English major. You could be a science writer,
for example. … Especially when it comes
to English, anthropology, things like
that, it seems far away from the sciences,
but I think having a chemistry minor …
brings the two together.”

continued from page 1

mandatory flat fee of $635 per semester for a basic insurance plan,
which covers unlimited visits to
the Health Center and some services for women including routine
exams, Pap tests and STD screening. International students who do
not have an alternate plan in the
U.S. also purchase a second plan
at an additional $163 per semester that covers more specific health
problems, but students who are
covered under their parents’ plans
DAVID HOYT
can opt out of second option by
completing a Medical Plan Waiver Director of Health Services Kim Cullers speaks about changes to national
healthcare policy at last night’s forum in Peirce Pub.
Card.
“If I had it my way, I would and On the Hill.” The discussion of women’s health in public policy.
adapt our policy to the [PPACA] as featured Director of Health Ser- Erler spoke about the historical
much as I could, but I have a feeling vices and Nurse Practitioner Kim and political context of the birth
if I did that it would be very expen- Cullers and Assistant Professor of control debate, while Cullers fosive, and right now the policy is re- Political Science H. Abbie Erler.
cused on the more practical aspect
ally affordable,” Cullers said.
Molly Silverstein ’13, a member of the new policy and how it will
Kenyon may offer fewer ser- of Crozier, said Crozier and the affect Kenyon students.
vices, not more, as a result of the other groups organized the event
The panel drew close to 20 stuPPACA, according to Cullers. partially in response to the current dent audience members who dis“What I see happening as a result political climate and partially in an cussed the contradiction between
of the PPACA is that most females effort to educate Kenyon students, morality and pragmatism, current
will utilize the covered option un- especially women, about their reproductive health legislation in
der their parents’ insurance … and healthcare options.
the U.S. and economic inequality
we may not need to carry any pills
“Obviously U.S. healthcare for between women and men.
in the future, or a very limited sup- women is a huge issue right now,
The discussion brought a poply,” Cullers said in an email. “To and there’s a kind of war on women larizing national issue home to
be honest, I’m not sure much will going on, and I think these are con- Gambier, Silverstein said. “It’s imchange here as a result of the PPA- versations that Kenyon students portant to have smaller-scale disCA.”
don’t have in person a lot of times,” cussions that are about interacting
To address the possible out- Silverstein said. “We thought it and about the realities of the issue
comes of the act’s implementation was important to gear it towards as opposed to just ideological and
here in Gambier, the Crozier Cen- how will these policies affect Ken- political rhetoric,” she said. “It’s a
ter for Women, the Kenyon Demo- yon students, because a lot of peo- hugely political issue, and it’s an iscrats, the Kenyon Republicans and ple don’t know the practical side of sue that will affect all women and
Agora held an informal panel and healthcare.”
men, but in a very particular way in
discussion yesterday, “Women’s
Erler and Cullers provided two terms of sexual health and contraHealth and Politics: In the News separate perspectives on the issue ception.”
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Huang Implements Online Changes, Modernizes Bookstore
MADELEINE THOMPSON

Philander Chase envisioned a bookstore integrated with college life, serving
students in their education.
“Is every young man to be
sent hither and thither for a
book and perhaps be obliged
after all to send to the East
before he can be accommodated?” he said in a letter
written in 1825. “Surely not.
… We must have a bookstore
belonging to the Institution
and the profits if any be applied to the education of pious young men for the ministry.”
Bookstore Manager Jim
Huang, who was hired two
years ago, is the newest addition to the nation’s third
oldest and longest continually-operating independent
bookstore. He is making
Chase’s dream a reality.
In his first two years as

manager, Huang has introduced rental textbooks and
a price-comparison website,
and he plans to offer more
textbook options for students in the future. “What
we’re hoping is that you’ll be
able to walk in, you’ll be able
to look at a shelf and you’ll
see in front of you a new,
used and a rental option,”
Huang said.
Huang also hopes to
continue investigating the
field of digital textbooks.
“There’s so much going on
there, so much that is exciting and appealing,” he said.
Huang prefers physical books, however. “Amazon is aggressively courting
publishers, and they’re trying to get publishers onto
the Kindle platform to sell
only on the Kindle platform,” Huang said. “What
bothers me is the idea that a
book can only be purchased

from one retailer.” Similarly,
many large retailers like Apple refuse to sell small quantities of certain products,
like Mac laptops, to a smallscale bookstore. iPhone and
iPad chargers, however, have
recently been added to the
Bookstore’s technological
offerings, and the first shipment has already sold out.
“It’s hard for us to do the
technology itself; it’s easier
for us to do the accessories,”
Huang said.
Still, Huang hopes to
stock laptop-carrying backpacks and a larger selection
of non-textbooks in the future. “The technology we’ve
been using to run the store
has been complete chaos,”
Huang said. “We’ve been
talking about what we want
to do here, and we’ve got
some big plans for rearranging during the summer.”
Trisha Davidson, who

works at the Bookstore, said
the reorganization Huang
has set in motion will lead to
a much more efficient bookstore. “[Huang] is really in
touch with the students because he has a daughter in
college and a daughter in
high school, so he seems to
know what they’re going to
buy,” Davidson said. “Some
of us are like, ‘Why did he
order that?’ But then it’ll
sell really quickly. We were
shocked when the Harry
Potter stuff he ordered flew
off the shelves.”
Huang hopes to continue
providing students with the
most help in buying textbooks for the lowest prices,
as well as other products,
which range from greeting
cards to bagels. “It wasn’t
long ago that this store was
on the verge of being sold
to Barnes & Noble,” Huang
said. “I would hate to have
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Bookstore Manager Jim Huang was hired two years ago.
that happen. … If the store
is here in five years, I hope
that it’s a lot like what we’re

doing today, because I think
what we offer is valuable to
the community.”

New CDO Director Revamps Kenyon Career Network

ZOLZAYA ERDENEBILEG

Scott Layson, the director
of the Career Development Office (CDO), occupies a room
deep in the underbelly of Gund
Commons. The Gund basement has no windows, no natural light and no fresh breeze. Its
only neighbors are a neglected
study room with a candy dispenser and two spacious restrooms across the hall. For most
students, this environment
might seem depressing enough
to keep them from the CDO.
Within the last year, however, the CDO has engineered
a dramatic spike in traffic to its
offices. In fact, student demand
for appointments at the CDO
has jumped so much that the
Center hired a new assistant director, Karen Sheffield. “There
was one point during our peak
period where we were all … [setting up appointments] with
students a month in on our calendars,” Layson said.
The upturn is due in part
to a newly implemented online
scheduling system, on which
95 percent of appointments are
now scheduled, according to
Layson. The CDO created the
system to help students studying abroad make appointments,
but data shows that students on
campus are the primary users.
Prior to the chan ge, students
could make appointments only
during normal business hours
by visiting or calling the office. Now, students can make
appointments at any time and
from any location.
Every time someone schedules an appointment with him,
Layson receives a notification
email. “It’s interesting how
many of those are coming in at
11:30 p.m. [or] 12:00 a.m. I’ve
had some scheduled around
3:00 a.m.,” Layson said.
Allison Suflita, the associ-
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Scott Layson, the director of the Career Development Office (CDO), meets with a student for a career consult. Since he was
hired last year, Layson has implemented new online appointment systems that have increased student appointments.
ate director of the CDO, also
said online scheduling has been
useful. “[It] allows students to
schedule an appointment with
us when they are thinking
about it, and not giving them a
chance to forget about making
the appointment the next day,”
she said.
A continued push toward
online functionality is part of
Layson’s overall plan for the
CDO. “He has a familiarity
with the latest social-networking issues and is comfortable
with new technology, which
has been a great asset,” Sheffield
said.
Besides online scheduling
and Skype sessions with overseas students, the CDO Facebook page has been active in
posting internship and employment opportunities. Currently,
the Facebook page has 300
“likes” and new opportunities

go up weekly, sometimes even
daily.
Layson also oversees updates to the Kenyon Career
Network (KCN). The KCN
now works not only for students, but also for alumni.
Through the KCN, alumni can
network with each other and
with students and utilize services offered by the CDO. “At
least until I’m thrown out, our
office is going to serve alumni,”
Layson said. Recently, Layson
helped an alumnus from 1997
transition from Tokyo, Japan to
the U.S. The same alumnus later presented Layson with a student internship opportunity.
Support for alumni is one
of the more profound changes
Layson has implemented. After taking over as director, he
changed the mission statement
from what he described as “a
long paragraph full of fluffy

bunnies” to a succinct nineword phrase. The new mission
phrase, “To facilitate the career
success of students and alumni,” explicitly offers the same
services to alumni that were
previously limited to students.
Greater alumni involvement has also played a significant role in the revival of the
externship program. Layson
has sought to make the extern
process easier and more accessible for students. He and the
CDO staff created an “Express
Yes List,” a list of alumni who
have already agreed to be extern
sponsors. Students who approach hosts from the list stand
a greater chance of receiving a
positive response.
Moreover, the CDO staff
also decreased the amount
of steps necessary for an externship. Before the change,
students had to attend three

half-hour appointments. The
combination of a decrease in
prerequisites and the “Express
Yes List” has resulted in 60 externships this year so far. Layson, however, said he would
like to see that number climb
to 100.
The CDO has also sponsored weekly drop-in hours
held in the satellite room in the
Olin Atrium. Whereas before
two to three students would
“drop in,” now about six to nine
come in.
The rack in the CDO that
holds career and educational
brochures is usually replenished
about once a semester, but the
rack in the Olin Atrium is replenished every two weeks.
Before coming to Kenyon
as director of the CDO, Layson
worked in a number of positions, all revolving around career development, but differing

in focus. In Washington state,
he worked in the Work Force
Development program. The effects of welfare reforms passed
under the Clinton administration tainted government
work for him, and he switched
tracks to work in career services
at Seattle University. There, he
found his niche. “A big reason
why I liked it [there] was the direct interaction with students,”
Layson said.
A family move to Ohio
prompted Layson to successfully apply for the Associate Director of the CDO at Kenyon in
2000, but he did not stay long.
He left and briefly worked at
the Co-op and Internship Program at The Ohio State University (OSU) before returning
to government work as a part of
Ohio’s Work Force Development team. While he described
his work there as enjoyable,
Layson found he missed the
interaction with individuals. “I
got to a point where the work I
was doing was completely distant from the people who were
being served by it,” he said.
The purely administrative
aspect of the work and the allure of interaction with students compelled him to apply
for the director position at Kenyon.
Layson humbly describes
himself as “a fairly boring person” and the “King of No” to
his two daughters. But he has
become an essential part of the
CDO.
“Scott brings that best out
in the students as well as in our
staff. There have been lots of
changes here in the CDO, and
they are a direct result of having
Scott as our leader,” Sheffield
said. “Change can be difficult,
but Scott’s humorous, smooth
style makes the whole team,
students and staff, click.”
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Senate Set to Vote on New Sexual Misconduct Policy
ERIC GELLER

