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' PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. |

ﬂ'o the Senate and House of Representatives:

etio

s

Frily heldin the cor

in the administra-
1T even (empora-
viof thosg charged with
sipess. 18

| There are few trans
on of the governms«

the conduct of t}
taken is under u
{and watchiul pe

ate of the Union
isknown 1rom day ,and suggestions as
fo needed iegislation find an earlier voice than
i that which spesks in these aunnal communica-
tions of the president to cougress.

Good will and cordiality have characterized

our relations and correspondence with other
overnments, and the vear just elosed leaves few
nternational questions of lmportance remain-
{ng unadjusted. No obstacleis believed to exist
that can Jong postpone the consideration ang ad-
justment of ihe still pendix questions upon
‘patisiactory and honora terms. The deal-
ngs of this government with other states have
eéen marked by Irankness and sincerity, our

UrpOSEs avoy and our methods iree irom
ntrigue. This rse has borne rich fruit in
the past, and it our duty &as anation to pre-
perve the heritaze of good repute which a cen-
turvefright d 1p with foreign governments
has seocured to

? FPAN-AMERICAN CONPERENCE.

It is a matterof high significance, and no less
of congratulation, that the first year of the sce-
ond century of our constitutional existence
finds, as honored guests within our borders,
the representatives of all the independent
states of North and South America, met together
in earnest conference touching the best meth-
ods of perpetuating amd expanding the rela-
tions of mutual intere.t and {riendliness exist-

among them. That the opportunity thus

in,
\ a.ﬁgorded for premoting closer internationsal re-

Jations and the increased prosperity of the
ptates represented will be usged for the mutual

Jgood of all, I can not permit myseli to doubt.

Our people will await with interest and con-
fildence the results to flow frem so auspicious a
meeting of allied and, in large part, identical
interests. ‘The recommendations of this inter-
national conference of enlightened statesmen
will have the congiderate avtention of congr
and its co-operation in the removal of unneces-
Bary barriers to beneficial intercourse between
the nations of America. t while the com-
merc¢ial results, which it is hoped will follow
this conference, are worthy of pursuit and of
the great intesest they have excited, it is be-
lieved that the crowning benefit will be found
in the better securities which may be devised
for the maintenance of peace among all Ameri-
can nations and the settlement of all conten-
tions by methods that a Christian civilization
c¢an approve. While viewing with interest our
national resources and products, the delegates
will, I am sure, find a highersatisfaction in the

© evidences of unseifish friendship which every-

. and very cordial.

where attend their intercourse with our peopie.

INTERNATIONAY, MARITIME CONFERENCE.

Another international conference having
reat possibilizies for good hag lately asscm-

led and ia now in sessionin this capital. An
{avitation was extended by ' the gov-
erameant, under the act of congress of
July .9, 1838, to all  maritime na-

tionsto send delegates to confer touching re-
vision and amendment of the rulcs and regu-
lations governing vessels at sea and to adopt
‘auniform systerm of marine signals. The re-
\sponsetethis invitation has been very general
Delegates from twenty-six
pations ere present in the conference and they
have entered mpon their useful work with

reat'zeal and'with an'evident appreciation of

I8 importance. o iar as the agreement to be
reached may require legislation to give it effect
the co-operation of congr isconfidently relied
upon. . If is aq interesting if not indeed an un-
precedented fact, that the two international
conferences have brought together here the ac-
eredifed representatives of thirty-three nations.

. Bolivia, Ecuador and Honduras are now repre-

sented by resident envoys of the plenipoten-
tiary grade. All the states of the American
system now maintain diplomatic represenia-
tion-at this capital.

In thig connection it may be noted that all
the nations of the western hemisphere, with
one exception, send to Washington envoys ex-
traordinary and ministers plentipotenviary, be-
ing the highest grade accredited to this govern-
ment. The United States, on the contrary,
sends emvoys of lower grade to some of our sis-
terrepublics. Our representative in Paraguay
and Uruguay isa minister resident, while to
Bolivia we send a minister resident and consul

eneral.: In view of the importance of our re-

ations with the states of the American system,
our diplomatic agents in those countries should
be of the nniform rank of envoy extraordinary
and minigter plentipotentiary. Certain mis-
sions were 80 elevated by the last congress with
Happy eifect, and I recommend the completion
of ‘the reiorm thus begun with the inclusion,
also, of Hawaii and Hayti, in view of their re-
lations to the American system of states. I
alge recommend timely provision be made for
extending to Hawaii an invitation to be repre-
gented in the infernational conference now

sitting atthe capital.

A
A

g FOREIGN RELATIONS.

Our relations with China have the attentive
eongideration which their magnitude and in-
erest dexwand. The failure of the treaty nego-
tiated under the administration of my prede-
cessor for the further and more complete re-
striction of Chinese labor, immigration, ete.,
with it, therlegisiation of the last session of
congress dependent theron, leave some ques-
tions open which congress should now ap-
proach in that wise and just spirit which
should characterize the relations of two great
and friendly powers. While our supreme in-
torests demand the exclusion of a laboring ®le-
ment which experience has shown to be in-
compatible with our social life, all steps to com-
pass this imperative need should be accom-
panied with a recognition of the claim of those
strangers now lawiully among us to humane
and just treatment. The acecession of the
young emperor of China marks, we may hope,
au era of progress and prosperity for the great
country over which he is called to rule.

The present state of affairs in respect to the
Samoas islands isencouraging, The conference
which was beld in this city in the summer of
1887 between the representatives of the United
ptates, Germany and Great Britain has been ad-
journed because of the persistentdivergence of
views, which was developed in its delibera-
tions. The subsequent course of events in the
iglands gave us two questions of a serious
character. On the 4th of February last, the
German minister at this capital, in behalf of
his government proposed a resumption of the
conference at EBerltn. This proposition was
acoepted, a8 congress in February last was in-
formed, Pursuant to the understanding thus
reached, commissioners were appointed by
me, by and with the advice and consent of the
senate, who proceeded to Berlin where the con-
ference 'was renewed. The deliberations ex-
tended through several weeks, and resulted in
the conclusion of a treaty which will be sub-
mitted to the senate forits approval, Itrustthe
efforts which have been made to effect
an adjustment of this question will be producs
tive of the permanent establishment of law and
order in Samoa upon the basis of the mainte-
nance of the rights and interests of the natives
as well as of the treaty powers.

