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Introduction

Can Al & Screenwriting Ever Just Be Friends?

Affter their first date...
Do you wonder how they ever existed without each other? Or do you
ruin what each of them once had?

Background

Spoiler Warning! When you're watching a movie and think, “T've
seen this before”... it's because you have. Nearly every movie and TV
show follow the same basic story structure.

For our purposes, we will be working solely with Save the Catl.
However, the coming prompts can be reshaped to your preferred
structure—from Aristotle to the Story Circle.

Save the Cat! 15 beat structure is as follows:

1. Opening Image: sets the story's tone

2. Theme Stated: what's it all about?

3. Sef-Up: exposition

4. Catalyst: something big happens, sets the story in motion

5. Debate: will the protagonist choose to enter this new world?

6. Break info Two. leave old world, enter new one

/. B Story: secondary plot line infroduced, offen a love story

8. Fun & Games: promise of the premise, frailer moments

9. Midpoint: false victory or false defeat, A & B stories cross

10. Bad Guys Close In: stakes raise as bad guys push forward
11. All is Lost: lowest point in protagonist's journey, whiff of death
12. Dark Night of the Soul: why is all of this happening?

13. Break info Three: eureka! enter synthesis of the old & new world
14, Finale: reassemble the feam & stop the bad guys

15. Final Image: mirror of opening image, how has the world
changed?

BEAT SHEETS € STORYBOARDS?

Devon lTurner

GPT-3 € DALL-E 2

Open Al Explained (For the Humanities)

ChatGPT was prompted: “Explain GPT-3 & DALL-E in terms a liberal
arts major could understand.” The following is a loose transcription:

GPT-3 is a natural language processor trained on a large dataset of text (such as books,
articles, and other written materials). With this knowledge, GPT-3 can then generate text by
predicting the most likely words or phrases that should come next according to the
patterns and structures of human language. First released in 2018, GPT has quickly gone
from running off of a small number of parameters to 175 billion in the current GPT-3
model.

DALL-E 2 uses deep learning & a neural network (like a human brain) to generate images
from text descriptions. It is trained on a large dataset of images and their corresponding
text descriptions, learning to understand the relationship between the two.
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A Writer's Approach to Prompt Engineering
By refining a fext prompt, we can instruct GPT-3 to generatfe a beat

sheet based on inputted information. The following prompt was used:

Write a LEGNTHY & DETAILED ~500-word response in the style of a Save the Cat scene-
by-scene Beat Sheet for a (GENRE) film using the Log Line, Setting, Comparable Films,
Protagonist, Antagonist, and Scenes to Include provided below:

Log Line: After (A CATALYST), (A HERO) must overcome (OBSTACLE) to achieve (GOAL)
or else (STAKES).

Setting: (FILLED IN BY USER)

Comparable Films: (FILLED IN BY USER)

Protagonist: (FILLED IN BY USER)

Antagonist: (FILLED IN BY USER)

Scenes to Include in the Beat Sheet: (FILLED IN BY USER)
FILL IN THE SAVE THE CAT BEAT SHEET TEMPLATE BELOW:

[Redacted List of the 15 Beats Found in Section 01]

Tips?

o When prompting response length, use words with a quantitative
connotation (such as “lengthy”) and avoid using words that can
be open to interpretation (such as “super”). While prompting a
word count will not output that exact number, it will offen be
within tThe £100 word range.

Using the phrase “in the style of” suggests modeling the output
after a certain type of beat sheet—similar o a particular author’s
voice (ex. in the style of Hemingway)

The more tone & voice used in the given information, the more
huanced and unique the outputf will be.

DALL-E 2 Integration
Affer generating our beats, we can use DALL-E 2 to visualize them.
The following prompt was used:

“(ART STYLE) storyboard of (INSERT BEAT)"

Tips?

o For consistency between image generations, include character
descriptions such as age, last name, & hair color (ex. “14-year-old
brunette Ricky Hernandez")

Including an art style steers the Al significantly (ex. realism,
comic book, film still, efc.)

For even better resulfs, input The art style of a particular TV show,
movie, or piece of media (ex. “in the style of The Simpsons”)

Results

Coming Soon to an Al Theater Near You...

The following were generated using a tfemperature of 0.7 and the
text-davinci-002 model:

Case Study 01: TV Pilot
Input:

Write a SUPER detailed Save the Cat scene-by-scene beat sheet for a Sitcom TV pilot using the Log Line, Sefting, Comparable Films,
Protagonist, Antagonist, and Scenes to Include provided below:

Log Line: Affer getting hired as a lifeguard at his local waterpark, Ricky Hernandez must deal with the daily musings of an eccentric staff,
wacky park-goers, and boogie boarders in order to not be fired from his summer job.

