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LETTERN -

To The Editor:

I was delighted to read about Ma-
thew Valencic’s award of a Rhodes
Scholarship, but I was surprised that
the story about him, in listing former
winners of the honor at Kenyon,
omitted the name of William John
Bland, although I did find it at the
end of the list in the right hand col-
umn, with the one-line note that he
was killed in action in 1918.

Perhaps a few items about him
would interest your readers as he was
the first of Kenyon’s Rhodes Scholars
and, perhaps, the most distinguished in
his time.

Your note gave his class as 1909.
This is technically correct, as he got
his BA degree, with election to Phi
Beta Kappa, at the end of his junior
year; but he was always considered to
be a member of the class of 1910.

His college career was fantastic. His
biographical list of college honors in
the 1909 Reveille is more than twice as
long as that of any of his classmates:
editor of the Reveille, Philomathesian
president, prom committee chairman,
honor committee, class president and
histortan, baseball manager, football
team—you name it: Bill did practically
everything except sing and play a man-
dolin.

His grandfather had been Speaker of
the U.S. House of Representatives, and
Bill, a graduate of a military prep
school, showed his capacity for leader-
ship when he took charge of the fresh-
man strategy during the night fight
with the sophomores prior to the cane
rush which ended in a draw.

L

I went with him to Columbus to
take the Rhodes Scholarship examina-
tions, knowing that I hadn’t a ghost of
a chance in competition with him (I
flunked arithmetic), and he won the
honor by unanimous choice of the
judges.

His record at Oxford was unprece-
dented. He captained the football team
there, and was the first foreigner ever
to be elected president of the Oxford
Union. When he was killed in action
in 1918, he was an infantry major.
When I visited Oxford many years
later, I found a bronze plaque in his
memory on the wall of the entry to
the Union, and I assume that it’s still
there.

In addition to being a born leader
and a high academic achiever (he
seemed never to have to study and
took all his extracurricular activities in
stride with no apparent effort), he was
a good companion — never stuffy or
pontifical, and universally respected by
both the faculty and his fellow-stu-
dents. When I was elected business
manager of the Reveille which he
edited, we decided to put out the
“finest edition in Kenyon’s history,”
and I think we succeeded. If you doubt
this presumptuous statement, look up a
copy in the college archives.

If Bill had lived to enter American
political life, he would surely have be-
come a national power — certainly a
senator, and possibly a President. For
me, and for those who knew him in
college, his untimely death was an
American tragedy.

Mark H. Wiseman ’10

To The Editor:

As a parent of a Kenyon College
student, I read your lead article in the
February issue with great interest but
with very mixed emotions. Kenyon is
justifiably proud of the selection of Mr.
Valencic as a Rhodes Scholar. He is
obviously an outstanding young person
who combines high academic achieve-
ment with physical vigor. I send my
personal congratulations and sincere
good wishes to him.

My mixed emotions are generated by
the fact that my own child cannot even
aspire to be considered for this honor.
Her scholastic achievement and physi-
cal vigor are offset by her sex. No
young woman at Kenyon or any other
college is eligible to become a Rhodes
Scholar.

I strongly believe that the Kenyon
community should discuss its own par-
ticipation in a sexually-discriminatory
program. Perhaps a written protest to
the Rhodes selection committee would
be of some value. If any actions have
been taken along these lines, I would
like to read about them in a future
issue of the Bulletin.

Lorraine Triquere

Editor’s Note:

The question of eligibility for women
in the Rhodes Scholarship Program has
been raised with the Rhodes Selection
Committee. In reply to our inquiry we
received a statement from William J.
Barber, the Rhodes American Secre-
tary, which says in part:

“The programs supported by the
Rhodes Trustees are unique adventures
in international education in which a
single host country—the United King-
dom—and a single host institution—
the University of Oxford—offer gener-
ous support and hospitality to students
drawn from seventeen countries and
five continents. The United States is a
significant beneficiary of this kindness
but it is only one component of a much
broader international undertaking . . .

(Continued on page 2)




(From page 1)

“The basic conditions of eligibility
for the Rhodes Scholarships are gov-
erned by the terms of Cecil Rhodes’
Will and are not within the discretion
of the Rhodes Trustees or of the offi-
cials they appoint. The Will contains a
specific stipulation that the Scholar-
ships are “for male students.” It may
also be worth noting that Cecil Rhodes’
Will has a rather unusual legal status
in that it is embodied in an Act of the
British Parliament . . . In short, the
terms on which this international hos-
pitality can be extended are matters
within the jurisdiction of the host and
not within the jurisdiction of the
guests. Moreover, amendment in these
terms would require Parliamentary
action.

“Even if the legal situation were
more flexible than in fact is the case,
another consideration would bear on
the question at hand. The University
of Oxford is composed of some thirty-
three autonomous and self-governing
colleges (of which five are for women).
In its present structure, the University
can offer student places to about four
and one half times as many men as
women. In consequence, the women’s
colleges in Oxford face a chronic prob-
lem in that they must reject each year
a large number of highly qualified
British women. Oxford is thus not now
in a position to offer hospitality to
women from overseas on the same
generous terms it can offer to men
from overseas.”

