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e ve ry n a t io n  w it h  t h e  e a rlie s t  re p o rt s  s t re t c h in g  b a c k  t o  
194 6 . Th e  e n t it y w h ic h  re p o rt s  t h is  d a t a  is  t h e  Offic e  o f 
Fo re ig n  Ass is t a n c e  (USAID) w h ic h  is  a  su b d ivis io n  o f t h e  
De p a rt m e n t  o f St a t e . Th is  d a t a  is  m a d e  u p  o f m u lt ip le  
d iffe re n t  c a t e g o rie s , ra n g in g  fro m  c u rre n t  d o lla r a m o u n t  
t o  t h e  m a n a g in g  a g e n c y t h a t  g ra n t e d  t h e  fo re ig n  a id . 
Th is  d a t a  is  im p o rt a n t  a s  it  g ive s  a  se n se  o f t ra n sp a re n c y 
b e t w e e n  t h e  U.S. g o ve rn m e n t  a n d  t h e  w o rld . W h ile  t h is  
p ro vid e s  so m e  t ra n sp a re n c y, t h e re  is  s t ill m u c h  t o  b e  
d e s ire d  a s  t h e  re p o rt s  a re  va g u e  o n  w h a t  t h e  m o n e y is  
sp e n t  o n . Th is  p ro m p t s  m u lt ip le  q u e s t io n s  a n d  t h e o rie s  
re g a rd in g  t h e  n a t u re  o f t h is  fo re ig n  a id . 

Th e  re la t io n sh ip  b e t w e e n  t h e  U.S. a n d  La t in  Am e ric a  
h a s  a  vo la t ile  h is t o ry. Th e re  h a s  b e e n  m a n y t im e s  w h e n  
t h e  U.S. h a s  g o t t e n  in vo lve d  in  c o n flic t s  in  o rd e r t o  
p ro t e c t  n a t io n a l in t e re s t s . W h e t h e r t h is  b e  c o ve rt  CIA 
o p e ra t io n s , a t t e m p t e d  a ssa ss in a t io n s , o r fu ll sc a le  
in va s io n s , t h e  Un it e d  St a t e s  a lw a ys  ke e p s  a n  e ye  o n  La t in  
Am e ric a . 

Th e  p u rp o se  o f t h is  p ro je c t  is  t o  u se  t h e  La t in  
Am e ric a n  USAID d a t a  a n d  c o m b in e  it  w it h  g e n e ra l 
h is t o ric a l in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t  t h e  re g io n s . W h ile  t h e re  h a s  
b e e n  e xt e n s ive  re se a rc h  in t o  fo re ig n  a id  a n d  La t in  
Am e ric a n  h is t o ry se p a ra t e ly, t h e re  h a sn 't  b e e n  a n y 
re se a rc h  t h a t  c o m b in e s  t h e  t w o  fa c t o rs .

Th e  h yp o t h e s is  is  t h a t  u s in g  t h e  h is t o ric a l d a t a  w e  w ill 
b e  a b le  t o  a c c u ra t e ly p re d ic t  if t h e  U.S. in c re a se s  o r 
d e c re a se s  fo re ig n  a id . Fo r e xa m p le , if a  U.S. b a c ke d  c o u p  
d ’é t a t  o c c u rs  fo r a  g ive n  c o u n t ry w e  e xp e c t  fo re ig n  a id  t o  
in c re a se .

Introduction

Th e  USAID d a t a  w a s  so u rc e d  fro m  t h e  fo re ig n  
a ss is t a n c e  w e b s it e . Th e  n a t io n s  t h a t  d a t a  w a s  c o lle c t e d  
o n  w e re  Arg e n t in a , Bo livia , Bra zil, Ch ile , Cu b a , Do m in ic a n  
Re p u b lic , El Sa lva d o r, Gu a t e m a la , Gu ya n a , Ho n d u ra s , 
Me xic o , Nic a ra g u a , P a n a m a , P a ra g u a y, P e ru , Su rin a m e , 
Uru g u a y a n d  Ve n e zu e la . His t o ric a l d a t a  w a s  a lso  so u rc e d  
o n  t h e se  n a t io n s .