The rules and procedures
that govern Kenyon’s approach
to sexual misconduct incidents
will soon undergo revision to fit
new directives from the U.S. Department of Education’s Office
for Civil Rights. This revision
process, which occurs every four
years, will focus on how the policy deals with both consent and
the consequences of misconduct.
Kenyon’s current policy requires verbal consent for every
action in a sexual situation, including any kind of intimate
touching, kissing and so on.
President S. Georgia Nugent acknowledged the shortcomings of
this approach, which the College
adopted in 2000. “There is a way
in which it seems almost impossible to imagine it working in real
life,” she said.
The existing policy also per-

mits mediation of misconduct
complaints across the four recognized categories: sexual harassment, assault, endangering someone’s health and inappropriate or
unwanted touching. As of April
4, 2011, however, after the Office
for Civil Rights issued its “Dear
Colleague” letter, the mediation
described in Kenyon’s policy became illegal. Now, mediation is
permissible only for situations involving sexual harassment.
Samantha Hughes, director
of student rights and responsibilities, said the revision process began with both the Dear
Colleague letter and the need
for student feedback in mind.
Dean of Students Hank Toutain
asked her to draft a proposal for
Campus Senate, which must approve all changes to the misconduct policy. In November 2011,
Hughes and her colleagues organized two forums soliciting stu-

dent feedback. They focused primarily on why students were not
registering complaints of sexual
misconduct.
Despite hosting these forums
and trying to reach “a representation of the student body” including athletes and fraternities,
Hughes said she did not receive
a lot of feedback. “It’s something
that people don’t really consider
too deeply until they’re put in the
unfortunate position to have to
[consider it],” she said.
The discussions that led to
the 2000 adoption of verbal consent had more student involvement than the discussions earlier
this fall, according to Hughes.
Still, she hopes students will become more active. “It’s your policy,” she said.
Hughes worked with a review committee, including several Sexual Misconduct Advisors (SMAs), to draft the revised

Celebrating Our Planet

MADELEINE THOMPSON

Last Sunday’s sixth annual
Earth Day Festival at the Kenyon Athletic Center (KAC) celebrated and encouraged living
sustainably.
Co-hosted by the Brown
Family Environmental Center
(BFEC), the Knox County Park
District, Knox Community
Hospital and the Knox County
Health Department, the festival
attracted around 1,500 visitors
with 70 booths, a petting zoo
with farm animals, a kids’ zone
in the center of the indoor track
and live bluegrass music. “A lot
of people are overwhelmed by
thinking about the environment
or health topics … so we wanted it
to be fun, and we wanted to make
good decisions easy,” Program
Manager of the BFEC Heather
Doherty said.
While the indoor track hosted the Earth Day Festival, the
outdoor track served as both the
start and finish line for the 2012
Earth Day Challenge Marathon
and Half Marathon. Both races
began at 8:00 a.m. and took runners on a scenic path through
downtown Gambier before traversing the Kokosing Gap Trail.
In total, around 500 runners
participated in both races, with
a majority opting to run the half
marathon. The full marathon
counts toward qualifying for the
next Boston Marathon.
Patrick Mershon ’14, who
finished 16th in the half marathon, described the experience
as “a fun way to run 13 miles.”
Mershon attributes his success
to both the support of the Kenyon community and his running
partner Graham Sorenson ’12.
“We ran the entire race together,
and having someone to run it
with was really helpful and made
the whole thing a lot more enjoyable,” Mershon said.
The BFEC planned the event
using a $4,000 grant from the
Community Foundation of
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A banner advertising Earth Day activities hung outside the
Kenyon Athletic Center (KAC) last weekend.
Mount Vernon and Knox County and an additional $5,000 in
donations for better advertisements. Much of the event’s success was also due to Kenyon involvement, according to Doherty.
“It’s great to have so many
Kenyon folks involved,” she said.
“I think that speaks to how sustainability takes efforts on every
level.”
Environmental Campus Organization (ECO), Land Lords,
AVI, the Gund Gallery, Philander Chase Corporation and
the Rural Life Center also participated. “Compared to when I
went here, there’s generally much
more interest in the student population. … Students of today are
much better volunteers,” Managing Director of Philander Chase
Corporation Lisa Schott ’80 said.
“Because of things like Earth
Day, and all the effort different
groups put in, I think that raises
awareness. … Even if each person
took away one new idea, that’s a
big ripple effect.”
Along with raising environmental awareness, Doherty also
said Earth Day encourages simple ways to live sustainably that
do not take a big effort, like shopping. “A lot of local artisans are
making things from recycled and

green content. Some of us like to
shop more than others, but it’s an
inevitable part of our culture and
the way we live,” Doherty said.
“Why not support people who
are doing it in a green fashion?”
Because Kenyon’s student
body particularly values its campus’ natural aesthetics, Schott
said it is especially important to
recognize Earth Day every year.
“We’re lucky to be at a beautiful
place. To celebrate that, and the
educational piece of [Earth Day],
is a good thing,” she said. “Your
age group cares about [the environment] and is more mindful
of it, and is more willing to take
action.”
Doherty plans to continue
hosting the festival and would
like to see more environmental
awareness in daily life. “I really
enjoy being able to tie the environment into things that are relevant for people, and in a practical sense I don’t expect everyone
to be into making environmental decisions because it’s good
for fish,” Doherty said. “But I do
think if we can say, ‘This is good
for you, and this is about reducing the pollution in the air that
you breathe’ … then it means a
lot more to people, and it’s a lot
more relevant.”

policy language. These SMAs
took the policy proposals to their
own organization’s meetings and
returned to the committee with
feedback from their fellow advisors.
Gillian Gualtieri ’12, a member of Hughes’ review committee
who spent last summer researching the legal factors involved in
liberal arts colleges’ misconduct
policies, said that because Kenyon receives student aid money
from the Department of Education, it and other private colleges
must operate according to federal laws. The Jeanne Clery Act
of 1990, for example, requires
the reporting of certain campus
crimes, including sexual assault.
Administrators like Hughes
have to balance federal laws and
unique circumstances while
crafting Kenyon’s policy, according to Gualtieri. For example, The Ohio State University

(OSU) and Kenyon have different campus atmospheres. Sexual
misconduct victims at Kenyon
are more likely to know their aggressors than the victims at OSU.
“Every school has to work the
federal guidelines into their own
policy,” Gualtieri said. “But …
the guidelines are not necessarily
written with a liberal arts environment in mind.”
The review committee based
its work on the policies of Kenyon’s sister colleges (the Ohio Five
and Carleton College), in addition to literature from the Association of Title IX Administrators.
That organization’s model policy
recommends clear non-verbal
consent, an approach students at
Kenyon also requested.
“Students were saying [that]
there seems to be this hookup
culture and something is missing,” Hughes said. Additionally,
the current consent policy is “not

realistic [and] it’s awkward and
students aren’t upholding it anyway,” she said.
The new policy hopes to
broaden the recommended sanctions for sexual misconduct incidents. Language such as “will be
suspended” will change to provide more flexibility, an amendment that Hughes said was
prompted by student feedback.
Some victims would not necessarily want the offender to be
kicked out of school, according
to Hughes.
The policy’s language of mediation will also need to change
to satisfy the Office for Civil
Rights. Under the new approach,
Kenyon will have Sexual Misconduct Review Board hearings and
mediations in harassment situations.
Campus Senate plans to vote
on the policy revisions at its final
meeting of the year on May 3.

Village Record

April 19 — April 25
April 19, 2:01 p.m. — Medical illness: student in Mather Residence Hall concerned
about possible seizure. Put in touch with doctor for instruction.
April 21, 2:43 a.m. — Medical illness: ill student in Lewis Residence Hall. Assessed
by Safety officers.
April 21, 2:57 a.m. — Alcohol: intoxicated student in Old Kenyon. Assessed by Safety officer.
April 21, 9:12 p.m. — Fire alarm: Safety officers responded to fire alarm in Farr Hall,
set off by student cleaning a grill. Alarm reset.
April 22, 12:33 a.m. — Alcohol: student cited for an open container on public property by Safety officer.
April 22, 1:11 a.m. — Alcohol: report of intoxicated student on Middle Path. Safety
officers responded and assisted student to residence.
April 22, 2:04 a.m. — Underage consumption: student cited for underage consumption on public property by Safety officer.
April 22, 6:30 a.m. — Vandalism: graffiti on glass doors of Samuel Mather Hall.
April 22, 8:40 p.m. — Prank calls: student in McBride Residence Hall reported
prank calls received.
April 22, 9:15 p.m. — Theft/larceny: student in Gambier Grill reported stolen jacket
containing personal belongings.
April 23, 6:10 p.m. — Drug/paraphernalia: camping tent in non-residential area
found abandoned and containing illegal substance. Safety officers contacted. The
situation is under investigation.
April 23, 8:02 p.m. — Vandalism: student in Samuel Mather Hall reported stolen
poster and graffiti on office door.
April 23, 11:29 p.m. — Conduct: student seen lighting bottle rocket fireworks in
Bexley Apartments.
April 25, 1:38 a.m. — Vandalism: communication poster burned while hanging on
wall in Gund Residence Hall.
April 25, 9:06 a.m. — Theft/larceny: investigation of non-residential K-Card theft
solved.
PAID ADVERTISEMENT
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staff editorial

in the PPACA. At some point in the
near future, in short, Kenyon will choose
whether or not to cover contraception
and other reproductive health services
in its student health plan. Often, the
same students who rely on financial aid
and other scholarships to attend Kenyon
are those who make the greatest use of
the College’s health insurance and the
Health Center.
If the College chooses to offer coverage, it will likely raise premiums for all
students. Tuition is already at an all-time
high and this increase may admittedly
be too much to ask of students, many
of whom are already struggling to make
ends meet.
Nonetheless, the College should seriously consider offering coverage, at least
for contraception. Most importantly,
that decision would provide members
of the community with an important
health service. Contraceptive coverage would also make the statement that
Kenyon cares about reproductive rights
and health, regardless of the discourse
in Washington, D.C. or here in Knox
County. If Kenyon wants to maintain its
claim to the much-coveted word “community,” it must make this commitment
to taking care of all students’ needs no
matter the political climate.

In last week’s staff editorial, the Collegian implied that groups on campus
could not convene emergency allocation hearings with the Business and Finance
Committee (BFC). Our statement was based on interviews with Student Council members and our understanding of the supplemental hearing process.
We have since been informed that the Council has convened such sessions
for MESA, among other organizations, and we regret the implication. We believe
that the BFC should make it more widely known that organizations can apply
for emergency funds, thus making the funding system equitable and fair for all.

C o l d C e re a l
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Respect is Nothing New:
“Brb” Fliers Mocked Tradition

Reduce Costs, or
Provide Contraception
Reproductive health and freedom,
as a whole, have generated heated political debate lately. Conservatives have
responded with disgust to a portion of
President Barack Obama’s healthcare
overhaul that would compel insurers
to pay for contraceptives, claiming that
the requirement violates separation of
church and state. Initiatives intended to restrict access to contraceptives and abortion have
popped up all over the country,
such as Ohio’s own “heartbeat
bill,” House Bill 125, sponsored by pro-life groups like
Faith2Action.
As Tip O’Neil famously
noted, all politics are local. Kenyon’s administration may be
asked to confront the contraception debate head-on if the
Supreme Court upholds the Patient Protection and Affordable
Care Act (PPACA). If that happens, the
College will have to adapt its insurance
plan, which many students choose not to
use, to fit the new government standards.
The College’s plan is self-funded,
which means that Kenyon acts as the
insurer rather than employing an outside company. It also means that we are
exempt from a number of the mandates

OPINIONS

CHARLOTTE GREENE
I thank Willie Plaschke for
raising a more moderate perspective on the recent Good Friday
fliers in last week’s “‘Brb’ Fliers:
Not Rude But Relatable” (April
19, 2012), but I would like to clarify elements of my argument in
response.
Plaschke is correct that I did
not explicitly identify what specifically offended me about the
incident. Three things made the
fliers particularly hurtful: the
timing, the quantity and the apparent planning of the whole
thing. Plaschke mentions in his
response that he noticed the fliers “after returning from Easter
mass.” A major reason why I was
so initially offended is that the
fliers coincided with Good Friday, not Easter.
It is important to consider the
difference in each day’s meaning
— Good Friday is a solemn holiday, while Easter is a more joyous
one. These fundamental implications affect a person’s emotional response and interpretation.