The questions which have arisen -during the

et few years between Great Britain and the
Bnited States are in abeyance or in course of
amicable adjustment, On the part of the gov-
ernment of the Dominion of Canada an effort
has been apparent during the seagon just ended
to administer the laws and regulations applicas
ble to the tisheriés with as little oceasion for
friction as was pogsible, and the temperate repi
regentations of this government in respectof
cages of undue hardship or of harsh interpretas
tions bave been in most cases met with meas-
ures of transitory relief. It is trusted that the
attainment of our just rights under existing
treaties and in virtue of the coneurrent legisla-
tion of the two contiguous countries will not
be long deferred and that all existing causes of
difference may be equitably adjusted.

1 recommend that provision be made by an
international agreement for visibly marking
the water boundary between the United States
and Canada in the narrow channels that join
the great lakes. The conventional line there-
in, traced by the northwestern boundary sur-
yey years ago, is notin all cases re Y ascer-
tainable for the settlement of jurisdictional
questions.

A just and acceptable enlargement of the list
of olféenses for which extradition may be claim-
ed and granfed is most desirable beiween this
country and Great Eritain; the territory of
‘neither shouid become a secure harbor for the
evil doers of the other through any avoidable
shortcoming in this regard. A new treaty be-
tween the two powers on this subject has been
recently negofiated and will-soon be laid be-
fore the serfaté.

The importance of the commerce of Cuba and
Porto Rico with the United States, their nearest
and principal market, justifies the expectation
that the existing relations may be beneficially
exipanded. The impediment resulting frem va-
rying dues on navigation and from the vexa-
tious treatment of our vessels on merely tech-
nical grounds of complaint in West Indian
ports, shonld be removed. The progress to-
ward an adjustment of pending claims between
the United States and Spain is not as rapid as
could be desired.

Questions affecting Americen interests in
connection with railways constructed and op-
erated by our citizens in Peru have claimed
the attention of this government. It is urged
that other governments, in pressing Peru to
the payment of their claims, have disregarded
the property rights of Awmerican ecitizens. The
matier will be carefully investigated, with a
view to securing a proper and equitable ad-
Jjustment.

A similar issue is now pending with Portu-
gal. The Delagoa Bay railway in Africa was
construcied under a congession by Portugal
to an American citizen. When néariy com-

leted the road was seized by the agents of the

ortuguese government. ?rmu] protest has
been made through our Minister at Lisbon
against this act and no proper effort wiil be
gpared to secure proper relief.

In pursuance of the charteér granted by con-
gress, and under the terms@f its contract with
the government of Nicaragia, the Interoceanic
Canal company bas begu the construction of
the important waterway between the two
oceans which its orgamization contemplates
@Grave complications for a time seemed immi-
nent, in view of a supposed conflict of jurisdic-
tion between Nicaragua and Costa Rica in re-
gard to the accessory privileges to be eanceded
py'the latter republic foward the construction
of works on the San Juan river, the right bank
of which is in Costa Rican territory, Iam
happy to learn that a friendly arrangement has
been effected between the two nations. This
govarument has held iteelf ready to promote in
any proper way the adjustment of all questions
that might present obstacles to the completion
»i & work of such transcendent importance to

the commerce of this country, and indeed to
the commercial interests of the world.

The tradit o :al good feeling between this
country and the French republic has received
additional testimony in the participation of our
government and people in tne international ex-
position held at Paris during the past summer.
The success of our exhibiters has been grati-
fying. The report of the commission will be
laid bef re congress in due season.

This government has aceepted, under proper
Teserve as to its poliey in foreign territories in
the invitation of the government of Belgium,
to take part in an international congress which
opened at Drussels on November 16. for the
purpose of devising measures to promote the
abolition of the slave trade in Africa and to
prevent the shipment of slayes by sea. Our in-
terest in the extinction of this crime against
humanity in the regions where it yet survives
has been increased by the results of emancipa-
tion within our own borders,

_ With Germany the most cordial relations con-
tinue. The questions rising from the return to
the empire of Germans naturalized in this
country are considered and disposed of in a
temperate spirit to the entire satisiaction of
boti governments.

1t is a source of great satisfaction that the in-
ternal disturbances of the Republicof Hayti
are at last happily ended and that an appar-
ently stuble government has been constituted.
It has been duly recognized by the United
States,

A mixed commission isnow in session in this
capital for the settlement of long-standin
claims against the Republic of Venezuela, and
it is hoped that a satisfactory counclusion will
be speedily reiched. “T'his government has not
hesiiated to express its earnest desire that the
boundary dispute now pending between Great
Britain and. Venezuela may be adjusted am-
icably and in strict accordance with the his-
toric title of the parties.

The advancement of the Empire of Japan has
been evidenced by the recent promulgation of
anew counstitution containing valuable guaran-
tees of liberty and providing for a responsible
ministry to conduet the government.

Itis earnestly recommended that our judicial
rights and processes in Corea be established on
a fitm basis by providing the machinery neces-
sary to carry ouv our treaty stipulations in that
regard,

‘I'he iriendliness of the Persian government
continues to be shown by its generous treat-
ment of Americans engaged in missionary la-
bors, and by the cordial disposition of the shah
to encourage the enterprise of our citizens in
the development of Persian resources,

A discusgion is in progress touching the juris-
dictional treaty rights of the United States in
Turkey, An earnest effort will be made to de-
fine those rights to the satisfuction of both gov-
ernments,

Questions continue to arise in our relations
with several countries in respect to the rights
of naturalized citizeus Especially is this the
case with France, Italy, Kussia and Turkey,
and to a less extent with Switzerland. From
time to time earnest efforts have been made to
regulate this subject by conventions with those
countries. An improper use of naturalization
should not be permitted. but it is most im-
portant that those who have been duly natural-
ized should everywhlere be accorded recogni-
tion of the rizhts pertaining to the citizenship
ol the country of their adoption. The appro-
priaieness of special conventions for that pur-
pose is recognized in treaties which this gov-
ernment has coneluded with a number of
European states, and it is advisable that the
difficulties which now arise in our relations
with tuer countries on the same subject should
be simifarly adjusted.

The recent revolution in Brazil in favor of
the establishment of a republican form of
government is an event of greay interest to the
United States, Our minister at Rio de Janerio
was at once instructed to maintain friendly
diplomatic relations with the provisional gov-
ernment and the Brazilian representatives at
this capital were instructed by the provisional
government to continue their functions, Our
iriendly intercourse with Brazil has, therefore,
suffered no interruption. Our minister has
been furtherinstructed to extend, on the parg
of this government, a formal and cordial
recognition of the new republic so soon as the
majority of the people of Brazil shall have
signified their assent to its establishment and
maintenance.