We should also add that Kenyon is
not a “participant” in the Rhodes
Scholarships, but recommends students
for the program as it does for other
forms of graduate study assistance for
which women are eligible (see adjoin-
ing column). Though we join with
Mrs. Triquere in opposition to all forms
of sexual discrimination, we could not
justify the protest of withholding on
this basis recommendations for quali-
fied Kenyon men who apply for a
Rhodes Scholarship, particularly in
view of the complexities of the situa-
tion as outlined by Mr. Barber.

ALONG NIDDLE PATH

As this Bulletin goes to press it is
early March along a very quiet Middle
Path. Spring vacation (March 9-24)
in Gambier was quite a change from
late February, with the heroics of the
Swimming Lords and the excitement
of winning “21.” There was little time
to recover, not even time for a streak-
ing incident, before the students left
for their far-flung vacation points. But
now in the quiet, there is time for re-
flection on those people and events
that give Kenyon its vitality. Following
are notes on some of these.

Three Students Win
Four Fellowships

Four postgraduate fellowships and
an honorable mention have been
awarded to Kenyon College students,
one of whom is a double winner.

Kristina Peterson of Canton, a fifth-
year, double degree candidate, was
honored with both a Danforth Fellow-
ship and a Thomas J. Watson Fellow-
ship. Other Watson recipients are se-
niors Jeffrey Kory of New York City
and Martha Schulman of Chicago.
Robert Kolson of Poughkeepsie, N.Y.,
is a Danforth honorable mention desig-
nate.

The Danforth Fellowship provides
tuition and living expenses for up to
four years of graduate study in prep-
aration for a college teaching career,
while the Watson Fellowship finances
a year of independent study on a par-
ticular subject abroad. More than
2000 students competed this year for
the 100 Danforth awards, while 71 of

140 candidates from the nation’s most
prestigious colleges were awarded Wat-
son Fellowships.

Ms. Peterson, who won both honors,
is the first Kenyon graduate to reenter
Kenyon for its novel fifth year, double
degree program. A 1973 A.B. graduate
in art, she will also receive a Bachelor
of Fine Arts degree in this year’s com-
mencement exercises. She plans to
apply her Danforth Fellowship to a
graduate program in fine arts and
printmaking, but has not selected her
graduate school. Her Watson grant will
finance a year’s study of Scandanavian
applied art.

Watson winner Jeffrey Kory will
examine traditional ethnic music in
Morocco, Tunisia, and Greece. Martha
Schulman will study European decora-
tive baking and pastry making in west-
ern Europe.

1974-75 IS
Sesquicentennial Year

Planning has begun for the celebra-
tion next year of the 150th anniversary
of Kenyon’s founding.

Observance of the sesquicentennial
year will commence in September, with
recognition of the anniversary to be
included in both scheduled functions
and ceremonies, and in special events
to be developed. The celebration will
be completed with Commencement
and Alumni Reunion weekends in May.

Kenyon’s official birthday is Decem-
ber 29. This is the date on which the
College was chartered by the Ohio
Legislature in 1824.
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Jill Ruckelshaus Named

Kenyon College Trustee

Jill' Ruckelshaus, former White
House aide, has been elected to the
Kenyon College Board of Trustees,
President William G. Caples has an-
nounced.

The newest member of Kenyon’s
31-member board, she will serve an
initial term expiring in 1979.

Until resigning recently, Mrs. Ruck-
elshaus served as Assistant to Mirs.
Tobin Armstrong, Counsellor to the
President. In 1971-72, before assuming
the White House post, Mrs. Ruckels-
haus was a speechwriter for the co-
chairman of the Republican National
Committee.

Her husband, William'“D. Ruckels-
haus, recently functioned as/.cting Di-
rector of the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation. He is now working with John
D. Rockefeller IIT on a private sector
approach to the national bicentennial
celebration in 1976.

Mrs. Ruckelshaus also has a back-
ground in education having taught a
total of four years in Switzerland, at
Indiana Central College, and at the
Noble School for Retarded, Indianapo-
lis, Ind.

A native Hoosier, Mrs. Ruckelshaus
was born in Indianapolis and in 1958
was graduated with honors from the
University of Indiana, Bloomington. In
1959 she earned her M.A. at the Har-
vard University Graduate School, and
from 1963-66 she studied law at Indi-
ana University of Law.

Mrs. Ruckelshaus was twice honored
in 1973, as the Woman of the Year at
the Women in Communications, Ma-
trix Award Dinner, Indianapolis; and
by receiving the Who’s Who Award of
the Indiana Society of Washington,
D.C.

She has been active in numerous
community service ventures over the
years, including: Chairman, 1970 Na-
tional Women’s Advisory Committee,
Office of Economic Opportunity,
Washington, D.C.; Chairman, Drug
Abuse Prevention Seminar, Washing-

Jill Ruckelshaus

ton, D.C.; Washington Free Clinic,
Smithsonian Museum, Washington,
D.C.; Advisory Council, Community
Relations Board of Job Corps, India-
napolis; Junior League, Indianapolis
and Washington, D.C.; President of
Handicap Horizons, Group Aid to
Handicapped Persons, Indianapolis;
the Herron Art Museum; and the
Marion County General Hospital, In-
dianapolis.

The former Jill Elizabeth Strick-
land, she was married to William
Ruckelshaus in 1962. They have five
children: Mary and Catherine, 12;
Jennifer Lea, 9; William Justice, 8;
and Robin, 5.

