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WE ARE KENYON:
A PHOTO ESSAY
One photographer's
portraits of today's
students, including
Megan O'Neil '07.
See page 40.
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Megan O'Neil, photographed
by Howard Korn. O'Neil, a

*

junior, majors in economics

22

with a concentration in

Marking the thirtieth anniversary of
African Americans on the faculty,
Kenyon ponders the challenges of
recruiting minority- professors.

environmental studies and a

*1

minor in philosophy. An
Oakland, California, resi

THE COLOR OF
THE CLASSROOM

dent, she plays rugby and
competes on Kenyon's

by Dan Laskin

equestrian team. She's also a
knitter. This semester, she's

28

studying abroad with The
Swedish Program in

Lawrence Sullivan '05 entertains the
elite simply by saying "Pick a card"—
and then astonishing them.

>

Stockholm.

MAGIC MAN

by Chaim Estulin
30 SURVIVING KATRINA

3

Kenyon alumni and students
weather one of the most catastrophic
hurricanes in history. With a profile
of John Weihull '99.

I

by Kelli Whitlock Burton
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A picturesque stroll through the
landscape of today's student body.

How many Kenyon graduates can earn
their living doing card tricks—in Hong
Kong? Lawrence Sullivan's deft Angers
have certainly taken him places.
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Ted Mason, left, and
Ric ShefAeld can
now smile about
Kenyon's progress in
recruiting minority
faculty. Once, though,
they faced the
prospect of being the
only two black pro
fessors on campus.
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by Shawn Presley
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
Intangibles
Economist Jay Corrigan probes
the value that consumers are
willing to place on such "nonmarket" goods as the Fair Trade
or Certified Organic label.

ALONG MIDDLE PATH
Embracing the Spirit of
Creative "Whatever"
Students carry out a two-day
perfonnance art event

Mason and Lobanov-Rostovsky
promoted to full professor

Gambier is Talking About

Calcium on the Move
Biologist Christopher Gillen
shares a $450,000 grant from
the National Science Foundation
to study calcium transport
mechanisms.

Fast Track to Teaching
Kenyon students now have access
to an MAT program at Earlham
Small is Beautiful
Kenyon contemplates a modest
reduction in enrollment
Kenyon in the News

52 CLASS NOTES

The Hot Sheet

With profiles of Barry
Rosenberg '79 and
Rebecca Feldman '94

After Nineteen Years of Service,
Donald J. Omahan Steps Down
as Dean of Students

IN MEMORIAM

Lords, Ladies Take to
the Air(waves)
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72
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THE LAST PAGE
Of Respirators and Renewal
by Renee Brandt Peck '75

30

Hurricane Katrina
touched Kenyon on
many levels. John
Weihull '99 (far left),
a Red Cross official in
Illinois, helped
families who came
north. Shelby Van
Voris-Schoenborn '99
(left) worked with
emotionally devastated
victims. Josh Flood '07
(right) endured several
tense days in Gambier
waiting for word about
his parents in New
Orleans. Carly Toole,
above, evacuated
Tulane University but
found temporary
refuge at Kenyon.
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LIVING BEYOND TRAGEDY
by Shawn Presley
y the time my grandmother arrived at ppcame hack to that conversation I had in 1986 I ttear. She embraced forgiveness. She laughed
the well, her blindfold had slipped. It J a with my grandmother.
f
frequently.
And she loved my three siblings
JL»-/was a place she recognized. She
When I sat down to hear her describe that
and me.
passed it each day on her way to work. She
horrible night, I learned that my grandparents
My grandmothers recovery wasn't easy,
begged them not to do it, hut the four robhad just returned to their rural Alabama home There were several skin grafts on her leg.
hers didn't listen. They threw her in head
after attending a Christmas party in a nearby
Doctors told her that the cold well water
first. She landed on top ot my grandfather,
town. The garage wasn't attached to the
helped coagulate the blood and stop the
who was already dead.
house, so my grandfather let Earlyene out at
bleeding. Bandages were a part of her life for
My grandfather was mur
the hack door while he parked the car. Four
almost a year. She was in a wheelchair when
dered on a cold, rainy night
men with guns were waiting in the house.
she testified at the trial of the four ex-camiin 1963. My maternal
Earlyene had gotten to the kitchen tabic
val workers who were apprehended in
grandmother, a petite,
when she saw the robbers and screamed. One
Oklahoma the day her husband was buried.
soft-spoken woman named
of the men hit her on the back of the head
For months, she relived the night over and
Earlyene Culpepper, could
with a gun, knocking her to the floor. After
over in her mindrThis was long before
easily have died with him,
my grandfather entered the house, the men
antidepressants. She shunned any sleep aids,
but she survived and came
held him at gunpoint and took his money and
tranquilizers, or other medications that
to live with my family several months before
his watch. Earlyene watched the robbers rake
weren't essential.
I was bom. She became a built-in
him into a bedroom as he pleaded for mercy.
My grandmother's faith helped carry her
second mother for me, reading me bedtime
Three shots rang out.
through. And forgiveness was key. "Deep in
stories, sewing Halloween costumes, and
"That was the last I ever heard from my
my heart, I know I've forgiven them," she
helping me with my homework. The events
husband, she told me.
told me of the robbers, who were sentenced
of that December evening weren't men
My grandparents were then taken in sepato life in prison. "The greatest thing I learned
tioned often in our house when 1 was growrate cars to a nearby rock-lined well that was
from it is suhmissiveness. Nothing, not even
ing up. My grandmother referred to them
thirty feet deep. When my grandmother was
your family, belongs to you."
simply as the tragedy.
thrown in, her leg caught on the rough walls,
I know that if she survived, I can survive
More than twenty years later, in the tall
tearing most of the flesh away. Earlyene spent
whatever comes my way. It would he wrong
of 1986,1 was taking a college course in tea- M twelve hours in the well, drifting in and out
of me to imply that my grandmother left me
ture writing and was assigned an "inspiration
consciousness.
with some type of survivor's manual for life.
piece." I instinctively turned to my grand
"1 knew 1 was standing on my husband,"
She didn't. Her triumph over adversity is
mother. It was only then that she told me
she said, "and I think in my subconscious
more akin to a faint generator that hums in
the full story with a calm resolve, revealing a
mind I knew he was dead, but the biggest
the back of my head. It reassures ro$. It
complete picture I had never known.
thing that worried me was that I was
offers hope.
In moments of national crisis, I often
hurting him."
Reports of crime and disaster surround us
think of "the tragedy" and my grandmother's
My grandmother knew that a woman
every day. What's missing from those reports
response to it. 1 iurricane Katrina was no different. A> news ot the storm rolled in and
the Kenyon alumni featured in this issue of
the Bulletin told us their stories, I began to
contemplate my own chances of becoming a fl
victim of something horrific. My sense of
security faltered. The enormity of Katrina
sank in slowly for me, landing with a thud
long after the rest of the world seemed to
have synthesized things. It was then that 1
2
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named Daisy would come to the well in the
morning. As soon as she heard the sounds of
traffic, Earlyene began to cry for help. Daisy
heard her. Eventually, a boy was lowered into
the well to retrieve my grandmother,

is often the most miraculous part: the tale of
survival. Not just living through tragedy,
Living beyond it.
My grandmother passed away at the age of

ninety-two on December 12, 2001, one day
shy of the rhirty-eight-year anniversary of my
grandmother lived. It's how she lived during B grandfather's death. She was buried next to
the nearly four decades after my grandfather
|my grandfather under a tombstone that had
was killed. She clung to an incredibly strong
held a place for her name since his burial. 0
faith that only grew stronger. She conquered
What's remarkable to me is not that my
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A not-so-fabulous omission
In the Fall 2005 Bulletin article "Fabulous
Flyer," why didn't the article mention that
Jon Karkow, the fabulous flyer, is the son of
Edward E. Karkow '51 and the nephew of
Richard E. Karkow '48? Wouldn't you agree
that they probably had some influence on
Jon's decision to attend Kenyon and therefore
deserve mention in the Bulletin! I certainly
think that.
—Jack L. Hart '48
Kenyon kudos
Congratulations on another great issue of the
magazine (Fall 2005), and thanks for doing
the work you do. It's more important to mem
bers of the wider Kenyon family than you
realize.
—Amy L. Bergen '04
A decision with lasting impact
I really enjoyed the recent piece "Decisions,
Decisions" (Fall 2005). It brought back many
thoughts of my own admissions experience
and how I am thankful each day of my life
that Kenyon and fonner admissions dean
John Anderson tix)k a chance on me more
than twenty years ago.
Born with cerebral palsy, I am handi
capped, although I hate that term. I was and
still am, I believe, a horrible standardized test
taker. I was an enigma to most colleges: a
good solid B student at a great private school
in Grosse Pointe, Michigan, the University
Liggett School—but I scored about 1000 on
my SAT, and my ACT scores were average
as well.
My dream was to go to Notre Dame. They
looked at my scores and laughed. I also liked
Colgate, but they wait-listed me after accept
ing a classmate with ptxirer grades but alumni
connections.
Kenyon was the brainchild of my guidance
counselor and friend, Pedro Arango '68, who
advised me to apply. He assured me that
Kenyon would see behind the SAT scores and
judge the whole person, taking my grades and
other extracurricular activities into account.
[After being admitted,] I met John

Anderson on an unscheduled visit to the
campus to see a friend and decide whether
to accept the offer. He insisted I stay and
talk with him. I was astounded by howmuch he knew about me and how much he
seemed to care. Thar meeting, more than
anything else, convinced me that Kenyon
was the place for me.
1 am not unlike the music student men
tioned in "Decisions, Decisions," and I owe
a debt of enormous gratitude to the College
for raking a chance on me. I hope Kenyon
never loses sight of a mission that extends
beyond board scores, statistics, or rankings.
—iMurence J. Paolucci '88
Admissions memories
The Bulletin's (Fall 2005) presentation on
today's admissions world was so very inter
esting and leaves a knot in one's stomach. I
think the early decision mindset is just
another manifestation of our selfish
"me-first" society.
I'm happy to recollect my own admis
sions experience hack in the simple days of
1958, when Kenyon was just 600 male stu
dents, always included on the "Ten Best
Liberal Colleges" list, and also considered a
member of the "Little Ivy League."
I knew about Kenyon s English depart
ment, although when I entered college I was
hell-bent for pre-med, and family friends
highly recommended it because of its rela
tionship with the Episcopal church. My first
direct contact was not until January of my
senior year, when junior admissions staff and
one faculty member (the late Edgar
Bogardus) made friends with me in Toledo
at my large public high school's college fair. I
was hooked.
So I applied, but also to William and
Mary, the University of Pennsylvania, and
Williams College. I was accepted by William
and Mary, Pennsylvania, and Kenyon. My
impressions of Kenyon were so positive that
despite no visit and no interview (but plenty
of friendly letters back and forth from those
persons mentioned above), I accepted.
After my acceptance, several Toledo
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alumni and upperclassmen wined and dined
me and made me feel welcome. My first
actual presence on campus was when my
mother dropped me and all my stuff at the
dorm and tixik off. The terrible empty feeling
of homesickness lasted about five minutes.
1 completed only two years because of
family finances. But after military service, I
put myself through Northwestern University
and have lived happily ever after. Still, the
liberal arts experience and all other Kenyon
associations endure and mean a lot to me.
—Byron S. Dunham M'62
A continuation on conjugation
I read with some amusement the letter titled
"A singular problem," which appeared in the
recent Bulletin (Fall 2005). For the record, I
agreed with the editor that the proper conju
gation of the verb in this instance should have
been the plural as opposed to the singular.
Two "sentences" in the second-to-last
paragraph of the editor's reply, however,
puzzled me. After your discussion of whether
the word group should be taken as a singular
entity or as a collection of individuals, you
end with these two sentences: Hence, plural.
Hence, "have." Was this a proofreader's error?
Should we have had commas where periods
showed up? "Hence, plural" is a complete sen
tence with a subject and a verb? Why didn't
you simply end the thing with: We thus chose
the plural conjugation of the verb, "have."
—Chris R. Fleming '76
TO OUR LETTER WRITERS
The Bulletin welcomes letters of three
hundred or fewer words. Letters to the
editor may be used for publication
unless the author states the letter is
not to be published. Letters may be
edited for style, length, clarity, gram
mar, and relevance to Kenyon issues.
Please address submission to: Editor,
Kenyon College Alumni Bulletin, Office
of Public Affairs, Gambier, Ohio 43022.
Letters may also be submitted to
alumni@kenyon.edu.
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EMBRACING THE SPIRIT OF
CREATIVE
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Students carry out a two-day performance art event

W

T

ake a hunch of Kenyon
students. Give them a
seven-foot-square stage
and forty-eight uninterrupted
hours. What do you get? This
past November, you got dancing,
dating, shrieking, lecturing,
poker playing, and more. In
short, art.
Performance art, that is.
It was all part of an event that
drew nearly a hundred student
performers, whose offerings
ranged from the goofy to the
contemplative. Seniors Andrew
Braddock, Andrew Kingsley, and
Rebecca Mumaw, veterans of a
performance-art competition
held each spring, organized the
two-day affair, which took place
on a stage set up along Middle
Path near Olin Library.
Passers-by never knew quite
what they would see during the
event, which lasted from Tuesday
to Thursday, November 8-10.
Michael Castle '06 sat at the
edge of the stage, legs dangling,

and read aloud from a collection
of southern folk tales. Mariana
Templin '08 pureed her dinner
from Peirce Hall in a blender
and drank it over the course of
an hour. Katie Mikulla '06
dressed as a hamburger and
danced around while trying to
avoid a "chef' armed with a
knife and a spatula.
Allison O'Flinn '06 aimed for
something "as awkward and
entertaining as possible." She
held an impromptu "date" on
stage with a volunteer whom her
friends had grabbed at random
from the crowd. O'Flinn treated
her date to a dinner and cham
5
pagne from the Kenyon Inn,
£
asked him questions about himJ
mm,
self, and carried on a stilted con- : *
versation. "It reminded me of
the dating reality TV shows,"
in the Kenyon campus directory,
she says.
doing jumping jacks, and taking
Braddock filled many of the
apart his bicycle. "What you are
overnight hours with eccentric
doing should be an expression of
performances, including saying
who you are," he explains. "I
"g<xxl morning" to every name
like hikes, and 1 like tinkering
with things."
Other offerings took a more
GAMBIER IS TALKING ABOUT...
serious rum. Philosophy major
Charlie Djordjevic '07 gave a
,Fitness. The Kenyon
The bookstore. Layout
late-night lecture on the history
Athletic Center was open for
changes have reduced clutter
use soon after students
while giving more prominence to
of nihilism in the West. Elaine
returned from winter break
books, clothing, and food, and less
Hriscoll '08 paced nervously on
in the middle of January. The
to greeting cards.
College will dedicate the new
stage and read from The Sickness
facility the weekend of April
Food. Kenyon chose a new foodUnto Death by S^ren
20-22 (see page 69).
service provider in the fall, replac
ing the Aramark Corporation with
Kierkegaard, punctuating the
Touchdowns. Kenyon's
AVI Foodsystems, an Ohio-based
reading
with anguished screams.
football team staged a tri
company. The new company took
umphant turnaround last fall,
over in mid-January, ending a
To Kingsley, the event was a
knocking off several tough
contract with Aramark that had
blast. "You can do whatever you
opponents on the way to a
existed since 1981. AVI promises
6-1 conference record. (See
page 13.)

m

greater variety and more choices
in the dining halls.
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Katie Mikulla '06 enacts a dancing
hamburger evading the chef who
pursues her.

want," he says. "It's just a way to
have fun. Or make a statement.
Or not make a statement. Or
whatever." ©
—Adam GiLson
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FAST TRACK TO TEACHING
Kenyon students now have special access to an MAT program at Earlham
M

"T 7^enyon students interested in teaching as a career can now
take advantage of a new opportunity. A recently approved
JL ^^arrangement with Earlham College in Richmond, Indiana,
allows qualified Kenyon graduates to spend a year earning the certifi
cation needed to teach in public schools, along with a master of arts
degree in teaching (MAT).
Under the agreement, Earlham will give Kenyon students special
consideration for admission, including waiving the application fee and
guaranteeing an interview for all students with a grade-point average
of 3.0 or better.
Earlham s MAT program begins in June and leads to licensure the
following May. Then, while teaching in a school, students take one

more course designed to help support them as new teachers.
Completion of that course leads to the MAT. The program offers licen
sure in social studies, English/language arts, mathematics, science, and
modem foreign languages, all at the middle and high school level.
"Kenyon has always had a high percentage of students interested in
teaching," says Stewart Peckham, director of the Career Development
Center. The Earlham program is a practical choice for those who wish
to teach in public schools, he says, because the students can earn their
degree and certification in a relatively short span of time.
Aspiring teachers at the College can also take advantage of the
5-STEP Program, leading to a master of science degree in education at
the Bank Street College of Education in New York. '3

t.1

SMALL IS BEAUTIFUL
Kenyon contemplates a modest reduction in enrollment

75

2I

iI

enyon, which cherishes
the advantages of
X .smallness, has been
looking carefully at enrollment
trends. Now, after nearly a year
of study, an enrollment plan
ning committee is recommend
ing a modest reduction in the
size of the College s student
population—a change aimed in
part at ensuring that all stu
dents live on campus.
Reporting to the Board of
Trustees last fall, the commit
tee proposed a new target
enrollment of 1,575, allowing
for a fluctuation of twenty-five
students above or below that
goal. Currently, 1,639 students
are enrolled at Kenyon, includ
ing forty-six who have permis
sion to live off campus in

various Gamhier apartments
and College-owned houses.
When students participating
in off-campus programs are
added, the total enrollment
climbs to 1,725.
"We did not make an inten
tional decision for the College
to grow over the years," says
Provost Gregory Spaid, who
chaired the committee. "It
happened as a result of good
intentions. Our applicant pool
got better and better, and it
became harder and harder to
turn away these very qualified
students. But we decided that
the best way to ensure the
quality of the experience for
students, faculty, and the com
munity was to decrease the
enrollment slightly."
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The steady growth in enroll
ment has had a significant
impact on housing. In recent
years, many residence-hall
lounges were converted into
student rooms, and doubles
sometimes became triples. The
need for more housing also
forced Kenyon to allow some
students to live off campus,
compromising its commitment
to a fully residential community.
"Traditionally, the fact that
all students lived and dined on
campus helped give the College
its sense of cohesion," says

Spaid, a 1968 graduate. "If s part of
our identity. A
smaller enrollment
will help us preserve that identity."
Kenyon would reach the
committee s goal in four years by
limiting future incoming classes
to approximately 436 students.
"One of the things that we con
tinually hear from students is
that they really feel they are
able to form meaningful per
sonal relationships with faculty
members," Spaid says. "We
think lowering the enrollment is
one way to ensure that contin
ues to happen for students in the
future." '3
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KENYON IN THE NEWS

»))

story about Josh Radnor '96,
the star of the new CBS sitcom
How I Met Your Mother.
Written by Dispatch television
critic Molly Willow '00, the
story mentioned Kenyon's track
record of producing graduates
Director of Public Affairs
who excel in the field of acting,
Shawn Presley was quoted in
citing
such stars as Paul
the Sunday, October 16, New
Newman '49. Turgeon, who
York Times in a story about the
popularity of drinking games
recalled directing Radnor in the
among college students. Kenyon
role of Romeo, was quoted as
saying,
"1 never get the sense
was mentioned along with
that someone's going to make it •
Rucknell University as an insti
tution that banned drinking
or not, but 1 often get the sense
of people 1 hope will make it
games on campus but later
dropped the restriction. "It
IB I because I admire what they can
became apparent that the ban
do, and he certainly fell in
that crowd."
wasn't going to work," Presley
was quoted as saying. "And we
didn't want to drive the games I | The Kenyon Review was inenA front-page story in the
underground." Kenyon outlawed M tioned in the September 26
travel section of the Sunday,
drinking games briefly in the fall H New York Sun. The Sun
of 2003.
reported that the Review held a
November 6, Plain Dealer fea
kickoff party for its November
tured Kenyon and Gambier,
10 gala that honored
calling the village the "perfect
Kenyon's football team was fea
sportswriter and fiction editor
fit of town and gown." Reporter
tured in the sports section of the
Michael Sangiacomo wrote that
Roger Angell and novelist/
October 12 Columbus
travelers will be rewarded by a
Dispatch. The Lords garnered
philosopher Umberto Eco with
attention by upsetting the
town that has more bookstores
the Kenyon Review Award for
than bars and a school with a
Literary Achievement.
defending conference champion
College of Wixister on October
reputation as a first-class college
8. The story noted that the revi
for a classical education.
Kenyon was mentioned in the
talized team was making strides
September 26 edition of Time
magazine. According to Time,
Kenyon's Food for Thought
in the North Coast Athletic
program was featured in the
Conference after a 2003 hiatus
the U.S. News & World Report S
November 1 Columbus
"best colleges" guide, the grand-|
from competing for the conferDispatch. The article discussed
ence championship.
daddy of college ratings, now
has a slew of competitors. In a
the interest in local fanning
and locally grown fixxls at
The October 10 Columbus
chart of alternative rankings,
Kenyon, noting research conKenyon was listed alongside
Dispatch quoted Professor of
ducted in Professor of Sociology M Drama Thomas Turgeon in a
Berea College as one of the
"Top 10 Schools You've Never
An essay by President S.
Georgia Nugent appeared in
Slate on November 15. The
online magazine asked a num
ber of prominent academics to
tackle the controversial ques
tion of what students should be
studying in college. Nugent
pointed out that at one time
many undergraduates had to
take a capstone course in meta
physics and mused that a con
temporary capstone might take
many forms. A goal would be
"maturity as an adult—attain
ing a degree of self-understand
ing, appreciation for the limits
of the human condition, empa
thy for others, and a sense of
responsibility for civil society."

6

Howard Sacks's fieldwork
course and student involvement
with renovations to Mount
Vernon's Buckeye Candy
Building.
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Heard Of." The list was compiled by the Students' Guide
to Colleges.
The October issue ol
CosmoGirl! magazine men
tioned Kenyon in its second
annual list of the country's top
fifty colleges. The magazine
mentioned the Kenyon Review
as the College's "claim to fame"
but mistakenly stated that the
literary journal is completely run
by students and is one of the
nation's oldest student magazines. While Kenyon students do
work at the Review, the journal
is edited by Professor of English
David Lynn and employs a pro
fessional staff. CosmoGirl! com
piled its list based on small class
size, prominent female faculty,
strong women's sports teams,
career centers that excel at
internships and job placement,
and leadership opportunities in
clubs and activities.
Media outlets around the country, including the New York
Times and the Washington
Post, mentioned Kenyon in the
obituaries for William H.
Rchnquist, the sixteenth chief
.justice of the United States. He
died on Saturday, September 3.
Rehnquist began his college cducation at Kenyon in 1942 but
was drafted in March 1943.
.
After the war, he earned a bach
elor's degree from Stanford
University and a juris doctor
from Stanford Law School.

A third-floor Olin Library'
classroom dedicated to clas
sics has been dubbed
"Parnassus" by the depart
ment's faculty and students.
Gracing the walls of the
classroom is a Hellenicinspired mural designed and
created by last year's intro
ductory Latin students, who
crushed stones to generate
the mosaic's tiles.
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POLTERGEISTS. PEARLS, PARNASSUS, AND SIX
OTHER THINGS WE LOVE ABOUT KENYON
M

Word Ploy. Many
wTote to tell us they discovered
that Kenyon was an answer to
the crossword puzzle clue "Ohio
college." The puzzle appeared in
newspapers around the country
during the summer.

!

r

M

Sex and the Country-

ji

A new dating column in the
Collegian takes its name from
the popular TV show Sex and
the City. Stay tuned for
Desperate Seniors.'
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Poltergeists. The
faucets in Middle Ground
cafe have been reported to
mn at random intervals,
spurring the belief that .
the popular restaurant is
inhabited hy hot- and coldrunning ghosts.
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THE HOT SHEET
Parnassus in Olin.
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How I Met Your Mother. The new CBS sitcom
starring Josh Radnor '96 received stellar reviews and solid
ratings last fall.

iPodS. The multifunction
MP3 players are as ubiquitous
as gravel along Middle Path.

1
\

?
o

TattOOS. Several members
of the swimming Lords sport
tattoos of the Kenyon shield.
We move that all first-year
students receive them. It
will discourage them from
transferring.

Pearls. Pearl necklaces were
the adornment of choice for a
surprising number of Kenyon
women last fall.
Jugglers. Founded last fall
hy Drew Smith '06, the juggling
club hosts between ten and
twenty students each week.
Juggling halls, howling pins, and
a unicycle—hut no chainsaws—are provided.
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AFTER NINETEEN YEARS OF SERVICE,
DONALD J. OMAHAN STEPS DOWN
AS DEAN OF STUDENTS

D

ean of Students Donald
J. Omahan, a Kenyon
graduate who returned
to his alma mater to pursue a
nineteen-year career in student

affairs, has announced that he
will step down from his position
effective June 30, 2006. On
January 1, he began a six-month
leave, during which he is
remaining in Gamhier with his
wife, Nancy, and their two chil
dren to pursue further study in
the fields of student affairs, stu
dent development, and higher
education administration.
A 1970 graduate of Kenyon,
Omahan has held his current
position since 1996. He came to

Kenyon from Albion College,
where he served as vice president and dean for student affairs,
Omahan began his administra
tive career at Kenyon as director
of student housing from 1972
through 1975. He served as
Kenyon s dean for academic
advising from 1983 through
1988 and as acting dean of stu
dents during the 1988-89 aca
demic year, before accepting the
deanship at Albion.
"Each time I have been at
Kenyon has been a rewarding
and energizing experience,
owing in no small part to the
very fine people across the
College and the community that

1 have worked with and come to
value as friends and colleagues,"
says Omahan. "Most of all, I
have loved and valued my work
with Kenyon students."
"Don's admirable record of
service and devotion to Kenyon
have enriched our community
greatly during his nineteen-year
tenure at the College," com
mented President S. Georgia
Nugent. "His steady hand at the
helm of the student affairs divi
sion and his personal warmth
and concern for Kenyon stu
dents will he missed by all of us.
We wish Don and Nancy the
very best as they chart their
future endeavors."

Omahan earned a master s
degree in counseling and student
personnel from Fairfield
University and a doctorate in
higher education from Ohio State
University, where his dissertation
compared cognitive intellectual
and psychosocial development of
students at a small private college
and a large public university.
Senior Advisor to the
President Howard Sacks is
serving as chair of the search
committee for Omahan s replace
ment. For the interim period,
Associate Dean of Students
Cheryl Steele is serving as acting
dean of students. 0

LORDS, LADIES TAKE TO THE AIR(WAVES)
. fy

K

enyon sports fans around the world can hear live broadcasts
of selected contests this year, using a service accessible on the
main athletics page of the College Web site,
www.kenyon.edu. This new opportunity comes as a result of an
arrangement between Kenyon and TRZ Communications of Kent,
Ohio, which provides the service, called Teamline.
All five home football games were broadcast this season, with live
play-by-play action called by Michael Stone, the news and sports
director of WM VO in Mount Vernon.
Ten women's and ten men's hasketball games are also scheduled
for audio broadcast, and additional contests will likely be added
depending on listener response, according to Marty Fuller, Kenyon
sports information director. "This is the next step in a continuing
effort to strengthen our relationship with our national audience and
8
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to keep our fans informed in j
the best, quickest way possir
O]
ble," Fuller says. "It's a great
way for alumni and the parOp
ents of athletes to follow the V
Lords and Ladies." Fans can ^
tune in on the action in two
ways. The Internet broadcast is free: from Kenyon's homepage, click
on Athletics, then click on the Teamline link, under the heading
Web Broadcasts. Listeners can also hear the games over the phone, at
a cost of $25 per game. Call 1-800-846-4700 and enter the team
code, 1040, when prompted.
TRZ Communications has provided broadcasts since 1990 for
more than five hundred college and professional teams. 0
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THE COMPLETE
CALVIN AND HOBBES
By Bill Watterson '80
Andrews McMeel

For fans of the comic strip Calvin and
Hobbes—and it's hard to imagine anyone
who isn't a fan—one of the great events of
the fall was the publication of a three-vol
ume boxed set containing every strip in the
cartoons ten-year run. Weighing in at
twenty-three pounds but irresistibly light in
spirit, The Complete Calvin and Hobbes
includes every strip that appeared between
the cart(x>n's launch on November 18, 1985,
and its retirement on December 31, 1995.
That's 3,160 strips in all, including the largeformat color Sunday panels.
Some of us have read many of the strips
before, either in the newspaper or in
repeated sittings with one or more of the
seventeen smaller Calvin and Hobbes albums.
It doesn't matter. The mischievous, wildly
imaginative boy and his tuna-loving tiger
still spark amusement along the entire spec
trum—from knowing smile to helpless, hilar
ious outburst—as well as the occasional
quiet pang.
But this collection is more than the sum
of its laughs. The volumes are elegant, with
handsome bindings and sturdy pages that do
justice to the strip's brilliance. The set also
includes a tine introduction by creator Bill
Watterson, who recalls his early struggles to
establish a career and discusses his refusal to
license his creation for use in products like
greeting cards and stuffed animals. Of partic
ular interest are his reflections on the
rewards, limitations, and artistic possibilities
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of the comic-strip form. The most interesting
strips, Watterson notes, have "a genuine sen
sibility—a quirky, individual take on life."
Like folk art, he suggests, comics can tran
scend their peculiar charm, becoming "as
interesting and significant as any 'fine' art."
What emerges most clearly, perhaps, is
Watterson s commitment to a "vision of what
a comic strip should be." Also, his affection
for the characters he created. "Without
exactly intending to," he writes, "I learned a
lot about what I love—imagination, deep
friendship, animals, family, the natural world,
ideas, ideals . .. and silliness."
—Dan luiskin
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LUCKY STRIKE
By Nancy Zafris '76 H'93
Unbridled Books

Nancy Zafris's quirky but sobering second
novel is set in 1950s Utah, where the Cold
War's most lucrative and mystical product,
uranium, has fired the imaginations of for
tune seekers from all over the country. All
sorts of people head west with dreams of
becoming the next "uraniumaires." Among
them are Jean Waterman and her two young
children, Beth and Charlie, fleeing a painful
past in Ohio. Here in the desert, they
encounter an array of other seekers, all
wrestling with their own versions of alien
ation and loss. Harry Lindstrom, estranged
from his Mormon rtxats, now peddles Geiger
counters. Lonely Belinda Dazzle runs a
lonely motel. Josephine Dawson struggles
through marriage with a man who bullies
her—they roam, making a string of tempo
rary homes as squatters in the campsites of
uranium-hunters. Each is groping for con
nection in a lost land caught up in a kind of
wa rped Gold Rush fever.
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THE MARCH

CASHING IN WITH

By E.L. Doctorow '52
Random House

CONTENT: HOW INNOVATIVE
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Zafris, the fiction editor of the Kenyon
Review, tells these stories with wit as dry as
the western landscape. Above all, though,
Lucky Strike immerses us in rugged emotional
territory, where monumental effort is required
to surmount one's past and find empathy with
others. In this distinctively American fron
tier, the hardships are ultimately internal, the
conflicts poignant, and the treasure—rather
than some mineral with a half-life—a stable
sense of self.
—Peter Horan '04
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rhetorical momentum that emerges from both
tour-de-force description and rich sensory
detail, from the rush and drama of action as
well as the subtle exploration of states of
mind. "Hy tents in every yard, on every
green, were like a crop of teeth sprung up
from the earth": such sentences infuse the
particular with the mythic. And there is sug
gestive exploration of the American charac
ter. "On the march is the new way to live,"
says the novel's basest figure, a Confederate
deserter who manages survival by improvising
identities, and whose comically mordant phi
losophy evolves into a chilling amorality. The
March reminds us that he, too, no less than
the soldiers and nurses, is part of our heritage.
—D.L.