		

Quite simply, fliers mocking the
Passion are tasteless on the day
the Passion presumably occurred.
Secondly, the number of fliers distributed was somewhat
overwhelming. Imagine feeling
offended by an image, only to
look up and notice that the entire
room is filled with it. At the time,
I could not understand how a person could put so much effort into
making fliers, printing dozens of
copies and placing them behind
all the Newscopes in Peirce without ever once stopping to think,
“Is this really as funny as I think
it is?” I still do not understand
what audience this person was
trying to appeal to. I stress again
— if this were a Jewish holiday,
would it be acceptable to make
fliers that were anti-Semitic? The
Good Friday fliers were simultaneously well thought out (in their
extensive planning) and heinously thoughtless (in their lack of respect).
I will admit that my passion
got ahead of me in my original
article and somewhat muddled
my argument. That said, Plaschke
remarks how the fliers represent
Kenyon’s “aware[ness] of Christianity’s most important holiday.”
I do not think mockery is awareness. The three specific issues
highlighted above make it fairly
apparent that whoever made the
fliers did not intend to reinvent
Jesus in modern times.
On another level, there is le-

gitimacy in keeping tradition. Kenyon’s ritual of song, for example,
unifies across the decades such
that any alum can at least hum the
tune of “Kokosing Farewell.” Reverence for the past strengthens a
community, establishing a sense
of responsibility each individual
member owes to the greater good.
Thus, I respectfully disagree with
Plaschke’s more modern view of
how “Christianity ought to work.”
Defining religion as something
that must be consistent with the
times limits our ability to understand religion as universal and to
connect to the legacy that precedes us. Arguing that “a ‘brb’
speech bubble ... says that Jesus
can speak our language” is myopic; it suggests that this generation can only connect through literal forms of communication and
discounts the value that ritual
and tradition hold in our society.
While I appreciate the freedom Kenyon allows for discussions such as these, I think it is
important to remember how personal and subjective each opinion is. The timing, quantity and
apparent planning of the Good
Friday fliers specifically offended
me, though Plaschke may have
had a different experience with
the fliers and thus a different interpretation — but I can’t be sure.
In the end, it comes down to respect. And you don’t have to reinvent the wheel to know how to be
respectful.

				

By Holly Anderson
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Trans* Forum Takes Step Forward

NATALIE
THIELEN -HELPER
The term “trans*”, often used
in LGBT activist and support
groups, is an inclusive umbrella
term that refers to individuals
who identify as trans in any way,
whether they are transgender,
transsexual, transvestite, nonbinary, gender-fluid, etc.
I recently attended an informative, inspiring and wellattended forum on transgender
issues led by Charles Meins ’12
and Sam Hilling ’15, who are
working to raise awareness of
issues trans* people face both

in the “real world” and on Kenyon’s campus. The forum was
part of the Project for Open
Voices, an exciting new social
justice project dedicated to
sharing the stories of marginalized people and developing
solutions to problems of discrimination. Meins and Hilling
began by explaining the difference between sex (biology) and
gender (emotional and intellectual self-identification) and
the difference between a trans*
person (someone whose gender
does not “match” their biological sex or the sex they were assigned at birth) and a cisgender
person (someone whose gender
does “match” their biological
sex).
They went on to discuss
the many forms of discrimination trans* people have to face,
including misgendering, not
knowing which bathroom to
use, hate crimes, body dyspho-

ria, hostile police and judges
— and Kenyon’s own rather
lacking discrimination policy.
Kenyon provides no anti-discrimination policy for trans*
people. We also have no official policy in terms of genderneutral bathrooms, and gender-neutral housing was only
recently enacted and is overly
complex. Discrimination Advisors, Community Advisors,
counselors, professors, healthcare practitioners and other
staff receive no education or
briefing on trans* issues. Many
are not even aware of the existence of trans* people — Meins
had to explain the definition of
trans* to a Kenyon counselor —
let alone knowledgeable about
how best to help them navigate
struggles such as dealing with
depression and discrimination,
finding a safe summer job or
even just finding a bathroom
where they feel comfortable.

So, though Meins and Hilling were alternately charismatic, hilarious and deeply moving,
I came away from the forum
feeling more than a bit angry.
Kenyon needs to get its act together. We need official and
comprehensive anti-discrimination policies that protect
trans* members of our community from less accepting Kenyon
students (a violently cissexist
joke at the recent Beyond Therapy show is just one example)
and make them feel welcome
and safe. We need Kenyon to
include trans* issues during sensitivity training for staff, faculty
and students.
To help, we can join in petitioning the College to make
just such policy changes, we can
support and contribute to the
Project for Open Voices and we
can do what the enthusiastically
positive audience at the forum
did: listen, learn and support.

errors of the last one and to
apologize to the Business
and Finance Committee
(BFC), Student Council
and the subcommittee responsible for making Castaway a success.
I understand that the editorial was written quickly
and under a tight deadline,
and I understand that the
Collegian doesn’t have the
best relationship with the
BFC. But the staff editorial
unfairly portrayed the situation as a petty, short-sighted attempt by the BFC to
circumvent its own laws for
the sake of getting drunk.
Members of the Collegian who were present at
Wednesday night’s meeting know that isn’t the
case. Members of the Collegian who read and edited
notes Grace Hitzeman ’15
took during the previous

Student Council meeting
also know better — they
indicated that the decision to hold an emergency
supplemental meeting was
that of Student Council,
not the BFC, and was a decision that was made only
after precedent for nonstudent government groups
(such as MESA) had been
established. Given all of
the work put in by members of the BFC and Student Council, both over
the course of this week and
this past month in general,
I think they deserve commendation with the same
publicity and vigor with
which they were so readily
attacked in last week’s editorial.
— Jon Green ’14,
Student Council
Communications
Director

Castaway Efforts Too Easily Cast Aside
LETTER TO THE EDITORS

As evidenced in the minutes from last Sunday’s Student Council meeting, the
subcommittee responsible
for Castaway met all of the
Council’s stipulations set
in last Wednesday’s meeting and provided all necessary details to merit authorization for the event.
The authorization of
the event is not why I’m
writing — I’m writing in
light of the staff editorial
that appeared last Thursday, “Funding Castaway:
An Irresponsible Decision”
(April 19, 2012). The article not only contained
inaccurate and misleading claims regarding the
ethics behind holding an
emergency supplemental
meeting and the decision
to authorize the emergen-

cy supplemental to begin
with, but also cast serious
doubt on the likelihood of
the event being possible or
worthwhile.
Given the amount of
work the subcommittee had already invested
in planning this event, I
found it rather sad to see
its members’ attempt to
salvage what we know to
be Summer Sendoff disparaged in the Collegian.
I had my own doubts as
to the likelihood of the
event’s feasibility, but seeing their efforts so readily
dismissed seemed like a bit
of a stretch. Now that their
hard work will be actualized, I would urge the Collegian to consider using its
next staff editorial as an
opportunity to correct the

On Rudeness: Students Should Not Rate Faculty
LETTER TO THE EDITORS
I have strong opinions
about the Collegian’s coverage
of student ratings of faculty.
1. I was a member of the
psychology department that
selected Professor of Psychology Sarah Murnen for appointment from among all
candidates for her position. I
have observed her career-long
dedication to her students and
passion for teaching her subject. She is an extremely effective teacher who takes a strong
personal interest in the success of her students. I am sure
alumni who studied under her
would agree.
2. The rudeness now found
in online ratings is rewarding
to their authors, since the best
and most caring teachers experience the greatest emotional

pain from their assaults.
3. When these authors’
rude behavior is featured in a
Collegian story, it is strongly
predictive of future misuse of
rating data.
4. I am told that rating
rudeness has increased in frequency in recent years, and I
experienced it for the first time
the last year I taught.
Members of the faculty are
continually evaluated by professional colleagues and must
satisfy rigorous requirements
to achieve retention, promotion and tenure. Legitimate
complaints about a teacher’s
work can be directed to the
teacher, a department chair,
the dean or the provost. To
suggest that student evaluations have some validity in the

process of judging the content,
presentation or format of a
course taught by a professor
holding an advanced degree
in a subject is suspect. No student has the expertise or the
knowledge of appropriate criteria. Students do have the
right to express their opinions,
but when that data represents
a group of individuals with
a wide range of motivations,
such as whether the faculty
member is nice or too rigorous,
or whether he or she is teaching a required but unwanted
course or a core topic in the
student’s major, the legitimacy
of anonymous group data cannot be decoded. This pattern
of rudeness to faculty causes
one to wonder whether it is authored by students motivated
to capitalize upon the cost of
their education. Neither do

7

THE KENYON COLLEGIAN

superlative ratings of a faculty
member measure the quality
of teaching. The average grades
of students in a course have become relatively meaningless as
those numbers have decreased
in range.
The majority of Kenyon
students have career objectives
and are focused on achieving
their career goals. Whether
a course receives popular acclaim by 20 or 90 percent of
those enrolled is less important than whether it provides
knowledge important to the
education of the student. If it
doesn’t, students, parents and/
or colleagues should seek out
the teacher or a proper authority in person and state their reasons.
— Charles E. Rice,
Professor Emeritus of
Psychology and Neuroscience

Concerning:

SENDOFF 2012
“I wonder if the three strikes rule
will actually be enforced this year.”
— Kenny Fedorko ’13

“I really hope Big Boi plays ‘Turn Me On.’”
— Leslie Lasiter ’12
“It’s going to be great.”
— Justin Sheehan ’13
“Not going to be here Friday, here Saturday.”
— Olivia Marie Sison ’13
“It’s too short.”
— Gabriel Rom ’14
“I’m not going to remember either day. I’m looking forward
to running from undercover cops.”
— Max Kalifut ’14
“I heard that Andre 3000 is going to show up.”
— Sam Bumcrot ’14
“I killed Big Boi and got Ke$ha instead.”
— Jeremy Peck ’14
“I hope it’s nice and sunshiny.”
— Claire Matlak ’15
“Sendoff is Sendoff; I plan on having fun.”
— Margaret Tilson ’14
“Where did the funnel cake go?”
— Dulce Montoya ’14
“I have rehearsal from 4:00-6:00 p.m. on Friday, and I’ve
been told I can’t show up drunk.”
— Phoebe Rotter ’14
“Big Boi!”
— Zolzaya Erdenebileg ’14 (Collegian writer)
and Meredith Friel ’14
“I have a lot of work due, and the weather is going to be
inclement. I look forward to the concert, but I will not be
drinking all day Saturday.”
— Paul Bisagni ’12
“Bring back the old Sendoff or
we’ll bring back the old spring riots.”
— Sarah Cohen Morgan-Smith ’14
“I just don’t like fences.”
— Carrie Miller ’14
“Come to French Club at 4:00!
Also, why can’t we bring in cameras?”
— Rhodes Sabangan ’14
“Double Sendoff is the best thing.”
— Jeff Hechler ’12
“Will T-Hanks be there on Saturday?”
— Shannon Kelley ’14
“Frisbee girls got into regionals, so we can’t go.
But we’re going to win!”
— Olivia Sabik ’14
“I’m going to be drunk for 48 straight hours.”
— Ryan Drake ’14
“I’m going to pass out from all the orgasms I’ll have watching Big Boi. Also, if anyone doesn’t know who Big Boi is,
I complain about them.”
— Elizabeth Cheever ’14
“I’m concerned about people’s livers.”
— Harry Hurley ’14