New Photo Magazine
Published

A new student publication is being
born at Kenyon this spring.

Phototype, an annual magazine de-
voted entirely to photography, is now
being printed for distribution in early
May. It will contain “the best 50 pho-
tographs produced by Kenyon students
over the past year,” according to Tom
Prichard 74, Phototype editor.

The magazine is a result of the in-
creasing campus interest in photog-

raphy as an art form since Michael
O’Brien ’68, assistant professor of art,
began teaching a photography course
last year. This winter work by his stu-
dents resulted in an excellent photog-
raphy exhibition in Colburn Gallery.
O’Brien is the faculty adviser to the
new publication.

Another alumnus with an important
role in the venture is Jim Keyes *63, an
account representative with the War-
ner P. Simpson Company in Columbus
which is doing the printing. Keyes has
taken a special interest in the magazine
and is charged with assuring “the high
quality reproductions” which the editor
has promised his contributors.

Photographs were accepted for pub-
lication by unanimous decision of the
editorial board which includes, Prich-
ard, O’Brien, Joyce Baronio ’74, Steve
Block ’75, and Susan Wides ’77.

Phototype is scheduled for release on
May 1. It may be ordered by mail by
writing Phototype, Box 1199, Gambier,
Ohio, 43022. Copies are $4.00 each by

mail.

PACC Becomes PAF

Economists and political scientists
from the U.S. and several foreign na-
tions will convene at Kenyon April
25-28 for the 1974 meeting of the
Public Affairs Forum.

Formerly known as the Public Af-
fairs Conference Center, the program
was renamed to better describe its tri-
partite function as a student seminar,
a community lecture series, and a con-
ference of experts on a designated
yearly topic, according to Dr. Robert
A. Bauer, the director of the Forum.

The topics for this year’s Forum
session is “Economics, Technology, and
Their Impact on Foreign Policy.” Dr.
Bauer said the topic was chosen “with
the recognition that economics will
dominate the arena of international
affairs in the foreseeable future.” (And
the planning began well before there
was quite so much talk about the
energy crisis.)
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Faculty Spearhead Adult
Education Program

A group of Kenyon professors have
organized a series of courses on “Com-
munity Standards and Individual Lib-
erties” for the Mt. Vernon area.

Under the leadership of professors
Harry Clor and William Frame of the
Department of Political Science, the
program was developed and a support-
ing grant of $4,700 was obtained from
the Ohio Committee for Public Pro-
grams in the Humanities.

The topic for the series concerns “the
right of the community to enforce
standards of morality, propriety or ath-
letics when its standards may conflict
with individual preferences or ‘life
styles.’ ” The four specific subjects to
be explored are ‘“Censorship of Ob-
scenity,” “Victimless Crimes,” ‘“Abor-
tion,” and ‘“Zoning and Similar Regu-
lations.” Each subject will be treated as
a course to run for three weeks with
two meetings per week.

The sessions will be varied in format,
including seminar-discussions, lectures
followed by discussion, symposia, or
debates. They will “aim at a balance of
theoretical inquiry and the discussion
of questions of immediate concern to
the citizens.”

Prof. Clor will lead the course on
“Censorship of Obscenity and Freedom
of Expression,” which is an area of his
special interest and the subject of his
book, Democracy and Public Morality,
published in 1969. Prof. Frame is in
charge of the classes on “Property
Rights and Community Interests.”

“Victimless Crimes: Problems of Law
and Morality” will be directed by Don-
ald Rogan, associate professor of re-
ligion, and “Abortion and Related Is-
sues of Sexual Morality” will be led by
Marsha Rockey Schermer, assistant
professor of philosophy. Other faculty
members to participate in the sessions
are Richard F. Hettlinger, professor of
religion and Cyrus Banning, professor
of philosophy.

“The Mount Vernon Committee on

Public Issues” has been formed to or-
ganize the program, which will involve
the Mt. Vernon League of Women
Voters, the Association of University
Women, and other community organi-
zations and church groups.

The Rev. Ms. Grimm Named

Associate Chaplain

The Rev. Joan P. Grimm has been
appointed Associate Chaplain of Ken-
yon College for a two-year period be-
ginning July 1, according to Kenyon
President William G. Caples.

The Rev. Ms. Grimm will be asso-
ciated with the college chaplain, the
Rev. Richard L. Harbour, in the co-
ordination of religious activities on
campus, conduct of religious services in
the Church of the Holy Spirit, and
counseling of students. She will also
work with other members of the aca-
demic community to arrange visits to
the campus by leaders in religious
affairs.

The Rev. Ms. Grimm was ordained
to the Diaconate of the Episcopal
Church in June after receiving a Mas-

The Rev. Joan P. Grimm

ter of Divinity degree from Episcopal
Theological School, Cambridge, Mass.
While in Divinity School she special-
ized in pastoral theology, including
counseling, hospital chaplaincy, group
work, spiritual direction and worship.

She previously attended Miami Uni-
versity (Ohio) and Allegheny College.
The Rev. Ms. Grimm is now working
toward her masters degree in geology
and archaeology at the University of
Arizona, Tucson.

The Rev. Richard L. Harbour, the
Rector of Harcourt Parish, will con-
tinue the functions he has assumed the
past two years in the Kenyon College
Chaplaincy.

