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Abstract

Though the 2005 film The Hitchhiker's Guide fo the Galaxy is

an adaptation of the original Douglas Adames novel of the
same name, there are a multitode of differences. The film has
plot points not at all present in the book, as well as a handful
of characters. | wanted to see if Sentiment Analyvais could
pick up on the differences between the bwo wodks, and if so,
what it marked those differences as. Would the plot structure

Methodology

I firstly input the plain texct of the novel into the Sentiment
Analysis noteboak, and I chose to use VADER since it
seemed to get the shape down well. The result was as
follows:

look the same? Would the sentiments be changed?®
I of course acknowledge that a film is far more than just a

acreenplay. Music, lighting, line delivery, all of these are lost
in test. Thus, I miost put these as caveats, that coold affect the

Sentiment Analysiz. To this, [ apologize, as 1 am unsure how

could've solved this probdem.

Another quick confounding factor is that, by using multiple
muodels for the analysis, that could make this a bit Aawed.
However, in my eyes, Sentiment Analysis is Sentiment
Analyaiz [ simply chose what [ felt best represented the
shape of the story for both screenplay and nowel.

Introduction

[ began this project by making bano rough sketches of what |
felt the book and film respectively are shaped like. in the
form of arce

The one on the top iz for the book, and the bottom is the
miowie, Though the two are both in waves, there are more
bumps in the movie. This is since the movie has more plot
points that were not featured in the nowvel, 80 some parts are
more “exciting” 1 would say that thowgh the film features
many things not present in the original, the tone and script
overall feals true to the source material.

I had a worry that, considering the humoroos nature of these
books, the sentiment analysis may get confused, as a
computer may not be able to read ivory or sarcasm

Materials
The materials included plain text veraions of hoth the
original novel and the screenplay for the film. For the

Sentimient Analysis, | utilised the notebook ghven to us for
this class.

[ tried putting the plain text of the film into VADER, Texthlob,

and DisHIBERT, but none of those captured the shape too
well. 50 1 used RoBERTS, and got this:
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Results

Reading throwgh the crux points for the novel, 1 believe it i a
mixed bag. The peaks were mostly what | wiould consider
emotional peaks, whether it be due to suspense, excitermnent,
or anger, with a handful of ones that were more in line with
sarcasm oF dry wit. It, rightfully | would say, put the fivst
peak at main character Arthur Dent screaming “WHAT THE
HELL 15 THATM" af a spaceship. Pretty emotionally charged
ataternent. The valleys were often found in longer passages
that lead up to a joke, which are usually delivered in the form
of an eniry in the eporymous guide. These are delivered
more passively, so it would make zense. [ wag pleased to find
that, superficially, the arc 1 drew was aimilar to the reaolt
from VADER.

The screenplay, on the other hand, was harder. | used all
three of the original models in the notebook, yet [ didn't feel
that any of the three captured the shape of the plot too well
EoBERT: fortunately made a lot more sense. The peaks,
again, were af points | would consider emotionally charged,
and the valleys were at more neatral points of the story. The
ahape of the plot that RoBERTa presented for the film was
comparahble fo the one that VADER presented for the nowvel,
which made sensze to me, seeing as they are in essence the
aame story.

A shared peak point between both the film and novel was the
arvival at the planet Magrathea, which in the context of the
gtory i= a planet that many believe not to exdst. It is home to a
race of people who make custom-made planets for the very
wealthy: By the time the main cast arrives, it has been closed
diram due to economic recession, and the security syaterm
activates to try and kill them. Though the two models picked
up on different lines, they picked up on the same plot point.
And sesing as the main cast is at risk of death, this could
easily be seen as an emotonal peak

Multiple other peaks in both analyses related to an important
part of the atory: The Ulimate Question and Answer. The
atory goees that a race of people created the most powerful
computer in the universs, Deep Thought, to anewer the
Ultimate Quuestion of Life, The Universe, and Everything.
After a very, very long time, Deep Thought provided the
angwer 42, It then provided designs for an even more
powerful computer than itself, called Earth, where sven its
bivdogical components would be part of ite computations. It
wiould provide the Ulimate Question to the Ultirnate Anewer.
Just befors Ezrth completed ite caleulation, though, it was
blown wp, with its only survivors being two of cur main
characters and two mice. What happens next varies betwesn
the two adaptationz The point being, the search for the
Ultinate Qruestion is a major aspect of the atory, which leads
directly to the climae in both wersions (though the climax
itzelf differs). Due to its iTnportance, [ beliewve it makes perfect
senge for the Santiment Analyais to mark scenes involving it
az a high point.

A ponaistent low podnt was the reading of Vogon Poetry.
In-universe, Vogon Poetry is 20 awful that mamy wiould
prefer to die than hear it. Though the response to it involves
an emotional reaction (mostly agony), the poetry iteelf is so
had because of how dull it i= [ thought it was funmy that even
the Sentiment Anahysis picked up on that

iy biggest surprize was that none of these models picked up
on Marwin, whose entire character is charged with one
emotion: sadness.

Conclusion

Az [ suspected, Sentiment Analyais could in fact pick up on
gome of the differences between the original novel and the
2005 film adaptation. It also picked up on similarities that,
although 1 noticed they were present, | didn't think ab-pat
how they were used to the same emotional effect in both
works.

My fear that the humor of the writing would negatively affect
the Santiment Analyais wasn't completaly unfounded Soone
of the valleys were actually quite funny, but their phrasing
made them appear to be neutral, or unemotional. It did,
though, pick up on the joke that Vopon Poetry was supposed
to e dull and awful, marking it as such. That's a step in the
right directiomn.

What [ took from this is that the movie intensified the
emotional arcs from the book, at least the ones that they
ghared. Movies need to be more engaging, they have to keep
the sudience watching. Hooks of course need to be

bart if you put down a ook, you can get back to it. If you leave
the movie theater, you're missing the reat of the movie.

1 also found that RoBERTa worked best with the sparser
format of the screenplay, which is harder to analyze. This
could be usefil information for future projects and analysis.

Future and Ethics Statement

1 atill think that we are far from the point where Sentiment
Analysis will be more reliable than homan interpretation.
Though [ think these models are fascinating, and [ believe
they can certainly anhance one's understanding of a piece of
meedia, they are not yet sound enough to give a flawless
interpretation. If [ were to choose between asking a hurnan
or & machine for 8 summary of emotbonal high and Jowr
points, | would choose a human every time.

Looking toward the future, even as this technology geta
amarter, [ dowhbt it will ever phags oot human interpratation.
Senfiment Analysis can tell you a lot about a story's
emotional beats, and maybe even emotional arcs, but one of
the moat important parts of the discussion of art iz difference
in opinkona. Everything can be interpreted in a different way
by a different person. In theory, if these Sentiment Analysis
models are perfected, theyll give the same result every time.
There is no right or wrong answer to what one talees away
from a piece of media, whether it be a book or a film, 8o 1
don't think Sentiment Analyais can give us one. It may,

though, prove to be a useful tool in analyzing media.
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