8
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PAIGE SHERMIS
Over the past 14 years, Tom Lepley (pictured
at right) has overseen every major construction
project at Kenyon, but with its advanced ventilation system, the new Horvitz Center for the Visual Arts may be the most complicated.
The director of facilities planning, who is in
his 42nd year as a staffer at the College, will end
his construction legacy with the completion of
the new arts center.
This 60-foot-tall, 40,000 square-foot edifice,
the latest product of the large-scale “We Are Kenyon” fund-raising campaign, will house Kenyon’s
studio art department. Longtime Kenyon trustee
David Horvitz and his wife, artist Francie Bishop
Good, donated $10 million toward the building’s
completion.
Designed by prolific Kenyon architect Graham Gund ’63, the Horvitz Center not only offers the latest in artistic amenities, but also consolidates all of the studio arts classrooms and faculty
offices into one centrally located building.
“[The studio arts are] now on the academic
side of Wiggin Street, on South campus, so students do not have to trek clear out to Bexley Hall
[for class],” Lepley said.
The Horvitz Center, like the Gund Gallery, is
split into three floors.
The main floor will contain two digital art
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classrooms, in addition to offices for faculty.
“Students will be able to work on their projects during the day and evening, and not have to
share or be tied to one particular machine,” said
Marcella Hackbardt, chair of the studio art department.
The basement will house areas dedicated to
sculpting, welding and photography, with soundproofed high ceilings and floors composed of noncombustible materials. The top floor will serve as
the center for drawing, painting and printmaking
classes.
With the new building comes the latest in
manufacturing advances.
“There are many practical advantages, such
as improvements in health and safety ventilation
systems, HEPA [High-Efficiency Particle Arresting] filter hoods [and] silver recovery units,”
Hackbardt said.
The building celebrates art through its structure as well as its function.
“All of the walls inside are adapted to be able to
hang sculptures or pieces of art anywhere — there
is backing behind all of the drywall,” Lepley said.
“All of the floors are polished concrete. There are
a lot of areas that have no ceilings, where you can
see the ductwork and the piping. It is [in] a nice
location, too — it nestles in the side of the hill.”
The boxy, modern exterior and large panels
of windows also set the Horvitz Center apart as a

building constructed especially for the arts.
“The building itself is so beautiful. It itself is an
inspiration to artists,” Hackbardt said.
Behind the building will sit a courtyard with a
concrete patio, a driveway up from College Road
and a grassy knoll that has yet to be bulldozed.
Since it was built into a hill, the gallery doesn’t
take up valuable green space, which gives the Horvitz Center an environmentally friendly character. The wide windows of the building’s North
façade also let in natural light, and construction
materials were purchased locally.
Lepley and his building crew also aim to earn
a silver Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) rating from the U.S. Green
Building Council, which denotes sustainable
construction and design.
Excavation for the Horvitz Center began in
December 2010, with actual building commencing in the summer of 2011. Art equipment will be
moved into the new structure this July, with faculty moving in, Lepley plans, in August.
Lepley’s history at Kenyon is markedly visible.
Starting out in 1970 as an electrician’s apprentice,
he served as energy manager in the 1970s during
the energy crisis, after which he moved into maintenance and, later, into overseeing building construction.
He has overseen construction in virtually all
academic, athletic and administrative depart-
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ments of Kenyon, ranging from Tomsich and
Hayes Halls in the Science Quad to the managerial Eaton Center to the massive steel masterwork
that is the Kenyon Athletic Center. Lentz House,
the renovations of Peirce Hall, Ganter-Price Hall
and the North Campus Apartments, among several other projects, are also products of his management.
Lepley additionally administered the assembly of the Horvitz Center’s sister building, the
Graham Gund Gallery, which houses the art history department.
The students are one of the great joys of Lepley’s Kenyon career.
“I have always had great respect for the students here. … When I was Superintendent of
Buildings and Grounds (over in the maintenance
department), I used to meet with them on a regular basis with the Student Buildings and Grounds
Committee, and they used to come up with really
good ideas,” Lepley said.
Lepley plans to retire after one last year overseeing the construction of the final 12 North
Campus Apartments.
“I’ve had a great run,” he said.
The construction trailer that has served as his
workspace for 10 years will be moved in June in
order to place a walkway from Middle Path to the
Horvitz Center. Until his retirement, Lepley will
have an office in Bexley Hall.

WILFRED AHRENS
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Canine Counseling: Dogs Help Students Cope With Stress
JULIE FRANCE
A little puppy love goes a long
way — especially when students
can’t bring pets into their dorm
rooms.
Kenyon employees, however,
have found ways to serve this need
for students.
Both the Counseling Center
and Lisa Train, assistant director
for Housing and Residential Life
have begun offering doggy playdates. Sunny, a two-year-old yellow lab trained by Head Women’s
Lacrosse Coach Meredith Buzzi,
works as a therapy dog for counseling sessions at the Kenyon
Counseling Center.
“[Sunny] will usually come
in, sniff around, greet people …
and then she’ll lay down,” College counselor Nicole Keller said.
“She’ll typically lay down [on the
rug] with her head facing where
the student sits.”
Sunny provides students the
opportunity to relax while attending counseling sessions, giving
them a way to distract themselves.
“[Sunny is] a sweet [and] intuitive [dog],” Keller said. “She’s really awesome ... great to have, and
I’ve had some students actually get
on the floor and just sit there the
whole time and pet her. I have one
guy in particular who absolutely
adores the dog and will wrestle
with her on the floor as we talk.”
Sunny brings out a side of students that might not surface if
not for her presence, according to
Keller.
“I can tell that when she’s here,
sessions seem to be … deeper and
a bit more genuine. She brings
out the [humanity] in students,”
Keller said.
After only a single year, many
students have been touched by

MEREDITH BUZZI

Above: Sunny, a yellow lab and the Counseling Center’s therapy dog.
Right: Sam, Lisa Train’s nine-week-old Poodle/Chihuahua puppy.
Sunny’s presence, according to
Andy Pearlman ’15.
“Even if I make a counseling
appointment, I’m not a very open
person, so [Sunny being there] just
calms me down. It makes it easier
to talk about things,” Pearlman
said. “It makes the silence definitely less awkward.”
Sunny’s presence in the office
has become so large that students
feel like they make appointments
with her rather than with the
counselors, according to Keller.
“Students will actually call and
say, ‘I would like an appointment
with Sunny,’” she said.
Sensing that community need
for more pet affection, Train also
offers students time to cuddle with
her nine-week-old, 1.8-pound
Poodle/Chihuahua-mix
puppy
Sam. At Sam’s first veterinarian
appointment, the veterinarian expressed a concern that Sam was
partially blind.
“I really [wanted] him to get
acclimated to people and social-

ize, especially if he does have vision problems,” Train said. “I
want him to get used to smells,
different sounds, to different people holding him and touching him
because if he can’t see clearly, that
can be an issue.”
Sam’s socialization has not
only been beneficial for him, however; Train lends him to students
to help them relax.
“It’s a stressful time of the year,
so I thought, this is one way that ...
I can help out some students who
maybe miss their pet at home and
need some pet love. The response
has been very good. As you can see
from my calendar, it’s all Sam appointments,” Train said.
After sending an all-student
email on April 11, Sam scored
a total of 25 play dates and is
booked through April 30. There
is no denying that Sam is one popular pup.
The good news is that this unconditional love is free.
“I’ve had a couple people ask

ELIZABETH BRAND

me how much I charge an hour.
People say, ‘Can I rent your puppy?’ I say, … ‘No, I’m not charging.
You can have him for an hour or
two,’” Train said.
Puppies are not only fun playmates but also useful tools for reducing stress levels in students.
“[There’s] something about
stroking an animal which scientifically reduces your stress and actually reduces your blood pressure
and heart rate,” Keller said.
Students seem to have picked
up on this research as well.
“I did have one request [from a

girl who needed to study] for a test
... and she just wanted Sam to sit
in her lap for a calming effect so
that she could focus,” Train said.
Keller hopes that Sunny and
Sam will prompt more pet-to-student interactions.
“I would love to … have weekends where people from the community would bring their pets
and exchange them with students
... for the day. That would be awesome,” Keller said.“If there was
a common ground where people
could come and interact with animals, I would be all for that.”

Even in Summer, Kenyon Brings in $200,000 With Camps
DAVID HOYT
Dozens of events take
place in Rosse Hall every
year, but one of the biggest
is something few students
ever see. Every summer,
Kenyon hosts an Ohio barbershopper conference that
concludes with a barbershop
music performance.
“It’s really one of the
highlights of the whole
summer,” Manager of Business Services Fred Linger
said.
Linger is in charge of
planning the events that
students perhaps know least
about — those that happen
when school’s out. The College plays host to up to 40
different visiting groups,
usually conferences or programs, each summer.
“Every college wants to
make sure it uses its physical
plant to the best of its potential during the summer,”
Vice President for College
Relations Sarah Kahrl said.

Doing so “provides meaningful income and brings
new people” to Kenyon.
The College makes an
average profit of $200,000
each summer, according
to Chief Business Officer Mark Kohlman. “This
money goes directly into the
College’s operating revenue
to support all programs,” he
said in an email.
“It’s got to be one of
the best small businesses
around, because we’re only
open for business 10 weeks,”
Linger said. “And I don’t
know how many businesses
can be open 10 weeks and
net six figures.”
Besides the additional
revenue, summer programming raises Kenyon’s profile
significantly. Many students
“had their very first experience with Kenyon as a high
school student and as a writer,” Kahrl said, referring to
The Kenyon Review’s Young
Writers Workshop. Kahrl
said the Young Writers pro-

gram “brings almost 5 percent of the entering class …
so it’s a key admissions driver for us.”
The summer months
also bring the Kenyon Academic Partnership (KAP)
to campus. Originated and
co-directed by Professor
of American Studies Peter Rutkoff, KAP partners
with select Ohio secondary
schools to provide advanced
courses to high school students, and teachers come
to Kenyon each summer for
training.
Head Men’s Swimming Coach Jim Steen also
founded Total Performance
Sports Camps, a company
that holds summer camp sessions for young swimmers at
Kenyon, Calvin College and
Colgate University.
Many groups, however,
have no connection to Kenyon beyond their use of the
College’s facilities. Groups
on the schedule for this
summer include the afore-

mentioned barbershoppers,
a band camp, a Red Cross
training institute, a squash
camp and a mime workshop
called “Mime Youth.” One
major event coming to Kenyon this year is Pelotonia,
the biking event that raises
money for cancer research.
For Pelotonia, “we’ll have
probably 2,500 to 3,000
people on campus with
about 700 of them spending
the night,” said Linger, who
compared the logistical difficulties of this event to “a
cross between Commencement and Summer Sendoff.”
All told, over 5,000
guests will visit campus this
summer for periods ranging
from a few days to several
weeks.
Complex spreadsheets
provide estimates of how
many people AVI has to
feed, broken down by week.
On Thursday, June 28, for
example, it is estimated that
AVI will have to provide
lunch for 886 people, which

is more than half of Kenyon’s student body.
Kenyon’s summer programming schedule has
taken off recently — Linger noted that revenues
have quadrupled since he
began organizing the College’s summer activities in
1999. Much of this increase
is because of “infrastructure
building that makes it possible for Kenyon to have a
summer presence” like never
before, according to Kahrl.
The construction of new
facilities such as the Kenyon
Athletic Center (KAC) and
the North Campus Apartments, plus the complete
renovation of Peirce Hall,
has greatly expanded the
College’s potential for summer use. Air-conditioned
spaces are still “one of the
bigger challenges,” Linger
said. Mather, McBride and
Caples Residence Halls are
Kenyon’s only three airconditioned dorms in addition to some apartments.