David Diao Lectures
At Kenyon

David Diao ’64, singled out by Time
magazine as one of the “boldest of a
new generation of painters,” was a
visiting critic at Kenyon in early
March.

Diao, who presently holds a Gug-
genheim Fellowship in painting, criti-
cized student work and lectured to
Kenyon art students during his visit.
He has also been a visiting critic in
painting at such institutions as Yale,
Notre Dame, and UCLA.

He has had more than 11 one-man
shows and has exhibited in most of the
major group shows in America. His
paintings are in such permanent col-
lections as the Whitney, the Museum
of Modern Art, and the Toledo and
Oberlin museums.

His paintings have been praised by
leading critics and featured in every
major art magazine in the United
States. Christopher Andreae of the
Christian  Science Monitor thought
Diao one of the three most significant
painters in the Whitney annual, an
exhibit of some 143 leading young
artists. “The eye cannot pass over
these paintings lightly,” Andreae wrote.
“They demand perception, and reward
only intense searching.”
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ANOTHER WAY TO VOLUNTEER

The Kenyon community has contributed
volunteers to work with the residents at the
Mt. Vernon State Institute for the mentally
retarded in many ways. This year Dr.
Stephen Schery, visiting professor of physics,
added a new dimension with science classes
for small groups. Shown here (second from
right) in a typical demonstration, his classes
have covered the principles of air, magne-
tism, weights and measures, as well as tele-
vision, photography, and calculators, and
the response from his students has been
positive. (Mt. Vernon News photo).

SPORTS

What began as a promising basket-
ball season for Kenyon, steadily wors-
ened following the holiday recess. But
come tournament time the Lords
were primed and eager to pin a
second loss of the season on the
Wooster Scots. In the opening O.A.C.
tournament match, no less exciting
than their first encounter, the two
teams struggled closely until the final
seconds when the Lords pulled out a
victory on the foul line. Hitting 12 of
13 free throws in the second half,
Kenyon outscored the Scots 38-30 in
the last 20 minutes and took away a
58-53 victory.

Kenyon’s offense, however, was
nowhere to be found the following
night as the Lords took on top-seeded
Ohio Northern University. The Polar
Bears stunned the Lords with their
adept ball handling, persistent defen-
sive play, and sure shooting as Kenyon
fell 58-47. Ohio Northern went on to
the championship game, losing soundly
to Wittenberg.

Needless to say, coach Jim Zak was
delighted by the late blooming of his
young cagers. And with the exception
of senior Bill Kozy, who was sidelined
for all but the remaining three games,
the entire team will return next year.

Tim Appleton, freshman scoring whiz,
and tenacious postman Dave Meyer, a
junior, capped the year by earning
honorable mention berths on the all-
Ohio Conference team. The Lords
finished the year with a 9-13 overall,
4-10 O.A.C. record, improving greatly
on last year’s 4-20 finish.
Track

Track coach Don White happily put
the topper on his second consecutive
winning indoor season by leading his
runners to a respectable ninth-place
finish among the 14 Ohio Conference
competitors. Senior Jeff Walker was
the Lords’ highest place finisher with
a third in the 880-yard run. Senior
speedster George Letts who was last
year’s O.A.C. champ in the 300-dash,
made it to the finals again, but was
disqualified on a lane violation. Also
scoring at the O.A.C. meet was the
eight-lap relay teams of Dwight Ham-
mond, Letts, Bill Rea, and Jay Andress,
sixth place; Kenyon’s mile relay team,
fifth; and James Doucett, with a
fifth in the 1000 yard run.

The tracksters’ dual and triangular
meet record was 4-3 with wins over
Muskingum, Marietta, Capital and

Wooster, and losses to Oberlin, Heidel-
berg, and Ohio Wesleyan.

Kenyon also finished 11th of 14 in
the O.A.C. relays, and 6th of 10 in
the Great Lakes College Association
Meet.

Wrestling

There was little to shout about on
the Kenyon wrestling scene this year as
Coach Bill Heiser’s grapplers managed
only a tie with Otterbein in eight
matches. The finish was predictable as
Heiser, last year, lost his only bona-fide
conference contender in heavyweight
Richard Szilagyi. In addition, key
veterans did not return to school, and
others were injured. As a consequence,
Heiser was forced to enter inexpe-
rienced freshmen in competition or to
forfeit selected weight classes.
Women’s Basketball

This winter saw the first home
basketball game ever played by the
Kenyon Ladies, the name formally
adopted by the women’s athletic teams.
Coach Karen Burke’s Ladies finished
the year 2-5, with victories over Woos-
ter and Wright State and losses to
Capital, Denison, Ohio Wesleyan, Ohio
Dominican, and Muskingum.
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Lords Splash to Record "21"

by Sam Barone ’72

Sophomore Bruce Morton braces frosh Don Constantino
before the start of 100 breaststroke. Constantino re-
sponded with a second place, as he did in the 100
breaststroke.

With the burden of a 20-year tradition
upon their shoulders, an inspired, but underdog,
corps of Kenyon swimmers trekked northward to
Oberlin College, site of swim titles number
19 and 20. One of the youngest and
least experienced teams ever asked to defend a
Kenyon swim title, the 1974 Lords saw their
hopes for “21” rise and plummet repeatedly during
the three-day Ohio Conference championships.
More than once, disqualifications and surprising
performances by competitors cast doubts
among Lord swimmers and fans that “21”” would
become a reality.