One of the characters in this powerful, manystranded novel of the Civil War reflects on
how, as she follows Sherman's army through
Georgia, the very sense of a stable life has
shifted. Instead of "the rooted mansions of a
city," she finds a kind of civilization in the
"floating world" of the march. Doctorow cap
tures the suffering and numbness of displace
ment, as well as a kind of surreal hopefulness,
through the figures he portrays—soldiers,
deserters, former slaves and former owners, a
brilliant hut eerily dispassionate Union Army
doctor, a "white Negro" daughter of a slave
and the Massah, a free black traveling the
battlefields as a photographer's apprentice.
The hook is masterful on many levels. The
characters are engaging, the language deeply
evocative, the history (including real histori
cal figures like Sherman and Lincoln) com
pelling. There is, moreover, a terrific
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MARKETERS USE DIGITAL
INFORMATION TO TURN
BROWSERS INTO BUYERS
By David Meerman Scott '83
Information Today

It's hard to imagine a successful enterprise of
any sort nowadays that neglects the potential
of the World Wide Web. But, as marketing
and communications consultant David M.
Scott demonstrates in this insightful book,
effective Weh sites don't just happen.
Through twenty detailed case studies,
ranging from lumber giant Weyerhaeuser to
the hand Aerosmith—and including
Kenyon—Scott shows how good marketers
"turn browsers into buyers" (or, in Kenyon's
case, applicants) hy creating "content-smart"
Weh sites.
The best sites, Scott argues, may not have
the fanciest graphics, hut they serve users hy
anticipating their needs and providing path-

ways reflecting the way people think and
browse. Booz Allen Hamilton, the global
consulting Arm, recognizing that people are
its key resource, tailors the content and
architecture of its Web site to the goal of
recruiting job candidates from a variety of
audiences. Audience is also a driving force
for Kenyon, which revamped its site in
2003, replacing a structure that simply mir
rored the colleges organization with links
and "gateways"-Catering to the needs of
users, especially prospective students. Scott,
who interviewed former Vice President for
Development Kimberlee Klesner, a leader of
the Web redesign effort, points out that
Kenyon's site also appeals to applicants by
emphasizing community through its home
page "Meet Kenyon People" profiles.
Scott highlights his themes in sections
summarizing "best practices" and "lessons
learned." Consistency in tone, browserfriendliness, the importance of "self-select
paths" for different groups of users, and,
above all, the primacy of content—these
and other points, buttressed by the com
pelling case studies, make Cashing In with
Content vital reading for any organization
with a presence on the Web.
—D.L.
CLASSIC GOLF
INSTRUCTION
By Christopher Obetz '89
(illustrations by Anthony Ravielli)
Rizzoli

George Plimpton once said of sports writing:
the smaller the hall, the better the litera
ture. Golf is a case in point—very small
ball, terrific literature. We can add to the
hxly of golf literature this handsome and
unique hook, which readers can savor for its

artistry as well as its information. Classic
Golf Instruction features the line drawings of
the late Anthony Raviclli, whose illustra
tions graced the pages of Golf Digest and
Sports Illustrated for forty years. It was
Ravielli who provided the sketches for the
hest-selling instructional Kxik of all rime,
Ben Hogan's Five Lessons: The Modern
Fundamentals of Golf. Christopher Obetz
'89, an art history major and varsity golfer
while at Kenyon, found the original works of
Ravielli in an antiques store in New York
City and acquired the entire collection. He
selected the most appropriate sketches to
demonstrate all aspects of the golf swing,
from grip to stance, from hip rum and
weight shift to finish—from the full swing,
moreover, to pitching, chipping, and putting.
Accompanying these compel lingly interpre
tive drawings (Ravielli was himself a golfer)
is commentary by some of the best players
and teachers in golf today, including Greg
Norman, David Leadhetrcr, Jim McLean,
and Butch Harmon. Norman has also written one of three forewords; the other two are
by Tom Watson and Nick Seitz. Jack
Nicklaus has contributed the preface. Ohctz
has given us a rare work, as strikingly beauti
ful as it is immensely useful.
—Russ Geiger, head golf coach
IMPRINT

:i

By Paul L. Bates '67
Five Star

Imprint takes place in a world not unfamiliar
to futuristic narratives: the ruling elite, in an
attempt to create an ideal society, has
instead produced an over-policed, hypercleansed dystopia that survives on societywide amnesia and the sweeping away of rats
and the homeless. The lone dissenter, strain
ing against the culture, is Wyatt Weston.
The would-he rebel is hampered, however,
by Knng pxxir and marginalized, not to men
tion consumed with thoughts of a past love
that no one else remembers. Weston's mind
is his sole and secret weapon against the
state, and as he rises in sticial standing, it

sixin becomes the only thing that might help
him stay alive and find what he's looking for.
Bates hits given as a story that captivates not
only through plot hut also through its surreal, lashly dark prose.
—PH.
THE PREVENTION OF
EATING PROBLEMS AND
EATING DISORDERS!
THEORY, RESEARCH,
AND PRACTICE
By Michael Levine and Linda Smolak
Lawrence Erlbaum Associates

As eating disorders have spread, alarming
parents, educators, and health professionals,
the field of prevention has mushroomed, pro
ducing numerous studies along with contro
versy about everything from the meaning of
prevention to whether prevention is even
possible. Psychologists Michael Levine and
Linda Smolak, who with their colleague
Sarah Mumcn have made Kenyon a nation
ally known center of expertise tin body
image and eating disorders, have now writ
ten a comprehensive overview of the field.
The Kxik, which draws on the hard-earned
lessons of prevention science in areas such as
drug abuse and smoking, will be an invalu
able resource not only for other researchers
but also for teachers, nonprofit support
groups, community activists, and students.
Levine and Smolak examine the range of
approaches to prevention, providing theoret
ical background, reviewing Kith published
and unpublished studies, and offering a
wealth of information for those involved in
planning and implementing prevention pro
grams. Should a prevention curriculum, for
example, focus on self-esteem or media liter
acy? Should it begin as early as elementary
school? Should it target girls or include hoys
as well? There are no easy answers in this
realm. But anyone seriously interested in
answers would do well to begin with this
Kxik. "Not only can prevention work," the
authors argue, "hut a broad coalition of peo
ple must try to find ways to make it work."
—D.L.
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OF INTEREST

FICTION
Brian T. Jones *97 (illustrator) and
Tom Dunsmuir, You Can't Milk a
Dancing Cow (Tanglewood Press).
Whimsy reigns in this slender hook for
children ages four through eight. A dot
ing farmers wife makes clothes for her
animals (raincoats for wet cows, pajamas
for a shivering rooster), with comically
disastrous results (cows won't come in to
be milked, rooster oversleeps). Brian
Jones brings the silliness to life with
evocative illustrations.
NON FICTION
John Leslie '69, Star Beams:
Extraordinary Insights from an Ordinary
Life (Llumina Press). Leslie, a life coach,
has found that he doesn't have to wait
around for something incredible to hap
pen in his life; everyday experience can
yield meaningful lessons. His Kxik, a
collection of these lessons, will inspire
the reflective reader.
Barry J. Rosenberg '79, Spring into
Technical Writing for Engineers and
Scientists (Addison-Wesley). This Kxik
soaringly transcends the promise of its
title. Yes, it's thorough, clear, and enor
mously useful, full of important lessons
and smart examples on everything from
abstracts to glossaries, from the impor
tance of precise verbs to the dangers of
jargon. But it's also witty, engaging,
immensely creative, and great fun.
That's right, fun. Here's a "technical
writing" manual that uses juggling to
discuss effective uses of photography and
line art; that makes a point aKiut foot
notes through puckish, but apt, allusions
to Freud. Reading this Kxik, one is curi
ous to know more aKxit the author—
and tine can, in a profile on page 56.
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ut of Bounds
When he isn't chasing records on
the basketball court, Matt Formato
is exploring the far-flung culture
of Chile, on a motorcycle

attending classes at La Universidad de Chile.

"Mato" has played a key role in revitaliz

He also had an opportunity to visit Easter

ing a program that had fallen onto hard times

Island, which so fascinated him that he often

after a string of successes during the 1990s.

asked to part ways with the tour groups so

"The numbers are nice," says Formato, refer

that he could rent a motorcycle and explore

ring to his own accomplishments, "but tinning

on his own.

things around here and being a part of that

The basketball standout, who grew up

history is what is most important. When I go

For senior Matt Formato, history is hands-on

idolizing Michael Jordan of the Chicago Bulls,

into coach's office and see photos of guys like

and high-energy. The political science major

would learn that in Chile, aside from a few

[John] Rinka, I get goose-bumps thinking

from the Chicago area delves into other cul

noncompetitive games of hoops, he would

about how he played the game and how he

tures by touring ruins, climbing volcanoes,

have to spend more time with a different

literally mesmerized Ohio. Having my name

and venturing out on a motorcycle. At

kind of ball. "I played a lot of soccer in

anywhere near his makes me feel proud to

Kenyon, Formato makes history—by dodging

Santiago," he says, adding, "Most soccer is

be recognized as a part of Kenyon basketball

opponents, slashing to the hoop, lighting up

played on basketball courts with small soccer

history."

the scoreboard, and then smiling as he jogs

nets pulled onto them, so using the courts for

back to the other end of the court.

basketball was hardly an optioiL"

A 6'1" guard on the Lords basketball team,

W

Head Coach Matt Croci has high praise for
Formato. "Matt has consistently performed at

Formato associates soccer with his father,

a high level for us and has made quite an

Formato is a chipper, well-liked student-ath

and with his decision to come to Ksnyon.

impact here," Croci says. "He has a magnetic

lete who has the potential for a great senior

"My dad was a soccer coach, and naturally

personality and exudes the Kenyon spirit. His

season and the chance to become, statistically

that was my first sport," he explains. "If it

passions are equally balanced among politics,

speaking, one of the best players in the his

wasn't for him, I'm not sure how involved in

people, world issues, and basketball. We have

tory of the program. He entered his final sea-

sports I would be. And I know I wouldn't bt

had more than one prospective recruit men

son with 1,315 career points, making him the

at Kenyon. I threw away all the letters I got

tion that he'd love to play with Matt and help

thirteenth highest scorer, all-time, at Kenyon.

from Kenyon, without opening them, until he

rebuild our program."

But Formato's world isn't bounded by bas
ketball. Far from it. Immediately after the
Lords' 2004-05 season ended last February, he

ll!

told me what a great school it was."

As for post-Kenyon plans, Formato would

His father's advice led to a campus visit
during the winter of his senior year in high

turned his attention fully to another passion—

school. He spent time with some gregarious

Spanish-speaking cultures. Within twenty-

members of the basketball team, and their

four hours of his last game, he boarded a

warm welcome sealed the deal. It was his

plane for five months of study in Santiago,

teammates who eventually gave him his

Chile, where he would

nickname, "Mato."

V

love to play professional basketball in
Argentina or Mexico. Realistically, though, he
5s

is contemplating a career in
international relations
or business.
F

For now, he'll just

J

i

live with a host

have to keep work-

1 ing on—and mak-

T

1family while

|

ing—history.
—Marty Fuller
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MEN S CROSS
COUNTRY
RECAP: Placed fourth at
the North Coast Athletic
Conference (NCAC) champi
onship and finished fifteenth
among thirty-four teams at the
National Collegiate Athletic
Association (NCAA) Division
III Great Likes regional meet.
First-year student James Boston,
who led the Lords for most of the
season, and senior Sean
Strader earned spots on the
All-NCAC second team.
WOMEN S CROSS
COUNTRY
RECAP: The Lidies captured
fifth place in the conference
championship race and con
cluded their season with an
impressive eighth-place showing
in the Great Lakes regional meet.
Senior Amy Wilkins capped off
her collegiate career by turning
in a sixth-place individual finish
at the NCAC championship, a
feat that positioned her on the
All-NCAC first team.

FIELD HOCKEY
RECORD: 10-7 overall,
6-6 NCAC
RECAP: Under the direction of
interim head coach Chrissy
Kilroe, the Ladies nearly battled
their way to a berth in the
NCAC playoffs. The team came
up one game short, however, and
finished tied for fourth in the
conference. Senior defender Kate
Flinner was the only player from
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LEFT: Sophomore receiver Phelipe Johnson eludes a couple of Allegheny defenders. He finished the season
with a team-best 571 receiving yards. CENTER: First-year setter Sam Hoeffler battles for a Kenyon point.
She led the Ladies with 672 assists during the 2005 season. RIGHT: Robert Schrock steers the ball away
from a Denison midfielder. The senior forward tallied two goals and an assist for the Lords this past season.

the NCAC selected to partici
pate in the prestigious Senior
North/South All-Star game.
She was also named to the
All-NCAC first team.
FOOTBALL
RECORD: 6-4 overall,
6-1 NCAC
RECAP: The Lords captured
second place in the NCAC and
turned in their best record since
the 1990 season. The team's
remarkable nin included a vic
tory over the College of Wooster,
which at the time was nationally
ranked. Kenyon also knocked off
Allegheny and Denison, teams it
had not defeated since 1989 and
1998, respectively. Junior Alby
Coombs wound up breaking
every College career rushing
record and the ream established
several new single-season records,
including marks for total yards
(4,003) and rushing yards
(2,298). Coomhs's efforts resulted
in his selection to the AllNCAC first team.

MEN S SOCCER
RECORD: 4-9-4 overall,
1-7-1 NCAC
RECAP: With first-year head
coach Chris Brown at the helm,
the Lirds made significant steps
in becoming a much more com
petitive team. Although their
record did not reflect it, six of
the Lirds' nine losses came by
just one goal. The team even
tied the NCAA record for play
ing the most overtime games
(seven) in a season. Senior
David Palchak registered a
team-best six goals and was
named to the All-NCAC second team.

WOMEN S SOCCER
RECORD: 10-7-1 overall,
5-3-0 NCAC
RECAP: Finishing with a
deceiving record, the Lidies had
one of their best seasons in the
past two decades. During the
regular season, the team
notched a win over Wilmington

for the first time and defeated
nationally ranked Ohio
Weslcyan for the first time since
1994. The Lidies wound up in
second place in the conference
and earned their first trip to the
NCAC playoffs before being
eliminated in the semifinal
round. Senior Blair Heiser was
selected to the All-NCAC first
team for the second consecutive
season.

VOLLEYBALL
RECORD: 9-16 overall,
2-6 NCAC
RECAP: With just seven play
ers on the roster, the Lidies
lacked depth and struggled to
keep pace with the rest of the
conference. Players were shifted
to new positions and it took
time for the Lidies to jell.
Despite the obstacles, first-year
student Sam Hoeffler led the
Ladies in assists and earned an
All-NCAC honorable mention.
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Economist Jay Corrigan probes

w

i

the value that consumers are
willing to place on such

\

"non-market" goods as the Fair

Sfr

Trade or Certified Organic label

\l

I

t feels good to buy a chocolate bar
with the Fair Trade label, signifying
decent wages for the farm workers in
developing countries who harvest the
cocoa beans. But are you willing to pay
more for that chocolate than for a regular
chocolate bar? And how much more?
What about com chips? Would you pay
more for chips in a package that said
"Made in U.S.A."?
And, to get more serious than snack
food, what about pollution? If you could
see what it cost, to you personally, to
reduce acid rain, how wide would you be
willing to open your wallet?
Jay Corrigan looks into such questions
with the eye of an economist—a microeconomist, to be exact, who studies the
complex world of economic interaction
from the standpoint of how and why indi
vidual people make choices.
Corrigan, an assistant professor of eco
nomics who joined Kenyon's faculty in
2002, is particularly interested in the value
of "non-market" gcxids, products—like the
Fair Trade label or the Certified Organic
label—that aren't tangible in the usual
sense. "It's more complicated," he says,
"than just seeing what people will pay
for bananas."
Bananas, in fact—and Fair Trade
bananas—have figured in one of
Corrigan's research projects. In October,
he and a colleague from Susquehanna
University set up a table in a supermarket
in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, considered

14
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one of the most demographically repre
sentative cities in the nation. There,
they offered people $10 to participate in
a fifteen-minute "experimental auction"
designed to measure individuals' willing
ness to pay for the Fair Trade designa
tion in products such as bananas and
chocolate.
"Our initial results show that shop
pers are willing to pay as much as a 25percent premium for Fair Trade

<1

products," says Corrigan. He adds, though,
that the premium that shoppers will pay
varies according to how much informa
tion they receive, both from product
labels and third-party sources. "We're try
ing to understand how consumers respond
to these different types of information."
Corrigan likes to use similar kinds of
hands-on exercises in the classroom, in
part because they can impart a richer
understanding of concepts than the tradi-
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"Our initial results show that
shoppers are willing to pay as
much as a 25-percent premium
for Fair Trade products." -jaycomgan
tional "chalk and talk" approach. Last
spring in "Environmental Economics," for
example, he asked the students to volun
tarily (and anonymously) donate money to
buy a pollution allowance from the
Environmental Protection Agency. The
class actually purchased 497 pounds of sul
fur dioxide emissions for 2005, through a
nonprofit organization called the Acid
Rain Retirement Fund, which buys the
allowances so that they can't be used by
power plants—the group reduces acid rain
by buying the right to pollute with sulfur
dioxide and then, in effect, choosing not
to use that right.
Corrigan s aim was not only to demon
strate, in a very concrete way, that pollu
tion control comes with costs. By asking
the students to use their own money, he
got them to reflect on the question of indi
vidual willingness to bear that cost. Why
do some people prefer to pay and others
opt out? What factors influence their
choices? The questions aren't merely aca
demic; they could influence legislation and
public policy.
The exercise also addressed one of
the problems inherent in teaching
"Environmental Economics," which
attracts a good many non-majors as well
as economics majors. "It's an advanced
course," notes Corrigan. "I want to make
it appealing and useful to the non-majors
who may lack some of the theoretical
tools, while keeping it challenging for
the majors."

Corrigan, an Iowa native who
received his B.A. from Grinnell College
and his Ph.D. at Iowa State University,
knew early on that he wanted to teach at
a small liberal-arts college with a tightknit community. "I loved it at Grinnell, a
place that's very similar to Kenyon," he
says. "1 liked the fact that classes were
small and that professors cared about you
personally, not just about your assign
ments and exams but about who you
were and what you had going on."
Kenyon is a family affair for Corrigan:
his wife, Sonia, works as the director of
prospect management in the develop
ment office. The two enjoy Knox
County's rural lifestyle. Corrigan, for
example, has become a casual but enthu
siastic bird watcher, who helped monitor
the bluebird boxes at the Brown Family
Environmental Center last summer and
who, from his own property, has counted
forty species, ranging from a domestic
goose to a pileated wixxlpecker.
As something of an expert on auc
tions (albeit experimental auctions for
research purposes), he also enjoys the
Knox County Fair, where the 4-H kids
sell their hogs, cows, and lambs, with
local companies paying higher than mar
ket prices for the "intangible" value of
publicity and civic contribution. Perhaps
he's wondering: what would a Kenyon
class pay for a hog? '3
—Dan Laskin

ART
Marcella Hackbardt had four digital
photographs in the exhibit "Beautiful
Dreamer" at the Spaces Gallery in
Cleveland, Ohio, in September and
October. Karen Snouffer, who is on sab
batical leave this year, has been working
on a painting project related to her
father's role in World War II and the lib
eration of France. In May, she traveled to
Epernay, France, a small town where her
father, now deceased, had been billeted
as a military police officer for several
weeks after Patton's entry into the coun
try. Snouffer met with the eighty-sixyear-old Maurice Lausanne, a former
member of the French police and French
underground. She hopes to return in the
spring of 2006 to exhibit her work in the
Hotel de Ville and to continue meeting
citizens or family members of people who
were touched by the German occupation
and the eventual liberation by the
Americans. One of the paintings from
this project is on the cover of Professor of
American Studies Peter Rutkoff's most
recent book. The Last Hedgerow.

ART HISTORY
Sarah Blick is on sabbatical leave this
year. She is continuing to edit
Peregrinations, her online journal devoted
to medieval art and architecture, while
finishing editing a volume of essays on
medieval art in memory of Brian Spencer
and working on a book-length
manuscript on the pilgrimage to
Canterbury Cathedral. In May 2006, she
will be part of a round-table discussion
on electronic publishing at the

continued on page 17
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MASON AND LOBANOV-ROSTOVSKY
PROMOTED TO FULL PROFESSOR
1J

V

'

Ted Mason

fire

Sergei LobanovRostovsky

/

f

I 1 heodore O. Mason Jr. and Sergei
Lobanov-Rostovsky, both memJL Hers of Kenyon's English faculty,
have won promotions to the rank of full
professor. The recommendations of the
Tenure and Promotion Committee were
endorsed by the College's Board of Trustees
at its October 29 meeting.
A faculty member since 1988, Mason is
a specialist in African-American literature
and literary theory who previously taught
at the University of Virginia and Mount
Holyoke and Trinity (Connecticut) col
leges. He is also affiliated with the concen

A

CELEBRATING
NINETY-THREE YEARS
Professor Emeritus of Physics Franklin
Miller Jr. reached his ninety-third
birthday this fall, and Kenyon cele
brated with a series of events honor
ing the long-time faculty member not
only for his contributions to the
College but for his distinguished
career in community service. Miller, a
renowned author of physics textbooks,
taught at Kenyon from 1948 until his
retirement in 1981. The College's
observatory is named for him, as are
the Franklin Miller Awards, which rec
ognize students who do significant
work beyond the scope of the curricu
lum. The festivities included a campus
birthday party, with President S.
Georgia Nugent attending.
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trations in African and AfricanAmerican studies, which he directs,
and women's and gender studies.
A former incumbent of Kenyon's
John B. McCoy Distinguished Teaching
Professorship, Mason has served beyond
the College as chair of the membership
committee and president of the Society
for the Study of Narrative Literature; as
a member of the staff of the reference
series American Literary Scholarship;
and as a contributor to the Oxford
Companion to^ African-American
Literature and the Johns Hopkins Guide
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to Literary Theory and Criticism. He
graduated from Wesleyan University
and earned his Ph.D. at Stanford
University.
Lobanov-Rostovsky, who joined
the faculty in 1993, is a Shakespeare
scholar with interests in creative
writing and film. A 2001 recipient of
a Trustee Teaching Excellence
Award, he is also a member of the
women's and gender studies faculty.
In addition to his scholarly work,
Lobanov-Rostovsky has written sev
eral novels, including The Blue Wall,
Cold Steel Rain, and The Burying
Field, under the pen name Kenneth
Abel. He currently serves as a con
sulting editor to the Kenyon Review,
with added responsibilities this year
during editor David Lynn's term as
director of the English department's
Exeter Program—a program that
Lobanov-Rostovsky himself has
twice led. A graduate of Louisiana
State University, he earned a mas
ter's degree in creative writing at
Stanford University and a doctorate
in English at Harvard University.
This was the first time promo
tions were considered at the October
meeting, which will be the regular
practice in the future. The Tenure
and Promotion Gmtmittee's recom
mendations regarding tenure, as
well as pre-tenure and performance
reviews, will continue to be brought
forward at the board's April
meetings. 0

continued from page 15
International G ingress on Medieval
Studies. Melissa Dabakis will lead the
first contingent of Kenyon students in
the new off-campus study program,
Kenyon in Rome and Horence (Italy).
She and fourteen students, with majors
ringing from art and art history to eco
nomics and classics, will be in residence
in Trastevcre (Rome) in February. They
will spend three months in Rome and
one month in Florence. While in
Rome, Dabakis will continue her study
of American women sculptors in Rome
from 1850 to 1876. Two essays from this
project will sixin appear: "Angelika
Kauffmann, Johann Wolfgang Goethe,
and the Arcadian Academy in Rome"
in The Enlightened Eye: Goethe and
Visual Culture, and "'Ain't I a
Woman.7*: Anne Whitney, Edmonia
Lewis, and the Iconography of
Emancipation" in Looking High and
Low: Representing Social Conflict in
American Visual Culture. Eugene
Dwyer is preparing two seminars, one
on Pompeii and the other on the his
tory of collecting, to be taught at
Kenyon during the spring semester. He
will give a paper on the Renaissance
artist Hubert Goltzius at the annual
meeting of the Renaissance Society of
America in San Francisco in March.
His essay on the victims of Pompeii will
appear in a collection of papers,
Antiquity Rediscovered. Visitor Monica
Fullerton is offering a seminar on the
art and archaeology of ancient Athens
and will be teaching Greek art in the
spring. In June, she will attend a confer
ence in Siena on sacred images in the
ancient Mediterranean. Kristen Van
Ausdall will teach a seminar on women
in sixteenth- and seventeenth-century

Italy in the spring. Her article on
Donatello's Eucharist Tabernacle has
been accepted for publication in Artibus
et Historiae and she is currently editing a
txxik on Eucharist studies. Daniel
Younger will accomp;my his wife,
Melissa Dahakis, to Rome in the spring.
The American Academy has offered him
a visiting artist residency during March
and April 2006. In addition to teaching
and assisting with the administration of
the Kcnyon in Rome and Florence
Program, Younger will work at the
American Academy on his artistic
and scholarly project, "Rome and the
Touristic Image." This series of photographs taken in and around Rome
reflects upon the visual languages of the
touristic image and its display and con
sumption in different contexts through
out the city.

BIOLOGY
Christopher Gillen and Harry Itagaki
competed in the Gilumbus Marathon in
October. Gillen ran the entire race, while
Itagaki participated in the relay portion
with Patricia and Ray Heithaus. In
January, Gillen and Itagaki accompanied
Kenyon seniors Marissa Stearns.
Rhadha Thombre. and Meredith Wylde
as they presented their work to the
Society of Integrative and Gimparative
Biology meetings. Andrew Kerkhoff
published an article in the October issue
of the journal Global Ecology and
Biogeography titled "Plant allometry, stoichiometry, and the temperature-depen
dence of primary production." It was
coauthored by Brian Enquist from the
University of Arizona, James Elscr of
Arizona State University, and William

continued on page 19

KENYON COLLEGE ALUMNI BULLETIN WINTER ioofi

17

/ACULTY TIEWS

A

CALCIUM ON THE MOVE
Biologist Christopher Gillen shares a $450,(XX) grant from the
National Science Foundation to study calcium transport mechanisms
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ssociate Professor of Biology
Christopher Gillen and his students
will he researching the mechanisms
by which animals regulate calcium transport,
thanks to a $450,000 grant from the National
Science Foundation (NSF). Gillen won the
four-year grant with colleagues at Wright
State University in Dayton, Ohio.
The research, which may have medical
implications because of calcium's importance
to health, will use the freshwater crayfish to
study the regulation of calcium-transporting
proteins. "We are raking both cellular and
molecular approaches," says Gillen. "Crayfish
are a good model for these studies because
they transfer calcium out of their carapace
before molting, sequester it internally, and
then transport it back into the carapace as the
new shell hardens."
During the four years of the grant, Kenyon
will receive approximately $80,000 to fund
aspects of the project. A number of students
will have the opportunity to undertake
research as part of the effort.
Calcium-transport studies involving the
crayfish have been going on for several years
at Wright State, in a lab directed by Michele
Wheatly, professor of biological sciences and
dean of the university's College of Science
and Mathematics. Gillen worked in the
Wright State lab during his sabbatical in
2004-05. He and Wheatly, along with
Wheatly's research assistant, Yongping Gao,
are coprincipal investigators in the grantfunded project.
A Kenyon senior, Meredith Wvlde of
Northampton, Massachusetts, worked with
Gillen, Wheatly, and Gao at Wright State this
past summer. The four coauthored an abstract
on one of the proteins that was presented in
January 2006 at the national meeting of the
Society of Integrative and Comparative
Biology in Orlando, Florida.
Gillen, a graduate of Lafayette College
who received his Ph.D. from Yale University,
joined the Kenyon faculty in 1997. In 2002,
he received a Trustee Teaching Excellence
Award. '3
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continued, from page 17
Fagan from the University of Maryland.
The paper presents a mathematical model
of how geographical variation in growingseason temperature, the stature of plant
communities, and their use of nitrogen
and phosphorus affect the flux of carbon
between the atmosphere and the bio
sphere. Understanding this process is
important for predicting ecosystem
responses to global warming. Kerkhoff,
with Kenyon senior biology major
Katherine Boicourt. is also testing one of
the important underlying assumptions of
the model: whether the size distribution of
plants affects small-stature communities
like prairies, meadows, deserts, and tundras
in the same way it affects larger-stature
communities. Boicourt and Kerkhoff have
begun a pilot study examining the size dis
tribution of the plants in the restored
prairie at the Brown Family Environ
mental Center. Boicourt is also beginning
a study describing the different "niches" of
prairie plant species based on measurable
characteristics of their leaves, stems, and
seeds. Wade Powell's laboratory group
has published a new paper, "Aryl
Hydrocarbon Receptors in the frog
Xenopus laevis: Two AHR1 para logs
exhibit low affinity for 2,3,7,8-tetrachlorodibenzo-p-dioxin," in the November
issue of Toxicological Sciences, the journal
of the Society of Toxicology. The authors,
in addition to Powell, are Catherine Beck
'02, Emelyne Dengler '05, Tatyana
Klimova '03, Jeremy Lavine '04, Ashley
Rowatt '03, and Aric Whitington '04.

CHEMISTRY
Yutan Getzler was the sole organizer of
the Sixth Annual Ohio Inorganic
Meeting, which convened on Kenyon's
campus this fall. The meeting, initiated
by the inorganic chemistry faculty at
Ohio State University, moves around the
state. This was the first year that it was
hosted at a nondoctoral-granting institu
tion. More than eighty people from
Ohio, Michigan, and Pennsylvania
attended, including a number of Kenyon
students who presented their research
during the conference. The topics dis
cussed included chemical sensing,
bio-inorganic model compounds, MRI
contrast agents, anti-cancer agents, pho
tochemistry, nanoparticle synthesis, fun
damental structural studies, and new
catalysts. Sheryl Hemkin and Maxim
Lavrentovich '08 presented their
research on the modeling of spontaneous
calcium oscillations in astrocytes at the
International Society for Neurochemistry
in Innsbruck, Austria, last August.

DANCE
Balinda Craig-Quijada celebrated
receiving tenure by giving birth to Felix
Brooks-Quijada in September. Husband
Philip Brooks is caring for Felix as CraigQuijada returns to teaching this spring.
Professor of Dance Emeritus Maggie
Patton is teaching part-time and direct
ing opera for Otterbein College s music
department. In January, Patton was the
stage director and choreographer for
Otterbein s collaboration with the
Columbus School for Girls on a produc
tion of The Pied Piper of Hamelin, a oneact opera for children. She is directing
Otterbein's production of The Marriage of
Figaro, to be performed in February.
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Patton traveled to London, England, and
then to Italy, where she enjoyed opera
productions at the Royal Opera House at
Covent Garden and La Scala in Milan.

