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Abstract

This project analyzes sentiment values taken from Twitter
regarding the Nepali Caste System, which broadly borrows the
classical Hindu Chaturvarnashram model, consisting of four broad

social classes or varna: Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya, Sudra. The

caste system defines social classes by a number of hierarchical
endogamous groups often termed jaat. Through this analysis, | aim
to show major breakthroughs and disasters related to the caste
system and how its dominance is becoming more transient.

Introduction/ Context

What is now commonly referred to as Hinduism was, in fact, a
literary philosophy known as "Brahmanism," which enunciated
the goals of a small, Sanskrit-educated social minority. The
Brahman writings from texts were used to create the so-called
quaternary hierarchy. This classification system was also textual
or theoretical as it only existed in scrolls and had no link to reality
on the ground. Since the direct rule of the British Raj in 1858 and
the first censuses in the late 1860s, it has been clear that they
tried to categorize the entire "Hindu" population into these four
groups. However, the population's wide range of responses to
caste identity made it impossible to neatly fit colonial or Brahman
doctrine. Imposed by colonial powers and perpetuated by local
elites, the caste system separated the population into the
functional classes in the Hindu system called varnas where
Brahmins functioned as priests, scholars, and men of letters;
Kshatriyas were warriors responsible for maintaining order and
providing security for the community; Vaishyas were farmers,
herders, craftsmen, and merchants; and Shudras were the lowest
level of workers, whose only mission was to serve the three other
classes. Additionally, anyone outside of the varna was regarded
as an outcast, untouchable, or Dalit.

Future Work

| would like to use more than one source to collect data from, for example,
newspaper articles, or even Reddit. Furthermore, | would like to use topic
modeling to analyze exactly how topics shift over time. For example, | will be
able to disentangle and specify various topics under each cluster of tweets
around peaks and valleys.
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Sentiment Analysis

All three peaks and valleys are included in the 2010-2022 period. Some
peaks are very sharp and suggest a single tweet can change the
direction of the sentiment (1,5). While others show more sustained
discussion over time with a similar sentiment (3,6).

Observation 1: This first peak corresponds to the claim that Nepal in fact
did not have the Hindu caste system during the Kirati rule (800 BC-300
AD).
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Nepal did not have Hindu caste system when Kirat was

rulers Guest lecture, Tribhuvan University

Observation 2: This second peak corresponds to the “unique”
characteristics of the caste system in Nepal, which necessarily isn’t a
positive correlation.

.. Martin Chautari
A 15 May 2016 (Sun, 3pm)
Some of the Unique Characters of the Caste System Practiced in Nepal

Dr. Uddhab Pyakurel, KU

Observation 3: This final peak corresponds to the time period in June of
2020 which was a year filled with activism against cruelties of the caste
system and the empowerment of Dalit voices. This was also the time that
the hashtag #DalitLivesMatter was trending all over Nepali social media
as well as many charities, rallies, and protests were held in solidarity.
Similarly, there is belief in the citizens that the caste system can be
completely “abolished” like how the Sati (a practice in which a widow
sacrifices herself by sitting atop her deceased husband's funeral pyre)
was in 1920. This point was plateaued and hovers around the 0.000
sentiment value due to the positive and negative tweets, which
neutralized the group of tweets.

BikASH_(« ? ¢)_
abolish Caste system like Sati system in Nepal. It is

POSSIBLE.

Observation 4: This first valley corresponds to the popular news
article about discrimination against Dalits in 2015. It was labeled
“‘Nepal Caste System Leaves Dalits with Secret Suffering” published
by the Jagaran Media Center, and was a hot topic for many news
sources.

Prominence Peak Detection of Twitter Sentiment Analysis
Twitter Sentiment Model: TextBlob
(SMA 10%)

0.100

2008-01-10 21-20:00 4

2011-03-13 07:06:40

0.075 A

0.050 4

0.025 A1

Sentiment

0.000 A

=0.025 A1

—0.050 -

=0.075 1

peak sentence#
valley sentence#

204 331

266

5 W 549

[=] =
= =
=] 1)
= ™
(] ]
= —
= m
~— —~
= =1
=] =]
[ =
=l [
=] =
i~ ™~

2014-05-13 16:53:20

Figure |. Tweets retrieved by date

200 400 600 800
Sentence No.
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Sentiment Analysis (continued)

They bring up problems regarding inter-caste marriages, bans from
temples and government offices, denial of service, and discrimination in
employment opportunities.

Observation 5: This valley corresponds to the discourse supporting Dalit
Movements during 2020. While the Dalit movement was at a high,
people were also discussing the origins of caste-based discrimination
during British colonization and recalling freedom movements such as
that of Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar in India.

| know there’s discrimination when it comes to that and | know that
when it comes to caste system | might be in a position of privilege in
Nepal but never once have | ever been raised to think in that mindset. Im
not proud of being from a certain caste. That’s your mentality.

Observation 6: This final valley corresponds to the recent (2021-2022)
discourse and hashtag #NewaCasteSystem, a caste system within a
specific caste known as the “Newas” or “Newars”. It is a system by
which Newars, the historical inhabitants of Kathmandu Valley, are
divided into groups on the basis of the Vedic varna model and divided
according to their hereditary occupations. Conversations on the Newa
caste system are still very unspoken and invisible in Nepali society.
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After the Gorkhali advent, they brought their own form
of caste system. The Muluki Ain institutionalized caste
system or probably for the Newa people 're-
institutionalized' caste system in a different way. This
law became applicable for all ethnic groups in Nepal.
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