But swimming is a calculated sport, and the
scramble for the 1974 crown was predicted
well in advance. Kenyon had graduated seniors
who accounted for almost half of the record point
total compiled in 1973, while ranked
contender Denison University had suffered
nominal attrition and recruited a promising
freshman class. Kenyon, on the other hand, had
enjoyed only fair recruiting.

Yet, another variable was in the picture
as the 1974 championships unfolded. The O.A.C.,
for the first time, was adopting the full
NCAA slate of 18 events, adding an additional
day to the competition. New to O.A.C.
competition were three-meter diving, the 400
individual medley, and the 800 freestyle relay.
Victories in any or all of these new events
could make a serious contender out of anybody.

By the final night of competition, with
just two events remaining, Kenyon was trailing
Denison. Grandstand predictions spread
rapidly through the shoulder-to-shoulder crowd.




Bill Wallace '72 (1.) and Bill Cassidy 75 join Dick Sloan
on the bench for an update on the score.

“Kenyon by one if we win the relay . . .
Denison by five . . . Kenyon by two. ..”

For the first time, several people realized
that Kenyon’s pessimism coming into the meet was
not feigned, not another bluff to psyche-down
the opposition. Shaven heads and more than 600
fans notwithstanding, Kenyon stood to lose
the O.A.C. swim meet for the first time in more
than two decades.

The two remaining events were three-meter
diving, and the 400 freestyle relay, and most
augurs predicted the meet would be decided in the
final relay. But for Kenyon, a well-timed break
occurred in the three-meter diving. The
Lords had a solid second and third with seniors
Phil Porter and Charlie Jones, but freshman
diver Jake Layton had to hold on to ninth
place, while Denison’s only diver had to stay put
in fifth. For Layton this was no small task.

He had never dove competitively until November
of 1973, and he had practiced on the three-meter
board just five times in his life. When the

diving results were announced Layton had
withstood the pressure and hung on to ninth

place; but yet another surprise: Denison’s diver

Dean Thomas Edwards, coach for swim titles
#2 through #11, ponders the odds for
#21 during the thick of 0.A.C. competition.

had slipped to sixth place. Those who had

kept close watch on the score knew the turn of
events spelled “21”, with or without a first place
in the final relay.

Yet, in another brilliant come-from-behind
finish Kenyon’s 400 freestyle relay team of
Niles Keeran, Bill Montei, Bruce Morton, and
Rich James gave the Lords their sixth first
place of the meet, and a winning spread of 18
points over Denison.

Kenyon’s massive entourage which all night
had been counting to “21,” resumed the
chant with more emphasis as final points were
being added. Simultaneously, Oberlin swimmers
were scurrying in the pool, removing the
lane markers in anticipation of the Kenyon
victory celebration — the traditional enmasse
swim.

Kenyon coach Dick Sloan received the
Lords’ 21st straight trophy and was promptly
pitched into the pool by his bald and beaming
swimmers. The team and fans followed
shortly after.

The tension and apprehension of the three
days previous seemed to vanish from memory as
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the celebration ensued, but the fear of being
so close, yet so far away from the record, could be
recalled. The critical happenings of the
three days stood out: Oberlin’s first night surge
which threatened to upset predicted finishes;
Jed Davis’ crucial .05-second touch-out
against Denison in the 800 freestyle relay,
Friday’s final event; the disappointment following
Stu Wegener’s disqualification in the 200 yard
butterfly; in general, the worrisome moments
throughout, not knowing where we stood
or what lay ahead.

Altogether it was one of the most inspired
performances ever turned in by a Kenyon
swim team during the 21-year dynasty of Ohio
Conference swimming. Every man swimming his
best and registering phenomenal time drops
under the immense pressure of championship
competition.

Commenting immediately after the
celebration swim, Coach Sloan said, “I just
can’t believe it. It was an entire team effort. Even
the three or four guys who didn’t score a
point were all part of the effort.”

Dean of Students Tom Edwards, who has
functioned as Sloan’s assistant since giving
up the head coaching post in 1964, said, “It’s

great. We talked about it for three days, and
proved that when you want something bad
enough you can get it. This is exactly what
happened.”

One of the closest and most exciting finishes
in Ohio Conference history, it made setting
an NCAA record all the more cherished. Kenyon
is now sole possessor of the NCAA record for
consecutive swim championships, having pushed
aside the mark they shared with Yale
University for the past year. Yale first set the
record of 20 straight from 1916-1935 competing
in the old Intercollegiate Swimming Association.
Kenyon’s feat, however, is more than just an
NCAA swimming record. Never has any college
or university in America, large or small, won
21 straight titles in any sport.

For Kenyon it was the pinnacle of a
swimming reign that began in 1954 under the
coaching of Robert Bartels and continued through
the coaching tenures of Tom Edwards, Dick
Russell, and, since 1969, Dick Sloan.

In a larger sense, however, the feat was
proof positive that small college competition can
make valuable contributions to the world of
sport. An NCAA record, and without a single
athletic scholarship, since Kenyon and her 13




Ohio Conference associates observe a rule
banning such quasi-professional financial aid.
The “coming of age,” “21,” or any of
the other catchphrases used to describe the
events of Feb. 28-March 2, in no way spell the
end of the road for Kenyon swimming. His
head still dripping from the victory swim, junior
freestyler John E. (Jed) Davis, set the tone
for next year: “22! We have to start thinking
about next year. That will be my senior year, and
I guarantee we will not lose!”