A PLEASANT RETROSPECT--STATEMENT OF TREAS-
URER.

Within our own borders a general condition
of prosperity prevails. The harvests of the last
summer were exceptionally abundant, and the
trade conditions mnow prevailing seem to
promise a successful season to the merchant
and the manufacturer, and general employ-
ment to our working people. The report of the
secretary of the treasury for the fiscal year
ending June 30, 1889, has been prepared, and
will be presented to congress. It presents witi
clearness the fiscal operations of the govern-
ment, and L avail myseli of it to obtain some
facts for use here, The aggregate recei
all sources for the year were $587,050,
vided as follows: From customs $2.
from internal revenue $130,851,513.92, from mis-
cellaneous sources $32,335,803.25. 1'he ordinary
expenditures for the same period were $281,996,~
615.60, and the total expenditures, including the
sinking fund, were $329,579,920.25. The excess
of receipts over expenditures was, alter pro-
viding for the sinking fund, $57,470,129.59.

For the current fiscal year the total revenues,
actual and estimated, are $385,000,000, and the
ordinary expenditures, actual and estimated,
are §203,000.000, making, with the ginking fund,
a total expenditure of $341,321,116.99, leaving an
estimated surplus of $43,678,883.01. . 'During the
fiscal year there was applicd to the purchase of
bonds, in addition to those for the sinking
fund, §90,456,172.35, and during the first quarter
of the current year the sum of $37,838,937.77, all
of which were credited to the sinking fund.
The revenues for the flscal year ending June
80, 1891, are estimated by the Treasury depart-
ment at $385,000,000, and the expenditures for
the same period, including the sinking fund,
at $341,430,477.70. This shows an estimated sur-
plus for that vear of $43,569,522.80, which is more
likely to be increased than reduced when the
actual transactions are written up.

THE SURPLUS.

The existence of s0 large an actual and antic-
ipated surplus should have the immediate at-
tention of congress, with a view to reducing
the receipts of the treasury to the needs of the
government as closely as may be. The collec-
tion of moneys not needed for public uses im-
poses an unnecessary burden on our people,
and the presence of so large a surplus in .the
public vaults is a disturbing clement in the
conducet of private business. It has called into
use expedients for putting 1t into circulation
of very questionable propriety.

We should not collect revenue for the pur-
pose of anticipating our bonds beyond the re-
quirements of the sinking fund, but any unap-
propriated surplus in the treasury should be so
used, as there is no other lawful way of return-
ing the momney to circulation, and” the profit
realized by the government offers a substantial
advantage. The loaning of the public funds to
the banks without interest, upon the security of
government bonds, regard as an unau-
thorized and dangerous expedient. It re-
sults in a temporary and unnatural
increase  of the banking capital of
favored localities and compels a cautious and
gradual recall of the deposits to avoid injury
to the commercial interests. It is notto be ex-

spocted that the banks having these deposits
will sell their bonds to the treasury so long as the
present highly beneficial arrangement is con-
tinued. They nowdprncticnlly get interest both
upon the bonds and their proceedls. No further
use should be made of this method of getting
the surplus into circulation, and the deposits
now outstanding should be gradually with-
drawn and applied to the purchase of bonds.
It is fortunate that such a use can be made of
the exigting surplus, and for some time to come
of any casual surplus that may exist after con-
gress has taken the necessary steps for a re-
duction of the revenue. Buch legislation
shmald be promptly, but very oonsiderately, en-
acted,
A REVISION OF THE TARIFF,

I recommend the revision of our tariff law
both in its administrative features and in the
schedules. The need of the former is generally
conceded and an agreement upon the evils and
inconveniences to be remedied and the best

methods for their correction will probably not’

be difficult. Uniformity of valuation at all our
ports is essential, and effective measuresshouid
be taken to secure it. It is equally desirable
that questions aflecting rates and clagsifications
should be promptly decided. The preparation
of a new schedule of customs duties is a matter
of great delicacy, because of its direct effect
upon the business of the country, and of great
difficulty by reason of the wide divergence of
opinion as to the objects that may prop-

erly be promoted by such legislation. Some
disturbance of jbusiness may perhaps
result from the consideration of this

subject by congress, but this temporary ill ef-
fect will be reduced to the minimum by prompt
action and by the agsurance which the country
already enjoys that any necessary changes wiil
be so made us not to impair the just and rea-
sonable protection of our home industries, The
inequalities of the law should be adjusted, but
the protective principle should be maintained
and fairly applied to the products of our farms
as well as of our shops, These duties neces-
garily have relation to other things besides the
public revenues. We can not limit their effects
by fixing our eyes on the public treasury alone.
They have a direct relation to home produc-
tion, to work, to wages, and to the commercial
independence of our country, and the wise and
patriotic legislator should enlarge the field of
hiis vision to include all of these,

The necessary reduction in our public
revenues can, I am sure, be made without
making the smaller burden more onerous than
the larger by reason of the disabilities and
limitations which the process of reduction
puts upon both eapital and labor. The free
list can, very safely be extended by placing
thereon articles that do not offer injurious
competition to such domestic products as our
home labor can supply. The removal of the
internal tax upon tobacco would relieve an im-
portant agricultural product from a burden
which was imposed only because our revenue
irom customs duties was insufficient for the
public needs. If safe provision againstfraud
can be devised the removal of the tax upon
gpirits used in the arts and in manufactures
would also offer an unobjectionable method of
reducing the surplus. A table presented by
the secretary of the treasury, showing the
amount of money o? all kinds in circulation
ecach year from 1878 to the present time, is of

interest. It appears that the amount of
nationnl bank notes in eirculation has
decreased during  that period §114,109,-
720, of which §37,799,229 is chargeable

to the last year. The withdrawal of bank circu-
iation will necessarily continue under existing
conditions. It is probable that the adoption of
the suggestions made by the comptrolier of the
currency, viz, thatthe minimum deposit of

bonds for the establishment of banks be re-
duced, and that an issue of notes tothe per
value of thebonds be ailowed, would help to
maintain the bank cir¢ulation. But while
this withdrawal of bank notes has been going
on, there has been a large increase in the
amount of gold and silver coin in circulation
and in the issues of gold and silver certificates.