DRAMA
Daniel Elihu Kramer directed Love
Suicide at the Cleveland Public Theater
January 13-15. Kramer created the piece,
based on the classical Japanese play The
Love Suicides at Sonezaki, in collaboration
with a group of current Kenyon drama
students, five of whom performed in the
piece. Kramer was one of just five artists
invited from among fifty-two proposals to
he a part of Public Theater s annual Big
Box series. He and the students were in
residence from January 9-15. Wendy
MacLeod has been invited—along with
writers Lisa Kron, Theresa Rebeck, and
Byrony Lavery—to write a monologue for
The Virgin Mary Project, which will be
performed at the Brie Studio in New York
City in late April. Her play about skate
boarders in Washington, D.C., Thrash,
was done as a workshop at the O'Neill
Playwrights Conference in July. It had a
reading at Arena Stage in September and
a reading in New York City in November.
Jonathan Tazewell presented "Ritual
and Religion in the Theater" at a Brown
Bag Chat at the Mount Vernon and Knox
County Library in November. The discus
sion was based on the play The Gospel at
Colonus, which Tazewell will direct at
Kenyon in the spring semester.

continued on page 20
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continued from page 19

ECONOMICS
Jay Corrigan's paper, "Posted Price
and Bid Affiliation: Evidence from
Experimental Auctions," will be published
in the American Journal of Agricultural
Economics. The project was funded in part
by a Kenyon Faculty Development Grant
and initial data were collected with the
help of Sarah Kelsey and John Runne of
the Class of 2005. Assistant Professor of
Economics at Susquehanna University
Matthew Rousu was the coauthor on the
paper. David Harrington and Kathy
Krynski were resident scholars at the W.E.
Upjohn Institute for Employment Research
last summer and presented a seminar on
the impact of state licensing regulations on
low-skilled immigrants, in particular
Vietnamese manicurists. They presented
that same paper at the American
Economics Association meetings in
January. Harrington also presented papers
at Ohio State University, Clemson
University, and the Southern Economic
Association meetings. Their paper (with
Maya Federman), "Vietnamese
Manicurists: Are Immigrants Displacing
Natives or Finding New Nails to Polish'"
appears in the January 2006 edition of the
Industrial and Labor Relatiom Review.

have been traveling with eighteen stu
dents to theaters in Stratford-upon-Avon,
London, and Bristol. Especially exciting
were inventive productions of A
Midsummer Night's Dream and The
Comedy of Errors by the Royal
Shakespeare Company. They have also
seen some contemporary theater produc
tions, including a new play by David Edgar
called Playing with Fire, which portrays
racial conflict in contemporary Britain.
Janet McAdams is editing a new series of
hoiks by indigenous writers called
Earthworks. Launched in April 2005, the
series includes works by Carter Revard
(Osage), Diane Glancy (Cherokee),
LeAnne Howe (Choctaw), Deborah
Miranda (Chumash/Esselen), Heid Erdric
(Turtle Mountain Chippewa), and Qwo-Li
Driskill (Cherokee/Lumbee). For her work
with the series, McAdams was named
Publisher of the Year by the Wordcraft
Circle of Native Writers and Storytellers.
In conjunction with the New Medicines
Festival of Native Writers, McAdams gave
a reading from her poetry at Washington
and Lee University in May 2005. Her
poem, Ohio Road Song, appeared in the
Spring 2005 issue of Shenandoah. Timothy
Shutt has two new recorded courses and
accompanying books. The first is Dante's
Divine Comedy, released in 2005, and the
second is Masterpieces of Medieval
Literature, which will he released in
early 2006.
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MATHEMATICS
Judy Holdener's paper "When
Thue-Morse meets Koch," coauthored by
Kenyon student Jun Ma '05, appeared in
the September issue of the journal Fractals:
Complex Geometry, Patterns, and Scaling in
Nature and Society. Holdener presented
this work in October at the American
Mathematical Society's Eastern Section
Meeting at Bard College in New York. A
second paper titled "Product-free Sets and
the Card Game SET' appeared in the jour
nal PRIMUS in December 2005. This
work was presented at the Mathematical
Association of America Ohio section
meeting at Ashland University in October.
In early November, Holdener gave a talk at
Ohio Wesleyan University titled "Perfect
Numbers and the Abundancy Index." This
talk was based on her recent work in num
ber theory, some of which was published in
the "Proceedings of the 'Art and Math =
X' Conference" at the University of
Colorado in Boulder in June 2005. It fea
tures a mathematical painting that she cre
ated during her sabbatical year in 2004-05.
A short paper titled "Two Sums of Sines
and Cosines" will appear in a forthcoming
issue of Mathematics Magazine.

•»

ENGLISH
Visiting Assistant Professor of English
Joseph Campana had a volume of poems,
The Book of Faces, published on November
1. He presented a public reading of this
new work on campus in November. David
Lynn is leading the Kenyon-Exeter
Program this year along with his wife,
Wendy Singer of the history faculty. They

spoke at the London School of Economics
on her research about women's quotas and
Indian elections.

HISTORY

MODERN LANGUAGES
AND LITERATURES

Wendy Singer, who is administering the
Kenyon-Exeter Program with her husband,
David Lynn, attended a conference at
Oxford University on the "State of Play in
South Asian History" and served as a com
mentator on a paper about political influ
ences on the discipline of history. She also

Jianhua Bai prepared a chapter, published
in September, titled "Overview: Past,
Present, and Future (of Teaching Chinese
as a Foreign Languagel" for the AP Chinese
Teacher's Guide. He was nominated to
serve on the Executive Council of the
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American Council of Teachers of Foreign
Languages for the 2005-06 year. In addi
tion, he was invited to serve on the
National Advisory Board for the Center
for Language Education and Research for
the term 2006-10, as well as to serve as
chair of the AP Chinese Language and
Culture Exam Development Committee
for Educational Testing Service and The
College Board. Bai participated in the pro
ject "Establishing High-Quality Chinese
Language Programs: A How-to Guide,"
sponsored by the Asia Society in October
2005 in New York City. In November, he
chaired a panel, "Beyond Cracking the
Qxle: Semantic and Pragmatic
Considerations on Grammar Pedagogy," at
the American Council on the Teaching of
Foreign Language/Chinese Language
Teachers Association conference in
Baltimore. He also presented a paper,
"Beyond Prescription: a Task-based
Approach to Teaching Training," at the
conference. In December, he was invited
by the University of Southern California
to present a talk on "AP Chinese and its
Possible Impact on the Chinese Foreign
Language Field." Marta Sierra wrote a
chapter, "Cuentame un cuento chino: la
estetica sin territorio de Luisa Futoransky,"
published in La fxilabra itinerante de Luisa
Futoransky in November. In addition, the
following articles have appeared in peerreviewed journals: "Las tierras de la memoria: las esteticas sin territorio de Wirold
Gombrowicz y Felisberto Hernandez" in
Hispanic Review; "De canibales, piratas y
poltgrafas: escritura, obscenidad y mutilacion en Alejandra Pizarnik" in Latin
American Literary Review; "Mundo grua:
las paradojas del cuerpo y la maquina en la
sociedad argentina de los anos noventa" in
Argentina en su literatura, Volume VIII;
"Oblique Views: Artistic Doubling, Ironic
Mirroring and Photomontage in the

Works of Norah Lange and Norah Borges"
in Revista Canadiense de Estudios
Hispanicos; and "Maquinas, ficciones y
sociedades secretas: Caterva de Juan Filloy
y La ciudad ausente de Ricardo Piglia" in
Revista lberoamericana. In October, she
presented "Visiones desde el corner:
Construcciones visuales y discurso literario
en la pnxluccidn temenina de la vanguardia" at the Fifteenth Annual
Conference of the Association of Hispanic
Women Writers in Tegucigalpa, Honduras.
Sierra is working on a btx>k project on
travel narratives that focus on trans
oceanic trips between Europe and South
America. The htx>k will consider issues of
exile and deterritorialization. She plans to
review the literature prixluced in the ships
that crossed the Atlantic, considering a
wide array of manifestations (travel
accounts prixluced by scientists and mis
sionaries, travel journals by intellectuals,
diaries by immigrants, and fiction and
poetry written during the transixeanic pas
sage) and exploring how they affected the
national literature of Argentina.

PHILOSOPHY
Juan De Pascuale has been appointed by
the National Research Council of the
National Academies to serve as chair of
the philosophy and religion panel for the
Ford Foundation Diversity Fellowship
Program. This is De Pascualc's fifth year on
the panel and second year as chair. Yang
Xiao presented two papers last summer.
The first, titled "The Power of Virtue," was
presented at the Ninth East-West
Philosophers' Conference, "Educations and
Their Purposes: A Philosophical Dialogue
among Cultures," at the University of
Hawaii. He presented the second, "The
Pragmatic Turn: Articulating Linguistic

Practice in Early China," at the conference
"Argument and Persuasion in Ancient
Chinese Texts" at the Catholic University
of Leuven in The Netherlands.
:t

PHYSICS
Benjamin Schumacher gave one of the
four plenary lectures at the 2005 Institute
of Electrical and Electronics Engineers
(IEEE) International Symposium on
Information Theory' in Adelaide, Australia,
in September.

RELIGIOUS STUDIES
Miriam Dean-Otting is on sabbatical
leave this year. She is spending her time in
Gamhier working on a book on modem
prophets. She hopes to finish the
manuscript by March, leaving time for
additional projects before her sabbatical
concludes.

SOCIOLOGY
Marilyn Yarbrough Dissertation Teaching
Fellow Anna Xiao Dong Sun presented a
paper based on one of her dissertation
chapters at the 2005 Social Science
History Assixriation conference in
Portland, Oregon, on November 5. She
also chaired a session titled "The Lines of
Secularism and Religion." When the
acclaimed Chinese-American writer Ha
Jin visited Kenyon as part of the Faculty
Lectureship series November 14-15, Sun
was one of the faculty hosts and she, along
with Assistant Professor of Philosophy
Yang Xiao, conducted a public interview
with Ha Jin in Higley Hall Auditorium.
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BY DAN LASKIN
PHOTO BY MEGAN NADOLSKl

ic Sheffield looked out at the audience in the Olin
Library auditorium last October and recalled the
moment when he and Ted Mason found themselves
alone, facing the prospect of being the only two
black professors at Kenyon.
It was April 1996. Robert Hinton of the history faculty had just
been denied tenure. G. Renoir McDonaugh of the psychology
department had been turned down for a second reappointment.
"I'm not interested in debating the merits of those cases,"
Sheffield told the Olin gathering. "More important are the
consequences."
An immediate consequence was that he and Mason felt bereft.
Here it was, more than a century and a half after Kenyons found
ing, and two short decades after a young man named Kenneth
Bluford had joined the English department as the College's very
first African-American faculty member. Recent years had produced
lots of discussion and a little progress. And now, in April 1996, the
black faculty had been cut in half. From a meager four, to two.
"Professor Mason and I looked at each other," Sheffield told the
Olin audience. Then he gave a mischievous grin. "We cut our
palms and pressed our hands together, hkxxl brothers," and he
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Professors Theodore Mason,
left, and Ric Sheffield have
kept the spotlight on the issue
of hiring more faculty mem
bers from minority groups.
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allowed rhe grin to widen as the crowd laughed at the playful fabri
cation, a nod from rhe happier present to a more troubled past.
"We made a pact," Sheffield went on, and the smile faded, so that
the laughter ebbed as he said, "We told each other: If you go, I go."

Near the

Pof the agenda

IN ORDER TO STAY FOCUSED

on key priorities, Kenyon's
board of trustees has created
a list of "main things" to pur
sue. Similarly, the provost's
office maintains a "dash
board" tracking progress in
top-priority areas.
Minority hiring makes
both lists.
Why? The central reason
is that students—white as
well as minority—benefit
from interaction with profes
sors (as well as peers) repre
senting many cultures and
ethnic backgrounds.
"Students graduating from
Kenyon should be prepared to
enter a world where they will
encounter a rich variety of
influences," says Provost
Gregory Spaid. "If we live in
a bubble protected from those
influences, we don't serve our
students well at all."
At the moment, the
College defines "minority"
as African American, Asian,
Hispanic, and American
Indian. That definition could
conceivably expand. A Task
Force on Diversity, scheduled
to give the trustees a prelimi
nary report in February, has
been examining a wide range
of diversity issues relating to
admissions, student life, the
curriculum, the administra
tive staff, and the faculty.
Kenyon's approach to
minority faculty recruiting is
straightforward. "We do
everything we can to encour

age the departments to make
sure they have minority can
didates in their pools," says
Spaid. "Then we hire the best
people in the pools." The deci
sive criteria involve teaching,
scholarship, and a commit
ment to liberal education.
Simply advertising open
ings isn't enough. Search
committees may contact col
leagues at universities,
including traditionally black
institutions, to ask about
promising graduate students
from minority groups. "We're
competing in the big
leagues," says English depart
ment chair Theodore Mason.
"This takes active recruiting."
The goal is not to reach
quotas. "No one is subscrib
ing to the notion that we sim
ply hire a face," says Mason.
But he believes that a "critical
mass" of minority faculty
members is essential for a
healthy campus environment.
Most of his colleagues agree.
In a recent survey of faculty
nationwide, nearly 80 percent
of the participating Kenyon
professors selected increased
minority representation in
the faculty and staff as a high
priority.
So what constitutes a
critical mass? Spaid suggests
the answer may be: "We will
know we have reached it
when we stop having to ask
the question."
—D.L.

Laughter shadowed by somberness, optimism tinged with concern.
The October gathering was a celebration, marking the thirtieth
anniversary of black faculty at Kenyon. But it was also a forum for dis
cussion about difficult issues that persist as the College seeks to build
on another consequence of April 1996: a track record of greater suc
cess in recruiting—and keeping—African-American professors.
"Kenyon has really turned things around," says Provost Gregory
Spaid, noting that between 1996 and 2005 the number of black pro
fessors rose from four to eleven. "Over that period, we've had two
presidents, four chairs of the board, and three provosts," Spaid points
out, "but there's been a consistent commitment to recruit more
minority faculty. The will is there. I'm proud of what we've done."
The challenges are complex, though, for both recruiting and reten
tion. They include factors that affect faculty in general, such as
whether new professors will feel at home in rural Ohio or whether
their spouses will he able to find good jobs. But they also embrace
issues unique to members of this historically excluded minority, such
as the pressure to he an all-purpose mentor for black students as well
as an always-available racial representative for collegiate committees
and social functions.
"We have a good record of retention," says Spaid, "but we do lose
minority faculty for a variety of reasons. We can never rest."

T

he debates and demands of the civil-rights era were slow
to emerge at Kenyon. A civil rights conference in
February 1967 brought Jesse Jackson to campus, hut there
was controversy about whether this ferment from the
outside world really had a place in Gambier. Some remember a
Confederate flag hanging from a window of Old Kenyon
that weekend.
In 1969, as Kenyon was initiating the biggest social transformation
in its history—the admission of women—black students (rjiere were
about ten) drafted a "Statement of Policy" calling for the hiring of
black faculty, the inclusion of black culture in the curriculum, and
increased financial aid to recruit more African-American students.
They ultimately formed the Black Student Union, which was offi
cially recognized by the College in 1970.
The administration, meanwhile, established a "Commission on the
Disadvantaged" to ponder Kenyon's responsibility in addressing the
social problems arising from poverty. The commission's proposals,
issued in November 1969, ranged from minority scholarships to a
teaching internship program for black graduate students. But little

"The Yarbrough Dissertation
Fellowship has become a prestigious
and well-known program. I'm talking
about some ol the best graduate
students from some ol the best
programs in the country."

changed. In the entire faculty and staff,
there was still just one black face: that of
Ms. Gene C. Payne, the resident nurse, who
had come in 1962.
It was affirmative action of sorts—that is,
a deliberate effort—that brought Kenneth
Lee Bluford to Kenyon as a visiting assistant
professor of English in 1975. Galbraith
Crump of the English faculty contacted
Houston A. Baker, an eminent black scholar
then teaching at the University of
Pennsylvania, and asked whether he could
recommend a black graduate student who
might be interested in interviewing for a position. Baker suggested
Bluford, a graduate of New York University and one of his disserta
tion advisees at Penn.
Bluford, then twenty-five, had a mixed experience at Kenyon, but
not because of pressures related to race. Years in mainly white insti
tutions had "immunized me against routine racial prejudice," he
wrote in a recent e-mail exchange. "As a shirt can be preshrunk, I
was pre-traumatized."
He taught contemporary American literature, Afro-American lit
erature, and fiction-writing. He liked most of his colleagues, and the
black students welcomed him. But he wasn't sure he was committed
to teaching. Moreover, he was a loner.
"In four years at Kenyon I never bothered to get a phone," he
wrote. Although colleagues "graciously invited me to dinners and
parties," he went on, "I didn't form any lasting relationships. I wasn't
putting down roots." In 1979, with a second two-year contract nearing expiration, he told the department chair that he didn't want to
return. He currently works as a human-resources specialist for the
Department of the Navy in Philadelphia, writes and publishes poetry,
and has taught for the past fifteen years as an adjunct writing instruc
tor at the G)mmunity College of Philadelphia.
"It was a gig," he said of his years at Kenyon, "not the best, not
the worst." Do any memories stand out? He learned to drive in
Gambier, and once Paul Newman accidentally took his shopping
cart in the grocery store. Does he have a place in Kenyon history? "If
it took Kenyon 150 years to invite someone like me to visit," he
wrote, "the most I could hope was to be the thin edge of the wedge."
That wedge widened, slowly.
Mary Elizabeth Rucker joined the English department in 1978
but, despite making some close friends at the College, had a rocky
tenure and left in 1981.

— TED MASON

The next few years produced a handful of hires—black professors
who stayed for two to five years—and an impressive amount of discus
sion. A 1987 Task Force on Diversity was succeeded by a 1989
Colloquium on Diversity, which spawned "task groups" that reported
back in yet another colloquium in 1991.
Meanwhile, Theodore (Ted) Mason and Ric Sheffield arrived in
1989. Both are still at the College today and serve, in a sense, as the
elder statesmen of the black faculty. Mason, a specialist in literary the
ory and African-American literature, was the first black to earn tenure
at Kenyon, in 1992. List fall he was promoted to full professor, the
first black to attain the faculty's highest rank. He is currently chairing
the English department.
Sheffield is an associate professor of sociology and legal studies who
is serving a stint as an associate provost. He is also the son of a work
ing-poor family from Mount Vernon, Ohio, who became a lawyer and
who, before joining the Kenyon faculty, served in the civil rights divi
sion and then led the consumer protection division of the Ohio attor
ney general's office. So he brought with him a close familiarity with
diversity issues, the ability to argue a case with thorough documenta
tion, and a sense of obligation to "pave the way" for other blacks.
"When Ted and 1 came in 1989, there were six black faculty mem
bers," says Sheffield. "It was down to four the next year, and three the
next year. Notwithstanding the rhetoric of commitment to diversity,
we seemed to be going in the opposite direction."
Sheffield dug through the College archives to create a "social his
tory of minority appointments." When Robert A. Oden Jr. was chosen
as Kenyon s new president in 1995, Sheffield sent him a memo detail
ing that history. He would do the same with current President S.
Georgia Nugent in 2003. "I knew that no one else would take the
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time or have the interest to do this," Sheffield says. "1 wanted to
make sure that these people, coming in, knew our history."
Mason and Sheffield pushed, aided by Robert Hinton, who had
joined the history department in 1991. Sheffield smiles to recall how
the three styled themselves "The African-American Faculty Caucus."
Then came the April day in 1996 when Hinton lost his tenure
battle and McDonaugh was denied a second reappointment. Mason
acknowledges that the College must have had its reasons, given that
the decisions were hound to he controversial. Ugly e-mail exchanges
erupted, and there was a rally on campus.
"That was the low point," says Mason. But he notes that it also
was a turning point. "The administration, while standing by their
decision, said, 'We need to do something about this."'
Trustee William H. Lowry Jr. '56 H'99 recalls feeling "devastated"
by the 1996 events. Lowry, one of the early black students at
Kenyon, spoke as part of a panel at the October 2005 celebration.
"The hoard talked about what we had to do if we were really serious
about this," he said. "We had to take firm action. It has to come from
the top."
Oden opened the 1997-98 academic year by declaring "Difference
at Kenyon" as a major agenda item. In traditional collegiate fashion,
that meant all-campus colloquia—there were two of them that year.
But there were significant changes its well.
Recruitment picked up momentum, as academic departments got
into the habit of aggressively seeking to bring minority candidates
into hiring p<x>ls. With assistance from Sheffield
and Mason, the College created the
Dissertation/Teaching Fellowship for Minority
Scholars and the Visiting Minority Artist Program.
Both initiatives got under way in 1998-99.
The fellowship has had an especially profound
impact. The competitive program, now named for
the late trustee Marilyn Yarbrough, provides a gen
erous stipend to one or two gifted young scholars
from under-represented groups. They take up resi
dence at Kenyon for a year, completing their disser
tation while teaching (one course each) and getting
a taste of the liberal-arts environment in a smallcollege setting.

"It has become a prestigious and well-known program," says Mason.
"I'm talking about some of the best graduate students from some of the
best programs in the country."
The fellowship is not designed as a "pipeline" to the College; the
goal is primarily to benefit the graduate students. But the regular infu
sion of minority scholars enriches the intellectual environment at
Kenyon. And several have in fact won tenure-track positions.
"The dissertation fellowships are one of the secrets of our success,"
says Spaid. "We've had extraordinary success in attracting enormously
talented young faculty to Kenyon." Spaid points out that between
1996 and 2005, while the number of African-American professors rose
from four to eleven, the number of Asians climbed from four to thir
teen. Professors of Hispanic background ^increased in number from five
in 1996 to nine in 2004, then dipped to six last year.

M

omentum is hard to maintain. In 2004-05, for
example, the College had fifteen tenure-track
openings, the most ever in any single year, but was
able to hire only one minority candidate.
Institutional commitment doesn't guarantee results.
Stiff competition among colleges and universities is one reason.
Kenyon's rural location can also he an obstacle. "It's hard to feel at
home in Knox County," says Maria Kohlman, associate professor of
sociology, who came to the College from Washington, D.C., as one of

"Being black at Kenyon is like
being on stage. Whether you re in
the post office or the bookstore,
you're always noticed.''
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the first dissertation fellows. Last year she became the first AfricanAmerican woman to receive tenure.
Kenyon can seem very isolated, particularly to blacks coming from
large universities or urban areas. "I've had the same conversation
numerous times with black candidates," says Sheffield. "They come
into my office, we close the dtx>r, and they ask me, 'What's it
like living here?"'
It's sometimes difficult, in fact, partly because blacks feel that their
conspicuousness can paradoxically render them invisible. With dis
maying regularity over the years, Sheffield and Mason have found
that people confuse one for the other, as if they were interchangeable.
Other black professors have had the same experience.
Moreover, because they feel a special obligation to help black stu
dents, black faculty members take on a double burden of the personal
atrentiveness that Kenyon students expect. "I spend time mentoring
black students," says Kohlman, "hut I'm here for all students." She
adds that, because women are seen as nurturers—and because she's
one of just a few female black professors—she deals with more than
her share of students' personal problems.
In the same way, African-American faculty bear a disproportion
ate burden of institutional obligations, from serving on search com
mittees to meeting with prospective students. This is one reason that
greater numbers are important, many contend.
"Once you get a critical mass," says Mason, "the responsibilities
get spread out more widely. Also, students of all persuasions, as it
were, sec that there are a lot of different ways of being a black faculty
member. There are different personal styles and reaching styles."

lRespite their increasing numbers, Kenyon's black professors still
feel self-conscious enough to need regular occasions to get together
alone. The "black faculty lunch," which takes place roughly once a
month, gives them a chance to talk about individual students arid
knotty teaching problems that may have racial overtones. The
younger professors use the occasion to get advice from the more senior
faculty members. Also, it's simply a time when the black professors
can relax in a way that is difficult otherwise.
"Being black at Kenyon is like being on stage," says Sheffield.
"Whether you're in the post office or the bookstore, you're always
noticed." He and Mason both hnd themselves measuring their words
in public, wondering whether certain opinions or styles of speech
will attract unfair labels. But at the black faculty lunch, those
concerns vanish.
For others at Kenyon, accustomed to seeing the campus commu
nity as an island of openness and warmth, it may be disconcerting to
realize that blacks don't always feel entirely at ease. But, as the
African-American professors point out, no place in American society
is color-blind.
St) Sheffield and Mason continue to push. And they rarely miss a
black faculty lunch. They still need the respite themselves. They
know, moreover, that the newer black professors arc counting on the
elder statesmen. '3
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Lawrence Sullivan 05
entertains the elite simply
by saying "Pick a card"
and then astonishing them

•
c-1^:

F1Y gHAIM I'STULIN
PHOTOS BY GEORGIN A RICHARDSON

It's 10:00 p.m

• on a
Thursday night at Dragon-i, one of Hong
Kong's hippest nightspots, and Lawrence
Sullivan '05 looks as out of place as an
accountant at a fashion shoot. I>essed like a schoolboy, with the tails
of his pale-blue shirt hanging over the pleats of his ebony slacks, he
meanders incongniously among the super-cool swaying to a smooth
bossa nova in their skin-tight Ts and ripped jeans.
But Sullivan's homed eyebrows and a menacing, velvety goatee
hint at mystery, and before the night is over, he's the one getting invi
tations to everyone's tables.
It happens like this. He stops at a table where three models clutch
fruit martinis and holds out a deck of cards. "Take a card and don't
show it to me," he commands. A billowy blonde import from Ukraine
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complies—draws a card (the nine of hearts), purses her lips, and then,
knowing the gig, replaces it in the deck. A shuffle, a distracting quip
about the unruliness of cards, and suddenly the nine of hearts appears
•»
hanging from Sullivan's grinning lips.
"How did he do that T' squeals the blonde.
The answer: magic. More specifically, exceptional finesse with card
tricks. Armed with a metallic briefcase filled with playing decks,
Sullivan is a master tahleside card magician who has used his deft fin
gers (and a few family connections) to hone his craft in some pretty
exotic locales for audiences embracing not just the hip hut also lumi
naries from the worlds of entertainment and politics.
Spending a semester abroad in Beijing to learn Mandarin last year,
he impressed family friend U.S. Ambassador Clark T. Randt Jr. and
was invited to perform a few weeks later at an intimate dinner with

/•

/

former president George H.W. Bush. At Dragon-i, he hits mystified
actors Ed Norton and Michelle Yeoh, soccer star David Beckham, and
hip-hop king Ice T. For those not connected enough to see him in
person, he has done guest spots for MTV-Asia's popular, Jackassinspired show, Whatever Things. On Bravo, he has performed David
Blaine-style tricks on the streets of Lan Kwai Fong, Hong Kong's pre
mier nightlife neighborhood.
Not bad for a newly minted graduate, all of twenty-three years old.
Sullivan's experience with the far reaches of the globe, and with
magic, started early. He was born in the Netherlands, but his family
stxm moved to Bahrain. On his fourth birthday, they settled in
Hong Kong, where his father is now the chief executive officer of
DBS Bank.
As for sleight of hand, during a family vacation in Salt Lake City
when Sullivan was eight, his father bought him a copy of Jean Hugard
and Frederick Braue's book The Royal Road to Card Magic, considered
the bible in the field. Lawrence was hooked.
From the kxik's now dog-eared pages, he learned gamblinginspired moves with gangland-sounding names like the rifle stack, the
double duke, and, his favorite, the shift and pass, for which a dealer
hides a few gtxxJ cards and then, after the cut, slips them back to the
bottom of the deck before dealing from the top for his opponent:
and from the bottom for himself.
During his boyhood, Sullivan relied on magic as more than a diver
sion. Growing up in a home where video games were banned and TV
came on only after homework was completed, he used his new talents
to make the lonesome hours vanish. Obsessively practicing (up to six
hours a day), he mastered twenty-five card tricks—most walk-around
magicians have a repertoire of about fifteen—as well as a handful of
other entertaining feats of legerdemain. By the time he was fourteen,
he was receiving invitations to perform for birthday parties and other
small gatherings. (He made $50 for his first show.)
Magic also became a kind of social ice-breaker. After all, who doesn't
want to be buddies with the kid who can make eyeglasses levitate?
Like many American ex-pat children in Hong Kong, Sullivan went
to a boarding school in the United States. At the Wocxlberry Forest
School in WixxJberry, Virginia, administrators recognized his skills
and invited him to perform for prospective new students. (Even after
he had left for college, they would fly him back to spice up recruit

'73 of the admissions
office asked him about his
interests, out came the cards. ^
"He was one of the most mem
orable interviews I have ever
had, if not the most memorable,"
says Forman. "Lawrence started
with a simple card trick and
then kept on going. I was rapt,
fascinated. The [college] tour
guide had to come knock on
my door and make me end
the session."
For someone whose specialty
is the intimate tablesidc perfor
mance, Kenyon was a gcRxl choice. A double major in political sci
ence and international studies, Sullivan cites Associate Professor of
Political Science David Rowe and Professor of Political Science John
Elliott as important influences. "1 learned that international relations
is a lot harder than it appears to the fellow reading the newspaper in
the bathroom wondering why can't they just do this or that," he says.
Magic remained very much a part of his campus existence. He kept
his card skills sharp with impromptu performances for students, profes
sors, and the occasional visiting parent. During the fall of his senior
year, he also branched out, discovering that he could fast for eight
days straight and still function. Within the next year, he plans to
out-endure Blaine, sealing himself in a box and then having it
immersed in water for up to ten days.
"It's mostly mental," he says. And he doesn't mean crazy.
Is magic a realistic career? Sullivan is respecting his father's wishes
and working on a degree in financial planning. But his heart remains
in the realm of cards that flutter, vanish, and mysteriously reappear.
And so far he's staying very busy, supplementing biweekly gigs at
Dragon-i with a slate of private functions.
"It doesn't have to do with quickness," he says, deftly shuffling. "It's

ment drives.)
His interview at Kenyon was, to say the least, unusual. By then,
magic had become part of his persona, and so when Elizabeth Forman

—Chaim Estulin has lived in Hong Kong for the past seven years, where
he has worked for various publications, including Time magazine. He is a
native of Los Angeles, California. This is his first piece for the Bulletin.
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all about timing."
And about the pleasure of hearing people gasp, then laugh, then
look up in wonder as they ask, "How did he do that?" 9
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Kenyon alumni and students weather one of the most
catastrophic hurricanes in history By Keiii whitiock Burton
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Across Louisiana and
Mississippi, Katrina left
neighborhoods flooded, yards
strewn with wreckage,
homes and cars caked with
mold. Near the ruptured 17th
Street canal levee in New
Orleans, Mardi Gras beads
were placed on an upturned
tree as a sign of hope (right).

patients who couldn't be evacuated.
Frankie s cousin, Josh Flood, was glued to television news

'1^

channels at the Gambier Fire Department, where he is a
paramedic. It was his parents who were working at the hospi
cian. The Kenyon junior prayed the storm would prove all

u

the forecasters wrong and come ashore east of the city rather
than hit it dead on.
Lite into the night the cousins listened for new reports.
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The winds howled into the microphones of TV reporters, the
rain pelted city streets, and the storm's satellite image swirled

- >

and swirled. But when they finally went to sleep, Katrina
was still off the coast, somewhere between Louisiana and
Mississippi.
The nation held its breath alongside Frankie and Josh that
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aunt and uncle remained at a local hospital caring for
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tal, where his mother was a nurse and his father a lab techni
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His parents had evacuated to Dallas a tew days earlier, but an
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was barreling down on New Orleans, Frankie s hometown.
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cane the nineteen-year-old had ever seen. In his Snowden
Multicultural Center room, the Kenyon sophomore surfed
among news sites, seeking information on Hurricane Katrina.
It was Sunday night, August 28, and the category four storm
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TV

Frankie Gourriers computer screen glowed bright blue and
orange and white with satellite images of the largest hurri-

night, weighted down with uncertainty and fear. Indeed,
when asked to describe the days leading up to August 29 and
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the weeks and months afterward, those directly affected by
Hurricane Katrina tell individually nuanced stories of a disas
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ter familiar to the rest of us through extensive media cover
age. What follows is a timeline of events as they unfolded for
a few Kenyon alumni and students who call that part of
Louisiana home, and for others who responded to calls for
help during the crisis. Together, their stories offer insight into
an ordeal the country is still working to understand.

SURVIVING
KATRINA

THE EVACUATION: SATURDAY, AUGUST 27, AND SUNDAY, AUGUST 28

RENEE BRANDT PECK '75 GREW UP IN A SMALL TOWN

about fifty miles north of Lake Charles, Louisiana. An interest in
English brought her to Kenyon, where she met her future husband of
thirty years, Stewart Peck '74. Shortly after graduation, Stewart
enrolled at the Tulane University law school in New Orleans, a city
Renee had always loved.
After nearly three decades in the Big Easy, they knew plenty about
hurricane evacuation. They kept a hurricane kit with a flashlight, bat
tery-operated radio, water, nonperishable fcxxl supplies, batteries,
change of clothes, boots. Though the Pecks had had occasion to toss
their hurricane kit into the back
of their car and head out of town,
the storms usually hit east or west
of New Orleans, and the family
& '
returned after a day or two.
So, when the mayor issued an
evacuation order on Saturday
morning, August 27, Renee and
Renee and
Stewart heeded the warning, but
Sfewart Peck
only half-heartedly. Renee
booked a room at the Quality Suites in Baton Rouge, talked to a
coworker at the TimeS'Picayune, where she has been an editor and
reporter since 1977, and made plans to work from the hotel. The cou
ple spent the day boarding up their home in Lakeview, a New Orleans
community near the 17th Street Canal, and the next morning, they
piled into their car with their youngest daughter, Katherine, their
Sheltie, PJ, and their hurricane kit and headed north. It seemed little
more than an exercise. We'll be back by Tuesday, Wednesday at the
latest, Renee thought.
HUNDREDS, PERHAPS THOUSANDS, OF BOXES ARRIVED AT
Tulane University in New Orleans the fourth week of August, await
ing retrieval by incoming first-year students. Early on Saturday, August
27, Carly Toole claimed her boxes, filled with linens, clothes, and
mementos from home. Carly and her family—including her father,
Theodore Toole '74—carted the boxes to her third-floor dorm
room. After a morning of unpacking, the Toole family filed into an
auditorium for the official start of freshman orientation.
The president walked onstage with an expression more concerned
than welcoming. Hurricane Katrina, he told the crowd, appeared to
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have New Orleans in its sights. The university would close at 6:00
p.m. that day. Buses would take students to safety at Jackson State
University in Mississippi. Carly's family was hooked on a return flight
to their home near Philadelphia Sunday, hut by the time the president
made his announcement, there were no seats on any flight out of New
Orleans for Carly. She packed a small bag, grabbed a pillow and a
blanket, and joined other classmates waiting for a spot on a bus.
Around midnight, the caravan
Carly
pulled
up to a gymnasium at
Toole
Jackson State and about three hun
dred exhausted Tulane freshmen
lumbered off the bus and into the
building for the night. There were
no cots or sleeping bags, but it
| would only be for a few days, the
6 students were told. They'd be back
I< at Tulane by Tuesday, Wednesday
at the latest.