Post Script

Six Kenyon swimmers traveled Mar.
21-23, to Long Beach, Calif., for the
NCAA-College Division Championships
and returned with a 17th place in the
88-college field. In one of the fastest

i e Vel \ college division meets in history records
“Coming of age” takes a lot of concentration as All were set in eight of 18 events. Earning
American Rich James indicates prior to his victory in the All American honors for Kenyon were
100 backstroke. Rich James, Bill Montei, Bruce Mor-

ton, John E. Davis, James Kuhn, and

Columbus sportscaster Jimmy Crum discusses the magic b A0l

of “21” with Coach Dick Sloan during the filming of Scoring were Davis, 8th in the 1650
Channel 4 television news clip.

in a varsity record time of 16:58.731,
and 12th in the 500 freestyle; James,
7th in the 100 backstroke, and 2nd in
the 200 backstroke; and the 12th place
800 freestyle relay team of Montei,
Morton, Constantino, and Kuhn. In
addition, while not placing, freshman
Don Constantino set a new varsity
record in the 400 individual medley
with a 4:31.61 clocking.

Kenyon was the leading Ohio point-
getter at the meet, followed by Ash-
land, Oberlin and Denison.




Analyzing the Power of the Past

Kenyon College, with its long and
proud past, has always strived to use
its tradition as an aid in both setting
up and working toward its goal of con-
tinuing excellence in education. Being
aware, however, of the dangers of
blindly invoking tradition to justify
actions either taken or not taken, they
have been willing to break with the
past when necessary to further their
educational plan. The founding of the
Women’s College, breaking with the
all-male tradition, is just one example.
A college such as Kenyon, combining
as it does respect for the learning and
~ culture of the past with bold plans for
the future is an ideal setting to discuss
the power and influence of the past.

In June, 1973, a group of Kenyon
alumni, faculty, students, and friends
of the college gathered to study the
implications of the Power of the Past.
The occasion was the second Kenyon
Alumni Seminar, designed to bring
former Kenyon students back to the
college during Reunion Weekend for
several days of lecture and in-depth
discussions on a major topic. The
seminar was set up to focus on a study
of “the influence of the past on the
present and its consequences in three
fundamental fields of human under-
standing — the humanities, the arts,
and the sciences.” In preparation for
the seminar, each participant received
three books: History as Art and as
Science — Twin Vistas on the Past
by H. Stuart Hughes; This View of
Life — The World of an Evolutionist
by George G. Simpson; and Free Will
by D. J. O’Connor. The program was
structured around four major introduc-
tory lectures by Professors Reed Brown-
ing of the Department of History,
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Stanley H. Anderson of the Depart-
ment of Biology, Cyrus H. Banning of
the Department of Philosophy, and
Michael O’Brien of the Department of
Art. In addition, a special showing of
Ingmar Bergman’s film “Shame” was
arranged.

After hearing the lectures and view-
ing and discussing the film, the group
was divided into smaller groups for
individual discussions with four other
faculty members — Ben Drake of the
Department of English, Richard Hop-
pe of the Department of Psychology,
Harlene Marley of the Department of
Drama, and Peter Rutkoff of the De-
partment of History. The Seminar
closed with a final joint panel discus-
sion with the four lecturers answering
questions from the participants.

I participated in this seminar and
want to share with you some of the
ideas the speakers conveyed in their
lectures, and insights which arose dur-
ing the ensuing discussions.

Professor Reed Browning gave the
first lecture of the program, entitled
History and Destiny. In trying to
demonstrate the power of the past he
focused on the four modern revolutions
of the Western hemisphere — the 17th
Century English, the 18th Century
American and French, and the 20th
Century Russian. Historians and non-
historians alike typically consider these
to be watershed events — turning
points in the course of mankind’s de-
velopment — and attach great im-
portance to them in interpreting the
past and learning lessons for the fu-
ture. Browning, to illustrate the great
difficulty mankind has in changing the
course of events, took the opposite
point of view. He felt that in fact very

little has changed as a direct result of
revolutions.

To support his views, Browning
noted that both the British and the
French Revolutions were followed by
periods of restoration, and pointed out
that supposed effects of the revolutions
were clearly visible as cultural trends
prior to the revolution. In France, in
particular, class hatred, absolutism,
and poverty continued as before, while
the movement toward equal rights for
man, centralization of government, and
secularization of the ruling class, were
products really of the age of Enlighten-
ment.

The American War for Indepen-
dence was fought to allow the un-
checked continuance of expansion and
self-governing trends which had been
developing all through the 17th and
18th Centuries. In the long run, the
Russian Revolution only replaced the
absolute power of the Czar with the
absolute power of the Communist
Party leader, while the country remain-
ed centralized and bureaucratic, the
secret police retained their power, and
the state control of land continued.
The overall impression created by this
is that the deep-seated causes of cul-
tural unrest were going to manifest
themselves, regardless of whether the
revolution took place.

The point of what Professor Brown-
ing said is that even these cataclysmic
upheavals do very little to change the
course or direction in which a society
is moving. If that be true for revolu-
tionary times, then how much more
difficult is it to change the flow of
events in peaceful times? Thus, in an
historical sense, the past does indeed
have power, a power which we should
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be well aware of in trying to shape
the course of our future development.