KAC-adjacent South campus dorms are “attractive
to sports camps, but sometimes they’re pretty hot,”
Linger said. Buildings like
the North Campus Apartments also give Kenyon
“something to advertise,”
Linger said, because some
adult groups may not want
to stay in dormitories.
Even as Kenyon works
to expand its summer
presence and investigates
“develop[ing] programming
that really identifies Kenyon [and] that could help
us reach new audiences,” according to Kahrl, the College seems eager to preserve
the quiet and relaxed nature
of Gambier in the summertime.
“Everyone’s here to have
a good time,” Linger said.
“Some of these people are
using their family vacation
time to be here, and so we
hope to give them a positive
and memorable and productive experience.”
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Kenyon in Review: Transfer Students Reminisce
In the 2010-2011 academic year, 92 percent
of Kenyon first years returned for their sophomore year. That means
approximately 33 students
decided to leave Kenyon.
Whit Morley, who
would have graduated in
2014 from Kenyon, decided to leave after the first
semester of his first year
because he viewed Kenyon
differently than his classmates did.
“I knew that Kenyon
was a great school, and
I had great professors,”
Morley said in an email.
“I never felt like I fit in,
though. I did not share a
lot of the same interests
as many of my peers, and I
(unfortunately) began distancing myself from them
as the semester went on. I
think the most significant
thing that I realized was
that everyone there loved
it, while I did not. That
made me feel differently
about the College for sure,
and made me realize that
I probably didn’t belong
there.”
Morley currently attends the University of
Minnesota, Twin Cities, which he said is less

“

“

JANE SIMONTON

I love Kenyon, and am thrilled to have the
opportunity to talk about how much I love
it, and [am] ecstatic that the transfers have
not been forgotten.
Emmie Finckel

academically rigorous but
hosts a larger variety of
students. Though he is
happy at Minnesota now,
doubts sometimes still
cross his mind.
“If I started over again,
I would not choose to
come to Kenyon, but I
don’t regret choosing it
the first time around,”
Morley said. “I made some
great friends with whom I
still keep in touch, and I
learned some things about
myself that I might not
have otherwise.”
For Tamar Ghabin,
who also would have graduated from Kenyon in
2014, the College was not
sufficiently aware of international issues.
“[My decision to transfer] was a mixture of family issues, hating the geographical location and
feeling racially secluded.
I’m Palestinian-American,
and growing up, I ran into
my fare share of racial ignorance. I had eventually

learned to shy away from
a subject as polarizing at
the
Palestinian/Israeli
conf lict, but I was tired
of doing that. I wanted
to be more proactive not
only in learning about the
conf lict, but showing my
support for it, and Kenyon
is not there yet, academically nor socially,” Ghabin
said.
Ghabin said her decision to transfer was “certainly the right decision,”
and that, in the end, a
liberal arts education was
“simply not right” for her.
Not all transfers find
it so easy to leave without looking back. Emmie
Finckel, who would have
graduated Kenyon in 2014
and spent her first year
here, said the decision was
much more difficult.
“It took me until literally the last second to
decide to transfer, and it
took me months into the
school year to truly accept
that I would not be going

back to Kenyon,” Finckel
said in an email. “But the
best thing about having
transferred is the ability
to return to Kenyon and
be treated as if I never left.
Kenyon will always remain a part of who I am.”
Finckel currently attends Wesleyan University, which she chose for
its slightly larger student
body and more opportunities to challenge herself.
“It was [the] sense of
safety [at Kenyon] that
drove me to transfer. I
tend to be motivated by a
fear of failure, or not meeting standards set either by
myself or teachers. During my time in Gambier,
I found very little to fear,
and as a result, very little
to push me towards affecting change within myself
and, hopefully, within the
world,” Finckel said.
“It was this spark and
motivation that I hoped to
rekindle by transferring to
another school. I will forever cherish the safety and
security I found at Kenyon; however, in order to
scare myself enough into
being someone who will
someday make a contribution to the greater world,
I needed to seek out that
fear for myself.”

On the whole, however,
Finckel emphasized her
intense love for Kenyon
and her delight that she
spent the time she did on
the Hill.
“My friends at Wesleyan are still consistently frustrated with the
amount that I talk about
Kenyon. Although, in the
end, Kenyon was not the
right place for me, it took
me the entire year to figure out exactly why it was
not the right place for me
— a process which taught
me many things I did not
know about myself. Having been at another school
also allows me to view
Wesleyan more objectively, and I am more easily able to see where both
Wesleyan and Kenyon
excel and fail as institutions,” Finckel said.
Not all transfers journey to a single new institution.
For Edgar Areco, who
would have graduated in
2014 and stayed at Kenyon
through the first semester
of his sophomore year, the
decision to transfer to the
University of Nevada, Las
Vegas (UNLV) has not
lasted.
“[I
transferred
to
UNLV] to chase my dream

of becoming a professional
soccer player, all while remaining in school,” Areco
said in an email. “However, I am (again) looking
to transfer elsewhere, considering I was cut from the
UNLV soccer team just
last week (some may call it
failure; I call it a work in
progress).”
Because he is always
on the move, Areco may
seem unsatisfied with his
schools, but that was not
the case with Kenyon.
“Although [my time at
Kenyon] was short lived,
the way Kenyon got me to
examine and think about
myself, my community
and the world community at large was also something I am forever grateful
for,” he said. “I will certainly be cliché and admit
that I would not change a
thing, especially where I
began my undergraduate
study.”
He’s not the only one
who wouldn’t change his
decision to begin at Kenyon.
“I love Kenyon, and am
thrilled to have the opportunity to talk about how
much I love it, and [am]
ecstatic that the transfers
have not been forgotten,”
Finckel said.

Senior Bucket Lists
Skinny dipping in the Kokosing River. Urinating off Caples’ roof. Watching the sunrise from Peirce tower. For graduating seniors, these activities might be even more
pressing than finals, as they attempt to complete a Kenyon Bucket List before the school year ends. Below, some members of the Class of 2012 list personal goals they wish
to complete before the looming May 19 graduation ceremony.

Sewell Robinson

Zack Goldberg

1. Drive down Middle Path —
pretty generic, but my grandfather did it, and I’ve wanted to
ever since he shared his story.

1. Be featured in a Collegian
article and not just the Village
Record.

2. Skinny dip in the Kokosing
River.
3. Sleep in the Post Office — I
came very close one time, but
some jerk called Safety on my
friend and me and we were
kicked out. The chairs we had
lugged over from MiddleGround at 2:00 a.m. remained
for days.
4. Find “the room of requirement” in Peirce.
5. Complete the Coshocton
Challenge — order a number 1
from every fast food restaurant
on Coshocton Road. Repulsive,
but necessary.

Susan Livermore
and Nina Hamilton
1. Militant poetry on a table
in Peirce.

2. Have the Motown Band
play a not-so-secret show in my
Acland (this Saturday ... shh).

2. Go to the top of Peirce
Tower.

3. Pledge Theta.

3. Leave secret furniture
notes.

4. Get rich and donate a Goldberg House to be built next to
Horwitz House (this is a longterm goal).
5. Get my roommate to clean
up his side of the room (this is
virtually impossible).
6. Refuse to create a serious
bucket list. Because four incredible years at Kenyon have
been fulfilling enough regardless of what I do with the last
few weeks.

4. Visit llama farms.
5. Win Trivia.
6. Be on Kenyon.edu’s photo
wall.
7. Get grilled by the Collegian.
8. Roof of some building.

Zach GOldman

K.K. Biggers

1. Have a KAC spa day (itinerary for those interested: sauna
to steam room to jacuzzi; fake
injuries for free massages from
athletic trainers; sushi and
smoothies. Ballin’!).

1. Ride bikes on the Gap Trail
all the way into town and eat
brunch at the Southside Diner.

2. Motown concert in my living room (might or might
not be this Saturday. Acland
105B.)
3. Face off against Bryan
Kurtzman in a one-on-one
Gambier Grillin’ matchup
(#TeamZack).
4. Sample mid-Ohio’s finest
calzones at Peirce.

9. Ascension hide-and-seek.

5. Sing with the Creeks (please
have me! #1 fan!).

10. Ring the Chapel bells with
the Pealers.

6. Be in a production of Jamal
Jordan’s Dead White Men.

2. Work out at the KAC/actually just go to the sauna for the
first and last time of my senior
year.
3. Watch Gone with the Wind
all day the Sunday after Sendoff with Jacob Bodager ’12.
4. Convince an underclassman
to apply for puppy-themed
housing (where you take in
rescue puppies and find homes
for them, but mostly get to
snuggle with puppies!).
5. Sneak into the Old Kenyon
steeple/tower.
6. Eat an omelet before noon.
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I have spent the year
studying at the ever-pretentious and always gloomy
Oxford University. What
Oxford lacks in terms of
modesty and nice weather,
it makes up in beautifully
old and historic buildings,
unparalleled academics and
some really cool students.
There is definitely a reason
Forbes named Oxford the second most beautiful school in
the world: every dining hall
looks like an older version of
the Great Hall, each of the
libraries (there are over 100)
is as intricate as it is resourceful and the College grounds
are manicured like palaces.
At my college, you cannot
walk on the grass unless it is
the third term of the year and
you are playing croquet on it.
There are many formal dinners that require attendees
to wear either business casual
or black tie with ridiculous
black robes — no robe, no
entry. The traditionalism
found at Oxford is not exactly my style, but it certainly
is an interesting experience.
The educational system

“

“

MAX ELDER
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Although studying abroad has been
an amazing experience ... it has really
shed light on all the things that I love
about Kenyon.
Max Elder ’13

at Oxford is radically different from that of colleges in
the U.S. Instead of going to
classes multiple times a week,
you meet one-on-one with
your tutor (professor, but
dressed up in Oxford lingo)
to discuss the paper you
had to write for that week’s
tutorial. You study only two
subjects each trimester, with
one meeting once a week for
an hour and one meeting
once every other week for an
hour. This means, on average,
you have only 1.5 hours of
class time per week.
On the other hand, you
are assigned an ungodly
amount of reading and a
2,000-word paper due at every tutorial. In other words,
the free time is taken up
completely with reading and
writing.
The abundance of free
time mixed with an overload

Students

of work is daunting at first.
Many students have trouble
dealing with the extreme
independence that comes
with an Oxford teaching
style. If you are interested in
the material and can handle
independent learning, however, Oxford is an amazing
place to study abroad.
Unfortunately, unlike
most study-abroad programs,
it is hard to travel during
the term due to the amount
of course work. The beauty
about studying abroad at Oxford, however, is that the two
breaks between trimesters are
both six weeks long, leaving
plenty of time to travel the
continent. I have spent this
spring break traveling to
Dublin, Berlin, Copenhagen,
Munich, Prague, Vienna and
Budapest.
Although studying abroad
has been an amazing experi-

Joe Walsh ’15

COURTESY OF MAX ELDER

Max Elder ’13 (center) is pictured here with fellow Kenyon student Hannah Kingsley-Ma
’13. Both are currently studying abroad at Oxford University.
ence — one I would repeat
in a heartbeat — it has really
shed light on all the things
that I love about Kenyon.

Meghan Frazer, Digital
Resource Librarian

Brittany Thielke ’12

It is all too easy to take
that hilltop for granted, and
it takes leaving for a year to
put things into perspective.

Amy Badertscher,
Director of Library
Services

As amazing as Oxford is,
I couldn’t be more excited
to get back to Kenyon in
August.

Fac/Staff
Fac/Staff
Totals so far:
Students: 103
Faculty: 114

Gambier
Grillin’

Vs

Who is Ohio’s governor?