The total amount of mouey of all kinds in eir-
culation on March 1, 1878, was $805,793,807,
while on October 1, 15889, the total was $1,405,-
018,000. There was an increase of $293,417,552 in
gold coin, of $57,554,100 in standard silver dol-
lars, of $72,311,229 in gold certificates, of $276,~
619,715 in silver certificates, and of $14,073,759
in United States notes, making a total ot §713,
976,403. There was during the same period a
decrease of $114,109,729 in bank circulation and
of $642,481 in subsidiary silver, and the net in-
crease was $399,224,195, The circulation per
capita has increased about $5 during the time
covered by the table referred to.

The total coinage of silver dollars was, on
November 1, 1889, $343,688,001, of which §283,539,-
521 were in the treasury vaults and $60,098,480
were in circulation. Of the amount in the
vaults, §277,319,944 were represented by out-
standing silver certificates, leaving $6,219,577
not in ecirculation and not represented by cer-
tificates. The law roquiring the purchase, by
the treasury, of $2,000,000 worth of silver bullion
each month, to be coined into silver dollars of
41234 grains, has been observed by the depart-
ment; but neither the present secrctary nor
any of his predecessors has deemed it safe to
exereise the discretion given him by law to in-
crease the monthly purchases to $4,000,000.
When the law was enacted (February 28, 1878,)
the price of silver in the market was $1.20 410
I)er ounce, making the bullion value of the dol-

ar 03 cents, Since  that time  the
price has fallen as  low as 91.2
cents per ounce, reducing the bullion

value of a dollur to 70.6 cents. Within the last
few months the market price has somewhat ad-
vanced,and on the 1st day of November last the
bullion value of thesilver do lar was 72 cents.
The evil anticipations which have accompanied
the coinage angd use of the silver dollar have
not been realized. As a coin it has not had
general use, and the public treasury has been
compelled to storeit. But this is manifestly
owing to the fact that its paper representative
is more convenient, The general aceeptance
and use of the silver certificate show that sil-
ver has not been otherwise discredited. Some
fayorable conditions have contributed to main-
tain this practical equality, in their commercial
use, between the gold and silver doilars. But
some of these are trade conditions that statu-
tory enactments do not control and of the con-
tinuance of which we can not be certain.

I think it is ciear that if we should make the
coinage of silver at the present ratio iree, we
must expect that the difference in the buillion
values ot the gold and silver dollars will be
taken account of in commercial transactions,
and I fear the same result would ifollow any
cousiderable increase of the present rate of
coinage. Such a result would be discreditable
to our financial management and disastrous to
all business interests.. We should not tread the
dangerous edge of such a peril. And, indeed,
nothing more harmiul could happen to the sil
ver interests. Amy safe legislation upon this
subject must secure the equality of the two
coins in their commercial uses.

I have always been an advocate of the use of
silver in our currency. We are large producers
of that metal and should not discredit it. To
the plan which wiil be presented by the secre-
tary of the treasury for the issuanee of notes or
certificates upon the deposit of silver bullion at
its market value, I have been able to give only
a hasty examination, owing to the press of
other matters and to the fact that it has been so
recently formulated. The details of such a law
require careful consideration. but tho general
plan suggested by him seems to satisfy the pur-
pose—to continue the use of silver in connec-
tion with our currency, and at the same time
to obviate the danger of which I have spoken.
At alater day I may communicate further with
congress upon this subject.

CHINESE EXCLUSION ACT.

The enforcement of the Chinese exclusion
act has been found to be very difficult on the
Northwestern frontier. Chinamen landing at
Victoria find it easy to pass our border owing
to the impossibility with the force atthe com-
mand of the customs officers of guarding so
long an inland line, Thesecretary of the treas-
ury has authorized the employment of addi-
tional officers, who will be assigned to this
duty, and every effort will be made to enforce
the law. The Dominion exacts a head tax of
$50 for each Chinaman landed, and when these
persons, in_ fraud of our law, cross into our
territory and are apprehended our officers do
not-know what to do with them, ag the Domin-
ion authorities will not sufferthem to be sent
back without a second payment of the tax. An
effort will be made to reach an understanding
that will rexmove this difficulty.

The proclamation required by section 3of
the act of March 2, 1889, relating to killing of
seals and other fur-bearing animals was issued
by me on the 21st day of March, and a revenue
vessel was dispatched to enforce the laws and
protectthe interests of the United States. The
cstablishment of a refuge station at Point Bar-
row, as directed by congress, was successfully
accomplished.

OUR COAST DEFENSES.

Judged by modern standards, we are prac-
tically without coast defeuses. Many of the
structures we have would enhance rather than
diminish the perils of their garrisong if sub-
jected to the fire of improved guns, and very
few are so located a8 to giye full eftect to the
greater range of such guns as we are now mak-
ing for coast defense uses. This general sub-
ject has had consideration in congress for some
years, and the appropriation for the construc-
tion of large rifled guns, made one year ago,
was, I am sure, the expression of purpose to
provide suitable works in which these guns
might be mounted, An appropriation now
made for that purpose would not advance the
completion of the works beyond our ability to
supply them with facilities and effective guns,

T'he security of our coast cities against foreign
attacks should not rest altogether in the
friendly disposition of other nations. There
should be a second line wholly in our own
keeping., I very urgently recommend an ap-
propriation at this session for the construction
oi such works in our most exposed harbors, I
approve the suggestion of the secretary of war
that provision be made for encamping com-
panies of the National Guard in our coast
works for a specified time each year, ana for
their training in the use of heavy guns. His
suggestion that an increase of the artillery
force of the army is desirable is also in this
connection commended to the consideration of
congress.

IMPROVEMENT OF RIVERS AND HHARBORS.

The improvement of our important rivers
and harbors should be promoted by the neces-
sary . appropriations. Care should be taken
that«the government is not committed to the
preservation ofjworksnot of publie and general
advantage, and that the relative usefulness of
works ot that class is not overlooked. So far
as this work can ever be said to be completed,
I do not doubt thatthe end would be sooner
and more economically reached if fewer scpa-
rate works were undertaken at the game time,
and those selected for their greater general in
terest were more rapidly pushed to completion.
A work once considerably begun should not be
subjected to the risks and deterioration which
interrupted or insufficient appropriations nec-
essarily occasion,

THE TERRY KILLING.