Professor Anderson spoke next on
the topic Tradition, The Product of
Evolution, a study of the biological
constraints on man’s continued growth
and development. The power of our
evolutionary past lies ultimately in the
limits it sets to our achievement in the
present and the future. After briefly
outlining the process of genetic dupli-
cation via the DNA molecule, Ander-
son mentioned the four primary forces
responsible for organic evolution —
namely mutation, sampling error,
genetic migration, and natural selec-
tion. The first three processes are
essentially accidents of nature, provid-
ing random changes in the species
which may or may not be favorable
in the long run. The fourth process,
natural selection, operates by selecting
individuals of a population who are

Art professor Michael O’Brien (back to
camera) couldn’t resist the summer morning
in Gambier as the setting for this session of
the 1973 alumni seminar.

more fit to live in the current environ-
ment. These survivors then have a
greater chance of passing on their par-
ticular genetic endowment. Thus, by
this slow process of accidental improve-
ments and natural selection, the en-
vironment slowly shapes the developing
species. If the environment changes
slowly, the species can adapt to a new
environment by the same process.
Anderson then spoke of the parallel,
nonbiological evolution of man, as ex-
pressed in his culture. The human
ability to speak and write enables him
to pass on from generation to genera-
tion, in a nongenetic fashion, his
knowledge, beliefs, morals, laws and
custom. These behavior patterns are
rapidly picked up by new generations
and have a powerful influence on our
daily lives. Although it is not impossible
to break the influence of culture, most
of us practice without conscious
thought or recognition many actions
which are remainders from previous
cultures. In a similar fashion, with the
laws we make, the technical develop-
ments we pursue, the energy sources
we use, and the polluted environment

we create are limiting the freedom of
choice of future generations.

After these two somewhat sobering
lectures pointing out the historical and
biological constraints imposed on man
and his future, Professor Cyrus Ban-
ning examined the philosophic nature
of the concept free will in his lecture
“Is Man Free?” He gave arguments
both for and against the position that
some acts are freely chosen.

In this topic lay the central issue of
the seminar. To what extent are we
justified in regarding ourselves as free,
responsible, moral creatures, capable
of learning from the past and directing
our future course? The question of free
will has immediate emotional connota-
tions — we value highly our intuitive
sense of freedom and human dignity
and react strongly to any suggestions of
determinism. If man’s fate is deter-
mined, then the past is indeed power-
ful, shaping as it would our future
destiny.

Banning first outlined the standard
arguments for determinism. Simply
stated, if a) All events are caused, and
b) Human actions are events, then it




follows that c¢) All human actions are
caused. It further follows from the
definitions of caused and our notions of
moral responsibility that humans are
not responsible for their actions, since
they are caused. Indeed, the concept of
morality has no meaning in a de-
terministic world.

Banning next looked at the evidence
for and against each premise of the
argument. That all events are caused
is supported by the spectacular success
of science and the scientific method in
understanding and controlling nature.
But this fundamental tenet of science
itself can be neither proved nor dis-
proved, only induced from the consis-
tency of experimental results.

Premise (b) which states that
human actions are events, which the
determinist takes to be effectively self-
evident, is denied by the action theory.
The description of an action clearly is
to be distinguished from the motiva-
~tion and intent of the person who per-
forms the action. A behavioral scientist,
such as B. F. Skinner, can explain be-
havior in terms of conditioned response,
which is deterministic, but can not ex-
plain motivation.

The denial of moral responsibility
implicit in the statement that we are
not responsible for unfree actions is
best answered by the position of the
consistency theorist who claims that
determinacy and free choice are com-
patible to some extent. To be free is to
be free to do what we want, even
though we are not free of the con-
straints of physical laws. The fact that

my internally generated wants and de-
sires may themselves be determined,
does not make them any less my own
choices. It is at this level that man can
react and respond to the cultural de-
mands of his society — choosing to
obey laws, build communities, and
meet his or her responsibilities. Ban-
ning closed with the somewhat myste-
rious answer to the question “Is Man
Free?” by stating “It has not been
proved that he is not.”

In the evening, we gathered for a
showing of Ingmar Bergman’s film
“Shame,” made in 1968. The artist’s
view of life presented in the work at
first appears to be totally bleak and
pessimistic. The movie shows the ac-
tions of Jan and Eva, a couple caught
up in the chaos of a war-torn country.
The time and locale are not made
clear, and the war is not a specific war,
but rather the vision of the horror of
war that we all have. In Jan and Eva
we see two people reacting to the cir-
cumstances they find themselves in,
and it is at this level that the film re-
lates most directly to the problem of
the seminar.

Professor O’Brien, in his discussion
of “Shame” pointed out the different
levels on which the film can be inter-
preted. The characters and the cir-
cumstances in which they find them-
selves can be viewed personally in
terms of our own lives and the prob-
lems we face. The film slips back and
forth between dream and reality —
sometimes we are not sure which. Is
this meant to suggest the unsure view

we have of the events which occur
around us? At one point in the film
we see a phony documentary television
show about the war being made—the
obvious falsity of that underscores the
deeper truths Bergman tries to convey
in his film.