KE

AFTER COMPLETING A BACHELOR'S
degree in political science at Kenyon,
James Irwin '69 enrolled in law school at
J
Case Western Reserve University.
rH
9
Following graduation in 1973, he worked
for a federal judge in Alexandria, Louisiana,
before taking a job with a firm in New
Orleans. He's been there ever since. Five
James I
years ago, he and a group of colleagues
started their own law firm, Irwin Fritchie Urquhart &. Moore LLC.
James and his wife, Stephanie, live in Mandeville on New Orleans's
north shore. They'd built their house eight feet above sea level and
designed it to withstand a flood, so the couple decided to ride out
Katrina with their two boys, Burke, age eight, and Cullen, four.
Conditions began to deteriorate rapidly Sunday evening, but it wasn't
until the air pressure plummeted that James realized just how bad the
storm would get.
"If you follow hurricanes, and most of us do down here, you know
to watch the central pressure," James says. "When we saw it drop to a
shocking number—907—things really started to go south. I had never
seen anything that low before."

I
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Responding to the
"Little" Disasters
Hurricanes, floods, and earthquakes are
public tragedies, further enlarged by the
media's need to sensationalize. But a dis
aster doesn't have to sweep across the
nation's TV screens to be devastating.
Accident or act of nature: for the victims,
the enormity of loss is an intimate
matter.
That's how John Weibull '99 deals with
disasters—one life, one house at a time.
Weibull is emergency services director
for the Mid-Illinois chapter of the
American Red Cross in Decatur. While he
has responded to the destruction and dis
placement caused by Gulf Coast hurri
canes, he says that 90 percent of the calls
his office receives deal with house fires.
"When fire rips through your house,
that's a disaster too, even if it doesn't
make the headlines," he says. "For these
families who are affected, the pain is
every bit as bad as for those who were hit
by a hurricane."
Weibull's job involves planning for
emergencies and disasters of all kinds in
his four-county area, as well as preparing
teams of volunteers who are ready to
respond at a moment's notice. About fifty
to sixty times a year he gets a call that
there's been a house fire, a factory explo
sion, a train derailment, or other disaster
that requires the help of the Red Cross.
"They seem to call you about 2:00
a.m.," he says. "Disasters rarely happen
during working hours."
Weibull's path to middle America was
circuitous. Born in Thailand, he was
adopted by a Swedish couple and grew up
in Sweden and the United States. He orig
inally wanted to be a writer, and a friend
of his father's suggested Kenyon as a col
lege where he might pursue that goal.
"I wasn't even sure where Ohio was,
but when I visited Kenyon and stepped
onto Middle Path, I immediately fell in
love with the place," he says.
His literary ambitions gave way to
other interests. Weibull graduated with a
degree in political science, earned a mas
ter's degree in political science at Uppsala
University in Sweden, and spent some
time in France before moving to Chicago.
He knew he wanted a job involving some
type of humanitarian assistance, so he
started by volunteering for the Red Cross,
the International Visitor's Center of
Chicago, and the Civil Air Patrol.
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The Red Cross assigned him to an
emergency response team with a local
focus. "That's how I got my feet wet,
responding to fire after fire in Chicago on
cold winter nights," he recalls. At the
scene, he and other volunteers would
locate the suffering families, comfort them
as best they could, and help them find
food, shelter, clothing, and whatever else
they needed to get back on their feet.
The work gave him his first exposure to
the raw emotion produced by dire circum
stances. Responding to an apartment fire
one night, he and a colleague found that
one of the people burned out of his unit
thought another tenant was responsible
for the fir< -and went at him with a
lead pipe.
Weibull and his coworker quickly
retreated, locked themselves in their Red
Cross truck, and called the police.
"Luckily nothing happened, but I was
terrified," he admits. "Those things don't
happen very often, though, thankfully. But
it reminded me that we are helping people
who are under a tremendous amount
of stress."
After volunteering in Chicago for sev
eral months, he landed a paying job as
emergency services coordinator for the
Northwest Indiana chapter of the Red
Cross. He was there about a year when he
lost the job because of staff cutbacks. But
he rebounded quickly, finding his current
post in April 2004.
He had little time to settle in. Just
days after he started work in Decatur, a
massive explosion at a chemical plant
near Illiopolis, Illinois, killed four workers
and forced the evacuation of nearby resi-

dents. Weibull found himself setting up a
shelter at a nearby school in the middle
of the night.
"It was quite a way to be welcomed to
a new job," he says.
In addition to responding to local dis
asters, Weibull has to be prepared to help
anywhere in the country where the Red
Cross is needed. Last summer, he spent
two weeks in Florida assisting local resi
dents recovering from Hurricane Frances.
There, he worked side by side with Red
Cross volunteers from Alaska, among
other places, to provide assistance.
After Hurricane Katrina, the MidIllinois Chapter helped sixty-nine families
and 194 individuals who lost their homes
in the storm and came north. The chapter
provided food and clothing for the vic
tims. "Most are living with family,"
Weibull says, "with a few staying in
area motels."
From Hurricane Katrina comes one
story that helps explain why Weibull
loves his job. A woman who was receiv
ing aid from his chapter had lost her wed
ding ring when she fled her home in
Louisiana. After the story was reported in
the local media, an anonymous donor
arranged to replace the ring.
"We called the woman back to the Red
Cross office, and she had no idea why we
wanted her," says Weibull. "When we
presented her with the ring, you should
have seen the look on her face. There
wasn't a dry eye in the room. Those are
the kinds of stories that make me wish I
had volunteered for the Red Cross long
before I did."
—Jeff Grabmeier

SURVIVING
KATRINA

LANDFALL: 6:io P.M. MONDAY, AUGUST 29, BETWEEN BURAS AND
TRIUMPH, LOUISIANA, ABOUT SIXTY MILES SOUTHEAST OF NEW ORLEANS

JUST BEFORE THE EYE OF A HURRICANE COMES ASHORE,
things grow frightfully quiet. There are no birds. The wind dies
down. Rain stops. Then the storms hack end moves inland and all
hell breaks loose. From inside their basement, James and
Stephanie Irwin could hear the tall pines in their yard snapping in
half like matchsticks as Katrina passed over Louisiana. It sounded
like gunfire.
By early afternoon, the worst of the storm had passed. Irwin and
his family left the basement and went upstairs to sec what Katrina
had left behind. They stood on their screened porch, connected to a
balcony perched thirteen feet above
the ground. Their backyard runs
alongside wetlands on the banks of
Lake Pontchartrain, normally a beau
tiful spot. But that afternoon, the
lake had turned into a swift-moving
river, and the Irwins watched help
I *
lessly as the water rushed at them.
Deer ran from the marsh, bounding
onto the balcony to escape the
water's current. Tree limbs and debris
1swept by as the lake roared past.
Josh Flood
After an hour and a half, the flood
stopped. Everything was still.
Surrounded by water, the family sat
inside, and waited.

k

RENEE PECK AWOKE EARLY MONDAY MORNING IN THE
hotel in Baton Rouge and turned on the news. Katrina had made
landfall southeast of New Orleans. There was some wind damage
and some of the surrounding communities on the north side of the
lake were hit by the storm surge. But it appeared the city's luck had
held out. "We dodged the bullet. It missed New Orleans," Renee emailed her eldest daughter, Megan, a student at Dartmouth College.
When news trickled in that the city was fkxxJing, the Pecks

34

KENYON COLLEGE ALUMNI BULLETIN WINTER ZO06

began to worry. Renee received word that the newspaper offices had
closed and everyone had been told to evacuate. Then she and
Stewart heard that water in the 17th Street Canal—just a few
blocks from their home—had burst through the levee and was pour
ing into the streets.

BY MONDAY, MOST OF THE TULANE STUDENTS HAD LEFT
Jackson State, having been evacuated to Georgia or Texas once offi
cials realized Mississippi would take a beating from Katrina. Carly
had been on the phone with the airlines for hours on Sunday and
managed to snag a seat on one of the last flights out of Jackson
Monday afternoon. She left for Philadelphia at 5:00 p.m. Katrina's
winds could already be felt in Jackson. The airport closed as soon as
her plane left the ground.
BY THE TIME KATRINA MADE
landfall, morning had
dawned on the first day of
i
classes for the 2005 fall semester
at Kenyon. Frankie Gourrier
and Josh Flood were exhausted.
i 1
*>
Neither had slept much and both
had risen early to see what
Katrina had decided to do. Josh
tried to reach his parents, but his
cell phone had a New OrleansFrankie Gourrier
based number, and nothing with
a 504 area code worked that day.
When the flooding started, the first area to fill with water was
Orleans Parish—where both Frankie and Josh lived, just five min
utes apart. In between classes, Frankie returned to Snowden and
Josh to the firehouse, as they scoured the Internet and TV for a
glimpse of their neighborhixxl or of Methodist Hospital, where
Josh's parents were working. As the day wore on, and the flood
waters rose, finding landmarks became impossible. All they saw was
a city of rooftops and none lix>ked like their own.

i*

WEEK ONE
THE DAY AFTER THE STORM, JOSH FLOOD GOT A CALL
from an aunt. His parents were still at the hospital, hut they were
alive. Then, on Wednesday night, he finally got through to them.
The first floor of the hospital had flooded, they told him. There was
no electricity and many of the generators were under water. The
most critical patients and pregnant women near labor were evacu
ated before Katrina hit, but some seven hundred patients remained.
The hospital was surrounded by seven feet of water, so evacuations
were being done by helicopter. They hadn't heard anything about
their home or their two dogs—a Golden Retriever and Yellow
Labrador, whom they'd had to leave behind when they reported for
work before the hurricane hit.
It was good to hear his parents' voice, but the news hit Josh
hard. His parents were finally rescued on Thursday. They were air
lifted to Slidell, a town severely slammed by Katrina's twenty-foot
storm surge. From there, they eventually made their way to Chicago
to stay with family.
LAKE PONTCHARTRAIN FILLED JAMES IRWIN'S BASEMENT
on the lake's north shore with several feet of water, but the rest of
his house escaped flood damage. He and Stephanie spent the first
few days after the hurricane ripping ruined flixiring and walls out of
the basement and on Thursday, Stephanie and the couple's sons
drove to Houma, Louisiana, to stay with family. James headed for
Baton Rouge to find office space for his law firm. Many of his
coworkers had lost everything in the hurricane and fkxxls. They
couldn't afford to lose their jobs, too. He and his partners opened a
relief fund folks could tap into to relocate to Baton Rouge. Several
of the firm's larger clients contributed as well. One even asked the
firm to raise their legal fees.

signed Kathcrine up for school in Houston and Stewart rented office
space for his firm. Renee made contact with her coworkers at the
Times-Picayune. She resumed work in Houston, writing stories about
what readers should do when they returned to their fkxxled homes,
whom to call about removing moldy walls, and where to get a blue
tarp to cover damaged roofs. It was something resembling normalcy.
Almost.
"It was never normal, not really," Renee says. "After all, how nor
mal is it to pore over satellite images of a drowning city?" That's how
she and Stewart spent an afternoon one day after the hurricane, hop
ing to find their home. They enlarged the images, spotted the break
in the 17th Street Canal levee, followed a line to a park across the
street from their house, finally spotting their home in Lakeview. "It
was horrific," Renee recalls. "Everything was under water. Houses up
and down the street. The park. The streets. There was water every
where. Those satellite maps showed us just how extensive the damage
was. It wasn't just a street. It was a city."
IT QUICKLY BECAME CLEAR THAT THE REFUGEES WHO'D FLED
Louisiana wouldn't be going home anytime soon. Within a few
weeks, every state in the country had taken in people displaced by
Katrina. The need for assistance was unprecedented. Shelby Van
Voris-Schoenborn *99. a graduate student in public health at
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RENEE PECK WAS IN SHOCK. NEW ORLEANS HAD NOT
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"dodged the bullet," as she had told her daughter. The city was hit
at close range. Renee and Stewart decided to take Kafherine to
Houston, where Rcnee's mother had a home. There, they would
have electricity, cable television, and an Internet connection. They
called their insurance company and registered with FEMA. Renee
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Shelby Van Voris-Schoenborn and
her husband. Stephan Schoenborn
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Armstrong Atlantic State University, heard a plea from the Red
Cross for volunteers to help with relief efforts in Savannah,
Georgia, where she'd settled two years before with her husband,
who was stationed at an Army base nearby. Earlier in the year, he
had been deployed to Iraq.
Shelby's job was to help refugees find homes, jobs, medical care,
and anything else they needed. The first family she helped had
owned a restaurant in New Orleans. They had stayed through the
hurricane, hut left three days later when they heard about
widespread Exiting. While they were leaving New Orleans, some
one shot at their car. The bullet blew out their rear window, missing
their daughter by inches. All their money was in a small hank in
New Orleans that closed when Katrina hit and had not reopened.
Their daughter was sick. The woman's elderly mother was some
where in New Orleans, hut they couldn't find her. The family
had dysentery. Shelby found them a place to live and helped
them find jobs.
Hundreds of refugees with stories similar to that first family's
came through the Red Cross in Savannah in September. It was
rewarding to help them, hut gut-wrenching to hear about their
ordeals. "I cried a lot," she recalls. "How could 1 not?"
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officials in New Orleans sent out a desperate plea for doctors,
nurses, and people with boats. Dr. David Reed '80 heard the call
and knew he had to go. An associate professor of emergency
medicine at Upstate Medical University in Syracuse, New York,
Reed had previously worked as a search-and-rescue physician in
Nevada. He'd been a paramedic at the fire department in Gambier
as a student and later with teams in Mount Vernon and Kentucky.
Five days after the storm, Reed boarded a plane to Baton Rouge.
He arrived at a makeshift command post to find more than a
hundred medical volunteers awaiting orders. At 5:00 a.m. on
Sunday, he received word that he would join a group of doctors and
paramedics on a search-and-rescue mission in New Orleans. They
formed a caravan of ambulances and trailers pulling boats, and
headed toward the city. New Orleans was in chaos. The military
had not arrived in force and it was unclear just who was in charge.
The volunteers weren't sure where they should go. "We just knew
there was a whole city of people who needed some help," Reed
says. "So we went."
They drove past the Superdome on I-10, stopping where the
road disappeared beneath the flood waters. By 8:00 a.m., they were
motoring into the city in five boats, each holding a physician, a few
paramedics, and a heavily armed guard.
They rescued a dozen or so people that morning, hut most folks
they came across wanted to stay, fearful of losing to looters what
belongings the storm hadn't already taken. They knocked down the
door of a ninety-year-old deaf woman who was just sitting on her
bed, waiting for things to return to normal. She didn't want to
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David Reed (above, far right), a
professor of emergency medicine
in Syracuse, New York, volun
teered with a search-and-rescue
team in New Orleans less than a
week after the hurricane hit, only
to find that rescue efforts were
still poorly organized. 'Tm glad I
went," he says, "but I wish I
could have done more."
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wants to he?"
An evacuation would mean a swinging ride in a basket as she was
pulled into a helicopter—enough, perhaps, to do the woman in.
Reed's team decided to leave her, with promises from her neighbors

After nine hours on the water, he and his partners ferried hack
to 1-10, caught a military helicopter to the New Orleans airport,
and hitched a ride back to Baton Rouge. He spent the next two
days waiting for another mission. The rescue efforts were poorly
organized that scx>n after the hurricane. Reed wanted to help, hut
he was unable to do what he came to do. He returned to New
York a few days later. "I'm glad I went, hut I wish 1 could have

that they would keep an eye on her.

done more."

leave. "Here I am, a triage guy, trying to decide what to do," Reed
says. "Do I pull her out and take her to a shelter where she'd proba
bly never see her home again? Or do I leave her there where she

Kenyon responds
Hurricane Katrina brought an instant new
focus to the Kenyon campus just as the
first week of fall-semester classes was
getting under way. As students from the
Gulf Coast sought to reach loved ones and
reports began coming in from alumni liv
ing in the disaster zone, members of the
College community found ways to help.
"The support was immediate," says
senior Katy Zeanah, a New Orleans native
whose home was flooded when the 17th
Street levee broke after the storm. Zeanah
is one of several students from Louisiana
who received e-mails and calls from con
cerned faculty and staff. "They offered
our families places to stay, offered to
make us dinner. It was just amazing."
Initially, the most urgent need was for
information. Responding to requests from
both on and off campus, the Office
of Alumni and Parent Programs created a
special online discussion board where
alumni could share news about them
selves and their families.
Almost at the same time, relief efforts
began, first in the form of fundraising.
The student affairs staff coordinated a
drive to gather donations for the
American Red Cross. Staff members
established a collection site during the
Activities Fair, an opening-week event in
which campus organizations set up tables
in downtown Gambier to generate inter
est. Several local businesses agreed to

accept contributions as well. In all, nearly
$6,000 was raised.
Meanwhile, the Kenyon administra
tion—like the leaders of other colleges
and universities across the country—
found ways to offer institutional help.
Two students from Tulane University
were welcomed to the College for the fall
semester, and their tuition was waived.
The Library and Information Services
Division learned that libraries throughout
Louisiana were overwhelmed by residents
who needed computer access to locate
family members and apply for federal
storm relief assistance. Kenyon donated
more than thirty computer systems to
help meet the need.
Geoff Munsterman '07, a New Orleans
resident, organized several drives to col
lect clothing for storm victims. Faculty,
staff, students, and Gambier residents—
including children at Wiggin Street
School, as well as their parents and teach
ers—donated enough clothes to fill a van.
Munsterman and fellow student Andrew
Kingsley '06 drove to Baton Rouge,
Louisiana, in mid-September to deliver
the clothes personally.
The alumni community also got
involved. Colette Pichon-Battle '97 of
Washington, D.C., posted an update about
her family in Slidell, Louisiana, a town
north of New Orleans that was ravaged
by Katrina's storm surge. Pichon-Battle's

mother, as well as several aunts and
uncles, lived in Slidell; the family had been
there for generations. Every member of the
family lost their home.
Help poured in from all over. Alumni
donated funds, clothing, and supplies. In
Gambier, Elizabeth Keeney, a member of
the College's Board of Campus Ministries,
held a yard sale, using the proceeds to pur
chase an $800 gift card from Home Depot to
help Pichon-Battle's family in their rebuild
ing efforts in Slidell.
"The support my family has received
from the Kenyon community has been
overwhelming," Pichon-Battle says. She
noted that members of the 1997 and 1998
graduating classes donated $3,100 to the
Louisiana Network for Katrina Relief, a
nonprofit organization Pichon-Battle
helped launch.
Katrina is no longer on the front page,
but Kenyon continues to reach out. As this
issue of the Bulletin was going to press, a
group of students was organizing a relief
trip to Louisiana during winter break.
Working with Gambier's Harcourt Parish
and the Episcopal Diocese of Louisiana, the
students were planning to clean up and
repair homes or salvage usable items from
houses slated for demolition.
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home near Philadelphia. Early word from Tulane was that the school
would reopen in a few weeks. But by the end of that first week, it was
clear that Tulane wouldn't open for months.
Determined to start college somewhere, Carly began looking at
schools that were opening their doors to students displaced by
Katrina. Her father, Theodore, called his alma mater to see what
arrangements might he made. Kenyon had a space for Carly, he was
told. She'd ultimately be one of two Tulane stu
The front door of
dents Kenyon would accept. She was given a
Renee Peck's
dorm room; her tuition was waived. Carly and
Lakeview home
her parents drove to Gamhier, arriving
was painted with a
zero by search-andSeptember 5. Fall semester had begun a week
rescue teams to sig
earlier, hut Carly managed to sign up for the
nify that no dead
bodies were found
same course schedule she'd planned to take at
inside.
Tulane—philosophy, psychology, English, and
chemistry. She bought a few things for her dorm
room, fired up her laptop, and settled in as a
new Kenyon student.
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CARLY TOOLE WATCHED THE FLOODING ON TV FROM HER
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OCTOBER
TWO WEEKS AFTER HER FIRST TRIP HOME, RENEE GOT A CALL

FOR NEARLY A MONTH, RENEE PECK IMAGINED THE WORST
about her home in Lakeview. On September 24, she and Stewart
drove hack to New Orleans for the first time since they had evacu
ated. Despite all the news footage they'd watched, they were ill-pre
pared for what they discovered upon their return. The house had
taken in a few feet of water and the roof was ripped off in places.
Three different kinds of mold crawled up the walls, weaving its way
in and around family photos and wall paintings. The streets were
lined with garbage, downed trees, and cars washed into odd places by
the floods from the 17th Street Canal.
"There was a macabre fascination to it—seeing these trees with
huge upended roots all over the place, water still covering most of
Lakeview," Renee says. "Everything was brown and gray and there
were no birds and there was that sweet, rotting smell of mold. It was
still raw, like Armageddon. I thought the city would never recover."
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from her paper. All employees were to report to the main offices in
New Orleans by October 10 or lose their jobs. She and Stewart
owned a small apartment Uptown, an upper-class area of the city
largely spared by the fhxxling. Renee moved in there, working during
the week in New Orleans and returning to Houston every weekend to
he with her family. Every now and then, she'd get together for dinner
with a group of coworkers living similarly. "We called it the widows'
dinner, because it was a group of us whose husbands and families were
in exile still," Renee says. "And that's what we called it. Exile."
She spends her free time in her house, cleaning up, ripping out,
and starting over. She wears a gas mask to protect her from the toxic
mold spores that fill the air in her two-story home. She managed to
find someone to repair the roof, hut it would he six months before an
electrician could replace the damaged wiring. A run on Sheetrock
meant the earliest she could hope to have new walls installed was
Christmas. The downstairs floors need work. Wood cabinetry in the
kitchen and family room has warped. When she thinks too hard
about all that needs to be done, she has to lay her head on her desk
and remember to breathe. "I'm an organizer," she laments, "and it's
driving me crazy because I can't plan past tomorrow."

ON OCTOBER 4, JOSH FLOOD'S PARENTS RETURNED TO THEIR
east New Orleans home for the first time since they left for work the
day before the hurricane came ashore. Their home, located across the
street from a canal, was destroyed. The flood line inside reached at
least five feet high. The walls were covered with mold. The family car,
left in the driveway with its windows down, was covered inside and
out with a white, chalky film, remnants of salt and other chemicals in
the fkxxl waters. A storage shed had washed into the driveway and on
its side was a large X, indicating that the home had been searched,
and some numbers in red spray paint, markings left by search-andrescue teams. A zero meant no dead bodies were found inside.
Josh's mother called him as the couple drove out of New Orleans
that day. "7322 Morrison Road is in our past," she told him. "There's
nothing left to save, nothing left to go hack to."
SHELBY VAN VORIS-SCHOENBORN'S WORK WITH THE RED

Cross in Savannah, Georgia, was beginning to slow down a bit when
she got a phone call from the Surgeon General's Office. Shelby was a
member of the Medical Reserve Corps, a volunteer organization of
health workers that helped with relief efforts in crises. She'd signed up
with the group earlier in the year, thinking it would be a good way to
put to use the skills she'd learned in graduate schixil. Now she was
called up for the first time.
She was assigned to the coroner's office in Baton Rouge. A morgue
at St. Gabriel's Hospital held more than three thousand kxfies and
body parts. Coroners and morticians listed identifying characteris
tics—hair and eye color, estimated age, height, weight, tattoos, scars—
in a database. Shelby's job was to collect missing-persons reports from
officials throughout southern Louisiana and try to match the reports to
descriptions in the database. When a tentative match was found, she
called the families who filed the missing-persons report to arrange for
them to give a DNA sample. When a sample matched a corpse or
bcxJy part, it was her job to break the news to the family. Usually the
families on the other end of the line already knew why she was calling,
but it was a painful call to make.
Shelby endured the emotionally overwhelming work for eleven
days. "It got to the point where we were all broken," Shelby says. "I
walked out of there incapable of expressing anything. 1 had no emo
tions left. No self-awareness."
She returned to Savannah on Saturday, October 22. Two days later,
she visited the first family she'd helped as a Red Cross volunteer. She
knew they would understand what she'd been through. "I didn't want
to he by myself and none of my friends understood," Shelby says. "1
knew 1 could sit with this family and find a center and learn to func
tion again because they had had to find that center, too. They knew.
They could relate."

EPILOGUE
Carly Toole returned to Tulane University when classes resumed
in January. She'll miss her new friends at Kenyon and regrets that
she won't he able to play lacrosse, even though she practiced with
the team throughout fall semester. But she feels drawn to New
Orleans, and wants to be a part of the city's recovery.
Frankie Gourrier's parents have returned to New Orleans, but
their move may not be permanent. His mother's employer, a judge
in federal court, is putting Frankie's parents up at a hotel; their
home is unlivable and they want to see how the city recovers before
committing to returning for good.
Josh Flood's parents will not be going back to New Orleans.
His and Frankie's families have called the Big Easy home for genera
tions, but the devastation is too deep and the anguish too great.
Josh's parents are moving to San Antonio, Texas. Their home in
Orleans Parish will probably be bulldozed by the city.
Stewart Peck closed his Houston office in December, he and
Kathcrine joining Renee in New Orleans for Christmas. Katherine's
schixil in New Orleans announced it would reopen in January.
Their home will not be habitable for months to come, so the family
celebrated the holidays with all three of their daughters in their
Uptown apartment. It was cramped, but after months of separation,
the family welcomed being together.
Stephanie and James Irwin will stay in New Orleans in their
home on the north shore. Except for the flooding in the basement,
their home was largely spared. James, like many New Orleanians,
believes the city will come back from this disaster, although proba
bly much smaller than before. "There is some magic that has come
out of this—the bonding, the commitment, the sacrifice," James
says. "How do you Kittle it and keep it? You can't. But you do
realize who the people are that you want to have in the foxhole
with you." 0
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A PHOTO ESSAY
PHOTOGRAPHY BY HOWARD KORN

We often invite photographers to campus to capture the scenery and the
marvelous mix of students who, together, create the dynamic community at
Kenyon. This fall we asked one of our favorites, Howard Korn, to photograph
students such as Megan O'Neil (pictured on the cover), in campus spaces
they frequent. Howard brings to his work a good understanding of what
makes Kenyon tick and a rich ability to connect with people. His October
shoot delivered some of our best photos of the year. The following series
depicts students who range broadly in their origins, interests, and pursuits, yet
who share the intangible qualities—among them intelligence, creative
energy, loyalty, and a sense of fun—that drew them to Kenyon and that ani
mate their lives here. T Among these students you'll find Irish fiddlers, poets,
printmakers, club and varsity athletes; economists, biologists, creative writers,
and anthropologists; natives of the north, south, east, and west as well as
Asia and South America; future doctors, artists, and business people. They
are not completely or demographically representative of the student body,
nor are they intended to he. Together, though, they afford us a glimpse into
Kenyon today. SI We hope you enjoy this photographic stroll through
the human landscape of Kenyon, every bit as glorious as our stately
buildings, green hilltop, and graceful lawns.
~ AMY BLUMENTHAL
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Whitney Bratton, a senior English major
from Libertyville, Illinois, plays Irish fid
dle in a student band called Potato
Famine. She also plays classical violin in
a string quartet with retired professors
Franklin Miller. BUI McCulloh, and Ron
McLaren. A creative-writing concentra
tor, she spent her junior year studying in
England with the Kenyon-Exeter
Program, and she's currently at work
writing two novels for young adults.
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Sahadeo Ramharrack was born in
^
Guyana and raised in the Bronx, New
York. The junior cross-country runner and
pole vaulter majors in international studies
and is contemplating a second major in
Spanish area studies. He's active in student
government and peer mentoring, serves as
president of SOCA (Students on Caribbean
Awareness), and is a member of ADELANTE
(Asociacion de Estudiantes Latino Americanos y
de Naciones Tropicales Exoticas), SAMOSA (South
Asian Multicultural Organization for Student
Awareness), and the Black Student Union.
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Jian Lu. known as Jenny,
began studying violin
at the age of six and
currently plays with the
Knox County Symphony.
A sophomore from
Overland Park, Kansas,
she majors in interna
tional studies, with a dis
ciplinary concentration
in political science and
an area concentration in
East Asia. She plans to
study abroad for a
semester of her junior
year in Beijing, China. To
fulfill her second major in
modern languages and
literatures, she studies
both Mandarin Chinese
and French. Jenny is fea
tures editor of the Kenyon
Collegian and a member
of the Epsilon Delta Mu
sorority. She likes to go
for runs on the local
trails. Before coming to
Kenyon, she served as an
intern for Congressman
Dennis Moore of the
Third District of Kansas.
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Dan Poppick, a junior from
Chappaqua, New York, loves
the literary life at Kenyon.
He majors in English with a
concentration in fiction writ
ing and is one of the Kenyon
Review student associates.
He and his roommate, Ted
Hornick, have started a
creative prose-writing group
called WALRUS, whose
student members workshop
each others' writing. Last
semester the group cohosted
a coffeehouse in Peirce with
the Kenyon Poets' Society.
Dan came to Kenyon because
he wants to be a writer
"and to be in the middle of
no place." He likes to spend
time at the Brown Family
Environmental Center.
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East meets West in first-year roommates
Justine Palacios (top), a Long Islander,
and Paige Markham, a Hawaiian islander.
Justine plays volleyball and plans to
major in English. Paige, a pre-med biol
ogy major, pursues photography. The two
met and became friends while attending
a Kenyon visit weekend as high school
ers. They e-mailed through the year,
thrilled to learn they were both going to
attend Kenyon. Happiness gave way to
amazement when they discovered they'd
been randomly assigned as roommates,
proving once again that Kenyon is often
a place of happy serendipity.
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Alexis Grey-Heitz, a senior from
Pacific Palisades, California, has
been acting professionally since
the age of six. She majors in
English and minors in sociology,
while also exploring neuroscience, film, and photography.
Alexis studied abroad last year
with the Kenyon-Exeter
Program. On campus she's a
Peep and a DJ at WKCO.
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Ping Lai was born in Hong Kong and moved to
San Francisco, California, as a boy. He majors in
international studies with a fair amount of phi
losophy on the side. He tutors other students in
his native tongue and is himself learning
Japanese and Russian. Ping serves as sopho
more class president, plays many intramural
sports, is president of the Chinese club, and is
an active member of Alpha Delta Phi fraternity.
He plans to be a businessman in China.
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Henry Mathes majors in inter
national studies, concentrating
in anthropology and sociology,
with an emphasis on race, eth
nicity, and diversity studies in
southern Africa. A sophomore
from New Haven, Connecticut,
he plans to spend next year
studying abroad at the
University of Cape Town. His
other interests include photog
raphy, American studies, and
European languages. Henry
works as a circulation page in
the library, serves as a dis
crimination advisor, and is
active in ALSO (Allied Sexual
Orientations) and the Unity
House. He anticipates a career
in public health.
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Blossom Barrett (right), a
sophomore from Columbus,
Ohio, majors in drama and
is contemplating a second
major in Spanish area stud
ies. In addition to serving
as a peer mentor, she's one
of the managers of
Snowden Multicultural
House. Her comanager is
Frankie Gourrier (left), a
native of New Orleans,
Louisiana, who's majoring
in American studies.
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Eduardo Rodriguez, a junior
from Piracicaba, Brazil, is a
Lords swimmer. He majors in
economics but also enjoys tak
ing a lot of biology classes for
balance in his academic pur
suits. A native speaker of
Portuguese who's also fluent in
English, Eduardo is currently
in his second year of studying
Italian, "because honestly I
just think learning to under
stand different languages is
cool." He relaxes from study
ing and intensive swimming
by catching a movie or hang
ing out with his friends.
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Emily Mieko Robinson, a junior from
Winnetka, Illinois, double majors in
English and studio art. Last fall she was a
teaching assistant in professor Claudia
Esslinger's digital art lab. She enjoys cre
ative writing and aspires to combine writ
ing with her love for art and music. She
recently exhibited an installation with
paper cranes on the outside wall of the
Craft Center. A member of Epsilon Delta
Mu sorority, Emily is studying abroad in
Sydney, Australia, this semester.
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19 3 0 5
'33 James W. Newcomer
Broadway Plaza Apartment 210
5301 Bryant Irvin Road
Fort Worth, Texas 76132
'37 Kenyon College
Office of Public Affairs
College Relations Center
Gambier, Ohio 43022-9623
bu1let in@kenyon .edu
John W. Bingham Jr., Foley,
Alabama, reports that he survived
Hurricane Ivan in 2004. He is
still "going strong" in his nineti
eth year and looking forward to
his seventieth-year class reunion
in 2007.