Ellen DeGeneres

John Kasich

Kasich

Kasich

John Kasich

What European country held
elections last Sunday?

France

France

I don’t know.

France

France

What Academy Award-winning
movie has been recently re-released
in 3D?

Titanic

Titanic

Titanic

Titanic

Titanic

What oil pipeline is considering a
new route through Nebraska?

BP Oil Pipeline

Keystone

I’m not sure.

Keystone

Keystone XL

1985

1951

1975

1980

4

2

4

By Sarah Lehr

When was Kenyon’s first Summer A long time ago in a land
Sendoff ?
right here.

Total Correct

2
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Gallery: New Status Raises Concerns Among Faculty
continued from page 1

pendent board, which is represented on
the larger Kenyon board, is not an unusual thing,” Samhat said.
Moves like this are common for museums similarly connected to colleges, according to Marsh. The Wexner Center
for the Arts at the Ohio State University
is also set up as a separate 501(c)(3). Oberlin College’s famous Allen Memorial Art
Museum, however, is not; its staff directly answers to Oberlin’s Board of Trustees.
Becoming a 501(c)(3) organization
will also better allow the Gallery to work
toward establishing its own separate endowment, a long-term goal of Marsh’s.
Though the Gallery could set up a separate endowment without this new legal
status, the distinction will ensure donors
do not take the College’s overall budget
into account when considering whether
to donate to the Gallery itself.
“When you’re part of a much bigger
non-profit [like the College], it’s harder
to go out and be effective when asking for
financial support from foundations and
other agencies, because you look like you
have a bigger budget than you do,” Marsh
said. “If you’re a separate non-profit, your
finances have to be separate.”
The Gallery’s new legal status may
complicate the conversation about the
deassession, or selling off, of Collegeowned artwork. Artwork currently
housed in Greenslade Special Collections, for example, is not the Gallery’s
property, so it cannot display or maintain
it, according to Professor of Art History
Eugene Dwyer, who chairs the department and worked closely with the administration and trustees to plan the
Gallery.
The Gallery, however, has plans to
acquire pieces in the College’s collection that are considered fine art, though
determining which pieces fall into that
category will be difficult, according to
Marsh. The move will ensure the pieces
are conserved, but it may also limit the
College’s ability to display work around
campus.
Dwyer, for one, has “some concerns
about transfer of ownership [of art] and
what that would imply,” he said.
“It’s still all a part of the College, so it’s
still all accessible to everybody, ultimately,” Marsh said.
The Gallery’s new Board of Trustees
will have control over the purchase and
sale of all art in the Gallery’s collection.
Such decisions have been controversial

recently as colleges across the country
have looked at their art collections as assets that could be sold to reconcile budget deficits. Kenyon’s Art Acquisitions
Committee dealt with the subject a few
years ago, when a donated painting was
sent for appraisal. Some worried the
funds raised from the piece would be
used to fund the new Gallery, an unethical practice according to standards set by
the American Association of Museums.
In the end, the piece was not sold.
“I worry about the possibility of
bankruptcy on either end, either the Gallery or the College, and having to pledge
the rest of the works of art in the collection,” Dwyer said.
Deassession, however, can also be
healthy for museums, especially if the
sale of artwork can be used to purchase
new, more relevant art for a museum’s
collection.
“It’s a shame to have something that
takes up a lot of space, but that nobody
uses,” Marsh said. “ … [But at Kenyon,]
there’s nothing that we really need to get
rid of or should get rid of.”
The new Board will help handle such
controversial issues, Marsh said.
“This special Board for the Gallery
is made up of people who have already
served on other boards at museums
around the country, so they understand
the sticky legal and ethical issues related
to collecting, but also the financial side
of collecting … so that our operations can
provide the highest quality art and exhibitions,” she said.
Both Samhat and Marsh said the
switch was always an eventual goal for
the Gallery, but as recently as two weeks
ago, few of the faculty members involved
in planning the Gallery knew the move
was in the works.
“We didn’t hear any discussion, during the planning stages, that the Gallery
would become a separate entity,” Dwyer
said. “I think I would have been aware
of it, because I certainly understand how
The Kenyon Review is set up: if someone
had spoken of the Gallery as an analogous entity to The Kenyon Review, I
think I would have noted that.”
Members of the studio art department were also unaware of the move
until the Collegian informed them of
the change in tax status, according to
Department Chair Marcella Hackbardt,
who worked with the College to plan the
Gallery over the past four or five years.
The faculty were not notified of the
transition because “it’s really an adminis-

trative change — nothing else changes,”
Samhat said. “There are benefits to donors through this kind of arrangement,
oversight in terms of a constituted board
… [but] the budgeting, the management
of space, nothing changes. It’s more or
less an administrative shift rather than
a substantive shift in operating the Gallery.”
The lack of communication on the
topic, however, is indicative of a larger
set of communication problems between
the Gallery and faculty members that
both groups have been working to iron
out this year.
As recently as the beginning of
March, Marsh and the Gallery were not
planning to host exhibitions featuring
work by studio art faculty. When the
College’s primary gallery was in Olin Library, such shows were hosted biennially.
Faculty shows, like student shows, service only one department of the school
— running counter to the Gallery’s objective of serving many departments.
“The Gallery is intended to, by and
large, bring in work from outside. That’s
its main focus,” Marsh said. “… Most of
what academic museums try to do is develop and present exhibitions that can
serve many different departments and
curricula at the same time.”
Instead, Marsh planned to include
relevant faculty artwork in larger shows.
Professors of Studio Art Read Baldwin, Greg Spaid and Barry Gunderson
have work in a current exhibition, “Persistence: The Rural in American Art,”
alongside artists like William Eggleston,
Andrew Wyeth and John Frederick
Kensett.
Now, however, the Gallery has reversed its position, agreeing to host
biennial faculty shows beginning in
2013-2014. Studio art faculty who take
sabbaticals can also show their work
upon their return.
Throughout the year, the Gallery
and studio art faculty have discussed the
topic, according to Nugent, who was involved “at arms’ length” in the conversations.
“Traditionally there have been those
kinds of faculty shows here,” she said.
“Not every college does it that way. An
alternative would be to include faculty
members in a larger show with other thematically related [pieces]. In the end, the
faculty prefers to do it the way it has been
done, so that’s what we’re going to do.”
Concerned that faculty shows would
not be held in the new Gallery, members

of the studio art faculty contacted Samhat earlier this year.
Samhat worked with Hackbardt and
Marsh to devise a plan for scheduling
and formatting faculty shows.
“We had to talk about it with all the
different people involved in the mission
of the Gallery, because now it has to serve
the whole College,” Hackbardt said. “So
we had to sort of go out and talk about
that and see how that’s going to segue in
with the other programs.”
Still, Samhat said there had always
been rough plans for an exhibition of faculty work.
“I think we were always going to have
a show — it was just sorting out the logistics and the scheme for how to have a
faculty show,” Samhat said. “I think the
Gallery director was aware that the Gallery serves the academic community and
the larger community, and part of that is
the tradition that we have here at Kenyon
— having the student show and the faculty shows. We just hadn’t formalized it
yet.”
For Hackbardt, the decision to host
faculty shows was important both for the
studio art department and the students.
“The faculty show enriches the students’ experience, but it’s also just a real
community event where everyone comes
and enjoys the show. It’s very interdisciplinary,” she said. “… This is a time when
[students] can come out and see our
work. The whole point of the Gund Gallery is to not have to only see work on
computer screens.”
Even as the Gund Gallery has provided new office space for faculty members
from the art history department, tensions have grown between the Gallery
and the faculty over how to utilize the
building’s four classrooms, all of which
are under the purview of the registrar
and the art history department, not the
Gallery staff.
“It’s not exactly the way we would
have planned it, but we are pretty happy
with the spaces,” Dwyer said. “I’m delighted with the classrooms.”
The art history department requested
a curatorial classroom during the planning stage of the Gallery. The classroom
serves as a kind of “laboratory” where art
history students can interact more closely
with art in the College’s collection. The
room recently housed sculptures for a
comparison exercise for a survey of art
history course.
“The exhibition mimics the public
exhibition to provide a more authentic

viewing of the material,” Dwyer said. “It’s
more hands-on.”
The classroom is also a relatively secure, lockable space for housing art. Still,
it is not without issues. Though the Gallery employs two dedicated security officers, they cannot legally monitor the art
history classrooms because those spaces
are not controlled by the Gallery staff.
The art history department then must
provide its own security, which is not included in its budget. Instead, the department turns to several student organizations to help them supervise the space.
Without more professional security,
borrowed artwork can’t be shown in the
space, Marsh said.
“It’s easy for these things to just walk
away,” she said. “… I wouldn’t leave work
in that space overnight. I could bring
things from collections to, let’s say, the
basement, temporarily. But I’m not going
to put original artwork in there.”
The art history department and the
Gallery also have plans to coordinate art
history classes with future shows, according to Dwyer.
“If we were advised that there was going to be an Islamic show in three years,
then we would very likely do a seminar
on Islamic art to coincide with the show
in the Gallery,” he said.
Despite some disputes between faculty members and Gallery administrators, everyone interviewed said they considered the Gallery’s debut year a success.
Many touted the recent senior art major
show as an impressive herald of excellent
shows to come.
“I’m actually really impressed,”
Marsh said. “That’s a big space to try
to fill, and I think the students really
stepped up and they hold the space really
well.”
Hackbardt in particular stressed
how impressed she was with the Gallery’s work putting on events for students
across campus.
“The Gallery has thought of a bunch
of workshops for students that are really
helpful,” Hackbardt said. “ … They’ve
thought of all these clever things that
I just love. They’ve really promoted the
student show. They’ve done a great job,”
she said.
“Fundamentally, the Gallery serves
the mission of the College, and it highlights the various kinds of work going
on at the College,” Samhat said. “… The
academic interests of the College will
always be a priority and will always be
represented.”

Jazz Ensemble Brings Big Easy Feel to Gambier
WILL QUAM
In its first appearance since
the Crescent City Jazz Festival in
New Orleans, the Kenyon Jazz
Ensemble brought blues, swing
and folk to Rosse Hall this past
Friday, April 20. The ensemble,
led by Associate Professor of
Music Ted Buehrer, focused
more on strong solo performances than full-band numbers.
The concert opened with
“Big Swing Face,” a 1967 big
band tune made famous by Buddy Rich.
The Friday Combo, a student-led, soloing subgroup of

the ensemble, started off with
Duke Ellington’s eternal standard “Take the ‘A’ Train,” featuring Ted Meyer ’15 on trombone
and Chris Murphy ’13 on trumpet. Meyer, Myles Buchanan ’15
(piano) and Michael Kengmana
’14 (bass) performed solos during
the piece. Meyer deserves praise
for his agility on the trombone
over “‘A’ Train’s” angular melody.
Ffej Caplan ’12 (alto sax) and
Chris Schwartz ’15 (tenor sax)
provided two of the strongest solos of the evening during “Clay.”
Caplan’s real forte was his ability
to string ideas together in unexpected ways during improvised

sections of his solo. Schwartz
provided a dazzling display on
the tenor, showing off with
quick flourishes while countering with slower, more developed
phrases.
Though “Clay” was a hit,
issues in the rhythm section
caused the occasional stumble.
Kevin Lynch ’15 (drums) seemed
to lose the beat during his solo as
well as in ensemble passages.
“Ain’t Misbehavin’” came
next, with Buchanan providing
a ragtime feel on the piano while
vocalists Caplan and Lily Zwaan
’14 spiced up the number. “Misbehavin’” also featured solos by

Murphy, Schwartz and a scat
break from Caplan.
Following “Misbehavin,’”
the Wednesday Combo, another student-led subset of the
ensemble, took the stage with
Thelonious Monk’s “Brilliant
Corners,” a heavier bop chart
featuring constant switches between regular and double time.
Greg Bunis ’12 (baritone saxophone) was the star of the show
on “Corners.” He proved both
commanding and light on his
feet, with a solo that found voice
in the contrasts between slow
phrases and the double time of
the song.