The assault made ty David 8. Terry upon the
person of Justice Field of the supreme court of
the United States at Lathrop, Cala., in August
last, and the killing of the assailant by a dep-
uty United States marshal who had been de-
puted to accompany Justice Field and to protect
him from anticipated violence at the hanas of
Terry, in connection with the legal proceedings
which have followed, suggest questions which,
in my judgment, are worthy of the attention of
congress. I recommend thatmore definite pro-
vision be made by law not only for the protec-
tion. of federal officers, but for a full trial of
such cases in the United States courts, In rec-
ommending such legislation I do not at all im-
peach either the general adequacy ot the pro-
vision made by state laws for thedprotectiun of
all citizens, or the general good disposition of
those charged with the execution of such laws
to give protection to the officers of the United
States. The duty of protecting its officers, as
such, and of })unishing those who assault them
on account of their official acts, should not be
devolyed expressly, or by acquiescence, upon
the local authorities,

Events, which have been brought to my at-
tention, happening in other parts of the coun-
try have also suggested the propriety of extend-
ing, by legislation, fuller protection to"those
who may be called as witnesses in courts of
the United States. The law compels those who
are supposed to have knowledge of public
offenses to attend upon our courts and grand
juries and to give evidence. There is a mani-
fest resulting duty that these witnesses shall
be protected from injury on acgount of their
testimony. The investigations of c¢r,minal
offenses are often rendered futile and the pun-
1shment of erime impossible by the intimida-
tion of witnesses.

The necessity of providing some more speedy
method for disposing of the cases which now
come for final adjudication to the supreme
court becomes every year more apparent and
urgent, The plan of providin% some interme-
diate courts, having final appellate jurisdiction
of certain clasgses of questions and cases, has, I
think, received a more general approval {rom
the bench and bar of the country than any
other. Without attempting to discuss details,
I recommend that provision be made for the
establishment of guch courts. The salaries of
the judges of the district courts in many of the
districts are, in my judgment, inadequate, I
recommend that all such salaries now below
$5000 per annum_be increased to that amount.
It is quite true that the amount of labor per-
formed by these judges is very unequal, but as
they can not properiy engage in other pursuits to
supplement their incomes the salary should be
such in all cases as to provide an independent
and comfortable support.

TRUSTS.

Earnest attention should be given by eon-
gress to a consideration of the question how
far the restraint of those combinations of eap-
ital commonly called “trusts’” is a matter of
federal jurisdiction. When organized, as they
often are, to crush out all healthy competition
and to monopolize the production or sale of an
article of commerce and general necessity,
they are dangerous consgpiracies against the
public good, and ghould ‘be made the subject
of prohibitory and even penal legislation.
The subject of an international copyright has
been frequently commended to the attention
of congress by my predecessors. The enact-
ment of such alaw would be emiueutly wise
and just.

OUR NATURALIZATION LAWS,
Our naturalization laws should be so revised

as to make the inguiry into the general char-
ter and good disposition toward our govern-
ment of the persons zppiving for citizenship
more thorough. This can only be done by tak-
ing fuller control of the examiuation, by fixing
the times for hearing such applications and by
requiring the presence of some one who shall
represent the governmentin the inquiry. Those
who are the avowed enemies of good order or
who come to our shores to swell the injurious
influence and to extend the evil practices of
any association that defies our laws, should not
only be denied citizenship but a domieile.

The enactment of a national bankrupt law of
& character to be a permanent part of our gen-
eral legislation is desirable. It should be sim-
ple in its methods and inexpensive in its ad-
ministration.

POSTAL REFORMS,

The report of the postmaster general not only
exhibits the operations of the department for
the last fiseal year, but contains many valuable
suggestions for the improvement and extension
of the service, which are commended to your
attention. No other branch ol the government
has so close a contact with the daily life of the
people. Almost evervone uses the service it
offers, and every hour gained in the transinis-
sion of the great commercial mails has an
gctual and possible value that only those en-
gaged in trade can understand. 7The saving of
one day in the transmission of the mails be-
twveen New York and San Francisco, which has
recently been accomplished, is an incident
worthy of mention.

The plan suggested of a supervision of the
postofiice in separage districts that shall involve
instruction and suggestion and a rating of the
efiiciency of the postmasters would, I have no
doubt, greatly improve the service. A pressing
necessity exists for rhe erection of a building
for the joint use of the department and of the
city postoflice. The department was partially
relieved by renting outside quarters for a part
of its force, but it is again overcrowded. The
building used by the city office never was fit
for the purpose, and is now inadequate and
unwholesome, The uneatisfactory condition
oi the law relating to the tranimission through
the muils of lottery advertisements and tickets
is clearly stated by the postmaster general, and
his suggestion as to amendments should have
your fuvorable consideration,

OUR NAVY,

The report of the secretary of the navy shows
a reorganization of the bureaus of the depart-
ment that will, I do not doubt, promote the effi-
ciency of each. In general,satisiactory prog-
ress has been made in the construction of the
new ships of war authorized by congress. The
first vessel of the new navy, the Dolphin, was
subjected to very severe trial tests and to very
much adverse criticism. But it is gratifying to
be able to state that a cruise around the world,
from which she has recently returned, has
demonstrated that she is a first-class vessel of
her rate. The report of the secretary shows
that while the effective force of the navy is rap-
idly increasing by reason of the improved bui.d
and armament of new shipg, the number of our
ships fit for sea duty grows very slowly. We
had, on the 4th of March last, thirty-seven
serviceable ships, and though four have since
been added to the list the total has not been
increased, because in the meantime four
have been lost or condemned, twenty-six addi-
tional vessels have been authorized and appro-
priated for, but it is probable that when they
are completed our list will only be increased to
forty-two, a gain of five. The old wooden ships
are disappearing almost a8 fast as the new ves-
sels are added. These facts earry their own ar-
gument. One of the new ships may in fighting
strength be equal to two of l{\p old, but it ean
not do the cruising duty of two. Itis impor-
tant, therefore, that we should have a more
rapid increase in the number of serviceable
ships, I concurin the recommendation of the
secretary that the eonstruction of eight armored
ships, three gunboats and five torpedo boats
be authorized.

An appalling calamity befell three of our na-
val vessels on duty at the ~amoan islands in
the harbor at Apia in March last, involving the
loss of four officers and forty-seven seamen,
of two vessels, the Trenton and the Vandalia,
and the disabling of the third, the Nipsic.
Three vessels of the German navy, also in the
harbor, shared with our ships the force of the
hurricane, and suffered even more heavily.
While mourning the brave officers and men
who died, facing with high resolyve perils great-
er than those of buitle, it is most gratifying to
state that the credit or the American navy for
seamaunship, courage and ' generosity was
magnificently sustained in the storm-peaten
harbor of Apia.

THE INTERIOR DEPARTMENT.