ALUMNI BULLETIN

ings and work as a volunteer with
the chaplain at the Kalamazoo
County jail in the Forgotten Man
Ministry.
'43 Maier M. Driver
17896 Captains Cove
Ltkewood, Ohio 44107
jsdinmd@wehtv.net
'45 H. Noyes Spelman
114 Gay Bowers Road
Fairfield, Connecticut 08624
gaybowers@hotmail.com
'46 60th Reunion
Kenyon College
Office of Public Affairs
College Relations Center
Gambier, Ohio 43022-9623
bulletin@kenyon.edu

'38 Jay C. Ehle
8945 Random Road
Fort Worth, Texas 76179
jcehle@charter.net

'47 Samuel P. Todd Jr.
670 Riesling Knoll
Cincinnati, Ohio 45226

'39 Eric A. Hawke
71 Matthew Drive
Brunswick, Maine 04011
theaerie@suscom-maine.net

'49 Theodore K. Thomas
21305 Ann's Choice Way
Warminster, Pennsylvania 18974
theodore.k.thomas@verizon.net

19 4 o 5
'41 George T. Lytle
14 Lonsdale Avenue
Dayton, Ohio 45419
george@stpauls-dayton.com
Co-Agent: Richard H. Stevens
'42 Kenyon College
Office of Public Affairs
College Relations Center
Gambier, Ohio 43022-9623
bulletin@kenyon.edu
Robert W. Curry, Tucson,
Arizona, recently donated to
Kenyon a copy of The Kenyon
Book, which he acquired in the
1980s. The book is over one
hundred years old and is a historic
treasure for which the College is
most grateful. Donald G. May,
Portage, Michigan, writes that he
continues to do oil portrait paint-

52

Robert R. Branen, Staten Island,
New York, tells us that he is just
"trying to stay alive!" Rev. E.
Albert Rich, Sun City, Arizona,
reports that he has turned into a
blueberry farmer in the summer
time and a grief consultant in the
wintertime.

19505
'50 Louis S. Whitaker
Principio Recess
124 Whitaker Lane
Wheeling, West Virginia 26003
stife41@aol.com
David M. Bell. Westlake, Ohio,
reports that he spends his winters
in Naples, Florida. He enjoys
golf and spends two days a week
building houses for Hahitat for
Humanity. "We build 110 houses
a year—the most productive unit
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of Habitat in the world," he says.
Don R. Clark, Roswell, New
Mexico, informs us that he is still
practicing medicine part-time as
well as swimming competitively.
Don holds twelve state Senior
Olympic records.
'51 55th Reunion
Douglas W. Downey
1165 Cedar Lane
Northbrook, Illinois 60062
d-downey@sbcglobal.net
'52 Robert L. Hesse
2439 Springview Trail
Chapel Hill, North Carolina
27514
boh34238@comcast.net
Co-Agent: Robert S. Stein
'53 Ronald R. Ryan
3742 Longview Court
Jupiter, Florida 33477
m igron617@aol.com
Co-Agent: Arthur W. Sprague Jr.
Edward M. Ames, Plainfield,
Connecticut, writes that he
recently retired from the literacy
board in New London, Connecti
cut, but he continues to volunteer
as a tutor. When he isn't helping
local high-school and foreign stu
dents, Ed likes to ride his bicycle
and "harass" his wife, Mona. R.
Jeremy McNamara, Monmouth,
Illinois, represented Kenyon
College at the inauguration of
Mauri A. Ditzler as the thirteenth
president of Monmouth College
on October 21, 2005.
'54 Richard R. Tryon
474 East Crystal Downs Drive
Frankfort, Michigan 49635
keepontryon32@aol.com
'55 B. Allen McCormick
5270 Windridge Drive
Indianapolis, Indiana 46226
bamccormick@indy.rr.com

'56 50th Reunion
George B. Hallock
9 Arcadia Court
Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003
dopapa224@cs.com
'57 Donald A. Fischman
500 East 77 th Street
Apartment 2118
New York, New York 10162
fisch@med.comell.edu
Co-Agent: Henry J. Steck
Joel H. Rubin, Long Branch, New
Jersey, writes that after thirty-two
years as a teacher and twentythree as a limousine driver (ten
overlapping), he is enjoying his
retirement with his four little dogs.
'58 Aldoph Faller III
6889 Columbia Road
Olmsted Falls, Ohio 44138
afaller@sbcglobal.net
Yvette Carlson, wife of Jerry
L. Carlson, Surprise, Arizona,
writes, "Jerry has had two heart
attacks and two strokes, but we
are holding our own with our
two sons, Kenyon and Keith. We
are thinking often of the happy
days at Kenyon College during
Jerry's studies." Robert S. Price,
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
reports that he and Howard H.
"Chip" Harrison (lew out to San
Francisco, California, in August
to spend several days as houseguests ot Edwin C. Daly. Chip's
Kenyon roommate. While there,
they were dinner guests of Bishop
William E. Swing and his wife,
Mary, at the Burlingame Coun
try Club. Bob is a semiretired
lawyer in Philadelphia, Chip is a
semiretired judge in Florida, Ed is
the retired headmaster of Menlo
School, and Bill is the Episcopal
Bishop of California.

'59 W. Harley Henry
315 11th Street
Atlantic Beach, Florida 32233
harleyhen@earthlink.net
Co-Agent: Don Bomann

19605
'60 Robert G. Heasley
P.O. Box 2004
Gambier, Ohio 43022
bpheas@ecr.net
David C. Canfield. Hackettstown, New Jersey, tells us that
he is semiretired and is enjoying
furniture making, fly fishing, and
spending time with his five grand
children. He still teaches at the
Georgetown University Schtxil
of Medicine and is active on a
local hospital board and bank
board. Dave and his wife, Anne,
also like to travel and garden. C.
Edward Farr, Carolina Beach,
North Carolina, writes that he
retired in June 2004 after sixteen
years with Memorial Hospital
in Long Beach, California. He
says, "I bought a house on the
beach just south of Wilmington,
North Carolina, and I'm enjoying
retirement!" J. Thomas Moore,
Stillwater, Oklahoma, reports that
although he is retired, he is "busy
and loving it!" J.T. volunteers
for a great many organizations,
including CASA, the Domestic
Violence Assault Response Team,
and the Regional AIDS Interfaith
Network. He is also chair of the
library board, an ombudsman at
the Lx:al nursing home, and chair
of the human rights committee
of the Stillwater group homes for
developmentally disabled adults.
'61 45th Reunion
R. Hutchins Hodgson Jr.
7441 Bates Drive
Cumming, Georgia 30040
hh< xlgson@hotma i I.com
Co-Agent: David C. Brown

John E. Baker. Erie, Pennsyl
vania, writes that he retired
in June 2005 but is still do
ing photography and picture
framing to support his hobby of
astronomy. David M. Johnson,
Toronto, Canada, tells us that
he retired last year as professor
of philosophy at York University
in Toronto, but he is continuing
to do research and teach on a
part-time basis. David recently
published two htxiks, How History
Made the Mmd and The Mind as
a Scientific Object: Between Brain
and Culture. The former is selling
well and receiving good reviews,
which David attributes to the
fact that his daughter Kirsten
painted a striking portrait of
Sigrid, his second daughter, for
the txxik's cover. David also keeps
busy taking lessons in singing
German lieder, ballroom danc
ing, and studying the French he
began learning at Kenyon. John
A. Woollam, Lincoln, Nebraska,
writes, "I'm one-quarter time uni
versity professor and three-quarter
time high-tech businessperson.
I'm looking forward to more time
on my sailboat and in the stream
with a fly rod."

Chicago, the "favorite happening
town" of his freshman roommate,
William P. Russell.
'63 Neal M. Mayer
8305 Burdette Road
Bethesda, Maryland 20817
nmayer@mindspring.com
Co-Agent: Calvin S. Frost
Colonel Lester D. Alford. Bend,
Oregon, reports that he and his
wife, Judith, recently celebrated
the birth of their first grandchild.
Lester and Judith look forward to
visiting their new granddaughter
in Slovakia, where her parents are
teaching.
'64 David A. Schmid
2.37 Brigantine Circle
Norwell, Massachusetts 02061
davidschmid-dds@hotmail.com
Co-Agent: Joel D. Kellman
Jeffrey C. Breaks. Gloucester
Point, Virginia, writes, "At
tending the fortieth reunion at
Kenyon in 2004 was such fun that
I have retired in order to travel
around and see the sights even
more. Forty years in aerospace
working on planes and Navy ships
was enough, and in 2004 I had
a chance to thank D. Franklin
Miller for teaching me physics."

'62 Jonathan S. Katz
31 Bruce Lane
Newton, Massachusetts 02458
'65 James L. Miller
j.katz@ngc.com
Co-Agents: Thomas J. Hoffmann, : 12091 Eagleville Road
North Baltimore, Ohio 45872
William P. Russell
millers45872@peoplepc.com
Co-Agent: Frederick J. McGavran
Douglas W. Armbrust, Greeley,
Colorado, informs us that since
retiring in 2003, he has kept busy
jogging, biking, and visiting his
six grandchildren, all of whom
are under the age of eight. "|They
are] my main reason for early
retirement," Dmg says. He is still
active in Rotary and had fonner
Kenyon president Robert Oden
as a keynote speaker during his
Rotary chairmanship in 1997.
Last summer, Dxig attended the
Rotary International Convention
one-hundredth anniversary in

'66 40th Reunion
John J. Buckley Jr.
11525 Deer Creek Drive
College Station, Texas 77845
jackbuc k leyjr@earth1i nk.net
Harvey Fernbacn, Washington,
D.C., writes that he was instmmental in starting a Physicians
for a National Health Program
chapter in Washington, D.C. "We
advocate national health insur
ance, i.e., an improved, expanded

medicare for all," he says. Harvey
also continues to practice psychia
try full-time. William B. Gibson.
Akron, Ohio, tells us that he is
semiretired and that he has taken
up photography. In July, he spent
.111 e njoyable day in Gambier taking pictures on campus.
'67 Alan T. Radnor
400 South Columbia Avenue
Bexley, Ohio 43209
atradnor@vssp.com
Paul L. Bates. Southborough,
Massachusetts, writes that his
novel, Imprint, was published in
July of 2005. Wade R. Bosley,
Lehigh Acres, Florida, informs us
that he has been elected to the
board of directors of the National
Organization of Veteran Advo
cates. Wade says he limits his
practice to representing America's
disabled veterans throughout the
United States from his remote
office in southwest Florida.
'68 Howard B. Edelstein
48 Lyman Circle
Shaker Heights, Ohio 44122
edelsteinh@nxldorg.com
Co-Agent: William E. Bennett
Peter L. Arango, Carpinteria,
California, says, "These are
exciting times for the Arango
family, as my eldest son sets out
to take creative control of web
design at stupidvideos.com, my
second son begins his senior year
at Cate School, and my daughter
begins her freshman year as a
Cate Ram as well. We have finally
come to grips with the reality
that retirement in California is
a surpassingly bad idea, so Mary
and I have bought a small horse
property near Ashland, Oregon."
Pete and Mary have been going
up to Ashland for the Shake
speare Festival each year, and the
property is only about ten minutes
away, if any Kenyon folks are
looking for a place to rent for a
week or so. With two kids yet to
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experience "the academic banquet
which is the college experience,"
Pete says that retirement is still
in the distant future. Charles W.
Kenrick, Pittsburgh, Pennsylva
nia, represented Kenyon College
at the inauguration of Mary E.
Hines as the ninth president of
Carlow University on October 29,
2005. Charles D. Maurer. Seattle,
Washington, reports that he and
his wife, Carol, just celebrated
their thirtieth wedding anniver
sary and are dealing with the usual
challenges that a sixteen-year-old
provides, thanks to their son,
Christopher. Chuck continues
his full-time private practice as a
psychologist and enjoys infrequent
contact with Kenyon friends, most
often Richard C. Malley. Paul
Rigali reports that he presented
a paper at the Edward H. Angle
Society of Orthodontists Bien
nial Meeting in Lake Tahoe in
August. His lecture, "Prevalence
of osteoarthritis in an adolescent
population," was voted Best Paper
when presented to his local group
and thus earned a hearing at the
Eastern Component meeting. Paul
lives and practices orthodontia in
Wallingford, Connecticut.

enjoys traveling and playing golf
with his partner, Barbara Reichel.
Scott R. Powell, Santa Fe, New
Mexico, represented Kenyon Col
lege at the inauguration of Michael
P. Peters as the sixth president of
St. John's College on October 28,
2005. Robert A. Strong, Lexing
ton, Virginia, represented Kenyon
College at the inauguration of
Nancy Oliver Gray as the eleventh
president of Hollins University on
October 14, 2005.

est son, Gabriel B. Schine '05,
graduated from Kenyon in May
and Robert says, "It was quite
wonderful to see the College
again through his eyes." Robert
also mentions that his essay "The
Deleted Word," about the late
Professor Eugen Kullmann and
Hermann Hesse, has been pub
lished in the Summer 2004 issue
of the New England Review, and he
would be happy to send a copy to
any classmate who would like it.

'71 35th Reunion
W. Peter Holloway Jr.
55 Forest Hills
Wheeling, West Virginia 26003
wp.holloway@attbi.com

'73 Shelley A. Hainer
150 West 96th Street *2-F
New York, New York 10025
sahl0025@rcn.com
Co-Agent: R. Benton Gray

19705

Daniel G. Ralston and his wife,
Elizabeth Pegram Ralston '76,
Gambier, Ohio, inform us that
they continue to enjoy living
in Gambier. Liz still works in
the K-12 education technology
market and Dan keeps busy in his
retirement by volunteering with
the College Township Fire De
partment. Their daughter Alison
was married on May 28, 2005,
and is living in San Francisco,
California. Norman E. Schmidt,
Cleveland, Ohio, represented
Kenyon College at the inaugura
tion of Robert L. Niehoff as the
twenty-fourth president of John
Carroll University on October 11,
2005. Col. William J. Williams,
Laurel, Maryland, reports that
he believes himself to be the last
graduate of Kenyon's Air Force
ROTC program still on active
duty. After spending almost eight
years of his thirty-year career in
Korea and Germany, Bill plans to
retire in October from his post at
Fort Meade, Maryland.

'70 Stephen T. Scott
10111 Charterwood Drive
Apartment C-108
Houston, Texas 77070
steve725@hotmail.com

'72 Douglas G. Holbrook
111 East 7th Street, *52
New York, New York 10009
dholbrtxik2@nyc.rr.com
Co-Agent: James H. Dunning

Charles E. Acton, Lake Forest,
California, informs us that he is
still working as a small animal vet
erinarian in southern California.
Now that he is semiretired, Chuck

Robert S. Schine, Middlebury,
Vermont, writes that he has now
lived in Middlebury for twenty
years, teaching Jewish studies at
Middlebury College. His young-

'69 Christopher H. Marty
38 Pinewood Drive
Medina, Ohio 44256
kitmarty@zoominternet.net
Thomas Y. Au, Harrisburg,
Pennsylvania, represented Ken
yon College at the inauguration
of Kim S. Phipps as the eighth
president of Messiah College on
October 14, 2005.
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Peter M. Bloomfield, Phila
delphia, Pennsylvania, tells us
that Douglas B. Thomson and
Lucinda Neff Thomson and their
two sons, Duncan (twenty-four)
and Spencer (twenty-one), were
stranded at the Philadelphia
airport on their way back from
Ireland during the summer of
2005. This offered them the op
portunity to stay with the Bloomfields overnight, "talking until
way tcx> late in a jet lag stupor."
Peter's daughter, Jessica (nine
teen), is a sophomore at Tufts and
his son, Gabriel (sixteen), is a
junior in high school. Robert L.
Claster, Los Angeles, California,
writes that he is "laboring in the
glamorous fields of big-time TV in
the least glamorous position, as a
teleprompter operator." Bob lives
with his two kids, his dog, and
an "alarming amount of clutter."
He notes that he can be found
in the phone book or reached at
claster@comcast.net and would
love to hear from Kenyon people.
Judith A. Hoffman, Columbus,
Ohio, informs us that she retired
as a lawyer for the State of Ohio
on September 30, 2005, under
an early retirement incentive
buyout which gave her over thirty
years of state service. Judy spent
twenty-two years drafting laws for
the Ohio legislature, with a spe
cialty in election laws. She spent
the last six years as chief elections
counsel for the Ohio Secretary of

State. Scott T. Miller, Douglaston, New York, says, "It is with
mixed emotions that I announce
my daughter Stephanie's gradu
ation from Denison University
last May. Does anyone have a job
for an English major?" Edward J.
"Mel" Otten, Cincinnati, Ohio,
reports that he returned from
Louisiana in September, hav
ing traveled there in response to
Hurricane Katrina. "The amount
of destruction is unbelievable, as
I am sure you realize," says Mel.
"It will take years for that area to
recover, and we should look to
supporting our students, alumni,
and families from that region."
Jeffrey L. Sedgwick, Amherst,
Massachusetts, represented
Kenyon College at the inaugura
tion of Ralph J. Hexter as the fifth
president of Hampshire College
on October 15, 2005.
'74 Gregg J. DeSilvio
1639 White Pines Court
Naperville, Illinois 60563
gdesilvio@alumni.kenyon.edu
'75 Maria M. Muto-Porter
1255 West Solano Drive
Phoenix, Arizona 85013
mutomgt@cox.net
Michael C. Kulwicki. Troy,
Michigan, writes that he regrets
he was not able to attend his
thirtieth reunion because he and
his wife, Anahid, were spending
a pleasant afternoon in Avignon,
France, with David P. Wagner
and his wife, Cass. "We missed
seeing returning members of the
Class of '75, but Provence does
have its consolations," Michael
writes. Janice E. Paran, Morristown, New Jersey, informs us that
after fourteen years as dramaturge
at the McCarter Theatre in
Princeton, she has reentered the
freelance fray. Her daughter Mad
eleine (twenty) is a sophomore at
Drew University, where Janice's
husband, Dan LaPenta, teaches.
Her daughter Emilia (seventeen)
is a high school senior and her
son, Colin (twelve), is a sixth
grader.

'76 30th Reunion
Leslie Hollenbaugh Ross
9724 Chatham Oaks Trail
Charlotte, North Carolina 28210
rossleslie@bellsouth.net
Co-Agent: Michael W. Young
Kent R. Bain, Danhury, Connect
icut, informs us that his company,
Romano Gatland, is providing
food-service programming for the
new Ohio State University stu
dent union. He is overseeing the
program for his firm, which puts
him back in Ohio on a regular
basis. Gillian Teweles Denavit,
Fourqueux, France, writes to cor
rect us on her profession. In last
winter's Bulletin, 27.3, we reported
that Gillian and Fran A. Kurtis.
South Orange, New Jersey, had
been able to meet in Manhattan,
but we incorrectly stated that
Gillian is in real estate. Actually,
Gillian is a qualitative market
researcher, and it is Fran who is in
real estate. James W. Kuhn, Hud
son, Ohio, informs us that he is
now back in Cleveland and work
ing for Sherwin-Williams as vice
president, human relations, of the
firm's Global Group. Jim says that
he sees Richard W. Parke, Shaker
Heights, Ohio, from time to time,
but few other alumni. He is in
terested in reuniting with alumni
in Cleveland, India, China, and
South America, as those are the
places he's found these days. Mary
Fountain Loesch, Big Rapids,
Michigan, tells us that she hopes
to see lots of old friends at this
year's reunion. Elizabeth Pegram
Ralston and her husband, Daniel
G. Ralston '71, Gambier, Ohio,
inform us that they continue
to enjoy living in Gambier. Liz
still works in the K-12 education technology market and Dan
keeps busy in his retirement by
volunteering with the College
Township Fire Department. Their
daughter Alison was married on
May 28, 2005, and is living in
San Francisco, California. Den
nis M. Reitenbach, Cleveland,
Ohio, reports that he has a private
psychological practice and serves
as an adjunct faculty member at
Cleveland State University and

certainly not the weather!" She
Sanford Brown Institute. Dennis
adds that it is "nice to be back
recently has been studying and
on this other coast, though," and
practicing Buddhism to live a
that she hopes to eventually move
balanced lifestyle. He lives with
closer to the water.
his partner of fifteen years, Ron
Colucci. Anthony C. Wood. New
'78 Daniel T. Plummer
York City, writes that he is at
4104 Beau Chene Drive
work on a book called Preserving
New York: Winning the Right to
Lake Charles, Louisiana 70605
Protect the City's Landmarks, which \ danplum@aol.com
is to be published by Routledge
Rosemary Brandenburg, Beverly
in 2007. Tony also serves on the
Hills, California, tells us that she
board of the Weston Playhouse
Theatre Company in Vermont,
is now one year into her threewhere Stephen F. Stettler '74 is
year term on the board of gover
nors of the Academy of Motion
the resident producing director,
Picture Arts and Sciences and
and he also sees Richard B. Smith
that she also continues to edit Set
'74, who is now a Weston resi
Decor, the magazine for the Set
dent. In 2005, Tony was proud to
Decorators Society of America.
see the inauguration of the Wood
Family Intern at Drayton Hall in
Additionally, Rosemary decorated
Charleston, South Carolina, in
The Island for Dreamworks and
director Michael Bay and is now
memory of his brother and par
decorating Deja Vu for director
ents. He adds, "I can still be found
Tony Scott and producer Jerry
at my desk at the Ittleson Founda
Bruckheimer. They were evacuat
tion in New York City if friends
ed from New Orleans, where they
find themselves in the vicinity."
were preparing to film, one day
before Hurricane Katrina. Noel
'77 Denese Fink Cochi
M. Cook married Maura Wolf
23 Garden Place
on May 15, 2004, in Lakeville,
Hempstead, New York 11550
Connecticut. Noel is a principal
cochid@waldorfgarden.org
in the San Francisco intellectual
Co-Agents: Laurence G. Bousquet
property law firm of Owen, Wickersham &. Erickson, where he has
Sarah S. Allan, Chevy Chase,
been for fifteen years. Noel and
Maryland, writes that she is enjoy
Maura also announce the birth
ing life back in Maryland, where
of a son, William Finn Cook, on
she volunteers at the American
May 18, 2005. The Cooks live
history museum, Habitat for Hu
in Moraga, California. Louis B.
manity, and her twelve-year-old
Fox, Seattle, Washington, reports
son Billy's middle school. Rose
that he is still vice provost and
mary Williams Begley, Overland
professor at the University of
Park, Kansas, reports that she has
Washington and that his children,
spent the last two years creating a
David and Sarah, are both now in
new program through The Culture
college. Louis's research takes him
House Arts Academy in Kansas
around the Asia-Pacific region,
City with its founder. She notes
but when in the United States, he
that "though kids about sixth
grade don't want anything to do
divides his time between Seattle
and Bozeman, Montana. Eliza
with etiquette, they are overflow
beth Goldsmith Hilton, Fairfax,
ing with their opinions of what's
California, tells us that she and
'gross.' So we've developed 'Gross
her son, Alex (twelve), moved
Busters,' a fun etiquette and man
from Chicago back to the San
ners program incorporating social
Francisco Bay area and are "happy
dining, dancing, leadership, and
to have returned to the majestic,
communication skills." Mieke H.
beautiful and wild, wild west."
Bomann, South Hadley, Massa
Liz says her work as a strategy
chusetts, writes that, after sixteen
consultant and executive coach is
years in Seattle, she has moved to
portable and flexible, so she was
western Massachusetts for, "well,

free to move for life and lifestyle
reasons..."a mid-life miracle!"
Peyton R. Patterson, Madison,
Connecticut, represented Kenyon
College at the inauguration of
Steven H. Kaplan as the sixth
president of the University of
New Haven on September 30,
2005. R. Todd Ruppert, Owings
Mills, Maryland, writes that he
has just joined the board of trust
ees of Kenyon College. Todd is
the president and chief executive
officer of T. Rowe Price Global
Investment Services in Baltimore.
Charles C. Yeomans. New York
City, writes that after Kenyon he
followed a variety of pursuits. He
studied classics at the University
of Texas at Austin, then joined
the Navy as an intelligence of
ficer. He spent almost five years in
that job, including a very interest
ing tour in the Pentagon. He then
went on to Stanford and received
his MBA in 1986, after which
he worked as an investment
banker in Boston, Massachusetts,
and San Francisco, California.
Charles recently resigned from
his job as chief operating officer
of a brokerage in New York City
to do something new, though he
is not yet sure what it will be. He
is married and has two sons, ages
two and five, and often speaks to
David J. Parsells.
'79 Mary Ann Duff Gulino
8 York Drive
Athens, Ohio 45701
mgulino@nbia.org
Co-Chair: Daniel A. Gulino
Jeffrey S. Day, Kensington,
Maryland, writes that last
September he, John B. Henry,
Thomas S. Gross, and Eliza
beth Mueller Gross celebrated
the thirtieth anniversary of their
meeting each other in the fall of
1975. Jeffs wife, Althea, joined
everyone in the Days' backyard
for a barbecue on Labor Day.
Robin L. Inboden. Springfield,
Ohio, represented Kenyon Col
lege at the inauguration of Mark
H. Erickson as the thirteenth
president of Wittenberg Uni
versity on September 24, 2005.
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DEXTEROUS WRITER, WITTY JUGGLER
It isn't every day that you meet a technical writer
who has a sense of humor, especially about his pro
fession. Barry Rosenberg '79 is the first to admit
that when he tells people what he does for a living,
"there is never a follow-up question ... after an
awkward silence, the person standing next to me
invariably becomes the center of attention."
Which is a shame, because Rosenberg is far
more than an accomplished writer of technical
manuals. He's a remarkable writer about writing,
whose most recent book guides the everyman
wordsmith through the mundane communications
projects of the working world with clarity, subtle
insight, loads of useful advice, and large doses of
wit. Notwithstanding its less than scintillating
title, Spring into Technical Writing for Engineers
and Scientists, does in fact, well, scintillate. Its 175
short tutorials discuss everything from business
proposals and bulleted lists to metaphors, the ac
tive voice, the art of editing, the danger of "fluffy
phrases," and the importance of audience—and the
discussions are consistently engaging and often
spiced with humor.
"Technical Writing Can Be Creative," one of
his mini-chapter headings, could be a slogan for
Rosenberg himself.
A double-major in physics and psychology,
Rosenberg discovered his talent for comedy while
at Kenyon. He wrote a weekly humor column for
the Collegian with classmate Perry Degener Jr., an
experience that taught him "how to be funny on a
weekly basis." He also read the news five nights a
week for WKCO.
Above all, he says, at Kenyon
he learned how to write. "Regard
*
less of your major, the expectation
was that you would write a lot
and write well," he says. "I even
remember having a pretty good
time writing my physics comps
about fairly elaborate scientific
concepts."
Rosenberg taught physics and
math for a year at a private school
in Cincinnati before earning a
master's degree in technical writ
ing from Rensselaer Polytechnic
'
Institute in Troy, New York. Since
then, he has worked for several
different computer companies,
writing corporate technical manu
als on software and programming.
He is currently documentation
manager at 170 Systems, a firm
in Bedford, Massachusetts. And,
to date, he is the author of more
than sixty manuals as well as the
technical "bestsellers" Hands-on
KornShell93 Programming and
~
KornShell Programming Tutorial,
about the high-level programming
language KornShell.

-"

Technical writing may sound dull, but it's criti
cal to the proliferation of ideas, says Rosenberg.
"How many wonderful discoveries have been lost
because a scientist or engineer didn't or couldn't
successfully describe the idea?" he asks in the
preface to the new book. The book is the latest in
a series of "Spring Into" books published by Addison-Wesley, for which Rosenberg serves as the
series editor.
The role of writing mentor fits him well. He
has, in fact, taught numerous seminars on techni
cal writing at all levels, including, most recently,
four semesters of advanced technical writing at
the Massachusetts Institute of Technology. The
stint at MIT provided much of the material for the
new book.
When it comes to any form of communica
tion, says Rosenberg (who has also authored an
as yet unpublished novel), the secret is to keep
your reader engaged, which is where humor often
comes in. "If your audience isn't paying atten
tion, then the lesson is worthless." Or, as he puts
it in a playful couplet: "Technical communication
is to write and to say / The geekiest things in the
simplest way."
Rosenberg's playful side has another out
let: juggling. And not just as a hobby. He taught
himself to juggle after he and a friend wandered
across Harvard Square one day and became fasci
nated with the street performers. He and his part
ner (who is now a psychiatrist) developed an act
as the Dexterity Brothers and went on to perform
professionally in such venues as Faneuil Hall as
well as at private parties.
In the summer of 1986, they
spent three weeks in Japan outside
of Nagasaki, juggling to crowds in
an amusement park designed to
look like a European village. There,
the normally witty Rosenberg
learned just how poorly humor can
SV:
travel between cultures. Working
through a translator, the Dexter
ity Brothers quickly discovered
that their usual patter didn't get
any laughs. "Sadly, what did [get
*
laughs] was when I fell off a step
by accident and twisted my ankle,"
Rosenberg recalls.
He encountered a similar
«
problem when one of his KornShell
manuals was translated into Japa
nese. "The translator was totally
befuddled by the acknowledgments,
in which I wrote that I would like to
thank the Academy," he smiles.
In all, Rosenberg performed
in more than 1,200 shows. Today,
. he keeps up his skills on a limited
basis, performing with his fourteenyear-old son, Daniel, as the Dandy
Jugglers. "If we do five paid shows
•
a year, that's a lot," he says.
^2 —Kathryn Levy Feldman
,5
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Robert B. O'Connor, Memphis,
Tennessee, tells us that he has two
sons; Jack (eighteen), a "rocket
scientist," is now a freshman in
college, and George (sixteen), a
football player and guitarist, is a
junior in high school. Says Boh,
"I am blessed.'' Susan Fulton
Talbott and Richard B. Talbott
'81 inform us that they are still in
Fort Myers, Florida, where Rich is
a pharmacist and Sue is a teacher's
aide working on her Florida
teaching certification. Their son,
Jeff (nineteen), is a college sopho
more and their daughter, Carly
(seventeen), is a high school
junior. They invite friends passing
through southwest Florida to give
them a call at 239-267-2515.
Stephen C. Zonars. Dublin,
Ohio, was recently promoted to
vice president/general manager of
ThisWeek Community Newspa
pers, a division of the Dispatch-'
Printing Company in Columbus,

Ohio.