Ta b le a u  w a s  u se d  t o  visu a lize  t h is  d a t a . Ta b le a u  w a s  
u se d  fo r t h is  a s  it  is  a  ve ry s im p le  d a t a  visu a liza t io n  t o o l 
w h ic h  a llo w s  le ve ls  o f in t e ra c t ivit y.

Materials

Up o n  u s in g  t h e  Fo re ig n  Ass is t a n c e  w e b s it e  I w a s  a b le  
t o  filt e r w h a t  d a t a  I w o u ld  g a t h e r fo r m y p ro je c t . I c h o se  
a lm o s t  e ve ry La t in  Am e ric a n  n a t io n  e xc e p t  fo r a  fe w  
Ca rib b e a n  n a t io n s . I le ft  so m e  o f t h e se  n a t io n s  o u t  a s  
t h e y w e re  s t ill u n d e r c o lo n ia l c o n t ro l in  194 6 . I iso la t e d  
t h e  c o u n t rie s  w h o  h a d  g a in e d  in d e p e n d e n c e  b e fo re  194 6  
so  I w o u ld  h a ve  su ffic ie n t  d a t a . To  c o lle c t  t h e  h is t o ric a l 
d a t a  I u se d  En c yc lo p e d ia  Brit a n n ic a  a n d  p u t  it  in t o  a  CSV 
file  w it h  t h e  ye a r, c o u n t ry a n d  d e sc rip t io n  o f e ve n t . Aft e r 
a ll t h e  d a t a  w a s  c o lle c t e d  a n d  c le a n e d  I b e g a n  t h e  
visu a liza t io n  p ro c e ss  t o  lo o k  fo r a  s t o ry. I p u t  a ll o f t h is  
d a t a  in t o  Ta b le a u  a n d  u se d  t h e  g ra p h in g  t o o ls  t o  c re a t e  
e a sy t o  u n d e rs t a n d  visu a ls . 

P e rh a p s  t h e  la rg e s t  lim it a t io n  o f t h e  p ro je c t  is  t h e  
la c k  o f in fo rm a t io n  re g a rd in g  w h a t  t h e  m o n e y is  sp e n t  
o n . In  o rd e r t o  c o u n t e r t h is  I m a d e  su re  t o  p ro vid e  t h e  
m a n a g in g  a g e n c y a n d  t h e  a c t ivit y n a m e  a lo n g  w it h  t h e  
h is t o ric a l c o n t e xt . 

W it h  a ll o f t h is  d a t a  c o m b in e d , sp e c u la t io n  a n d  
t h e o rie s  o n  Am e ric a ’s  m isu se  o f fo re ig n  a id  w a s  
b e c o m in g  c le a re r. A p a t t e rn  c o u ld  n o w  b e  se e n  b e t w e e n  
U.S. Fo re ig n  Aid  a m o u n t s  a n d  p o lit ic a l e ve n t s  in  La t in  
Am e ric a . 

Th e  fin a l lim it a t io n  w a s  o n e  o f t h e  p rim a ry re a so n s  fo r 
t h is  p ro je c t . Fro m  w h a t  I c o u ld  fin d  t h e re  w a s  n o  re p o rt s  
m a d e  b y La t in  Am e ric a n  c o u n t rie s  o n  re c e ivin g  t h e  
fo re ig n  a id . All w e  h a ve  re p o rt e d  is  t h a t  t h e  U.S. se n t  
t h e m  a id  b u t  a ft e r t h a t , t h e  t ra il e n d s . In  o rd e r t o  m it ig a t e  
t h e  im p a c t  o f t h is  m iss in g  d a t a , h is t o ric a l c o n t e xt  w a s  
a d d e d . 

Methodology

W h e n  t h e  d a t a  w a s  c o m p ile d  a  fe w  in t e re s t in g  
p a t t e rn s  b e g a n  t o  e m e rg e . In c re a se s  a n d  d e c re a se s  in  
U.S. fo re ig n  a id  a lig n e d  w it h  m a jo r e ve n t s  in  La t in  
Am e ric a n  His t o ry. Fo r e xa m p le , w h e n  Fid e l Ca s t ro  c o m e s  
t o  p o w e r in  1959 , U.S. Fo re ig n  Aid  t o  Cu b a  d e c re a se s  t o  
virt u a lly n o t h in g . 