The report of the secretary of the interior ex-
hibits the transactions of the government with
the Indian tribes. Substantial progress has
been made in the education of the children of
school age and in the allotment of lands to
aduit Indians, It is to be regretted that the
policy of breaking up the tribal relation and of
dealing with the Indian as an . indi-
vidual did not appear earlier in our
legislation, ILarge reservations, held in com-
mon, and the maintenance of the au-
thority of the chiefs and head men, haye de-
prived the individual of every incentive to the
exercise of thrift, and the annuivy has contrib-
uted an affirmative impulse toward a svate of
confirmed pauperism. Our treaty stipulations
should be observed with fidelity, and our legis-
lation should be highly considerate of the best
interests of an ignorant and helpless people.
The reservations are now generally surround-
ed by white settlements.. Wegan no longer push
the Indian back into the wilderness, and it re-
mains only, by every suitable agency, to push
him upward iuto the estate of a self-supporting
and responsible eitizen.  Yor the adult, the first
step is to locate him upon a farm, and for the
child,to place him in a school. School attend-
auce should be promoted hy every moral ageney,
and those failing should be compelled. The
national schools for Indians have been very
successful and should be multiplied, and, as
far as possible, should be so organized and con-
ducted as to facilitate the transfer of the
schools to the states or territories in which they
are located, when the Indians in a neighbor-
hood hayve accepted citizenship, and have be-
come otherwise fitted for such a transfer. This
condition of things will be attained slowly, but
it will be hastened by keepiug it in mind, and
in the meantime that co-operation between the
government and the mission schools, which
nas wrought much good, should be cordially
and impartially sustained.

The last congress enacted two distinet laws
relating to negotiations with the Sioux lndians
of Dakota for a relinquishment of a portion of
their lands to the United States and for divid-
ing the remainder into separate reservations.
Both were approved on the same day, March 2.
The one submitted to the Indians a specifie
proposition; the other (section 3 of the Indian
appropriation act) authorized the president to
appoint three commissioners to negotiate with
those Indiang for the accomplishment of the
same general purpose, and required that any
agreements made should be submitted to con-
gress for ratification. On the 16th day of April
last I appointed T{on. Charles Foster of Ohio,
Hon. William Warner of Missouri and Major
General George Crook of the United States
army, commissioners under the last named law,
They were, however, authorized and directed,
first, to submit to the Indians the definite vrop-
osition wmade to them by the act first men-
tioned, and only in the event of a failure to
secure the asgent of the requisite number to
that proposition to open negotiations for modi-
fied terms under the other act. The work of
the commission was prolonged and arduous,
but the assent of the requisite number was, it
is understood, fir.ally obtained to the proposi-
tion made by congresg, though the report of the
commission has not yet been submitted. In
view of these facts I shall not, as at present ad-
viged, deem it necessary to submit the agree-
ment to congress for ratification, but it will in
due course be submitted for information. This
agreement releases to the United States about
9,000,000 acres of land.

The commission provided for by section 14 of
the Indian appropriation bill to negotiate with
the Cherokee Indians and all other Indians
owning or claiming lands lying west of the 96th
degree of longitude forthe cession to the United
States of all such lands, was constituted by the
appointment of Hon. Lucius Fairchild of Wis-
consin, Hon. John F. Hartranit of Pennsyl-
vania and Hon. Alfred M. Wilson of Arkansas,
and organized on June 29 last. Their first con-
ference with representatives of the Cherokees
was held ai Tahlequah July 29, with no definite
results. General John F. Hartranft of Pennsyl-
vania was prevented by ill health from taking
part in the conference. His death, which oc-
curred recently, is justly and generally la-
mented by a people he had served with con-
gpicuous gallantryin war and with gr.at fidels
i3y in peace. The vacancy thus created was
filled by the appointment of Hon. Warren G.
Sayre of Indiaba. A second conference be-
tween the commission and the Cherokees was
begun November 6, but no results have yet been
obtained, nor is it believed that a conclusion
can be immediately expected. The cattle
syndicate now occupying the lands for graz-
ing purposes is clearly one of the agen-
cies responsible for the obstruction
of our negotiations with the Cherokees. The
large body of agricultural lands constituting
what is known as the “‘Cherokee outlet’”” ought
not to be, and indeed can not long be, held for
grazing and for the advantage of a few against
the public interests and the best advantage of
the Indians themselves. The United States has
now under the treaties certain rights in these
lands. These will not be used oppressively,
but it can not be allowed that those who by
sufferance occupy these lands shall interfere to
defeat the wise and beneficent purposes of the
government, I can not but believe that the ad-
vantageous character of the offer made by the
United States to the Cherokee nation for a full
release of those lands, as compared with other
suggestions now made to them, will yet
obtain for it a favorable consideration.

Under the agreemeént made between  the
United States and the Muscogee (or Creek) na-
tion of Indians on January 19, 1889, an absolute
title was secured by the United States to about
3,500,000 acres of land.

Section 120f the general Indian appropria-
tion act, approved March 2, 1889, made pro-
vision for the purchase by the United States
from th@ Seminole tribe of a certain portion of
their lands. The delegates of the Seminole na-
tion, having first duly evidenced to me their
power to actin that behalf, delivered a proper
release and conveyance to the United States of
all the lands mentioned in the act, which was
accepted by me and certified to be in com-
pliance with the statute. By the terms of both
the acts referred to all the lands go purchased
were declared to be a part of the public domain
and open to eettlement under the homestead

law. But of the Ilands embraced im
these purchases, being in the aggregate
about 5,500,000 acres, 3,500,000 acres had already,

under the terms of the treaty of 1866, been ac-
quired by the United States for the purpose of
settling other Indian tribes thereon, and had
been appropriated to that purpose. The land

i

remaining and available for settlement con-
sisted of 1,887,796 acreg, surrounded on all sides
by lands in the occupsancy of Indian tribes.
Congress had provided no civil government for
the people who were to be invited by my proc-
lamation to settle upon these lands except as
the new court, which had been established at
Muscogee, or the United States courts in some
of the adjoining states, had power to enforce
the general laws of the United States.