19805
'80 Lisa Dowd Schott
10584 Jacobs Drive
Mount Vernon, Ohio 43050
schottl@kenyon.edu
Mary Melber Ames. Plainfield,
Connecticut, represented Kenyon
College at the inauguration of the
Reverend Brian J. Shanley as the
twelfth president of Providence
College on September 30, 2005.
'81 25th Reunion
David P. Rose
607 Dover Bluff Circle
Manakin Sabot, Virginia 23103
drose@investdavenport.com
Elizabeth Brain Pease, Cin
cinnati, Ohio, reports that in
addition to home schooling three
of her four children, she is helping
her husband, David, rehabilitate
after a near fatal plane crash in
June 2005. She says, "He is going
to be fine. God really does answer
prayers and perfonn miracles."
Diana J. Schaub, Baltimore,
Maryland, represented Kenyon

College at the inauguration of the
Reverend Brian F. Linnane as the
twenty-fourth president of Loyola
College in Maryland on October
21, 2005. Richard B. Talbott and
Susan Fulton Talbott '79 report
that they still live in Fort Myers,
Florida. Rich is a pharmacist and
Sue is a teacher's aide working
on her Florida teaching certi
fication. Their children, Carly
(seventeen) and Jeff (nineteen),
are a high schtxil junior and a
college sophomore. Please feel
free to contact them if you are in
southwest Florida.
'82 Brian K. Wilbert
Christ Church Rectory
158 Elm Street
Oberlin, Ohio 44074
bwilbert@oberlin.net
Timothy K. Aral, Louisville,
Ohio, writes that he "finally"
finished his bachelor's degree in
criminal justice at Kent State
in 2005. He says, "It took a
long time. Now what do 1 do?"
Michael G. Berick, Los Angeles,
California, tells us that he had an
article published in Entertainment
Weekly in February 2005. Katherine Bergin Dreyer, San Rafael,
California, reports that she and
her husband, Danny, have published two Kx>ks: Chi Running: A
Revolutionary Approach to Injuryfree Running and Chi Walking: Five
Mindful Steps to Lifelong Health
and Energy. Both were published
by Simon and Schuster. Katherine and Danny have a daughter,
Journey (six). Rebecca Murphy
Flynn reports that she and her
husband, Jeffrey Y. Flynn '84,
live in "bucolic" Owings Mills,
Maryland, with their two hoys,
Jeffrey (twelve) and Cort (ten),
and two dogs. They live in an
old neighhorhotxl where kids can
be kids and drive mini-bikes and
go-carts and sleep out in tents.
Jeff works in Washington, D.C.,
where he is a partner in the real
estate firm Spaulding and Slye.
Rebecca stays home with the kids,
coaches soccer, and is trying to
start a business assisting people
who are renovating/building

homes with material selections.
The Flynns have stayed in close
touch with many of their Kenyon
classmates. They typically make
a yearly pilgrimage to a B&.B
that belongs to Tracy O'Donnell
Stone in Chestertown, Mary
land, with many of their friends
from the Class of '82. They once
brought all their kids, and there
were fifteen under the age of
three. She says, "We came home
from going out and the sitters
had written all of their names on
their diapers. Never again were
kids invited! That may have been
the only weekend where trash
volume of diapers exceeded that
of beer cans."
•83 ReidW. Click
4307 Underwood Street
University Park, Maryland 20782
rclick@gwu.edu
Co-Agent: Gregg O. Courtad
Gregg O. Courtad, Canton,
Ohio, represented Kenyon at
the inauguration of Richard F.
Giese as the eleventh president
of Mount Union College on Sep
tember 30, 2005. David M. Scott,
Lexington, Massachusetts, reports
that his second kx>k, Cashing
In with Content: How Innovative
Marketers use Digital Information
to Turn Browsers into Buyers was
published in October 2005. The
first, which came out in 2001, was
called Eyeball Wars: A Novel of
Dot-com Intrigue.
'84 Beverly Balger Sutley
3321 Huntingdon Furnace Road
Tyrone, Pennsylvania 16686
bxb35@psu.edu
Co-Agent: Pamela J. Bardonner
William H. Alderman, Norwalk,
Connecticut, reports that his
work as president of Alderman
&. Company investment bank
ing continues to go well. Bill just
closed another account, advising
the shareholders of a night-visiongoggle defense technology com
pany in the sale of their business
to a British defense contractor.
"Cheers to all," he writes. Julia G.
Allan, Cummington, Massachu-

setts, informs us that she now has
her own law practice specializing
in juvenile defense law. She and
her husband, Mark Pasquaricllo,
have two dogs, two cats, and two
daughters, Madeleine (twelve)
and Kathryn (eight). Jeffrey
A. Bell and Colleen Murphy
Bell '85 report that they live in
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan, with
their three sons, Joshua (six
teen), Jonathan (thirteen), and
Matthew (nine). They engaged
in lots of travel in the past year,
with a Caribbean cruise, a Hawaii
vacation, and an exploration of
national parks and monuments in
South Dakota. Rebecca Murphy
Flynn '82 reports that she and
her husband, Jeffrey Y. Flynn,
live in "bucolic" Owings Mills,
Maryland, with their two boys,
Jeffrey (twelve) and Cort (ten),
and two dogs. They live in an
old neighborhixxl where kids can
be kids and drive mini-bikes and
go-carts and sleep out in tents.
Jeff works in Washington, D.C.,
where he is a partner in the real
estate firm Spaulding and Slye.
Rebecca stays home with the kids,
coaches stxxer, and is trying to
start a business assisting people
who are renovating/building
homes with material. The Flynns
have stayed in close touch with
many of their classmates. Last fall,
Jeff was in Connecticut, where
Nancy Pierce Chapin hosted a
multi-graduation-year party. Peter
W. Loomis. South Bend, Indiana,
represented Kenyon College at
the inauguration of the Reverend
John J. Jenkins as the seventeenth
president of the University of
Notre Dame on September 23,
2005. Sandra Hachmann Simic.
Plantation, Florida, informs us
that after twenty years of "life in
the tropics of Venezuela," she is
again living in the United States.
"We feel so thankful to be here,"
she writes. Sandra promises to
get in touch with friends soon.
Holbrook Adams Visser, Friday
Harbor, Washington, reports that
she just opened a Pilates studio
in Friday Harbor called Big Barn
Pilates (www.bigbarnpilates.com).
So far it's quite a success, but

Brix>k may have to net a larger
space soon. Her children, Emma
(seven), Eli (three), and Erin (one
and a half), are keeping her and
her husband, Piet, young and en
ergized. If anyone finds themselves
on San Juan Island, Washington,
be sure to give them a call.
'85 Harvey M. Stephens
1711 lllini Road
Springfield, Illinois 62704
hmstephens@bhslaw.com
Marguerite Bruce Doctor, Wash
ington, Pennsylvania, represented
Kenyon College at the inaugura
tion of Tori Haring-Smith as the
twelfth president of Washington
and Jefferson College on Octo
ber 22, 2005. Melinda Roberts
Haines, Fort Wayne, Indiana,
represented Kenyon College at the
inauguration of Jo Young Switzer
as the fourteenth president of
Manchester College on September
17, 2005. Curt B. Kinsky and his
wife, Harriet S. Stern '87, are
proud to report that their daugh
ter, Beatrice Hanna, celebrated
her first birthday on October 24,
2005. Curt, Harriet, and Miss Bea
(as she is affectionately known to
her family and friends) live in Par
is, France. Curt is an international
tax partner with Ernst ik Young,
and Harriet, in addition to being
a full-time mother, is involved in
a wide variety of artistic and com
munity-related activities.
'86 20th Reunion
Mary Beth Atkinson Stephens
1711 lllini Road
Springfield, Illinois 62704
hmandmb@insightbb.com
Louise C. Fagan informs us
that she is living in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, with her three
children, Emily (fifteen), Ryan
(twelve), and Colin (eight). It's
been twenty years since she gradu
ated from Kenyon, and this marks
twenty years working at Federated
Investors. E.W. Gentry Sayad.
Saint Louis, Missouri, was elected
to partnership in Armstrong
Teasdale effective July 1, 2005.
Gentry is a member of the firm's
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litigation department, where he
concentrates his practice in the
areas of general commercial and
civil litigation.
'87 Colleen Siders Eaton
9101 Hoffman Farm Lane
Cincinnati, Ohio 45242
colleensiderseaton@alumni.
kenyon.edu
Co-Agent: Kristen Shadow Meyer
Stephanie L. Abbajay, Dow,
Illinois, writes that her family has
settled into country life and loves
it. Her husband, David Stine, has
a thriving custom cabinet and
furniture business, and Stephanie
loves her job as assistant edi
tor for the local newspaper, The
Jersey County Journal, where she
reports, writes editorials and
columns, and does much more.
Michael R. Coltman. London,
United Kingdom, informs us
that he formed Mango Aviation
Partners (www.mangoaviation.
com) in early 2004. After work
ing in Singapore for a year on
the Jetstar Asia Airline setup,
he is currently implementing a
new low-cost airline in Riyadh,
Saudi Arabia, while still trying to
consider London home. He and
his partner, Gene Cleckley, have
purchased a Paris apartment, so
anyone looking for a good vaca
tion rental should let him know.
Neil F. Gluckman and his wife,
Wendy, announce the birth of
a daughter, Emily Nelia Gluck
man, on September 21, 2005.
Emily has an older brother, Eric
(five). Neil is the business agent
for the International Alliance
of Theatrical Stage Employees
(IATSE) Local 927 in Atlanta,
Georgia. The family resides in Bogart, Georgia. Joseph T. Leone,
Brooklyn, Wisconsin, writes, "All
proceeds smoothly in the land of
cheese, beer, snow, etc." Joe is still
patent lawyering, with most of his
work in the chemical and biotech
fields. His family consists of his
wife, Elizabeth, and their children
Anna Marie (nine), Kathleen
(seven), William (five), and An
drew (one). Joe has seen quite a
few Kenyonites recently. Edward
58

F. Levitas had him teach in one
of his classes at the University of
Wisconsin, Milwaukee, and Ed,
his wife, Lilly J. Goren, M. Brad
ley Smith, and Christopher D.
Klein showed up for Joe's fortieth
birthday party, a surprise engi
neered by Elizabeth. James M.
McCudden '88, his wife, Connie
Casey, and their two boys spent
the Fourth of July at the Leones'
home. Harriet S. Stern and her
husband, Curt B. Kinsky '85, are
proud to report that their daugh
ter, Beatrice Hanna, celebrated
her first birthday on October 24,
2005. Curt, Harriet, and Miss Bea
(as she is affectionately known
to her family and friends) live in
Paris, France. Curt is an interna
tional tax partner with Ernst &
Young, and Harriet, in addition
to being a full-time mother, is
involved in a wide variety of
artistic and community-related
activities. Susan B. Walker, New
York City, reports that she feels
very lucky to be working steadily
in "the crazy off-off Broadway
theater world." She was honored
to be asked by playwright Tina
Howe to play both in the New
York premier of Howe's one act
play, The Divine Fallacy, and in a
tribute evening given to Howe by
Hunter College.
'88 Patricia Rossman Skrha
5100 Broadway Avenue
Cleveland, Ohio 44127
pskrha@cspoh io.org
Marjorie Studdiford Gilbert,
Portland, Maine, reports that
she published her first novel, The
Return. It is an historical novel
set in 1800s England in which the
second son of a marquis returns
to his native land after a ten-year
absence spent in the West Indies.
The book is available through
Amazon.com and barnesandnoble.com, and will be at bookstores
nationwide. Check out the fxxik's
Web site at http://home.maine.
rr.com/marjoriegilbert. Marjorie
says she owes a debt of gratitude
to Kenyon, as professors Timothy
Shutt (English), Thomas Turgeon
and Jean Brook (drama), Ken-
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neth Taylor (music history), and
Reed Browning (history) helped
shape her thinking and course of
research. Patricia A. Rossman
married John Skrha at the Shrine
of St. Stanislaus in Cleveland,
Ohio, on April 9, 2005. They
were joined by family and friends,
including Kenyon wedding party
members James E. Rossman
'85, Elizabeth Winans Rossman
'84, and Lynne A. Schneebeck.
Pattie and John live in the Slavic
Village neighborhood of Cleve
land. Craig W. Siders, Livermore,
California, tells us that he and his
wife, Jennifer Walker Siders '91,
and their two sons, Charles (five)
and Jake (two), moved to the San
Francisco Bay area in late May.
He says, "After five years and four
hurricanes in Orlando, Florida,
we're happy to again be west of
the Mississippi."
'89 Andrea L. Bucey-Tikkanen
1480 Groton Drive
Hudson, Ohio 44236
abucey@republicbk.com
Co-Agents: Joan O'Hanlon Curry,
Susan F. Hudgins
Katherine Cantrell Baranoski
and her husband, Joseph, an
nounce the birth of a son, Joseph
Anthony Baranoski, on August
21, 2005. The Baranoski family
lives in Churchville, Maryland.
Amanda E. Barlow and her
husband, David E. Easier,
announce the birth of their
daughter, Adelaide Louis Easier,
on June 25, 2005. Adelaide joins
an older brother, Jackson (four).
The family resides in Washington,
D.C. David N. Rath, Willoughby,
Ohio, reports that he has settled
in as the new head of school at
the Andrews School in Willoughby, Ohio. He says the best
part about the move has been
the ability to reconnect with
Kenyon alumni. He has spent
time with Edward B. Schwartz
and Andrea L. Bucey-Tikkanen.
He has also seen Patricia Ross
man Skrha '88 and John R. Lyth
Jr. "when John is nice enough to
come back to visit his parents."

1 9 905
'90 Jenny Ross Thurber
1635 Park vale Avenue
East Lansing, Michigan 44823
jenny.thurber@davenport.edu
Wendy Castiglia Amato reports
that she and her daughter, Nina
(seven), have been enjoying their
home and neighbors in East Auro
ra, New York. After taking three
years of childcare leave, Wendy
has enjoyed working at her high
school alma mater part-time as a
school social worker for the past
five years. Joseph C. Bline and
his wife, Eileen, announce the
birth of a son, Steven Frederick
Bline, on April 23, 2004. Joe, a
teacher and coach at the John
stown, Ohio, high school, tells us
that Johnstown's team is favored
to win its third straight confer-.^
ence basketball championship
and should do well in the state
tournament. The Bline family
lives in Newark, Ohio. Jeremy E.
Caslin, Charlotte, North Caro
lina, informs us that he works as
a writer at Sports Business Daily in
Charlotte. He and his wife, Julia,
have two daughters, Abigail (six)
and Lily (two). Alyssa Frank
Russell and her husband, Paul,
announce the birth of a daughter,
Gabriella Jessica Russell, on July
19, 2005. Gabriella joins two
brothers, Benjamin (nine) and
Joshua (six). The family resides in
Columbus, Ohio.
'91 15th Reunion
Simon Yoo
Park Lane Plaza, Apartment 702
2-30-32, Jingumae
Shibuya-ku, Tokyo 150-0001, Japan
simon.yoo@nikkocitigroup.com
Christopher M. Anrig mar
ried Karen Wiessen (Hampshire
College) on July 30, 2005, at
the Angel Orensanz Founda
tion in New York City. Chris is a
clinical social worker at Memorial
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center,
while Karen is a vice president
for media and artist relations at
Island Def Jam Music Group in

New York. The couple resides
in New York City. Christian E.
Bernsen, Houston, Texas, writes
that "after five assignments in five
different cities over the past ten
years, 1 finally managed to leave
the financial industry. I'm cur
rently starting my second career
as a prep-schixil history teacher at
the Kinkaid School in Houston."
Chris and his wile, Amanda, just
bought a house near the school
and are looking forward to becom
ing "honorary Texans." Holly B.
Brent married Brian Thyen on
October 1, 2005. Holly works as a
judicial law clerk for Judge Robert
E. Kunselman in Beaver County,
Pennsylvania. She and Brian
live in Beaver Falls. Leonard R.
"Trey" Brice III and his wife, Su
san, announce the birth of a third
son, Nathaniel Ambrose Brice,
on August 30, 2005. Trey has also
recently changed law firms and
is now working for Hafeli Staran
Hallahan Christ and Dudek PC,
practicing in the areas of land use,
municipal, and property taxa
tion law. The Brice family, which
also includes Rider (four) and
Hayden (two), lives in Hunting
ton Woods, Michigan. Matthew
R. Brokaw, Glen Allen, Virginia,
writes that he continues to enjoy
spending time with his growing
family and his expanding dental
practice. Shawn C. Cummings,
Mebane, North Carolina, rep
resented Kenyon College at the
inauguration of Nathan Hatch as
the thirteenth president of Wake
Forest University on October 20,
2005. Laura D. Griffin married
Peter A. Sheinbaum (Colgate
University) on June 25, 2005 in
New York City. Laura is an inte
rior designer, while Peter serves as
the chief operating officer of DailyCandy, a Web-based company
publishing a newsletter about
cultural trends and new products.
Laura and Peter live in New York
City. Craig W. Siders '88 tells us
that he and Jennifer Walker Sid
ers and their two sons, Charles
(five) and Jake (two), moved to
the San Francisco Bay area in late
May. He says, "After five years
and four hurricanes in Orlando,

Florida, we're happy to again be
west of the Mississippi." The Siders family lives in Livermore, Cal
ifornia. Jennifer Vanderburgh
Sullivan, Annandale, Virginia,
had her second book, GraphicDesign America 3, published this
past spring. The book showcases
thirty-nine of the most influential
and provocative designers work
ing in the United States today.
Her first Hx)k, Brochures: Making
a Strong Impression: 85 Strategies
for Message-Driven Design, was
published in 2004. Angelique
Tober Wentzel and her husband,
Ted, announce the birth of a son,
Bennett Tober Wentzel, on May
6, 2005. The Wentzel family,
which also includes Teddy (two),
lives in Deerfield, Illinois.
'92 Kathryn Evans Smith
1023 Winding Way
Park Hills, Kentucky 41011
ksmith@whepatent.com
Co-Agent: Alise A. Shuart
April M. Beeba, Columbus, Ohio,
tells us that she's just bought
her first house, where she lives
with her daughter, Grace (five),
whom she adopted from China
in 2002. April has completed
training to become a foster parent
and also hopes to adopt again in
the next year or so. She earned
her master's degree in TESOL
(teaching English to speakers
of other languages) from Ball
State University in the summer
of 2004- Martin J. Blackwell.
Conway, Arkansas, writes, "In
May 2005 (after six years of
living in Russia, Ukraine, and
Kazakhstan and seven in graduate
school), I received my Ph.D. in
nruxlern Russian and European
history from Indiana University
in Bloomington. In June 2005 1
accepted a renewable position as
a visiting assistant professor at
the Department of History at the
University of Central Arkansas in
Conway. Kathryn D. Blanchard.
Durham, North Carolina, reports,
"I'm still plugging away on my
dissertation when not hanging out
with our son, Gus (one). Life is
gcxxl." Meredith Harper Bonham

and her husband, Jay, announce
the birth of a son, Edward Ely
Bonham, on April 4, 2005.
Teddy's godmother is Heather S.
Ahlburn. The Bonham fam
ily, which also includes Charlie
(five), lives in Clinton, New York,
where Meredith continues to
work in the office of the president
at Hamilton College. Meredith
says, "It should come as no
surprise to Kenyon alumni that a
small college town is a great place
to raise a young family." Eleanor
de Fontaine-Stratton Cawley.
Arverne, New York, writes that
though they love living on the
beach, she, her husband, Andrew,
and their daughter, Kiera (two),
are planning to build a home
in Sullivan County, New York,
and move within the next two
years. Eleanor would love to hear
from any New York City alumni
at emdfs@yahoo.com. Sharon
Flower Citino and her husband,
Nate, announce the birth of a
daughter, Helen Jane Citino, on
February 22, 2005. Sharon con
tinues to work as an assistant city
attorney for the City of Loveland,
Colorado. The Citino family lives
in Fort Collins, Colorado. April
Y. Garrett, Baltimore, Maryland,
informs us that her first essay,
"The Curl," was published in
Naked: Black Women Bare All
About Their Skin, Hair, Hips, Lips,
and Other Parts, edited by Ayana
Byrd and Akiba Solomon and
published by Penguin. April adds,
"Naked is a provocative collec
tion of essays that captures what
today's African-American women
think about their bodies—from
head to toe." Kenyon College is
mentioned in the essay. Paul A.
Hamann married Michelle M.
Stevens (Oregon State Univer
sity) on July 30, 2005, in Seattle,
Washington. Robert M. Edsall
'91 was in the wedding party
and sang in the c 'noir along with
Alison M. Furlong '90, Thomas
A. Witherspoon '90, Michelle
"Shelly" Barnard '91, and Mat
thew C. Gladue '93. Paul teaches
English and history at Eastlakc
High School in Sammamish,
Washington, and Michelle is a

mortgage loan processor at Lend
ing Channel in Bcllevue. Paul
and Michelle live in Redmond,
Washington. Rachel Schwartz
Louis. Williamstown, Massa
chusetts, writes that she received
a visit over the summer from
Alexandra Price Baj and her new
daughter, Amelia. Rachel and
Alexandra and their respective
newborns (Rachel's twins, Elliot
and Clarissa, were born last February) had a "two-day, three-baby
breast-feeding extravaganza." Ra
chel and her husband, Han, also
recently saw William A. Birchenough during his annual "pilgrim
age" to New England. Heather G.
Peske married Charles Toulmin
(Harvard University) on Septem
ber 10, 2005, in the seacoast town
of Brook 1in, Maine. Heather also
graduated from Harvard with a
dcx:torate in education policy in
June 2005 and is now working as a
senior associate for teacher quality
at the Education Trust, a national
nonprofit research and advocacy
organization in Washington, D.C.
She and Charlie live in Washington. James F. Powell Jr. and
his wife, Kimberly, announce the
birth of a daughter, Gray Powell,
on February 23, 2005. The Powell
family lives in Birmingham,
Alabama. Katharine Tomkievicz
Rubick and her husband, Jade,
announce the birth of a daughter,
Alexandra Mei "Sasha" Rubick,
on August 20, 2005. The Rubicks
live in Portland, Oregon, where
Kate is on leave from her job as a
librarian at Lewis &. Clark College and Jade works from home
as a Web developer for United
eWay. Kate invites friends to
visit www.rubick.com for photos
of Sasha and to write to her at
kate@rubick.com. Megan Lynch
van Riet and her husband,
Erik, annouce the birth of a son,
Finnegan Willem Adriaan van
Riet, on September 30, 2005.
Megan writes, "Finn is a happy,
healthy baby with a full head of
blonde hair. He definitely looks
like his Dutch father!" The van
Riets have recently relocated to
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, from
the Netherlands, where they lived

KENYON COLLEGE ALUMNI BULLETIN WINTER 2006

59

CLASS nOTES
for more rhan four years. Megan
is a marketing consultant for ING
Clarion, a real estate investment
management firm based in New

York City.
'93 Amy King Schindler
10944 East Charring Cross Circle
Whitmore Lake, Michigan 48189
aschindl@chartermi.net
Co-Agent: Kevin C. Kropf
Ann Rittenbaum Allain. Bar
rington, Rhode Island, reports
that she is now working as a dorm
parent at St. Andrew's School,
the hoarding school where her
sister works. Ann is happy that
her daughter, one-year-old Indigo,
lives next door to her cousin.
Carolyn E. Anderson. Dub
lin, California, writes, "I'm still
working hard and enjoying life
in the San Franciso Bay Area."
Carolyn urges classmates to keep
in touch. W. Meredith Ashley.
New York City, writes that he
enjoys living in Manhattan and
working at ESPN. As part of his
job, Meredith traveled to Athens,
Greece, for the 2004 Summer
Olympics and then to Boston to
watch the Red Sox win the World
Series. J. Hayes Batson, Saint
Paul, Minnesota, represented
Kenyon College at the inaugura
tion of Linda N. Hanson as the
nineteenth president of Hamline
University on October 7, 2005.
Emily Tyler Bremer, St. Louis,
Missouri, writes that she and her
husband, Derek, just bought their
first house. The extra space is
coming in handy now, as they are
helping to house evacuees from
New Orleans. Says Emily, "Seeing
so many people lose everything
in a day has made us even more
grateful for our lives and each
other." Colin S. Burns. Green
ville, North Carolina, informs us
that not much is new these days;
he is still in Greenville enjoying
the barbecue. Robert F. Cardone
Jr. and his wife, Kelley, announce
the birth of a son, Nicholas Con
nor Cardone, on July 4, 2005.
Rob writes that he and Kelley
were glad they did not know
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IMPROVISING SUCCESS
When Rebecca Feldman '94 decided to use a
spelling bee as the framework within which to
"discover a play," she little imagined that within
three years that play would become the basis for
a Tony a ward-winning Broadway musical. In fact,
the success of The 25th Annual Putnam County
Spelling Bee, playing since April 2005 at the
Circle in the Square Theater in Manhattan, still
feels "sort of surprising," Feldman says. "It hap
pened very fast."
Adding to Feldman's surprise is that this
speedy success followed on the heels of a period
in which she had taken some steps back from the
theater.
Feldman, whose eclectic theatrical tastes were
nurtured early on by a steady diet of 80s televi
sion and Broadway musicals, had acted from the
age of eleven all the way through Kenyon, where
she also began to direct. Returning to her native
New York after graduation, she pursued her voca
tion as a director throughout her twenties, while
working as a temp to support herself. A decision
to go to massage-therapy school represented an
increasing acceptance of the reality that the
ater work was not likely to pay the bills. Having
also earned a certificate in nutrition counseling,
Feldman took a hiatus from drama to pursue a
nutrition counseling/massage therapy business
full-time.
It was during that break, and perhaps because
of the detachment it afforded, that the creative
juices began to flow. In 2000, Feldman organized
The Farm, a collective of writers and performers
committed to exploring the role of improvisa
tion in the creation of new plays. She fashioned a
structure for collaboration: each actor would come
in with a few characters, and the group would
proceed to "interview" the characters to decide
which ones would work best in the world they
were creating together.
Then, working with the characters selected,
Feldman would audio-tape three to four improv
sessions. Afterward, she took the tapes home and
typed up scenes, adding details and working to
shape a story line.
By the spring of 2002, the group was
ready to put on a workshop production of
the spelling bee play, then called
C-R-E-P-U-S-C-U-L-E. The full production,
which followed in the fall, retained some
improvisation. The random selection of
six audience members to participate in
the spelling bee, for example, made each
performance unique.
The rest, as they say, is history.
C-R-E-P-U-S-C-U-L-E succeeded "down
town" (New York theater lingo for the offoff-Broadway spaces in which new plays are
nurtured), and by January 2004 a decision
was made to turn the play into a musical.
That's when life hit warp speed. Feld
man directed the musical's premiere at the
Barrington Stage Company in the Berkshires (in Massachusetts) in the summer of
2004. The show was playing off-Broadway
by that winter, and by April 2005 it had hit
the big time. The music and lyrics of Spell
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ing Bee are by William Finn, the book by Rachel
Sheinkin. "Conceived by Rebecca Feldman," the
program reads.
Feldman credits Kenyon with giving her a
first immersion in the world of improv, via the
comedy troupe Fools on the Hill. A member for
three years, she says the experience taught her
to wrestle with the subtle distinction that improv
actors must manage between archetypal charac
ters and stereotypes. Another major influence, she
says, was the College's drama faculty, especially
playwright-in-residence Wendy MacLeod, who
brought to her classes the real-world perspective
of a creative artist winning commissions and
staging works around the country.
The transformation of a highly personal
project into a Broadway musical has provided
its own real-world lessons for Feldman. Some
cherished characters in the play were dropped in
the musical, and the current production is much
more scripted than the original. Feldman likens
the process to a mother watching a child grow up.
"Something's lost and something's gained," she
says. "The show grew into a different animal."
Nonetheless, the success of Spelling Bee has
been personally rewarding. "Throughout my
twenties, I kept sending the message to myself'I
don't know,"' Feldman says. "C-R-E-P-U-S-C-U-L-E
and the Spelling Bee thing was a gift—and I felt
like I was getting a very definite message not to
give up."
Feldman's muse has stayed with her. In
November, she finished a TV pilot (it's about a
middle-school A-V club), which she plans to bring
with her when she and fiance Jay Reiss move to
Los Angeles early this year. "The TV piece felt
so natural and so joyful, and that's how I want to
keep creating, because it seems to work for me."
Even as she prepares to move to California,
Feldman is working to start a summer theater fes
tival in upstate New York. Scheduled to open next
summer, the festival will focus on new works and
under-produced playwrights. One of the plays will
be a Farm production.
—Tim Tibbitts
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Nicholas's sex until he was born
because "it made for a wonderful
surprise—that and watching fire
works from the maternity wing."
The Cardones live in Westerville,
Ohio. Thomas J. Timperio
married Jaquelyn D. Perna *94
on August 27, 2005, in Carmel,
California. Tom is an IT architect
and planner for the Sacramento,
California, electric company and
Jaqui, who finished her family
practice residency at the Universi
ty of California at Davis last year,
is practicing as a family physician.
Jaqui and Tom live in Sacra
mento. Lillian Johnston Wendt
and her husband, Christopher,
announce the birth of a daughter,
Patricia Rose Wendt, on May 20,
2005. The Wendt family lives in
Carpentersville, Illinois.
'94 Chad J. Withers
3674 Clifton Avenue
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
withers.cj@pg.com
Co-Agent: Paul M. "Neil" Penick
Daniel J. Baker, Apex, North
Carolina, tells us that after com
pleting his doctorate in ancient
Near East studies at Oxford,
finishing his third book of poetry,
posting a competitive time in the
Tour de France, and being elected
a state senator, he has decided to
take the year off in order to write
his memoirs. "OK," he says, "none
of it's true, bur life is very sweet."
Actually, Daniel is the pastor
of Sovereign Grace Church in
Apex. Joanna Eickmann Bakule
writes, "My husband, Justin, and
I have taken leaves of absence
from our jobs in Boston to serve
as Peace Corps volunteers. Since
September 2004, we have been
living in northeastern Mali, in
West Africa, on the edge of the
Sahara Desert. I am working at
a local community health center
and doing some HIV work while
Justin works for Mali's bureau of
tourism. We plan to be in Mali
until November 2006." Rebecca
L. Feldman, Bnxiklyn, New
York, reports, "I created this
little spelling bee play down
town three years ago that I then

developed into a musical and
now it's on Broadway. The 25th
Annual Putnam County Spelling
Bee just won two Tony awards,
and my fiance is about to end his
tenure as one of the stars/writers
of the show." Rebecca says she
is now self-producing a TV pilot
which she has written, directs,
and acts in Jaquelyn D. Perna
married Thomas J. Timperio '93
on August 27, 2005 in Carmel,
California. Jaqui, who finished
her family practice residency at
the University of California at
Davis last year, is practicing as a
family physician, and Tom is an
IT architect and planner for the
Sacramento, California, electric
company. They live in Sacra
mento. Katharine Gilliam Regnery and her husband, George,
annouce the birth of a son, Henry
Edward Regnery, in December
2004. Katy and George were
married in September 2002. The
Regnerys live in Ridgefield, Con
necticut. Katie Usher Snyder
and Alfred C. Snyder announce
the birth of a daughter, Turner
Cassidy Snyder, on May 27, 2005.
The Snyders, whose family also
includes Ellie (three), live in
Seattle, Washington, where A1
teaches high school history and
Katie is an early childhood con
sultant. Kristen Pohndorf Staub
and her hushand, Robert, an
nounce the birth of a son, Jackson
McCann Staub, oh June 29, 2005.
Kristen is a stay-at-home mom but
continues to do volunteer work
with Link Community Schrxrl in
Newark, New Jersey, where she
previously taught middle-school
English. The Staub family, which
also includes David (three), lives
in Basking Ridge, New Jersey.
Gabriella M. True, Seal Beach,
California, writes that she and
her husband, Alexander Nweeia,
celebrated the christening of their
twin boys last summer. Timothy's
and Alexander's godmothers are
Kate H. Igelbrink and Claire
Laverge Petitt. Jennifer Bigelow Williams and Cary Loomis
Woods also attended the service.
Jennifer L. Usher married Scott
Anderson on March 12, 2005, in