Setting: A Water Park at the Jersey Shore
Comparable Films: The Office, Parks and Recreation

Protagonist: Ricky Hernandez. 14 year old boy. Nerdy. Easily burns up in the sun. Not the kind of guy to speak up when there's a problem
and at this water park, there's A LOT of problems. Ricky also has a love inferest, Alexa. Alexa is this cool boogie boarding girl that every
employee has a crush on. Ricky doesn't think he has a chance with her but Alexa seems to have a thing for Ricky.

Antagonist: Jackie Munster. The water park owner. The water park is her pride and joy. Jackie makes sure that all of the rules are
followed and the guests are satisfied. As a result, her employees, including Ricky, are overworked and tired.

Scenes to Include in the Beat Sheet: A scene where someone poops in the pool and they have fo clear everyone out, a scene where
Ricky has to give first aid to a kid with a stubbed toe, a scene where Ricky gets yelled at for sending someone down a slide backwards.

- and he's eve started

He's made some friends with the other employees
ops in the pool.

Fun and Games: Ricky starts
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ot better than he thought he woul . :
to talk to Alexa more. Things are going well...until someone po

i i i ing to get
. Ricky has to deal with the aftermath of the poop incident. He's cleaning the pool and trying to g

. e is cooperating.
eme Stated: The the e of the s ow is Ricky's jou ey to find confidence He'sashy, erdy guy and he's |

never had to deal with people before. This summer job is his first real experiel the guests to leave butno on

! . nce deali
and he's not sure if he's up for the challenge. e

Bad Guys Close In: Things go from bad to worse when a kid stubs his toe and Ricky has to give him first aid.

it 2 X . | ing like this before and he's completely out of his element.
Set-Up: We meet Ricky and learn a little bit about him. He's a4 year old boy who loves to read and spend T R

time on the computer. He's never had a real job before and he's not very good with people. He's also in love

i i i . Ricky is at his wit's end. He's been dealing with unruly guests, overbearing employees, and a lot of
with a girl named Alexa, who he met at the water park. Allis Lost: Ricky is at his w

poop. He's ready to quit and never look back.

Catalyst: Ricky gets hired as a lifeguard at the water park. He's excited to have the job but he's also nervous Dark Night of the Soul: Ricky is about to quit when he sees Alexa. She's hurt her ankle and she needs help.
about what it will entail. Ricky decides to stay and help her.

Debate: Ricky debates whether or not he should take the job. He's not sure if he's cut out for it but he really
needs the money. He decides to take the job and see how it goes.

Break into Three: Ricky helps Alexa to the first aid station and stays with her until she's feeling better. He's
decided to stick it out and see how things go.

nto the deep end, having to Finale: Jackie, the water park owner, vells at Ricky for sending someone down the slide backwards. Ricky
st d

Break into Two: Ricky starts his first day on the job. He's immediately thrown i |
nd el her that he's doing the best e can. Jackie s impressed by Ricky's backbone and
i I

deal with rowdy guests and unruly employees. He's not sure if he can handle it but he's determined to try.

relationship with Alexa. He's crushing hard on her but he's too shy to say

Story: The B story is Ricky's - + maybe, he Final Image: Ricky is at the
& i k together and he starts to think that maybe, just mayl WSS

anything. He gets to know her better as they worl
has a chance with her.

’ v waterpz.-lvk,‘standmg on his lifeguard chair and looking out at the pool. He's
ing suit and a white lifeguard hat, He looks confident and comfortable »

Catalyst: Ricky getfs hired as a lifeguard at the water park. >

< Break info Two: Ricky starts his first day on the job. He's
immediately thrown info the deep end, having to deal with rowdy
guests and unruly employees. He's not sure if he can handle it but
he's determined to try.

B Story: Ricky Hernandez meets Alexa, his love interest,
at the water park. >

Case Study 02: Feature Film
Input:

Write a DETAILED ~500-word response in the style of a Save the Cat scene-by-scene Beat Sheet for a Romantic Comedy Film using
the Log Line, Setting, Comparable Films, Protagonist, Antagonist, and Scenes to Include provided below:

Log Line: Affer breaking up with her boyfriend and finding out that their upcoming Hawaiian vacation is honrefundable, Elle must spend
a week with him in what should be paradise but furns out o be a personal hell as old sparks rekindle along the way.