In this condition of things 1 was quite re-
luctant to open the lands to settlement, but in
view of the fact that several thousand per-
sons, many of them with their families, had
gathered upon the borders of the Indian terri-
tory, with a view to securing homesteads on
the ceded lands and that delay would involve
them in much loss and suffering, 1 did, on the
23d day of March last, issue a proclamation de-
claving the lands therein described would be
open tosettlement under the provision of the
law on the 2:d day of April iollowing, at 12
o’clock mnoon. | Two land districts had been
estaplished and the offices were open for the
transaction of business when the appointed
time arrived. It is much to the credit of the
seftiers that they very generally observed the
limitations as to the time when they might en-
ter the territory, Care will be taken that those
who entered in violation  of the
law ao not secure the advantage
they unfairly sought. ‘There was a good deal
of apprehension that the strife for locations
would result in much violence and bloodshed,
but happily these anticipations were not
realized, 1tis estimated that there are now in
the territory about 60,000 people and several
considerable towns have sprung up, for which
temporary municipal governments have been
orgunized. Guthrie is said to have now a pop-
ulation of almost $000. Eleven schools and
nine ¢churches have been established, and three
daily and five weekly newspapers are published
in this ecity, whose charter and ordinances
have only the sanction of the voluntary ac-
quiescenve of the people from day to day. Ok-
lahoma City has a populajion of about 5000, and
is proportionally as well provided for as
Guturie with churches, schools and newspa-
pers. Other towns and villages having popu-
lations of from 100 to 100v are scattered
over the territory. In order to secure the
ce of this new community in the absence of
il government I directed General Merritt,
commanding the Department of the Missouri,
to act in conjunction with the marshals of the
United States to preserve the peace and upon
their requisition to use the troops to aid them
in executing warrants and in quie:ing any riots
or breaches of the peace that might vccur. He
was further directed to use his influence to pro-
mote good order and avoid any conflicts be-
tween or with the settlers. Believing the intro-
duction and saie of liquors, where no legal
restraints or regulations existed, would en-
danger the public peace, and in vliew of the
fact that such liquors must first be intrpduced
into the Indian reservations before reaching
the white settlements, I further directed the
general commanding to enforce the laws re-
lating to the introduction of ardent spirits into
the Indian country. The presence of the
troops has 'given a sense of security
to the well-disposed citizens, and has tended to
restrain the lawless. In one instance the offi-
cer in immediate command of the troops went
further than 1 deemed justifiable in supporting
the de facto municipal government of Guthrie,
and he was 80 informed and directed to limit
the interference of the military to the support
of the marshals on the lines indicated in the
original order. I very urgently recommend
that congress at once provide a territorial gov-
ernment for thege people.

Serious questions. which may at any time
lead to violent outbreaks, are awaiting the in-
stitution of courts for their peaceful adjust-
ment. The American genius for self-govern-
ment has been well illustrated in Oklahoma,
but it is neither safe nor wise to leave these
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, people longer to the expedients which have

temporarily served them.

Proyision shouid be made for the acguisition
of title to town lots in the towns now establish-
ed in Alaska, for locating townjsites and for the
establishment of municipal governments. Only
the mining laws have been extended to that
territory and no other form of title to lands can
now be obtained. The general land laws were
framed wivh reference to the disposition of
agricultural lands, and it is doubtiul if their
operation in Alaska would be beneficial. We
have fortunately notextended to Alaska the
mistaken policy of establishing rescrvations
for the Indian tribes, and can deal with them
from the beginning as individuals, with, I am
sure, better results. But any disposition of the
public land and any regulations relating to
timber and to the fisheries should have s kindiy
1@ zard to their interests, Having no power to
levy  taxes, the people of Alaska
are wholly dependent on the general govern-
ment, to whose revenues the seal fisheries make
a large annual contribution, An appropriation
for education should neither be overlooked nor
stinted, The smallness of the population and
the great distances between the settlements
offer serious obstacles to the establishment of
the usual territorial form of government. Per-
haps the organization of several sub-districts,
with asmall municipal couneil of limited pow-
ers for each, would be safe and usefui. Atten-
tion is called in this connection to the sugges-
tions of the secretary of the treasury relating to
the establishment of another port of entry in
Alaska, and of other needed customs facilities
and regulations.

OUR LAND LAWS.

In the administration of the land laws the
policy of facililating in every proper way the
adjustment of the honest claims of individual
settlers upon the public lands has been pur-
sued. The number of pending cases had, dur-
ing the preceding administration, been greatly
increased under the operation of orders for a
time, suspending final action in a large part of
the cases augmenting in the West and North-
west, and by the subsequent use of unusual
methods of examination. Only those who are
familiar with the conditions uuder which our
agricultural lands have been settled can appre-
ciate the serious and often fatal consequences
to the settler of u&rolicy that puts his title un-
der suspicion, or delays the issuance of his pat-
ent. While care is tuken to prevent and to ex-
pose fraud, it should not be imputed without
reason. 1The manifest purpose of the home-
stead and pre-emption laws was to promote the
settlement of the public domain by per-
sons having & bona fide intent to make
a home upon the selected lands. Where this
intent is well established and the requirements
of the law have been substantially complied
with, the claimant is entitled to a prompt and
friendly consideration of his case, but where
there is reason to believe that the claimant is
the mere agent of another who is seeking to
evade a law intended to promote small hold-
ings and to secure by fraudulent methods large
tracts of timber and other lands, both principal
and agent should not only be thwarted in their
fraudulent purpose, but should be made to feel
the full penalties of our criminal statutes, The
laws should be so administered as not to con-
found these two classes, and to visit penalties
only upon the latter,

The unsettled state of the titles to large bod-
ies of lands in the territories of New Mexico
and Arizona has greatly retarded the develop-
ment ot those territories. Provision should be
made by laws for the prompt trial and final ad-
justment before a judicial tribunal or commis-
sioner of ell claims based upon Mexican grants,
It is not just to an intelligent and enterprising
people that their peace should be disturbed
and prosperity retarded by these old conten-
tions. 1 express the hope that differences of
opinion as to methods may yieid to the irgency
o1 the case.

OUR PENSIONS,

The law now provides a pension for every
goldier and sailor who was mustered into the
gervice of the United States during the eivil
war and is now suffering from wounds or dis-
case having an origin in the service and in the
line of duty. Two of the three necessary facts,
viz., muster and disability, are ususlly suscept-
ible of easy proofs; but the third, origin in the
service, i. often difficuit, and in many deserv-
ing cases impossible, to establish. That very
many of those who endured the hardships of
our most bloody and arduous campaigns are
now disabled from diseases that had a real but
not traceable origin in the service I do not
doubt. Besides these there is another class,
composed of men many of whom served an en-
listment of three full years. and of re-enlisted
veterans who added a fourth year of service,
who escaped the casualties of Dbattle
and the assaults of discase, who were
always readv for any detail, who were in every
battle of their command and were mustered
out in sound health and have, since the close
of the war while fighting with the same indom-
itable and independent spirit the contests of
civil life been overcome by disease or casualty.
I am not unaware teat the pension roll already
involves & very large annual expenditure,
neither am I deterred by that faet from recom-
mending that congress grant a penston to such
honorably discharged soldiers and sailors of
the civil war as having rendered substantial
pervice during the war are now dependent upon
their own labor for & maintenance, and by dis-
ease or casualty are incapacitated from earning
it. Many of the men who would beincluded in
this form_of relief are now dependent upon
public aid, and it does not in my judgment,
consist with the national honor that
they shall continue to subsist upon the
local relief given indiscriminately to paupers
instead of upon the special and generous pro-

vision of the nation they served so gallantly’

and unselfishly. Our people will, Iam sure,
very generally appro=s such legislation. And
] am equally sure that the survivors of the
Union &rmi and navy will feel a grateful sense
of relief when#his worthy and suffering class
of their comrades is fairly cared for,