McCoy Tyner’s “Contemplation” offered a nice contrast
to “Corners” and gave Mary Alice Jackson ’15 a chance to shine
on the alto sax. Luke Frisher ’13
(drums) was perfectly in tune
with the ensemble and soloists,
constantly playing off ideas presented in the soloists’ improvisations.
“Tuxedo Junction” saw band
member Aaron Stone ’14 (trumpet) take on the roles of arranger,
bandleader and vocalist. Stone
proved comfortable and capable
in his roles.
Friday’s concert also featured
the premiere of Buehrer’s big

band chart “Little Miss Trixie,”
which Buehrer composed based
on the nickname of Kengmana,
who was featured on bass. Buehrer said he was inspired to write
the bass- and hi-hat-heavy song
by what he heard in New Orleans, adding that he “can’t seem
to get that funk shuffle style out
of [his] head.”
The brass was occasionally overpowering in the closing numbers, and the saxes
were sometimes lost behind its
volume. Though it began and
ended with big band numbers,
Friday’s concert was all about the
soloists’ art, and they delivered.
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Dance Team Finishes with a Strong Year-End Concert
JANE MERKER

The Hill Theater hosted a high-caliber exhibition of technique, grace
and precision last Friday
evening in the form of the
Dance Team’s end-of-theyear concert.
The performance featured the Kenyon College Dance Team, students
from several dance classes
and the Kenyon Ballroom
Dance Club.
The concert began with
the entire dance team performing a hip-hop number
to “Call Your Girlfriend”
by Swedish singer Robyn.
This high-energy piece
was followed by the most
impressive dance of the
night, an intense dance
duel between Stephanie
Ladman ’14 and Zolzaya
Erdenebileg ’14. Against
a backdrop of Korean pop
songs, the dancers mirrored each other’s twisting movements, producing
tension that was tangible
for the audience.
What made the number
even more impressive was
that Ladman was filling in
for Kassi Chappell ’12 and
had learned the routine in
a single afternoon.
The Dance Team normally performs at basketball games, and several
of the concert’s group
numbers originated from
these performances. Vari-

ALLY SCHMALING

Phoebe Rotter ’14, a member of the Kenyon College Dance Team, strikes a pose during last Friday’s performance.
ous members of the Dance
Team choreographed the
soloistic dances featured.
Claire Talty ’15 choreographed the piece “Little
House,” which differed
stylistically from many of
the other pieces due to its

lyrical nature.
Overall, the studentchoreographed numbers
displayed great variety in
genre. After several contemporary
hip-hop-inspired numbers, the African Dance class performed

to “Around the World” by
Daft Punk.
The Ballroom Dance
Club gave perhaps the
most distinctive performance, a structured routine that depended on several couples of dancers.

The group then performed a swing dance followed by a cha-cha, both
as fast-paced as the Dance
Team’s
routines.
Although their dances were
perhaps more structured,
the personalities of the in-

dividual ballroom dancers
were still visible.
The Dance Team’s endof-the-year concert was a
success with its high-energy choreography, variety of dances and talented
performers.

New Exhibitions Spotlight Death, Identity, Disarray

COURTESY OF THE LEROY NEIMAN CENTER FOR PRINT STUDIES, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY

Kiki Smith’s Tidal (1999) is one of the pieces on display at the Gund Gallery’s exhibition of her work. Two other exhibitions feature the work of Jude Tallichet and Pushpamala N.

MOLLY BONDY
The newly-opened Gund
Gallery is working to find
its niche in the Kenyon
community. A thoroughly
modern structure, the Gallery’s exterior ref lects the
contemporary art featured
within — exhibitions that
shift Kenyon’s focus away
from local artists to encompass a variety of recognized talent. The art at
three of the Gallery’s current shows, which run until
July 22, features world-renowned artists Kiki Smith,
Jude Tallichet and Pushpamala N.
The first room of the

new exhibit features work
by Smith, a well-established multi-media German-born artist, who grew
up in New Jersey, best
known for sculpture and
prints that often deal with
subjects like women and
gender. Some of her best
prints on view at the Gallery are a series of botanical illustrations entitled
Touch. Adhering to the
long tradition of presenting f lowers as a memento
mori, or a reminder of
death, Smith’s etchings
ref lect the transience of
life and pay homage to her
mother’s passing.
The drawings are sim-

ple compositions of bouquets in various stages of
blossoming and dying.
Smith’s use of dark highlights and a surrounding
white frame with light linear striations evokes a sense
of decrepitude. While the
f lowers maintain their natural beauty, the drawings
themselves create a feeling
of isolation and loss.
Another Smith highlight is Banshee Pearls,
which also deals with
death. The eight separate
lithographs, placed seamlessly next to one another,
show contorted self-portraits of the artist. This
piece is more in line with

Smith’s inclination towards
visceral and sometimes disturbing artwork. The images are distorted, keeping
Smith’s exact intent elusive.
Tallichet, an artist from
Queens, New York whose
work often provokes feelings of abandonment and
disarray, also confronts
death in sculptures entitled
Rowing in Eden. Pieces of
clothing cast in bronze are
strewn across the Gallery
f loor as if removed just moments before. The work
“memorializes poetic moments of discord, making
art of what we leave behind,” according to Tallichet. It is difficult not

to step on the work while
walking through the space,
but this intrusiveness adds
to the viewer’s participation in the story.
The last new artist on
display is Pushpamala N, a
photo and video artist from
Bangalore, India. Pushpamala N’s The Ethnographic Series 2000-2004 deals
with Indian identity. In
the series, she places herself in the position of Indian people whose portraits
were taken by early ethnographers. She ultimately
takes on the role of many
different Indian women.
The photographs, reminiscent of documentary pho-

tography, are beautifully
printed and look like they
could be the work of early
photographers.
As Pushpamala N captures the identities of many
women, so should art ref lect a variety of ideas and
emotions in order to step
toward universality. Artists often strive to connect
with their audiences no
matter how abstract the
work is. All the pieces on
view at the Gund Gallery’s
new show fulfill this goal,
whether through emotional or intellectual response.
The artwork is striking by
virtue of its form, style, coloration and subject matter.
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Lords, Ladies Tennis Divide, Conquer Conference Foes
SOPHIE SCHECHTER
The Kenyon men’s tennis
team achieved a rare feat this
Sunday when it played two
teams at once and won twice.
The Lords remain ranked No.
1 in the region and No. 4 in
the nation — their best national ranking in the history
of Kenyon tennis. The Ladies
also played well in their conference match, beating Allegheny College.
On Sunday, April 22, the
Lords split into two teams
and played both Allegheny
College away in Erie, Pa., and
Ohio Wesleyan University at
home. The Lords demolished
both teams 9-0, giving them
an outstanding 17-4 going
into the conference championship this upcoming weekend.
While the Lords’ dominance over Allegheny was
clear, with almost all singles
players winning 6-0 or 6-1,
the doubles games were not
as successful, with the Lords
winning by scores of 9-7, 8-5
and 9-7.
The Lords’ lineup against

the Gators consisted of C.J.
Williams ’13 at one, Wade
Heerboth ’15 at two, Jacob
Huber ’15 at three, Kevin Ye
’13 at four, Colin Haas ’15 at
five and Davis Thrailkill ’15
at six.
“We went into the match
a little overconfident, and in
doubles that showed because
we all came out unfocused
and could have lost all three
doubles matches,” Heerboth
said. “Once we got focused,
we pulled all three matches
out and then dominated in
singles.”
Against Ohio Wesleyan,
the Lords put Paul Burgin
’13 at one, Tim Rosensteel
’15 at two, Jake Matthews ’13
at three, Austin Griffin ’13 at
four, Josh Stiles ’12 at five and
Andrew Herring ’15 at six.
Normally in tennis, only
six or seven players compete
in a match. Due to the division of the team, however,
more Lords got the opportunity to showcase their talent.
“The team played well,”
Burgin said of the match
against Ohio Wesleyan. “We
had some guys with little

match experience step up and
contribute, which was good
to see. We have to do our best
to focus hard every match
and use it as an opportunity
to get one step closer to our
goal of making a deep run at
the NCAA tournament.”
This Saturday and Sunday, the Lords will host the
North Coast Athletic Conference tournament at home
at the Jasper Tennis Center.
While the Lords won
their matches, the Ladies
tennis team also competed
against Allegheny last Sunday April 22, finishing with a
nail-biting 5-4 win.
The Ladies got off to a
slow start, losing all three
doubles matches. They came
back strong in singles play,
an area that has clearly been
their strength this entire season.
“Allegheny came out
strong in doubles, and our
morale was low after going
down three,” Amy Schlessman ’13 said. “But all the
first singles players started off
strong to get us back on track
after doubles.”

DAVID HOYT

Josh Stiles ’12 won both his singles match and his doubles match against Ohio Wesleyan
University on Sunday, April 22 at the Jasper Tennis Center.
Schlessman, Amanda Polster ’13 and Lydia Winkler
’13 all pulled out prompt,
strong wins at one, two and
three, respectively. After losing at four singles, however, it
was necessary for the Ladies
to win at five and six to secure the match. Fortunately,
Stephanie White ’13 at five

and Abigail Younger ’15 at
six came through, giving the
Ladies an important victory
over the Gators.
“Steph and Abby pulled
through under a lot of pressure to win at five and six
singles,” Schlessman said.
“The environment was pretty
intense, especially when only

Steph and Abby were still
playing, and it’s a testament
to their focus that they could
win in that environment
with the match on the line.”
The Ladies will enter the
conference
championship
tournament this weekend
with a 9-12 record and a regional ranking of 16.