Setting: Maui, Hawaii. Spring Break.
Comparable Films: The White Lotus, Forgetting Sarah Marshall

Protagonist: Elle Peferson. 22-year-old college student. Top of her class and has just been accepted info Columbia Law School. It's spring
break and Elle's graduating in a just couple of months. Hawaii was supposed to be her last chance 1o finally have fun before graduation
but her ex-boyfriend coming along on the trip too might make things a little more complicated. Elle also meets a boy who works at the
Hawaiian resort and begins to develop feelings for him to

Antagonist: Derek Ryder. Elle's ex. Also a senior in college. Quirky guy that's kind of a dork but at the same time, he's the life of the party.
After getting a job in a different city than where Elle would be, they decided breaking up would be for the best.

Scenes to Include in the Beat Sheet: A scene where they swim with dolphins, a scene where they attend a luau and Elle is forced to
dance, a scene where they learn 1o juggle fire and Derek accidentally catches his shorts on fire, and a scene where they're sitting on the
beach late at night underneath the stars.

Output:

Pening Image lle and W g next to e €r, but no
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wants to get back together.

i erand
sitting on the beach under the stars. Derek tells Elle that he still loves h

The : . . : and
me Stated: Elle tums to Derek and says, "I hope we can stilbe friends Bad Guys Close In: Elle tells Derek that she is not interested in getting back together. Derek gets angry

S_et-Up: Elle and Derek were dating all through college, but they broke up when Derek got a job in a different SEERtank

city. They are both seniors in college and this is their spring break. Elle is going to Columbia Law School in

the fall and Derek is working in the city. Allis Lost: Derek gets drunk and tries to kiss Elle. She pushes him away and he falls into the fire that they

were juggling earlier. His shorts catch on fire and he has to be put out with the fire extinguisher.

Catalyst: When they break up, Derek tells Elle that he bought her a ticket to Maui for their Hawaiian vacation
that is nonrefundable. Dark Night of the Soul: Elle is sitting on the beach by herself. She is upset and frustrated with Derek. She is

also conflicted because she is starting to have feelings for the boy who works at the resort.

Debate: Elle debates whether or not she should go on the trip with Derek. She doesn't want to spend a week
i 't t to waste the money on the ticket. . ) )
L ¥ Breakinto Three: Elle decides to give Derek another chance. They go on a date and they end up kissing.

into Two: Elle decides to go on the trip with Derek and they fly to Maui. - .
Break into Finale: Elle and Derek are getting ready to fly back home. Elle tells Der

i ek that she is not moving to the cit
with him. Derek says that he is not going to let her go and he kisses h ’ '

i ings for him.
B Story: Elle meets a boy who works at the resort and begins to develop feelings eL

i i i i. They go swimming with ) 4 N
Eun and Games: Elle and Derek spend the week doing touristy things around Maui. They g Fival T — — S S o |

dolphins, attend a Juau, and learn to juggle fire. .

-

P iksrmriaiens] 7 < Opening Image: Elle and Derek are on a plane to Maui, Hawaii.
They are sitting next to each other, but not talking.

Midpoint: Elle and Derek are sitting on the beach under the stars.
Derek tells Elle that he still loves her and wants to get back together. >

< All is Lost: Derek gets drunk and tries to kiss Elle. She pushes
him away and he falls into the fire that they were juggling earlier.
His shorts catch on fire and he has o be put out with the fire
extinguisher.
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(= WHEN Al MET SCREENWRITING... CAN Al GENERATE

IPHS Senior Seminar (Fall 2022) Prof Elkins and Chun, Kenyon College
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Ethics

Wait! What Does This Mean for Us Artists & Writers?

ChatGPT was prompted: “Will Al replace artists and writers?” The
response:

‘Tt is unlikely that AI will completely replace writers and artists. While AI can be trained to
perform certain tasks, it is not capable of the same level of creativity and originality that
humans possess. Additionally, the creation of art and literature is deeply rooted in human
experience and emotion, which are difficult for Al to replicate. Therefore, it is more likely
that AI will augment the work of writers and artists, rather than replace them entirely.”

So, unless the Al is just Trying to cover its tracks, it sounds like
creatfors are safe. For now. In the meantime, AI can still assist us in
The creative process:

Dramatron (December 2022), based in GPT-3, allows writers to
input a logline and then let AL generate the rest—script included.
When interviewing beta participants, they found that Dramatron is
incredibly useful in producing “a rough draft” (Mirowski et al. 9). It
Knocks out that nasty step of actually getting something down on
the page. Further, Dramatron is “perfect for writers’ block,” coming
up with new ideas on a dime (9). This technology could be most
useful in the TV world where “writing formulaic scripts” is key—the
Al even acting as the world's best “dramaturge” (9).
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