As the film develops, Jan, who at
first seemed to be the stronger of the
two, begins to disintegrate as his per-
sonal world and sense of order is de-
stroyed. Eva, about whom the film
centers, is first shown to be a fatalist,
calmly accepting what happens to her.
But in the end she begins to assume
responsibility for herself and to pre-
serve what she can.

Bergman is saying in all this that
despite the force of circumstances, we
as humans do have some choice in our
lives, and shows in his film the results
of abdicating our responsibilities.

In the above discussion, I have
shown how each of the lectures was
related to the central topic of the
seminar, and illuminated various as-
pects of the problem. The spread of
ages and backgrounds of the partici-
pants—from a current Kenyon student
to a member of the class of 1923,
ensured a wide and divergent range of
opinions in the discussions. We came
away with surer sense of what it means
to be human—both in a biological and
in a moral and intellectual sense—and
with a broader view of ourselves and
our role in the world. Kenyon has done
well in initiating these seminars, and
I would encourage others to take ad-
vantage of them in the ensuing years.

Take Toms Advice...

Sign up now for Alumni Seminar 74 on

“Beyond Survival in a Corporate Society”
May 31-June 1 during Reunion Weekend.
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Second Woodrow Wilson Visiting Fellow

Taplin on Energy

Energy businessman Frank E. Taplin said at
a recent press conference on the Kenyon campus
that, “Americans are well out of the dream world
of crude oil prices.” He said recent developments
in the Mid-East have brought petroleum prices
to a more reasonable level.

Taplin was on campus for six days in Feb-
ruary as Kenyon’s second Woodrow Wilson Fel-
lowship Foundation visiting professor. He followed
former Time magazine correspondent John Scott
in a novel program the purpose of which is to
span the gap between classroom and the outside
world.

When asked what steps should be taken to
soften the effects of the energy crisis, Taplin sug-
gested, among others, more efficient use of energy
fuels and the promotion of mass transit. He said:

“We must learn to use our fuel reserves more
wisely. For example, it’s silly to use natural gas
for power generators — it’s too precious and
clean. It has a specialized use in the domestic
market. We ought to use coal for these big power
plants. We have at least 800 billion tons of coal
in this country — about 50 per cent of the world’s
total coal reserves.”

Commenting on the question of relaxing
environmental controls to cut down on energy
consumption, Taplin said, “I don’t favor too much
relaxation, yet I think environmentalists will have
to be somewhat more reasonable. You can’t take
an all or nothing point of view in these things.

“There has to be an accommodation of in-
terests. We need the energy; but we also need to
preserve the environment. One of the failures of
some environmentalists in the earlier days was
that they seemed to wear blinders. They were so
concerned with the need — the legitimate need —
to clean up the environment that they didn’t
evaluate the economic impact.”

On the issue of automobile transportation,
Taplin said, “I don’t want to see us give in too
much on automobile exhaust controls. I think
that'’s too important. We have to clean up the
mess that man has made on the planet, and we’d
better start doing it fast.
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“A change in consumer preference will hope-
fully eliminate these unnecessary big cars and their
great gasoline consumption. Hopefully, it will also
encourage better mass transit. We must begin to
rebuild the railroad system which is the best way
to move people and goods. It’s 12 times as efficient
to move by train than it is by automobile.”

Taplin was a Cleveland lawyer until 1950
and is now chairman of the board of Scurry-
Rainbow Oil, Ltd., a Canadian exploration and
production company. He is also a director of the
Cleveland-based North American Coal Co. He
was formerly on the boards of White Motor Co.
and the Wheeling and Lake Erie railroads.

Besides his energy related interests, Taplin is
a staunch supporter of the arts. His directorships
and trusteeships of cultural organizations are
numerous and include associations with the
Metropolitan Opera, American Friends of Covent
Garden and the Royal Ballet, the Marlboro School
of Music, the Cleveland Orchestra, and the
Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts.

His credentials in the academic sector are
no less impressive than his business and arts
qualifications. A Rhodes Scholar, Taplin in 1939
earned a masters degree in jurisprudence from
Oxford. He followed that degree with an LL.B.
from Yale Law School in 1941. His undergrad-
uate degree in history was earned in 1937 from
Princeton University.

He is currently chairman of the board of
Sarah Lawrence College, Bronxville, N.Y., and
is on the board of Bradford College in Bradford,
Mass.

Taplin is a resident of Princeton, N.J., where
he maintains a close association with his under-
graduate alma mater.




All American Rich James
Heading Toward the Ministry

by James

Rich James has been swimming in competi-
tion since he was ten years old, but he has “always
been interested in the ministry.”

At Kenyon he has followed both paths, or
perhaps more precisely, has blended these paths
into one with four years of dedication and achieve-
ment. Now he is ready to turn his attention to the
challenges of the ministry of the Episcopal Church.

Kraft 76

Richard Ian James began swimming in
Tucson, Arizona, then in Nevada, after his mining
engineer father had been transferred to Reno. “I
started backstroking early,” James recounted,
“and I usually won my events in Tucson and
Reno. But, then we’d go to California for our
big meets, where we’d swim against people who
really took swimming seriously — people like
Mark Spitz. So, we got drowned.”

James has not been out of the running very
often in his career. After graduating from Tucson
High School in 1970, he entered Kenyon and in
his initial season as a Lord swimmer led the team
to an Ohio Conference championship and set a
national record in the 200-yard backstroke at the
NCAA-College Division Championships. He was
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