an intimate ceremony in Leav
enworth, Washington, a small
town in the Cascades mountain
range. Jen is a business market
ing analyst for Allyis in Bellevue,
Washington, and she and Scott
live in Seattle. Jen also writes
that she and Katie Usher Snyder
welcomed their mother, JoAnn
Usher, to Seattle last summer
after her retirement. Jo lived in
Gambier, working for Kenyons
alumni office for twelve years,
most recently as director of an
nual funds. Jen and Katie are very
pleased that she chose Seattle
as her new home. Ravanna Wijeyeratne, Hantana, Sri Lanka,
informs us that he just completed
a memorable year as president of
the Rotary Club of Kandy District
3220, raising in excess of one mil
lion dollars for projects to rebuild
the lives of tsunami-affected
Sri Lankans. Projects included
rebuilding a school, helping five
hundred orphaned children, and
providing one hundred fishing
boats. Tasha Y. Willis, Long
Beach, California, informs us that
she is working as a consultant
providing training and facilitation
on diversity issues, intercultural
communication, and retention
of traditionally underrepresented
students in higher education.
She is an auntie to six and a
godmother to one. Tasha would
love to hear from old friends at
enmipaseo@yahoo.com.
'95 Edward B. Bierhaus
1725 Willow Way
Golden, Colorado 80401
edward.bierhaus@colorado.edu
Christopher J. Adams, Santa
Monica, California, writes that he
is working for Getty Images in the
editorial division for entertain
ment. Getty Images covers major
entertainment events such as the
Academy Award and Grammy
ceremonies as well as concerts
and movie premieres. "Other than
work, the beach is great and so
is the Southern California sun,"
Chris says. David E. Bee, Br<x>klyn, New York, informs us that he
is an independent filmmaker and

teacher in Brooklyn and that he
recently completed an award-win
ning documentary feature about
the media and the war in Iraq.
The film is titled Independent
Interxvndon and was released this
fall. David also notes that he had
a great time last summer at the
ten-year reunion. Emily Hop
per Carifa, Far Hills, New Jersey,
reports that she is keeping busy
with her two daughters, Annabel
(three) and Madeline (one).
She has started working parttime from home for her former
company, the executive search
firm Korn/Ferry International.
Emily says that life in New Jersey
continues to he exciting and that
she just wishes she could get more
Kenyon buddies to come visit.
Richard L. Heppner Jr., Somerville, Massachusetts, tells us that
after getting his Ph.D. in British
literature ar Tufts University, he
decided to return to school. He
is currently attending Harvard
Law School. Nancy Johnson
Lapke and her husband, Steve,
announce the birth of a son, Evan
Louie Lapke, on August 6, 2005.
The Lapkes live in Florence,
Kentucky. Ricardo D. Moreno
married Courtney A. Coursey on
June 12, 2005, in Decatur, Geor
gia. Ricardo is a general surgeon
at Triangle Surgical Associates, a
group practice in Raleigh, North
Carolina, and Courtney is a
resident in diagnostic radiology at
Duke University Medical Center.
Courtney and Ricardo live in
Cary, North Carolina.
'96 10th Reunion
Thomas J. Magliery
1446 Friar Lane
Columbus, Ohio 43221
magliery@usa.net
Tegan Tindall Acree tells us that
she and her husband, Mike, are
spending a lot of time and having
a lot of fun decorating their new
six-bedroom home in Atlanta,
Georgia. "We miss Los Angeles
a lot but are starting to adapt
to life in the South," she says.
Jason W. Adamkosky married
Cristi Millfelt on September
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18, 2004, in Cincinnati, Ohio.
Jaime Toca and Uriah J. "Yuri"
Bredle served as Jason's groomsmen. Jason is a pharmaceutical
sales representative for Oscient,
and Cristi is a registered nurse
working with IHS services. Jason
is now helping to raise Cristi's
three children, Chaz (fourteen)
and twins Breanne and Britney
(thirteen), and he says, "1 try to
shamelessly hold on to my youth
by actively playing old-man soc
cer and baseball." The Adamkosky family lives in Nashport,
Ohio. Shelly L. Baker. Seattle,
Washington, reports that she and
her husband, Neil A. Butler '95,
were back in the water train
ing for a three-and-a-half-mile
open-water swim race in Puget
Sound that took place on August
13 to benefit Junior Achieve
ment. The fifty-one-degree water
brought back fond memories of
one Kenyon swimming season
when the water in Ernst pool was
changed following Florida train
ing and remained at fifty degrees
for a week! "The scars are deep,
Coach," Shelly says. Christian L.
Ball married Anne M. Freeman
(DePauw University) on June 11,
2005, in Winter Park, Colorado.
Chris also graduated from The
Medical College of Ohio on June
3, 2005. He and Anne are living
in Minneapolis, Minnesota,
where Chris is an emergency
medicine resident at Hennepin
County Medical Center. Paul A.
Bonvallet, Wixister, Ohio, writes
that he is in his second year as a
chemistry professor at the College
of Wooster and that the return
to Ohio has been great. Uriah
J. Bredle and his wife, Erica,
announce the birth of a son,
Jacob Yuri Bredle, on December
4, 2004. Yuri informs us that, on
top of fatherhood, he is trying his
hand at adventure racing and that
"Jacob provides resistance training
in his jog stroller." The Bredles
live in Cincinnati, Ohio. Lauren
MacKay Star Caplan, Newtonville, Massachusetts, tells us
that after eight years in southern
Africa, she has returned to the
Boston area with her daughter,
62

Shoshana (four). Lauren is work
ing as a yoga teacher and training
to be a somatic therapist. She is
also involved in transformational
work with Landmark Education.
Virginia Galloway Cooper,
Columbia, South Carolina, writes
that she and her husband, Marc,
love South Carolina and that
their son, Gabe, turned one in
December. Virginia is doing some
adjunct teaching at the Univer
sity of South Carolina and some
private practice work as well as
work with the Department of Ju
venile Justice. Thomas J. Lappas.
Rochester, New York, represented
Kenyon College at the inaugura
tion of Daan Braveman as the
ninth president of Nazareth
College on October 1, 2005.
'97 Elizabeth A. Pannill
142 Berkeley Lane
Williamsburg, Virginia 23185
epannill@alumni.kenyon.edu
Co-Agent: Edwin C. O'Malley
Elizabeth Palomaki Lazowski
and her husband, Stephen,
announce the birth of a son, An
drew Huxtable Lazowski, on July
19, 2005. The Lazowskis live in
Chicago, Illinois. Anne Roberts
Moore and her husband, John,
announce the birth of twins,
Katherine Durning Mixire and
Walter Sharkey Mixire, on Au
gust 30, 2005. The Moores, who
live in Greer, South Carolina,
also have an older son, Archie
(two), who was diagnosed with
acute myeloid leukemia in July
2005 and is currently undergo
ing chemotherapy treatments.
Archie's prognosis is excellent
and the family is very optimistic.
For more information, please visit
their Web site at http://www.
archiesrixim.com. Stephanie H.
Rosenkranz married Stephen E.
Hessler (University of Michigan)
on August 27, 2005, in South
ampton, New York. Until last
summer, Stephanie was an associ
ate in the New York law office of
Freshfields Bruckhaus Deringer,
where she specialized in interna
tional arbitration. Stephen is an
associate specializing in litigation
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in the Washington, D.C., office
of Kirkland &. Ellis, a Chicago
law firm. The Hesslers live in
Washington. Amanda Berg
Wilson, Chicago, Illinois, writes
that she continues to run Striding
Lion InterArts Workshop, an
interdisciplinary performing arts
company in Chicago. The groups
most recent production, Billy
the Mountain and Other Wartime
Stories, just finished its second run
this year, was highly recommend
ed by the Chicago Reader, and was
dubbed a "don't miss" production
by Time Out Chicago Elizabeth
M. Witham, Chilmark, Massa
chusetts, tells us that she has been
working on several documentary
films with Film-Truth Productions. Her first feature-length
film premiered on July 21, 2005,
on Martha's Vineyard. For more
information, visit Liz's Web site,
www.film-tnith.com. Jennifer C.
Woodbridge married Matthew A.
Braatz in July 2005 in Princeton,
New Jersey. Jen and Matt live
in Chicago, Illinois, where Jen
is a high schcxil history teacher
at Francis W. Parker School and
Matt is an account executive at
Morningstar.
'98 Jonathan 1. Nicholson
13222 Trimfield Lane
Germantown, Maryland 20874
jonny_nicholson@gmaiI.com
Co-Agent: Karen Bahb McDonald
Robin J. Blume-Kohout. Santa
Monica, California, tells us that
he finally finished his Ph.D. dis
sertation in March 2005 "after six
months of hell." He is currently
a postdoctoral fellow at Califor
nia Institute of Technology and
says, "I'm enjoying putting my
life hack together after dissertat
ing." Robert J. Hamburger.
Atlanta, Georgia, writes that he
obtained his master's degree in
human-computer interaction from
Georgia Institute of Technology
in May, 2005. After graduation,
he was employed by SAIC, a
research and engineering firm, as
a usability specialist. His appoint
ment is at the Centers for Disease
Control in Atlanta. Middleton

Boon Hinckley and James C.
Hinckley announce the birth of
a son, Brent Scowcroft Hinck
ley, on August 13, 2005. The
Hinckleys live in Durham, North
Carolina. Jascha I. Smilack and
Lindsey Maurer Smilack '99 are
pleased to announce the birth of
a son, Edwin August Smilack, on
May 24, 2005. The Smilak family
resides in Cambridge, Massachu
setts. Ryan J. VanOver, Lincoln
Park, Michigan, informs us that
he has just signed a seven-album
record contract with Kid Rix:ks
Top Dog Record label. He says,
"Kid Rock will be producing my
upcoming major-label release,
which is due out next summer."
He invites everyone to visit his
Web site: www.TyStoneMusic.
com for more information, adding
that he is professionally known as
"Ty Stone. Lauren E. Wey
mouth, Phokeng, South Afric«C
tells us she spent a wonderfully
intense year in England complet
ing an Oxford MBA and is now
in South Africa working for the
Royal Bafokeng Nation, surfing
Cape Town, and hiking the Drakensberg Mountains. She writes,
"A Zulu sangoma (traditional
healerj witch doctor told me I am
a sangoma and the ancestors say
not to reveal any more...."
'99 Hilary A. Lowbridge
53 Lippazon Way
Delaware, Ohio 43015
h lowbridge@hotma i1.com
Co-Agent: Jesse Savage
Anthony A. Callander reports
that he lives in Columbus, Ohio,
with his wife, Cara, and their two
wonderful daughters. He works as
the director of human resources
for an automotive manufactur
ing company. He is sad to see his
good friend, Mathieu M. Glassman, leave Columbus for Miami,
Florida, to pursue his efforts in
veterinary medicine. Robert B.
Corpuz tells us that after spend
ing four years sailing the world on
cniise ships as a youth activities
manager, he has spent the last
year in Seoul, South Korea,
teaching English, voice recording,

and acting on a weekly Korean
television program. C. Braddock
Goodson. El Sobrante, California,
informs us that he is currently
teaching high school math in
Richmond, California, working
for the same school district fea
tured in the movie Coach Carter.
"1 absolutely love it," he says.
Brad has also taken up Texas Hold
'Em and notes that "Online poker
sure is very profitable!' Zachary
B. Nowak reports he has finished
the second edition of his guide
to Perugia, Italy, where he is cur
rently living, and he's working on
two other writing projects. He is
now working with the Umbra In
stitute, an American study-abroad
program, which has hired him to
organize events for students. In
his spare time, Zach tends a small
vineyard, where he makes wine
and beer. He also performs in a
cabaret. "Though my Kenyon
friends don't believe it, I actually
make people laugh!" he assures
us. Lindsey Maurer Smilack and
Jascha I. Smilack '98 are pleased
to announce the binh of a son, Ed
win August Smilack, on May 24,
2005. The Smilak family resides in
Cambridge, Massachusetts.
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'00 Austin D. Barger
4645 Goodheart Court
New Albany, Ohio 43054
barger.50@osu.edu
Co-Agent: David W. Shearer
Eliza K. Andrews, Vienna,
Virginia, tells us that for the past
two years she has been office
managing an engineering firm in
McLean, Virginia, and working
weekends at a coffee shop. She
keeps up with Kenyon friends
around the country and was sorry
to miss the reunion because she
was in Ireland with her mother.
Eliza looks forward to the upcom
ing Chamber Singers reunion.
Kathleen S. Birck, Ridgeland,
Mississippi, reports that she has
been living in Mississippi for the
past year, working as a National
Health Service Corps scholar. She

is a family nurse-practitioner in a
community health center, seeing
poor, under-served patients of
all ages. Jared M. Saltman. Co
lumbus, Ohio, informs us that he
became the cultural arts director
of the Columbus Jewish Com
munity Center in October 2004.
In this role, he is the artistic and
managing director of the Gallery
Players, the oldest community
theater company in central Ohio.
Drama majors can contact Jared
at jsaltman@columbusjcc.org for
information about the Columbus
theater scene.
'01 5th Reunion
Kenyon College
Office of Public Affairs
College Relations Center
Gambier, Ohio 43022-9623
bulletin@kenyon.edu
Erin D. Altman. Beverly, Mas
sachusetts, reports that she just
moved back east after three and
a half years in California, where
she spent a lot of time teaching
outdixir education and riding
her road bike down the coast. In
March 2005, she had the pleasure
of meeting up with many Kenyon
friends. Alexis M. Braun informs
us that she and her partner, Adam
D. Marks, live in Madison, Wis
consin, where Alexis is a graduate
student in library and information
studies and Adam is a medical
student, both at the University
of Wisconsin. Rowan Williams
Haug, Shalimar, Florida, tells
us that she had her MFA thesis
show and graduated from Florida
State University at the end of
April 2005. She now lives near
Fort Walton Beach, where her
husband, Charles, is an attor
ney. Amanda Huggins Kerlee.
Reynoldsburg, Ohio, informs us
that she is currently pursuing
a master's degree in marketing
and communications at Franklin
University in Columbus. She
hopes to use this new degree with
her Kenyon degree in political sci
ence to do communications work
for a liberal nonprofit political
group. She has worked in the legal
field since she graduated but has

decided that legal work is not her
area of interest. She has moved to
another law firm as the executive
assistant to the managing partner,
which means she does less legal
work and more client relations
and marketing work. Amanda says
all is going very well for her and
her husband, Brandon, and she is
excited about the upcoming re
union. Robert J. Murphy married
Rachel M. Fox '04 on June 18,
2005, at the Church of the Holy
Spirit in Gambier. The rehearsal
dinner was held at Weaver Cottage and the wedding reception in
the Great Hall of Peirce. Douglas
J. Dillingham was a member of
the wedding party. B.J. is in his
second year of practicing law with
Black, McCuskey, Souers Arbaugh in Canton, Ohio, special
izing in corporate and real estate
transactions. Rachel matriculated
at Kenyon but transferred to
Case Western University, where
she graduated in the spring of
2004 with her bachelor of arts in
sociology. In the spring of 2005,
she received her master's degree in
social work from Case Western's
Mandel School of Applied Social
Sciences. Rachel is now a social
worker with Summit Academy in
Canton, Ohio, a charter school
that serves children with severe
ADHD and autism. B.J. and
Rachel live in East Sparta, Ohio,
in the house that has been in
B.J.'s family for over a hundred
years. They have recently adopted
a two-year-old beagle/hound
mix named Sassy, who, along
with their cat, Tula, rounds out
their young family. Friends are
invited to contact the Murphys
or stop by for dinner and drinks;
just give notice of a day or two.
Scheroi D. Taylor, Cordova,
Tennessee, hopes everyone is
doing well. After graduating from
Kenyon, she attended graduate
school at the University of Notre
Dame, pursuing a master's degree
in chemistry. In August 2005,
Scheroi was hired to teach algebra
and chemistry at Saint Benedict
at Auburndale High School in
Cordova, just as she was nishing
to finish her thesis. She writes.

"It's been exciting and exhausting
at the same time." Jada R. Twedt
married Timothy Strabbing
(Naval Academy '01) on June
18, 2005. Timothy is currently a
captain in the Marine Corps. In
2004, Jada worked at a women's
shelter with abused mothers and
their children in Tijuana, Mexico.
She started a Ph.D. in philosophy
in September 2005 at Princeton
University. The Strabbings live in
Princeton, New Jersey. Sr. Jeana
M. Visel, Ferdinand, Indiana,
informs us that she continues to
journey deeper into monastic life.
She keeps in touch with Sr. Ann
M. O'Reilly '02. As she goes to
class with seminarians, Jeana is
grateful for the wide world-view
Kenyon fostered in her.
'02 Annis K. Kukulan
5339 Broadway
Apartment 101
Oakland, California 94618
kukulana@alumni.kenyon.edu
Co-Agent: Christopher M. Van
Nostrand
Jason T. Apple writes that he
has finished two years of seminary
at the Institute of Christ the
King Sovereign Priest near Flor
ence, Italy. He is studying to be
a Catholic priest. Jessica Huff
Booth tells us that she and Adam
J. Booth '03 recently relocated
to Ann Arbor, Michigan, where
Adam is working toward his
Ph.D. in immunology. Their son,
Isaac, is a year old and keeps
them very busy. They would love
to hear from everyone. Russell
A. Carleton married Tatyana
A. Klimova '03 on July 9, 2005,
in Broadview Heights, Ohio.
Members of the wedding party in
cluded Michael G. Rosenbaum.
Courtney L. McKee '03. Yuliya
N. Yoncheva '04, and Lindsey E.
Bleem '05. Tatyana is currently
a graduate student at Northwest
ern University, while Russell is
a graduate student at DePaul
University. The couple resides
in Chicago, Illinois. A'Biel R.
Hammonds informs us that she
lives in Saint Louis, Missouri, and
is working on a master's degree in

KENYON COLLEGE ALl'MNI BULLETIN WINTER iOo6

63

CLASS TIOTES
teaching from Webster University.
She also works at an elementary
school with autistic children.
Annis K. "Nancy" Kukulan mar
ried Christopher W. Meyers on
June 25, 2005, in Carmel Valley,
California. Kathleen S. Birck '00,
Adam A. Sapp, Erin D. Saun
ders, and Eric A. Christiansen
'03 participated in the ceremony.
Chris is the recruiting coordina
tor at Golden Gate University
Law School in San Francisco, and
Nancy is the accounts payable
manager at Paramount Export
Company in Oakland, Califor
nia, where the new couple lives.
Janice E. Pour married J. Kyle
Friend (Ohio State University
'00) on September 4, 2005. The
outdoor ceremony and reception
took place in Mechanicsville,
Virginia, at the home of her
parents, Michael R. Pour '73 and
Sheila Jacober Pour '74. Renee
Shoaf McNally >ang at the wed
ding and joined the many friends
and family who attended the
festivities. Janice and Kyle live in
New Haven, Connecticut, where
Janice is pursuing her Ph.D. in
biology. Adam A. Sapp, Claremont, California, reports that life
treats him well. He has received a
promotion, had a chance to visit
Katherine S. Younkin in New
York City and James J. Green
wood in Easthampton, Massachu
setts, participated in the wedding
of Annis K. "Nancy" Kukulan,
and taken a "great, necessary
vacation to Amsterdam, Cologne,
and Brussels. Two weeks of way
too much fun!" Adam encourages
friends to contact him if they're in
the Los Angeles area.
'03 Jessica S. D'Ardenne
710 North 4th Street *212
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55415
jessdardenne@hotmail.com
Co-Agents: Philip Ross, Evonne
L. Skoutelas
Alyson D. Ark married Jesse W.
Iott '04 on December 18, 2004, in
the First Congregational United
Church of Christ in Mount Ver
non, Ohio. Owen C. Smith '05
served as a grcximsman. The re64

ception was held in the Harcourt
Parish House in Gambier and
catered by the Friday Cafe group.
Aly is working as a freelance writ
er for Spectrum Design Group,
Inc., while Jesse is completing a
master's degree in English at the
University of Toronto. The lotts
reside in Toronto, Ontario. Hyke
Bierma, Menaldum, Netherlands,
reports that she graduated with
a bachelor's degree in general
linguistics from the University of
Groningen in July 2005. Then, in
September, she started a master's
in Dutch language and literature
and also a master's in general
linguistics, both at the University
of Amsterdam. Meghaan M.
Blauvelt, Pittsburgh, Pennsylva
nia, informs us that she got into
Carnegie Mellon University- for
her MBA and will be attending as a flex-time student. Her
partner, Jessica E. Root '01, is
also enrolled at Carnegie Mellon
and is pursuing a master's degree
in arts management. They often
see Marcela J. Esqueda '02,
who lives just three blocks away.
Lauren K. Boetsch. Washington,
D.C., tells us that she is working
at the Peace Corps headquarters
as a program assistant tor a small,
capacity-building grant program.
She has also started a program to
receive her certification for teach
ing English as a second language.
Jessica Huff Booth '02 tells us
that she and Adam J. Booth
recently relocated to Ann Arbor,
Michigan, where Adam is work
ing toward his Ph.D. in immunol
ogy. Their son, Isaac, is a year old
and keeps them very busy. They
would love to hear from every
one. Michael G. Cole, Charlotte,
North Carolina, says he "pays
his rent" by working for CIGNA
Healthcare and documents
Charlotte's nightlife by writing
and photographing for Amps 11
magazine. His new chapbook
of poetry, time lapse, is available
now from www.thriftpoeticarts.
com. Gretchan N. Frederick,
Mercersburg, Pennsylvania,
reports that she is in her third
year as a Spanish teacher and a
field hockey coach at Mercersburg
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Academy, a boarding school in
Mercersburg, Pennsylvania (alma
mater of Jonathan A. Palmer.
Meilyn A. Chan '05, Andrew P.
Simmons '04, and more). This
fall, Gretchan was promoted to
Spanish section head and head
field hockey coach. Tatyana A.
Klimova married Russell A.
Carleton '02 on July 9, 2005,
in Broadview Heights, Ohio.
Members of the wedding party
included Michael G. Rosenbaum
'02, Courtney L. McKee. Yuliya
N. Yoncheva '04, and Lindsey E.
Bleem '05. Tatyana is a graduate
student at Northwestern Uni
versity and Russell is a graduate
student at DePaul University. The
couple resides in Chicago, Illinois.
Christina M. Knopf, Louisville,
Kentucky, reports that she's
working at Creative Alliance, an
advertising agency in Louisville,
as an account executive. Andrew
P. Shelby tells us that in August
2005 he started law school at
Indiana University in Bloomington. Sarah E. Steckel, Astoria,
New York, writes, "I have slowly
adjusted to life outside Kenyon. I
don't have a career path yet, but I
am finally making a life for myself
in New York. I currently work
at the Guggenheim Museum,
which I like, but I hope to take a
few classes soon. I want to learn
something new!"
'04 Cynthia A. Cunningham
14292 Cassell Road
Fredericktown, Ohio 43019
cynthia.cunningham@g.mail.com
Co-Agent: Jesse G. Spencer
Robert W. Arkell, Washington,
D.C., reports that he has been liv
ing in Washington since the sum
mer of 2004, working as a police
and courts reporter tor the D.C.
Examiner newspaper, covering
Prince George's County. Kirsten
R. Bierlein tells us that she lives
in Telluride, Colorado, importing
Italian wines. Lauren E. Bierman, East Dundee, Illinois, says
that she is teaching seventh and
eighth grade English and history
at an independent school in the
Chicago area. She was lucky

enough to have both the Chasers
and the Chamber Singers stop by
and perform at the school on their
respective tours. Anna V. Bloom.
Park City, Utah, tells us that she
is finding her balance between
the mountains of the Wasatch
Range in Utah. She's learning to
recover from crashing into trees
on her bike, skiing whenever pos
sible, and writing for the business
section of her local newspaper,
The Park Record. "Who knowsT'
she says, "I might just stay put."
Rachel M. Fox married Robert
J. Murphy '01 on June 18, 2005,
in the Church of the Holy Spirit
in Gambier. The rehearsal dinner
was held at Weaver Cottage and
the wedding reception in the
Great Hall of Peirce. Douglas J.
Dillingham '01 was a member of
the wedding party. Rachel matric
ulated at Kenyon but transferred
to Case Western University, ^
where she graduated in the spring
of 2004 with her bachelor of arts
in sociology. In the spring of 2005
she received her masters degree in
social work from Case Western's
prestigious Mandel School of
Applied Social Sciences. Rachel
is now a social worker with Sum
mit Academy in Canton, Ohio, a
charter school that serves children
with severe ADHD and autism.
B.J. is in his second year of prac
ticing law with Black, McCuskey,
Souers Arbuagh in Canton,
Ohio, specializing in corporate
and real estate transactions. B.J.
and Rachel live in East Sparta,
Ohio, in the house that has been
in B.J.'s family for over a hundred
years. They have recently adopted
a two-year-old beagle/hound mix
named Sassy, who, along with
their cat, Tula, rounds out their
young family. Friends are invited
to contact the Murphys or stop
by for dinner and drinks; just give
notice of a day or two. Holly K.
Harris, Hoover, Alabama, reports
that she has finished her first year
of graduate school at the Univer
sity of Alabama at Birmingham.
She can be reached via e-mail to
holIyhar@uab.edu. Jesse W. Iott
married Alyson D. Ark '03 on
December 18, 2004, in the First

Congregational United Church of
Christ in Mount Vernon, Ohio.
Owen C. Smith '05 served as a
groomsman. The reception was
held in the Harcourt Parish House
in Gambier and catered by the
Friday Cafe group. Aly is working
as a freelance writer for Spectrum
Design Group, Inc., while Jesse is
completing a masters degree in
English at the University of To
ronto. The Iotts reside in Toronto,
Ontario. Adam L. Selhorst.
Columbus, Ohio, tells us that he
is attending the Ohio State Uni
versity and teaching an introduc
tion to biology lab as a teaching
assistant at the university. He
is pursuing a master's degree in
environmental science.
'05 Sasha Whitaker
205 Evans Street
Rockville, Maryland 20850
whitakera@kenyon.edu
Sherry C. Wherry, Royersford,
Pennsylvania, says she truly hopes
that everyone is enjoying life after
Kenyon. She writes, "It's different
and a little weird at times, but it's
great to also experience a new
stage in life and to give back all
that we have gained during our
time at Kenyon." Sherry tells us
that things are going really well
for her. She has moved to eastern
Pennsylvania to take a position
with an organization called the
Coalition for Christian Outreach
and was hired specifically to be a
church youth director and a cam
pus minister at Ursinus College.

••

IN MEMORIAM
Rev. W. Paul Thompson '29
H'73 on March 11, 2005. He was
ninety-eight and a resident of
Binghamton, New York.
At the time of his death,
Paul was the second oldest living
member of the Kenyon chapter
of Alpha Delta Phi. Following
graduation from Kenyon, he
went on to Episcopal Theological
School and was ordained in the
Episcopal ministry in 1932.
In May 1973, Paul was award
ed an honorary Doctor of Divinity
degree from Kenyon in recogni
tion of his many contributions to
youth ministry and his service as a
deputy to general conventions of
the Episcopal church.
Following a curacy in Syracuse,
New York, Paul served parishes in
Elmira, New York, Scranton and
Reading, Pennsylvania, and then
in Binghamton, New York, where
he finished his active ministry
with a rectorate of twenty-two
years. In retirement, he tilled in at
churches with pastoral vacancies
and traveled widely to such places
as Kenya, Iran, the Hindu Kush,
Greenland, and China.
Paul is survived by his wife of
seventy-one years, Helen Bruce
Thompson; a daughter, Vivian
B. Thompson; two sons, W. Paul
Thompson Jr. and Michael B.
Thompson; and several grand
children and great-grandchildren.
Memorial contributions may be
made to the Living Care Fund of
Good Shepherd Fairview Home,
80 Fairview Avenue, Binghamton,
New York 13904.
Rev. William S. Noce '33 B'36
P'58 on April 22, 2005. He was
ninety-three and a resident of
Westfield, Indiana.
At Kenyon, Bill was a member
of Delta Phi fraternity. After
graduation, he went on to earn
a bachelor of divinity degree at
Bexley Hall.
Bill served parishes in
Commeautville and Erie, Pennsyl
vania, before enlisting in the U.S.
Navy during World War II. He
was a Navy chaplain for thirty-

three years. In retirement, Bill
moved to Virginia Beach, where
he served as an assistant before
moving to Florida in 1979.
Survivors include his wife,
Alice Edna Noce; two sons, Wil
liam S. Noce 1958 and Robert S.
Noce, and several grandchildren
and great-grandchildren, includ
ing William J. Parker '09.
Wilson M. Meeks '35 on March
27, 1999. He was eighty-five and
a resident of Garrison, New York.
At Kenyon, Will was a
member of Beta Theta Pi social
fraternity. He played varsity foot
ball and track and participated in
intramural sports as well.
Following his graduation from
Kenyon, Will went on to the Uni
versity of Chicago, where he earned
a master's degree in sociology.
Will spent most of his career
as a criminologist for the state of
Illinois. He took early retirement
in 1972 from his position as su
perintendent of the reception and
diagnostic services department,
and he and his wife built a home
in County Cork, Ireland. He
spent about eight months a year
in Ireland and the other months
at a small home on his son's prop
erty in Fishkill, New York.
Will had two sons, Wilson
Jr. and John M. Meeks, and two
grandchildren, Gwyneth and Wil
son III. It is not known whether
or not they survive him.
Carl T. Crumrine '37 on August
8, 2005. He was ninety and a
resident of Gorham, Maine.
At Kenyon, Carl was a mem
ber of Delta Phi social fraternity
and Kenyon Klan and played
basketball for three years. He
graduated Phi Beta Kappa and
went on to earn an MBA from
Northwestern University.
He taught at Louisiana State
University, DePaul University,
and Northwestern University
before enlisting in the military.
During World War II, he was a
captain in the Eighth Army Air
Corps and took part in the mili
tary occupation of Japan. After
the war, Carl moved to Chicago

and pursued a career in business
administration. He retired as the
executive vice president of the
Trailmobile Division of the Pull
man Standard Corporation. Carl
loved farming and in retirement
he raised beef cattle in northwest
ern Illinois with his son, Charles.
The family then moved to Maine,
and, in later years, spent winters
in Port Isabel, Texas.
Survivors in addition to
Charles include his wife of sixtyseven years, Carolyn, and two
grandsons, Justin and Michael
Crumrine.
F. Wesley Baylor '44 on August
19, 2005, of cancer. He was
eighty-three and a resident of
Lake Forest, Illinois.
At Kenyon, Wes was a mem
ber of the Kenyon Singers and the
Hill Players and participated in
intramural track.
Wes served in the U.S. Navy
during World War II in the South
Pacific. After the war he pursued
a career in the investment industry and retired as a vice president
at Shearson Lehman Brothers in
1990 to enjoy, as he put it, "the
cocktail hour of life."
Wes is survived by his wife,
Jane Sullivan Baylor; a daughter,
Catherine Baylor Diganci; a son,
Geoffrey W. Baylor; a step-daugh
ter, Elizabeth Howard Brandt;
three granddaughters, Sarah
Diganci and Kelly and Maggie
Baylor; a grandson, Jared Diganci;
and step-grandchildren Patrick,
Molly, and Benjamin Brandt.
Memorial contributions may be
made to Catholic Charities of
Lake County, 671 South Lewis,
Waukegan, Illinois 60085.
Walter Dain Kuhns 1944 on
October 18, 2005, after a lengthyillness. He was eighty-four and a
resident of Naples, Florida.
Dain attended Kenyon for two
years prior to entering the U.S.
Army. He served as a pilot for
three years with the Air Corps
and upon his discharge was
enrolled at Ohio State University,
where he earned a bachelor of
science degree. He was a member
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of Beta Theta Pi fraternity.
Dain spent mast of his business
career in the aerospace industry
and retired as owner of Kuhns
Manufacturing Company in 1972.
In retirement, he divided his time
between Florida and Asheville,
North Carolina. He was a cham
pion skeet shmiter and avid golfer.
Survivors include his wife of
fifty-seven years, Elizabeth Hen
derson Kuhns; two sons, Stephen
D. Kuhns and John B. Kuhns;
and two grandchildren, Emily
E. Kuhns and John B. Kuhns Jr.
Memorial contributions may be
made to Hospice of Naples, 1095
Whippoorwill Lane, Naples,
Horida 34105.
Thomas K. Folsom 1945 on Oc
tober 5, 2004. He was eighty-one
and a resident of Lima, Ohio.
At Kenyon, Tom was a mem
ber of Middle Kenyon Society and
participated in track and swim
ming. He served in the U.S. Army
during World War 11, achieving
the rank of corporal.
Tom was a chemical operator
for Vistron Corporation, retiring
in 1988 after more than thirty
years of service.
Survivors include two sons,
Todd H. and Kirk M. Folsom; four
grandchildren; and one great
grandchild. Memorial contribu
tions may be made to the Allen
County Museum, 620 Market
Street, Lima, Ohio 45801.
Donald G. Hoffman '45 on July
10, 2005. He was eighty-two and
a resident of Los Osos, California.
At Kenyon, Don was a member
of Delta Tau Delta fraternity. He
served in the U.S. Army during
World War II and returned to
Kenyon to earn his degree in 1950.
Don retired in 1984 as vice
president of International Encyclo
pedia Britannica Education Corp.
He is survived by his wife,
Isohel; one daughter, Barbara
Hoffman; and one son, Bruce
Hoffman.
William H. Rehnquist 1946 on
September 3, 2005, of thyroid
cancer. He was eighty and a resi66