Lacrosse Demolishes Oberlin Softball Suffers Two Losses
NINA ZIMMERMAN
The Lords lacrosse team
traveled to Granville this
past Saturday to take on
nationally-ranked Denison University in a rivalry
game with a new prize on
the line: the ThomsenHeiser Trophy, newly inaugurated this season. This
year, Denison kept the
prize in Granville, beating the Lords 11-6, but the
Lords showed the Big Red
something they hadn’t seen
in a while.
“I think that’s the first
time a Kenyon team has really scared Denison in maybe 10 years or something,”
Ryan Baker ’14 said. “So I
wasn’t happy with the loss,
but at the same time I was
proud of the way we did
against them.”
The Big Red struck
first, scoring three goals
in the first five minutes
of play. The Lords got on
the board at the 7:14 mark
when Will Lowe ’14 scored
the first of his two goals
against tough Denison defense. Even so, the first
quarter ended with Denison leading 4-1.
“Will Lowe took their
all-American defenseman
for two goals one on one,
which in my mind was a really big deal,” Head Coach
Doug Misarti said. “I was
really proud of him for
that.”
The Lords came back
in the second quarter to

outscore the Big Red 5-0
thanks to goals from Lowe,
Ben Hayden ’14, Caleb
Florence ’14 and Geoff
Akie ’12, giving a 5-4 lead
going into halftime.
Unfortunately, the second half was not so kind
to the Lords, who scored
just one more goal in the
final two quarters. The
Big Red went on a 7-0
run in the third quarter
to take the lead and keep
it. The win took Denison
to a 5-0 record in conference play, giving the team
the conference title. But
the game still showed the
Lords something about
themselves, according to
Misarti.
“Though losses are always disappointing, I
think it was also a bit of
… a building block for us,
to see that we could play at
that level,” Misarti said.
After the game, a ceremonial presentation of the
trophy took place on the
field. The trophy is named
for two legendary lacrosse
coaches, Ferris “Tommy”
Thomsen of Denison and
Bill Heiser of Kenyon,
and will be presented to
the winner of the KenyonDenison game each year.
It is meant both to honor
the two coaches and their
roles in the proliferation
of lacrosse in the Midwest,
according to Misarti, and
to recognize the longevity of the lacrosse rivalry
between the two schools,

which dates back to 1953.
“They both had a lot to
do with the game’s growth
and really furthering it at
both institutions, and this
seemed like a great way
to do it,” Misarti said. “I
think the trophy is a really
nice tradition, which I’m
really proud to be part of.”
The trophy’s significance was not lost on the
players either, according to
Baker.
“It represents the history between the two teams,”
Baker said. “Denison’s typically a powerhouse, but
at the same time … People
don’t really realize just how
storied Kenyon’s lacrosse
program is.”
The Lords quickly regained their season momentum, trouncing Oberlin College 13-3 on April
25 in Yeomen territory.
The Lords’ final regular
season game is scheduled
for this Saturday, April
28 at 1:00 p.m. at home
against the College of
Wooster. Misarti still has
high hopes for the end of
the season.
“Hopefully we can keep
on moving forward and
make it to the postseason,
which would only be the
fourth time in program
history,” he said. “If we go
4-1 in league, it’ll only be
the second time in program
history. I think we’re playing for a lot this weekend,
in terms of our place in the
program’s record books.”

to the College of Wooster
RICHARD PERA
Sunday’s doubleheader
could hardly have been
more frustrating for the
Kenyon softball team. A
combined 12 errors contributed to back-to-back
one-run losses against
the visiting College of
Wooster. The losses eliminated the Ladies (11-23
overall, 3-9 in conference)
from postseason contention.
“The box score pretty
much says it all,” Head
Coach Erin O’Neill said.
“We made a couple of bad
plays at bad times.”
The Ladies out-hit the
Fighting Scots 20-17 in
two games but gave up a total of 14 runs, though only
five were earned. The losses were the 12th and 13th
in the past 14 games.
“I’m not that frustrated,
because we play really well
and we’re in the games,
but our record could easily be something different,” O’Neill said. “We’re
missing those couple of key
pieces. I told [the team]
after the game that they
have a ton of fight. We
just put ourselves in situations where we don’t need
to fight. We could just win
it.”
O’Neill praised the
Ladies’ pitching performances. Starters Maddy

Stark ’15 and Jamie Samuel ’13 would have enjoyed victories if team defense had supported them.
“I thought our pitching
was really good,” she said.
“And you wouldn’t think
that if you looked at just
the scores. They gave up a
lot of runs, but unearned
runs.”
As has been the case in
past contests, Samuel carried the offensive load for
the Ladies. She went 4-8
over the two games and
set a single-season school
record for doubles with
18. Olivia Lott ’15 also returned to the Kenyon lineup for the first time in several weeks since suffering
an elbow injury, serving as
a pinch runner.
The Ladies were 8-8
during their spring training series in Fort Meyers,
Fla., but have just three
wins since mid-March.
O’Neill said the team “got
into a groove” during its
time in the Sunshine State,
but complications began
surfacing upon the return
to Gambier. Lott and other players suffered injuries,
games became spread out
between weeks and schoolwork demanded more of
the players’ time. What
started as a promising season has been surprisingly
unfulfilling.
That said, this year’s

team has greatly progressed
from last season, which
featured a depleted Ladies team that barely had
enough players to take the
field. That team suffered
a demoralizing 16-game
losing streak, losing by an
average of 7.3 runs per contest. Of the last 13 losses
in the Ladies’ current season, that margin-of-defeat
average has decreased to
5.2 runs, including three
games lost by a single run.
“We’ve been in almost
every game,” O’Neill said.
“We’ve lost a lot of games
by one or two runs, sometimes in the sixth or seventh innings. [This season] has a different vibe to
it. It feels completely different from last year. “It’s
more of a team effort now,
different people step up in
different situations. Our
progress isn’t accurately ref lected in our record.”
Although the Ladies
have been mathematically
eliminated from NCAC
postseason
contention,
there was still plenty of
pride on the line in a midweek game against archrival Denison University on
Wednesday. Kenyon could
have stood in the way of a
Big Red conference playoff
berth. Unfortunately, the
Ladies could not pull out a
victory, losing the game by
a score of 5-0.
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Baseball Qualifies for Playoffs with Wins Against Gators
KEVIN PAN
The Kenyon baseball team
kept up its hot streak at home
this weekend, clinching one of
two North Coast Athletic Conference East Division postseason
berths with its series win over Allegheny College.
If the Lords win their next series at Hiram College this weekend, they will win the NCAC
East Division for the first time in
Kenyon history.
In the four-game series, the
Lords picked up three wins with
scores of 6-5, 9-4 and 8-0. In the
8-0 victory on Sunday, April 22,
Josh Jacobvitz ’15 threw a complete game, giving up only one
hit. He had a perfect game going
into the sixth inning but lost it by
walking a batter. He then lost the
no-hitter in the seventh. Nevertheless, his performance garnered
him the NCAC Pitcher of the
Week Award and a spot on the
national D3baseball.com Team
of the Week.
After a two-and-a-half-hour
delay on Saturday, the Lords
pulled out a 6-5 victory after taking the lead in the third inning.
The Gators tried staging a comeback in the seventh, but the in-

DAVID HOYT

Jack Graham ’12 is one of only two seniors on the Lords’ roster. He is currently tied for the team lead in home runs, with five.
ning ended with a nice defensive
play by Devin Ensing ’12. In the
second game of the doubleheader,
the Gators pulled to within three
runs, but their run was cut short
by a nice play from outfielder
Jake Dunn ’15. Alex Kendall ’13
pitched over six innings of solid
relief in the two games combined,

only allowing one unearned run.
In the Lords’ most recent
game on April 24, they lost 7-0
to Denison University. But the
game had no league or tournament implications, so Head
Baseball Coach Matt Burdette
played many of his reserve players
to allow them to gain experience.

With the Allegheny wins and the
Denison loss, the Lords’ record
is 25-10 overall and 11-3 in the
NCAC.
Burdette said postseason success comes down to the basics.
“Quality starting pitching,
solid defense and clutch hitting
and some good luck never hurts,”

Outdoor Track Hosts Invitational
ANNA DUNLAVEY
Lords and Ladies outdoor track
and field braved the cold and rain to
finish strong at their Kenyon College
Invitational Meet this weekend.
Other teams participating in the
meet were Denison University, the
College of Wooster, Otterbein University, Ohio Northern University
and John Carroll University. The day
was less than favorable for a meet, but
both the Lords and Ladies saw some
great performances.
“Because the weather was so nasty,
good performances were kind of difficult to have,” Head Track and Field
Coach Duane Gomez said. “But we
still had a number of personal records.”
The Lords showed resilience in
their races, with a few standout performances. Patrick Meyers ’12 finished first in the 1,500-meter race
with a time of 4:02:70. He also finished third in the 800-meter race with
a time of 2:00.79. He was one of eight
Lords to finish in the top five in his
races. There were 11 top-five finishes
for Kenyon overall.
Kenyon also did well in the sprints.
Carlo Gagliardo ’14 had a time of
11.29 in the 100-meter dash, placing
fourth. Joey Cordle ’14 came in second in the 110-meter hurdles with a
time of 15.75. Cordle was also on both
of the Lords’ third-place relay teams.
Kenyon’s distance runners had

a strong showing on Saturday.
Ben Tanoff ’14 finished first in the
3,000-meter steeplechase with a time
of 10:47.14. Dai Shen ’13 came in
fourth with a time of 11:42.55. Jackson Cabo ’13 rounded out the top five
in the 5,000-meter race with a time of
16:15.45.
Kenyon’s men had success in field
events as well. Ryan Talk ’12 came in
fifth in discus with a throw of 37.94
meters, and Lucas Herweyer ’15
placed fifth in the hammer with a haul
of 35.24 meters.
The Ladies also performed well,
with seven top-six finishes. Kat
Dougherty ’12 finished in close second
with a time of 13:10.61. Kerry Strader
’14 finished first in the 3,000-meter
steeplechase with a time of 12:29.92.
“I was only two seconds off my personal record, and I thought that went
really well considering the weather
conditions,” Strader said.
In the 5,000-meter race, Elizabeth Halper ’15 finished third with a
time of 19:19.48, and Clara Heiden
’15 finished in sixth place with a time
of 20:03.84. Cary Watts ’12 finished
fourth in the 400-meter hurdles
with a time of 1:10.87. Tory Bruch
’14 also had a fourth-place finish in
the 1,500-meter run with a time of
5:03.08. In the pole vault, which took
place indoors because of the weather,
Ramelle Brown ’13 cleared the bar
at 2.74 meters, earning a fifth-place
finish.

Both Gomez and Strader emphasized the relaxed nature of this meet,
which was unscored.
“This was just a tune-up,” Strader said. “It was just getting a lot of
teams together and getting everyone’s times down before conferences.”
Gomez said this kind of meet is
common in the weeks leading up to
conference championships.
“Nobody’s putting a lot of people
in — they’re just trying to get everyone ready for conference,” Gomez
said.
Gomez also stressed the importance of making sure all the runners
are healthy for the conference championships. If the meet is unscored,
not all runners have to be present
for the sake of ensuring a win, and
therefore runners who are sick or
sore have time to rest.
Next week, the team will scatter.
Some team members will be going
to the “Last Chance” meet at Denison, which gives them a final opportunity to improve their times. Jenna
Willett ’14 will be competing in a
meet at the University of Michigan
that will include a number of Division I schools. Also, the North Coast
Athletic Conference championships
for multi-events such as the pentathlon and decathlon will take place
this coming weekend. The rest of
the championships will be Thursday,
May 3 at Allegheny University.

he said. “It’s the same formula that
wins during the regular season.”
The Lords’ goals for the remainder of the season are simple,
according to Burdette.
“The first goal is to win the
East, and then the second goal is
to take momentum into the postseason,” he said. “And goal num-

ber three is to make sure we are
healthy when we get there.”
Burdette believes his team
will fare well against the other
teams in the NCAC tournament, depending, of course, on its
performance.
“We match up well with everyone, but we also have to play
well,” he said. “DePauw and
Ohio Wesleyan [Universities] are
in, and either [the College of]
Wooster or Allegheny will earn
the last spot.”
Since the beginning of the
season, the team has come a long
way, Burdette said.
“We rely on many [first years]
in the lineup and pitching rotation, and their maturation has
been quite significant from the
beginning of the season to now,”
he said. “It’s been a great season
with contributions coming from
each class. The team has been unselfish and extremely dedicated,
and we look to continue our good
play this weekend and into the
playoffs.”
In addition to the series
against Hiram, the Lords are also
scheduled to play a makeup doubleheader at home against Wittenberg University this Sunday,
April 29.

LADIES LACROSSE WINS

COURTESY OF MARTIN FULLER

The Ladies lacrosse team is currently on a three-game winning
streak, beating Ohio Wesleyan University 10-6 on April 17, Thiel
College 18-10 on April 25 and Oberlin College 9-8 on April 25. For
her outstanding play in the Ladies’ games, Leah Sack ’13 (above) was
named NCAC Player of the Week.
—Nina Zimmerman