Th is  p a t t e rn  c a n  b e  se e n  a c ro ss  t h e  g ra p h , a n d  w h ile  it  
is  e xp e c t e d  t h a t  h is t o ric a l e ve n t s  h a ve  a n  e ffe c t  o n  
fo re ig n  a id  t h e re  is  m u c h  t o  b e  d e s ire d  re g a rd in g  t h e  
e xp la n a t io n  o f it s  e ffe c t s . As  d isc u sse d  in  Global 
Governance (1996) b y De n is  J . Su lliva n . Th e re  a re  m a n y 
q u e s t io n s  re g a rd in g  w h y USAID h a s  fa ile d  t o  p ro m o t e  
la rg e -sc a le  d e ve lo p m e n t . W it h  m illio n s  o f d o lla rs  g ive n  
e ve ry ye a r, w h e re  e xa c t ly is  t h e  m o n e y g o in g ?  Bu t  a  
q u e s t io n  t h a t  c a n  b e  a n sw e re d  is  t h e  ro le  o f USAID in  
in flu e n c in g  o t h e r n a t io n s . Also  m e n t io n e d  in  Su lliva n  
(1996) in  t h e  c a se  o f Eg yp t , USAID w o rks  w it h  Th e  W o rld  
Ba n k  a n d  t h e  In t e rn a t io n a l Mo n e t a ry Fu n d  in  g u id in g  t h e  
Eg yp t ia n  g o ve rn m e n t ’s  p o lic ie s  re g a rd in g  s t ru c t u ra l 
a d ju s t m e n t  a n d  p riva t iza t io n . Th is  p ie c e  o f e vid e n c e  
sh o w s t h a t  USAID is  u se d  n o t  o n ly t o  h e lp  c o u n t rie s  b u t  
a lso  t h a t  t h e  U.S. g o ve rn m e n t  g a in s  so m e t h in g  in  re t u rn . 

W it h  re sp e c t  t o  t h e  m isu se  o f U.S. Fo re ig n  Aid , 
re se a rc h  sh o w s t h a t  w h ile  d e m o c ra c ie s  u se  fo re ig n  a id  t o  
p ro m o t e  e c o n o m ic  d e ve lo p m e n t , a u t o c ra c ie s  u se  fo re ig n  
a id  fo r m ilit a ry d e ve lo p m e n t  o r p e rso n a l g a in  (Ko n o  e t  a l., 
20 13). Th is  d ire c t ly a p p lie s  t o  m y p ro je c t  a s  t h e re  h a ve  
b e e n  m a n y d ic t a t o rs  in  t h e  h is t o ry o f La t in  Am e ric a . W e  
c a n  a lso  se e  t h a t  fo re ig n  a id  h a s  b e e n  u se d  in  c o n je c t u re  
w it h  CIA b a c ke d  c o u p  d ’é t a t s . Th e  re a so n in g  b e h in d  t h is  
is  t o  p ro t e c t  U.S. in t e re s t s  su c h  a s  in  t h e  c a se  o f 
Gu a t e m a la  in  t h e  1950 s . Th e  U.S. g o ve rn m e n t  d isp la c e d  
t h e  p re s id e n t  J a c o b o  Arb e n z a s  h e  t h re a t e n e d  t h e  
in t e re s t s  o f t h e  Un it e d  Fru it  Co m p a n y, a n  Am e ric a n  
c o m p a n y. W h ile  t h is  is  o n e  su c h  e xa m p le , t h e re  is  
p o t e n t ia lly m a n y m o re  s t o rie s  t h a t  c a n  b e  fo u n d  b y 
e xp lo rin g  t h e  d a t a  in  t h e  Ta b le a u  p ro g ra m .

As  se e n  fro m  t h e  d a t a  o u r h yp o t h e s is  is  p ro ve n  
c o rre c t , t h e re  is  a  c o rre la t io n  b e t w e e n  a  h is t o ric  e ve n t  in  
La t in  Am e ric a  a n d  a  c h a n g e  in  t h e  a m o u n t  o f USAID. Th e  
q u e s t io n  t h a t  re m a in s  is , w h a t  a re  t h e  sp e c ific  re a so n s  fo r 
t h a t  c h a n g e  in  a m o u n t ?

Results and Discussion
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