dent of Arlington, Virginia.
William attended Kenyon for
one year before joining the U.S.
Army Air Corps as a weather
observer. After World War II, he
returned to college, earning a BA
and MA at Stanford University,
where he was elected to Phi Beta
Kappa. He earned an MA from
Harvard University and returned
to Stanford for his law degree,
graduating first in his class.
William was appointed chief
justice of the United States
Supreme Court in 1986. Prior
to that appointment, he was an
associate justice from 1972 until
1986. He also served as assistant
attorney general in the Office of
Legal Counsel and had a private
practice in Phoenix, Arizona,
from 1953 until 1969.
William is survived by two
daughters, Nancy Spears and
Janet Rehnquist; one son, James
C. Rehnquist; and eight grand
children.
Rev. John A. Sanford '50 H'92
on October 17, 2005. He was
seventy-six and a resident of San
Diego, California.
Jack studied philosophy at
Kenyon and was inducted into Phi
Beta Kappa. Following in the steps
of his father, grandfather, and N>th
great-grandfathers, he continued
his studies at the Episcopal Theo
logical Seminary in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, and was ordained
to the priesthixxl in 1955. He
received an honorary doctor of di
vinity degree from Kenyon in 1992
in recognition of his work in the
fields of religion and psychology.
Jack served for twenty years as
a parish priest. He left the ministry
because he "felt he had other work
to do," his wife said. He became
a Jungian analyst and worked as
a psychotherapist for many years.
He was the author of twenty Kxiks
in the fields of religion and psychology, including The Kingdom
Within, The Man Who Wrestled
with Gcxl, Dreams: God's Forgotten
Limguage, and Mystical Christianity.
In addition to his wife of
fifty-one years, Adaline "Linny"
Sanford, Jack is survived by a
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daughter, Kathryn Sanford; a son,
John S. Sanford; a brother, Ted
Sanford; and three grandsons. Me
morial contributions may be made
to Silverado Hospice, 1500 Borden
Road, Escondido, California
92926, or to the Alzheimer's Asso
ciation, 8514 Commerce Avenue,
San Diego, California 92121.
Joseph A. Wendel '50 on March
4, 2005. He was seventy-eight and
a resident of Martinsburg, West
Virginia.
Joe served in the U.S. Navy
in the South Pacific from 1944
to 1945. He earned his degree in
English from Kenyon cum laude
and went on to earn an MA from
the State University of Iowa.
He served in the Peace Corps
for four years in Ethiopia and an
additional two years in Africa
with USAID.
Joe taught for many years
in private Episcopal schools in
northeastern Canada, New York,
and Georgia. Since his retirement,
he has been a daily volunteer at
Rosemont Elementary School in
Martinsburg. Rosemont's princi
pal, Sandy Duffy, affectionately
called Joe her "Joe Friday" and
students knew him as Mr. Joe.
He filled a wide range of respon
sibilities, including coordinating
weekly fluoride treatments and
the school's Read Aloud program,
working with individual students
and whole classrooms, reading to
students, working in the office,
helping the cooks serve meals,
and maintaining the school's
flower beds. He also served as a
substitute teacher.
Joe is survived by two brothers,
G. William Wendel and Frank T.
Wendel; five nephews; and one
niece. Memorial contributions
may K' made to Trinity Episcopal
Church, 200 West King Street,
Martinsburg, West Virginia 25401.
Luis C. Calvo '51 on July 25,
2005. He was seventy-seven
and a resident of Royersford,
Pennsylvania.
At Kenyon, Luis was a
chemistry major and a member
of Archon fraternity. He went on

to do graduate work in chemistry
at Louisiana State University. He
then returned to Cuba, the place
of his birth, where he worked for
Colgate Palmolive Peet Corpora
tion in Havana.
When Fidel Castro came to
power in Cuba, Luis applied for a
visa to come to the United States.
The Cuban government respond
ed by sending him to forced la Kir
in the cane fields for a year. While
many of his fellow workers died of
exertion, he survived and made
his way to the U.S. via Spain,
where his parents were born, and
Canada. He went to work for
Germaine Monteil Cosmetics
until 1987, when it was purchased
by Revlon. He then joined Estee
Lauder and remained with it until
1994, when he retired as vice
president of manufacturing.
Luis is survived by one daugh
ter, Nilda T. Calvo; three son$T
Luis M., R. Roland, and Gustav
Calvo; and nine grandchildren.
David Nicoll 1951 on September
20, 2004. He was seventy-five
and a resident of Minneapolis,
Minnesota.
At Kenyon, David was a mem
ber of Phi Kappa Sigma fraternity.
After attending Kenyon and
University of Toledo, he worked
for his grandfather, Frank Feilbach, at the Feilbach Wholesale
Grocery Company in Toledo. In
1955, David enlisted in the Air
Force Reserves Pilot Training
Program to fulfill his dream of
flying jet planes. After leaving
the Air Force Reserves, he held
various positions in the aviation
industry, including four years as
sales manager of Bellanca Aircraft
Company of Alexandria, Minne
sota, and for twenty-six years with
Lakewood Publications in Min
neapolis as publisher of Airport
Services Magazine. He retired in
1990.
David is survived by his wife
of thirty-seven years, Dorothy
Nicoll; one daughter, Becky
Jensen; three sons, David, Andy,
and Scott Nicoll; one sister, Casey
Reiger; nine grandchildren; and
several nieces and nephews.

Richard E. McPherson '54 P'84
on June 14, 2005, of Lou Gehrig's
disease. He was seventy-two and a
resident of Akron, New York.
Richard was a member of
Delta Tau Delta fraternity. He
participated in the Air Force
ROTC program and after gradua
tion served on active duty piloting
B-47 bombers for the Strategic
Air Command, attaining the rank
of captain. He went on to earn an
MBA from the Cornell University
Graduate School of Business and
Public Administration.
In 1969, Richard and three
partners co-founded Comptek
Research, a software development
company and defense contrac
tor based in Buffalo, New York.
In 1972, he was instnimental
in developing Comptek s Office
Automation Division, which be-

came a separate company named
Barrister Information Systems in
1982. He served as the company's
vice president until his retirement
in 2000.
Richard is survived by his wife,
Susan Tharpe Robir; a daughter,
Lynn McPherson Tweedie '84;
a son, Paul McPherson; a brother,
Robert McPherson; a sister, Char
lotte Comey; two grandchildren,
and one great-grandchild. Memo
rial contributions may he made
to A.L.S. Therapy Development
Foundation, 215 First Street,
Cambridge, Massachusetts 02142.
R. John Bradfield 1955 P'82 on
September 12, 2005, of leukemia.
He was seventy-two and a resi
dent of Grosse Pointe, Michigan.
At Kenyon, John was a
member of Delta Kappa Epsilon

WILL PILCHER '51
Will Pilcher '51 on October 13, 2005, from complications following
open-heart surgery. He was seventy-six and a resident of San Fran
cisco, California.
At Kenyon, Will was a member of Phi Kappa Sigma fraternity
and, during his senior year, the editor of the Kenyon Collegian. After
graduation from Kenyon, he served two years in the U.S. Army and
then went on to earn an MBA from the Harvard Business School.
Will maintained close ties with Kenyon, serving as a career
network volunteer, class agent, and chair of his twenty-fifth, fortieth,
forty-fifth, and fiftieth reunion committees. He also served as presi
dent of the Cincinnati and Northern California regional associa
tions, as a member of Alumni Council, and as an extern sponsor. In
2000-01, he was recognized with the D. Morgan Smith Award for his
outstanding personal contributions to the Class of 1951 and to the
Kenyon Fund.
Will began his career with Proctor and Gamble in Cincinnati,
Ohio. In 1963, he moved to San Francisco, where he worked for Levi
Strauss International until his retirement.
He was instrumental in founding and developing the International
Christian Chamber of Commerce.
He served on several boards,
1
r
including Stern Grove Festival,
Alliance for Children Everywhere,
Sonoma County Museum, and
Lifechangers.
Survivors include his daugh
ter, Lisa Young, and two grand
children, Sarah and Jacob Young.
Memorial contributions may be
made to Alliance for Children
Everywhere, P.O. Box 12250,
Tucson, Arizona 85732; Stern
Grove Festival, P.O. Box 44690,
San Francisco, California 94144;
Lifechangers, P.O. Box 3709,
Cookeville, Tennessee 38502; or
Sonoma County Museum, 425
Seventh Street, Santa Rosa, Cali
fornia 95401.

fraternity. After one year, he
transferred to the University of
Michigan and then went on to
earn a medical degree from Wayne
State University.
John was a prominent obstetri
cian and gynecologist in Grosse
Pointe for thirty years.
Among Johns many interests
were his love of classic car collect
ing and his advocacy for animals.
He rescued and raised countless
animals over the course of his
lifetime.
Survivors include his wife
of forty-seven years, Ruth; one
daughter, Janet Rradfield Davis;
two sons, Robert J. Bradfield III
'82 and William K. Bradfield; and
nine grandchildren. Memorial
contributions may he made to the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society,
Dmor Services, P.O. Box 4072,
Pittsfield, Massachusetts 01202, or
the animal welfare society of the
donor's choice.
Felix Pulgram 1955 on July 15,
2005, of complications from mul
tiple sclerosis. He was seventy-one
and a resident of Milwaukee,
Wisconsin.
Felix spent one year at Kenyon
before transferring to the Uni
versity of Wisconsin at Madison.
He also attended the University
of Minnesota. He served in the
U.S. Army from 1956 to 1958 and
was a member of the Jewish War
Veterans of U.S.A.
He was employed by the In
ternal Revenue Service for many
years.
Felix is survived by many
friends from the Clement J. Zablocki Veteran's Administration
Medical Center.
Jack M. Donaworth Jr. '57 on
August 28, 2005. He was seventy
and a resident of Angel Fire, New
Mexico.
Jack was a member of Delta
Tau Delta at Kenyon and par
ticipated in lacrosse and tennis.
Following his days at Kenyon, he
joined the U.S. Navy to fly. He
earned his wings in 1960 and was
an aircraft carrier attack pilot on
both the USS Forrestal and the

USS Enterprise.
At the completion of his first
tour of duty, Jack left the Navy to
take over his father's retail piano
business in Cincinnati. He missed
the Navy, so he rejoined as a flight
instructor at the Navy Air Sta
tion in Meridian, Mississippi. He
retired as a lieutenant commander
after twenty-one years of service.
He then pursued a career as a field
engineer with Sandia National
Laboratories in New Mexico. He
retired from Sandia in 1974.
Jack is survived by his wife of
forty-four years, Gail; a son, Jack
M. Donaworth III; two grand
daughters, Garland Ann and
Jesse Elizabeth Donaworth; and
a sister, June Smith. Memorial
contributions may be made to the
Footprints Grief Center of Hos
pice of Metro Denver, 501 South
Cherry Street, Suite 700, Denver,
Colorado 80246.
Stanley A. Krok Jr. '57 P'84 on
August 23, 2005. He was seventyone and a resident of Brunswick,
Maine.
Stan was a member of Psi
Upsilon fraternity and a major
performer on Kenyons 1954
through 1957 swim teams. With
teammates and fellow Williston Academy (Massachusetts)
graduates Edward F. Fitzsimons
and Theodore D. KUITUS, he
helped rewrite nearly all Kenyon
and Ohio Athletic Conference
(OAC) swim records. For four
years, Kenyon teams won every
conference meet, including the
OAC Championships, beginning
a streak that lasted decades.
"Few swimmers have had
greater love and devotion for
the sport of swimming than Stan
Krok," says their coach Thomas
J. Edwards, who is also dean of
students emeritus. "His enthu
siasm and leadership played no
small part in the team's successes.
Stan helped to instill team pride
and performance challenges that
characterize Kenyon swimming."
Throughout his life, Stan con
tinued to enjoy all water sports,
including distance swimming,
sailing, and fishing. His love of
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fishing was expressed through his
award-winning wood sculptures of
fish and seascapes.
Stan worked in sales and
marketing for International Paper
Company, Ohio Knife Company,
and Smetco.
Survivors include his former
wife, Judith C. Krok; two daugh
ters, Elizabeth Krok Johnson '84
and Sara Krok Howe; and three
grandchildren. Memorial contribu
tions may be made to Kenyon Col
lege, Office of Development, Gambier, Ohio 43022, or to Parkview
Adventist Medical Center, 329
Maine Street, Brunswick, Maine
04011. Condolences may be sent
to the family at 117 Middle Bay
Road, Brunswick, Maine 04011.
Charles G. S. Williams '63 on
September 15, 2005, of brain
cancer. He was sixty-six and a
resident of Mount Vernon, Ohio.
Charles graduated from
Kenyon magna cum laude with
highest honors in French. He was
a member of Psi Upsilon frater
nity. Charles studied at Oxford
University as a Fulbright Fellow
and earned a master of philosophy
and a Ph.D. from Yale University.
He taught at the Ohio State
University for over thirty-six
years and was chair and act
ing chair of the Department of
French and Italian for six years.
He retired in January 2005.
Charles was recognized as one
of the world's leading specialists
in seventeenth-century French
studies. He was the author of four
Ixxiks and numerous articles and
papers relating to that period in
French history. He was still work
ing and had two books in progress
when he was diagnosed with
brain cancer in December 2004.
In 1992, the Charles Singer
Williams Prize in French was
established with a bequest from
the estate of Charles's mother,
Thelma Williams. The prize is
awarded each year at the Honors
Day Convocation to an outstand
ing student of French Language
and Literature at the College.
Charles is survived by his
father, Earl Williams.
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Robert G. Beers II 1968 on
April 17, 2005, after a more than
twenty year battle with AIDS. He
was fifty-eight and a resident of
New York City.
Robert attended Kenyon for
three years, withdrawing in the
spring of 1967 for health reasons.
He moved to New York City
and from 1969 to 1972 he was the
editor of CrawcLiddy magazine, for
which he also wrote features and
reviews. While at the magazine,
Robert became a member of
Charles Ludlam's Ridiculous Theatrical Company and from 1971
to 1976 he worked on all phases of
the troupe's productions and ap
peared in four of them. While con
tinuing to write and also to paint,
Robert assisted on the rebuilding of
several major pipe organs in New
York, including those in the Ca
thedral of Saint John the Divine
and Saint Bartholomews Church.
In 1981, he joined the Department
of Film at the Museum of Modern
Art, where he worked for the next
twenty years with the curators
organizing exhibitions of national
and international cinema.
Robert became legally blind
in 2000 but continued to paint
and had one-man exhibitions
of his work at Cooper Union,
New York, and the Gallery of the
Maryland Institute College of Art
in Aix-en-Provence, France. He
also published a seven-part novel
titled James in Love.
Robert was a passionate and
discerning collector of Stafford
shire china. He was devoted as
well to his Scottish Fold cats,
a breed that has cars that fold
forward and down rather than
standing upright.
There is no information
regarding survivors.
Stephen D. Wrightington '70
on July 9, 2005, unexpectedly of
a heart attack. He was fifty-seven
and a resident of South Otselic,
New York.
At Kenyon, Steve was a mem
ber of Alpha Delta Phi, serving as
vice president in 1969.
A gifted and talented carpen
ter, Steve worked in the carpentry
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trade for many years. He main
tained a small Christmas tree farm,
was a tree surgeon and maker of
maple syrup, and a stone mason.
He enjoyed erecting a stone wall
on his property as a hobby.
Steve was a sixteen-year
member of the Chenango County
Board of Supervisors and had
served as the supervisor for
the Town of Otselic. He was a
member of the South Otselic Fire
Department for over twenty years.
Survivors include his wife,
Lucy Albury Wrightington;
two daughters, Christy and Kate
Wrightington; one son, Evan
Wrightington; a grandson, Gavin
Wrightington; a brother, John
Wrightington; and two nephews,
Seth and Clem Wrightington
'98. Memorial contributions may
be made to the South Otselic Fire
Department, South Otselic, New
York 13155.
Bonnie Barton Irwin '74 on
November 9, 2005, after a fourmonth battle with cancer. She
was fifty-three and a resident of
Newtown Square, Pennsylvania.
At Kenyon, Bonnie was a
psychology major and earned
induction into Phi Beta Kappa
honorary fraternity. She continued
her studies in the area of family
counseling and had a commitment
to helping families and youth.
Bonnie enjoyed working with
children and taught Suzuki piano
for many years before entering the
field of education in 1990.
Bonnie served as dean of stu
dents, director of admissions, and
interim head of school at Olney
Friends School in Barnesville,
Ohio. When her husband, Phil,
joined the development staff
at Kenyon in 1994 as director
of planned giving, Bonnie also
joined the Kenyon staff, work
ing in the financial aid office
and with first-year students in
the academic advising office. In
1997, she became the direc
tor of admissions at the White
Mountain Schcxil in Bethlehem,
New Hampshire. For the past
five years, she had been associ
ate director of admissions at the

Westtown School in Westtown,
Pennsylvania.
Bonnie particularly enjoyed
working with international
students and was committed to
learning about other cultures and
increasing diversity at the school.
Survivors, in addition to her
husband W. Philip Irwin '74.
include two sons, Ryan and Aren
Irwin; her mother, Peggy Lewis
Barton; and her brother, Robert
Barton. Memorial contribu
tions may be made to Westtown
School, Westtown Road, Westtown, Pennsylvania 19395.
Anne Munroe Shapiro '76 on
October 20, 2005, of melanoma.
She was fifty-one and a resident of
Oxford, Georgia.
Anne initially pursued a
career in art administration. She
worked at the National Gallery in
Washington, D.C., the Whitney
Museum in New York City, and
at the San Francisco Museum of
Modern Art.
Following her marriage, and a
move to Georgia, Anne decided
to investigate a long-held interest
in becoming a veterinarian. She
enrolled in an undergraduate
course in chemistry at Oxford
College. Finding success in the
sciences, she completed the
undergraduate requirements and
was accepted at the University
of Georgia College of Veterinary
Medicine. She received her
degree in 1994 and embarked on a
career in veterinary medicine.
Anne is survived by her
husband, William Shapiro; a
daughter, Leah Munroe Shapiro; a
son, Jacob L. Shapiro; her mother,
Mary Norris Munroe; a sister,
Katherine Munroe Daly; three
nieces, Laura, Elizabeth, and Julia
Daly; and one nephew, Patrick
Daly. Memorial contributions may
be made to a scholarship for nontraditional veterinary students
established in Anne's memory.
Mail to the University of Georgia
College of Veterinary Medicine,
Development Office, Univer
sity of Georgia, Athens, Georgia
30602.

James E. Trares '81 on June 9,
2005, of MELAS Disease, a pro
gressive neurodegenerative disor
der. He was forty-six and a resident
of Ellington, Connecticut.
At Kenyon, Jim was a member
of Christian Fellowship, Judicial
Board, and Alpha Lambda Omega
fraternity.
At the time of his death,
he was employed by Hamilton
Standard Division of United
Technologies Incorporated as a
contracts administrator. He was
an emergency medical tech
nologist for the South Windsor
Ambulance Corps.
His is survived by his wife,
Donna Cumpston Trares; one
daughter, Tracie Trares Smith;
a sister, Janet Trares; a brother,
David Trares; his stepmother, Lee
Trares; and several nieces and
nephews. Memorial contributions
may be made to the American
Diabetes Association, P.O. Box
2680, North Canton, Ohio

Trustees
W. Bruce Thomas P'80, emeritus
trustee, on June 5, 2005. He was
seventy-eight and a resident of
Sewickley, Pennsylvania, and Belleaire, Florida.
During World War II, Bnice
served in the U.S. Air Force.
A magna cum laude graduate
of Western Michigan University,
Bruce earned his law degree with
distinction at the University of
Michigan and gained admission to
the Michigan bar in 1952.
Bruce joined the USX Cor
poration (originally U.S. Steel
Corporation) in 1952 as a tax at
torney. Over the years, he worked
for various subsidiaries and divi
sions of the company in locations
from Duluth, Minnesota, to New

York City to Venezuela. In 1970,
he was appointed vice president
and treasurer and in 1982 he was
named vice chairman and chief
financial officer, and director. He
retired from USX in 1991.
In addition to his service on
Kenyons hoard of trustees, Bruce
was a director of Chemical Bank
ing Corporation and Quantum
Chemical Corporation, and he
served on the board of directors
of Duquesne University and Al
legheny General Hospital.
Bruce is survived by his wife
of fifty-five years, Phyllis Smith
Thomas; a son, Robert W.
Thomas '80; two grandchildren,
William and Kristina Thomas;
and two sisters, June Strong and
Alice Vivian.

44720.
Deceased alumni for whom we
have no additional information
Charles F. Vent '31 on November
23, 1993. He was eighty-seven and
a resident of Perrysburg, Ohio.

/
Richard R. Chandler 1949 on
May 26, 2005. He was seventyeight and a resident of New York
City.
X
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Robert M. Eisenberg '56 on
March 26, 2001. He was sixtyseven and a resident of Leon,
Florida.
William W. Wissman '65 in the
fall of 1998. He was a resident of
Taos and Santa Fe, New Mexico.
He is survived by his wife, Su
zanne, and two sons, William and
Michael Wissman.
Katherine Staley Trull 1987 on
August 3, 1997. She was thirtytwo and a resident of Mexico,
Missouri.
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Save the Date

Celebrate the dedication of the Kenyon Athletic Center the
weekend of April 20-22,2006.
Festivities will include intercollegiate athletic contests,
exhibitions, dinners, and alumni sports teams competing
against College varsity teams.
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JOHN KILYK '80 PAYS IT FORWARD

: b U LLET1N toARD

• UPCOMING REUNIONS

John Kilyk '80, an
intellectual-property
attorney with Leydig, Voit,
and Mayer in Chicago,
visited the College on
November 17, 2005. Kilyk,
who majored in chemistry
at Kenyon, discussed with
several students how majors
in the sciences can lead
to legal careers. Kilyk's
talk paid homage to a visit
during his college days by
Thomas Hoffman '62, whom
Kilyk credits with inspiring
him to launch his own legal
career. Kilyk is pictured
here with Sarah Spiegler
&
'06, daughter of Jacob '74
and Diane Spiegler '76.
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Exeter program alumni: During Reunion
Weekend, May 26-27
Owl Creeks: During Reunion Weekend,
May 26-27
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IT'S YOUR CHOICE
nother winter is her -and that
means it's time once again to
choose your Alumni Council
representatives and Alumni Trustees. For
the second year, elections will take place
online. Look for links to an electronic ballot
to arrive in your e-mail inbox as part of the
February issue of the Kenyon News Digest. If
you would prefer to vote on a paper ballot,
call 1-800-KENYONC in mid-February to
request one.

Be sure to mark your calendars for these
upcoming reunions.

Alumni Council candidates:
Donald A. Fischman '57
Barbara L. Kakiris '97
Emily Resnik Conn '85
Gary L. Nave '68 P'97,'04
William F. Paraska '70
Barbara B. Evans '87
Alumni Trustee candidates:
Carla R. Ainsworth '95
Mark M. O'Connell '80
Birgitta I. Sutter '83
James F. Parker '81

Jtf
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IN GOOD COMPANY
This spring, Kenyon's Learning in the
Company of Friends program will be
visting alumni in six cities. Check the
calendar below for events in a city near
you. If you would like to attend, contact Jill
Shriver in the Office of Alumni and Parent
Programs at shriverj@kenyon.edu.
Atlanta, Georgia, Tuesday, May 2
Cleveland, Ohio, Wednesday, March 22,
with Professor of Political Science Fred
Baumann
Columbus, Ohio, Tuesday, March 28, with
Professor of American Studies Peter Rutkoff
Detroit, Michigan, Thursday, March 30,
with President S. Georgia Nugent
Los Angeles, California, Thursday,
February 16, with Professor of American
Studies Peter Rutkoff
San Francisco, California, Wednesday,
February 15, with Professor of American
Studies Peter Rutkoff

Contact the Office of
Alumni and Parent Programs
Phone 740-427-5147
Fax

740-427-5454

E-mail help@alumni.kenyon.edu
Web

www.kenyon.edu

Mail

Office of Alumni and
Parent Programs
College Relations Center
Gambier, Ohio 43022-9623
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Gordon M. Greenblatt '54 snapped this photo in the Peirce
Hall coffee shop during a dance weekend in 1953. If you can
identify anybody in the photo, please contact us.

ADVANCED ALUMNI
SEARCH: IT'S EASY.'

D

o you want to talk to alumni who
work as journalists in New York
City? Arc you moving to Chicago
and trying to locate other Peeps in the area?
Do you want to know who else did graduate
work at Case Western Reserve University?
The advanced search option on Kenyon s
online alumni directory makes it easy to get
answers to questions like these.
To find the names of those New York
journalists—or anybody else, for that mat
ter—just log on to alumni.kenyon.edu,
click on Advanced Search, and enter
your search terms. For example, select
"New York" from the region drop-down
box and choose "journalism" from the oc
cupation box. Then click on the search
button. It's that simple.
If you've lost your password for the direc
tory, contact Jill Shriver in the Office of
Alumni and Parent Programs at shriverj®
kenyon.edu.

ailing all photographers! Dur
ing your time at the College, did
you capture on film one of those
uniquely Kenyon moments—perhaps a
gathering of friends in the upside-down tree,
a raucous moment in Peirce Great Hall, or
a pizza party in a Caples dorm room? We're
looking for photos of moments such as these
to feature in a new occasional series. Either
fill your photo albums with these memories
at alumni.kenyon.edu, or send them to us
directly. Contact Jill Shriver in the Office of
Alumni and Parent Programs at shriverj®
kenyon.edu.

Pathways of Excellence
Kenyon gives you pathways to travel. You begin on Middle Path, sensing the history it embodies,
savoring its spirit of community. Middle Path gives rise to so many other pathways—parhs of
intellectual discovery, career paths, personal journeys, shared adventures.
You can sustain these pathways by supporting the Kenyon Fund. Your gift will ensure
that all Kenyon students, now and in the future, enjoy their own pathways of excellence.
jj£V

.

•.

The Kenyon Fund: A Vital Pathway
Like all of Kenyon s pathways, the Kenyon Fund makes its way into every comer of campus.
Alumni who give to the Kenyon Fund support academic life, scholarships, student activities, fac
ulty and academic programs—even the gravel on Middle Path. All gifts, regardless of size, have
an impact. Every contribution yields benefits.
Help us sustain the strength of a Kenyon education by giving to the Kenyon Fund today.
Visit http://gift.kenyon.edu to make a gift online.
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by Renee Brandt Peck '75
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V
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neoprene respirator sits on the pas
senger seat of my car these days. On
the floor lies a sledge hammer, axe,
flashlight, assorted batteries, and a quart jar of
water, crowded into a space that once held
muddy soccer cleats and math homework. The
cloying smell of decay hangs in the air, and
dust coats the outside of my car and the inside
of my nostrils.
In August, I worried about deadlines and
what to cook for dinner and whether my
tenth-grader would make the starting volleyhall lineup. Now, it's black mold, toxic soil,
and my friend Nicci, who lost two houses and
her job and is, in her own words, "just drifting"
through these difficult days.
Like most others, we had no clue that this
storm would prove to he The Killer Hurricane,
the one long predicted but never, deep down,
really expected. That last day, we hauled in
the lawn furniture, moved family albums
upstairs, packed two days' worth of clothes,
and loaded our daughter and our dog into the
car, as we had done a half-dozen other times
over the past three decades. The realization
dawned slowly: This one was different.
From our temporary headquarters in
Houston, we watched New Orleans die. We
agonized over friends stranded for days on bal
conies, in shelters, unrescued, without food
and losing hope. We pored over satellite maps,
picking out landmarks. Is that Jane and Ed's
house under water? Is this Tom and Kathy's
house that seemed to survive? News reports
told of looting and lawlessness, the slow stran
gulation of a culture we had lived and loved.
Catastrophe brings out the worst in people.
"That's what you get for building on land
below sea level," a convenience store clerk
snapped when we stopped to get gas. But some
are at their best during a tragedy. We were at a
restaurant one evening in Houston—my hus
band, daughter, and I—when a busboy sidled
over. "Are you from New Orleans?" he asked
72
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shyly. We told him yes. "Can I give you a
hug.7" We stood up, one by one, and
solemnly embraced him. fl
The Kenyon community embraced us as
well. Classmates and professors overwhelmed
us with their unstinting support. We were
offered a flat in Manhattan, a beach house in
Florida, an apartment in Chicago, and the
unprecedented opportunity to give away a
teenager to fellow alumni willing to take her
in and provide schooling. Former roommates
sent gift certificates to our three girls to
replace lost clothing. Southerners are big on
family, and suddenly we had a sprawling and
generous one.
The big truths of this disaster have yet to
dawn on us. When catastrophe strikes, you're
too busy with the derails—setting up an
office, finding a place to live, getting the kids
in school, navigating bureaucratic snarls—to
ponder what it all means.
But 1 am left with mental snapshots: The
first sight of my neighborhixxJ three weeks
after the fkxxJ, a bizarre stillness—no bird
calls or street noises—and a world colored in
brown and gray. Dead trees with roots
pointed skyward. Gaping windows adorned
with tattered curtains stained with mud.
There were maggots in my refrigerator. At
least three different kinds of mold crawled up
my dining room wall, weaving around photos
of family vacations. Six soldiers with the
82nd Airborne, Ml6s at their hips, walked
abreast down my lakefront street.
I see a rusty pickup, dragged to my daugh
ter's best friend's front yard by the flood
waters from the 17th Street Canal. I see my
legs climbing onto it, up a fallen oak, and
over a second-floor balcony. I am checking
on the family's dog, left behind in the storm
because shelters wouldn't take pets. I open
the dixa- and find the little schnauzer dead.
I returned to work on October 10, while
my husband, Stewart (Class of 74), and

kfl ,-i.
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daughter Katherine remained in Houston.
Half a dozen others in my section, men and
women, live in New Orleans alone now,
while spouses stay with kids attending
school in Alexandria and St. Louis, rural
Wisconsin and upstate New York. This is
not, at the moment, a city for children. ^
But we are rebuilding, and breathing life
back into that one-of-a-kind culture that we
all so cherish. Shortly after I moved hack, I
drove with some coworkers through my
neighborhood, where crews cleared away
dead branches, trucks towed away silt-cov
ered cars, and gloved and masked homeown
ers tossed furniture and pieces of drywall onto
their lawns. We stopped on Harrison Avenue
for a free lunch of Tabasco-laced chicken and
pasta, dished out by Drago's, known more
widely for its charbroiled oysters.
The debate over how to rebuild is under
way. I hope for a return to the eclectic,
crazy-quilt look of the city. But whatever its
physical reincarnation, the soul of New
Orleans survives. Six weeks after the storm
we had our first post-Katrina jazz funeral, for
Austin Leslie, a chef praised for his crisp
fried chicken and ability to carve poultry
into eleven distinct pieces. People are talk
ing about costumes for Mardi Gras ("How
about a mother as mold, the kids as spores?")
and when—not if—their favorite coffee
shops will reopen.
New Orleanians have a sense of commu
nity and a joie de vine that will serve them
well in the months to come. And perhaps
that's the only big truth that matters.
—Renee Brandt Peck is an editor at the TimesPicayune in New Orleans.
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