There are some manifest inequalities in the
existing law that should be remedied. To
some of these the secretary of the interior has
called attention. It is gratifying to be able to
state that by the adoption of new and better
methods in the War department the calls of the
pension offices for information as to military
and hospital records of pension claimants are
now promptly answered, and the injurious and
vexatious delays that have heretofore occurred
are entirely avoided. This will greatly facili-
tate the adjustment of all pending claims,

. THE NEW STATES.

The advent of four new states, Bouth Dakota,
North Dakota, Montana and Washington, into
the Uuion under the constitution, in the same
month, and the admission of their duly chosen
revresentatives to our national congress at the
game session, is anevent as unexampled as it
is interesting. The certification of the votes
cast and of the congtitutions adopted in each
of the states was filed with me, as required by
the eighth section of the act of February 22,
1889, by the governors of said territories re-

spectively. Having, after acareful examina-,

tion, found that the several constitutions and
governments were republican in form, and not
repugnant to the constitution of the United
States; that all the provisions of the act of con-
gress had been complied with, and that a ma-

jority of the votes cast in each of said proposed
states was in favor of the adoption of the con-
stitution submitted therein, I did so declare, by
a separate proclamation as to each; as to North
Dakota and South Dakota, on Saturday,
November 2; as to Montana on Friday, Novem-
ber 8, and as to Washingfon on Mondav, No-
vember 11. Each of these states has within it
resources, the development of which will em-
ploy the energies of and yield a comfortabie
subsistence to a great population. The smallest
of these new states, Washington,stands twelfth,
and the largest, Montana, third, among the
forty-two in area. The people of these states
are already well trained, intelligent and patri-
otic American citizens, having common inter-
ests and sympathies with those'of the older
states, and a common purpose to defend the in-
tegrity and uphold the honor of the nation,

FOR PROTECTION OF RAILROAD MEN.

The attention of the inter-state commerce
commission has been called to the urgent need
of congressional legislation for the better pro-
tection of the lives and limbs of thos¢ engaged
in operating the great inter-state freight lines
of the country, and especially of yardmen and
brakemen. A petition signed by nearly 10,000
railway brakemen was oresented to the com-
mission ssking steps might be taken to bring
about the use of automatic braies and couplers
on freight cars. At a meeting of state raiiroad
commissioners and their accredited repre-
senta.ives held at Washington in March last,
upon the invitation of the inter-state commerce
commission, a resolution was unanimously
adopted urging the commission ‘‘to consider
what can be done to prevent the loss of life
and limb in coupling and uncoup-
ling freight cars, and in handling
the brakes of such cars."” During the year end-
ing June 30, 1888, over 2000 railroad employes
were killed in the service and more than 20,000
injured. It is eompetent, I think, for congress
to require uniformity in the construction of
cers used in inter-state commerce, and the use
of improved safety appliances upon such trains,
Time will be necessary to make the needed
changes, but an earnest and intelligent begin-
ning should be made at once. It is a reproach
to our civilization that any class of American
workmen should, in the pursuit of a necessary
and useful vocation, be subjected to a peril of
liffe and limb as great as that of a soldier in time
of war.

THE NEW DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.

The creation of an executive department to
be known as the Department of Agriculture by
the act of February 9 last, was a wise and
timely response to a request which had long
been respectfully urged by the farmers of the
country. DBut much remains to be done to per-
fect the organization of the department so that
it may fairly realize the expectations which its
creation excited. 1n this connection attention
is called to the suggestions contained in the
report of the secrctary, which is herewith sub-
mitted. The need of a law officer for the de-
partment, such as is provided for the other ex-
ecutive departments, is manifest. The failure
of last congress to make the usual provision
for the publication of the annual report should
be promptiy remedied. The public interest in
the report and its value to the farming com-
munity, I am sure, will not be diminished un-
der the new organization of the departinent,

I recommend that the weather service be sep-
arated from the War department and be estag-
lished as a bureau in the Department of Agri-
culiture. This will involve an entire reorgani-
zation both of the weather bureau and of the
signal corps, making oi the first a purely civil
organization and of the other a purely military
staff corps. The report of the chief signal offi-
cer shows that the work of the corps on its mil-
itary side has been deteriorating.

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA AFFAIRS.

The interests of the people of the District ot
Columbia should not be lost sight of in the

ressure for consideration of measures affect-
ng the whole country. Having no legislature
of its own, either municipal or general, its peo-
ple must look to congress for the regulation of
all those eoncerns that in the states are the sub-
ject of local control. Our whole people have
an interest that the national capital should be
made attractive and beautiful,' although
all that is requested for social order should be
well  maintained. The laws regulating
the sale of intoxicating drinks in
the  district should ba revised with
8 view to bringing the traffic under stringent
limitations and control, In execution of the
power conferred upon me by the act making
appropriations for the expenses of the District
of Columbia, for the year ending June 30, 1889,
Idid, on the 17th day of August last, appoint
Rudolph Hering of New York, Samuel M. Gray
of Rhode Island and Frederick P. S8tearng of
Massachueetts, three eminent sanitary en-
gineers, to examine and report upon the sys-
tem of sewerage existing in the District of Co-
lumbia. This report, which is not yet com-
pleted, will be in due course submitted to con-
ress.
5 The report of the commissioners of the dis-
trict is herewith transmitted, and the attention
of congress is called to the suggestions con-
tained therein.

THE WORLD'S FAIR.

The proposition to observe the 400th anniver-
sary of the discovery of America by the open-
ing of & world’s fair or exposition in some one
of our great cities will be presented for eonsid-
eration of congress. The value and interest of
such an exposition may well claim the promo-
tion of the general government.

CIVIL*SERVICE COMMISSION,

On the 4th-of March last the civil-service com-
mission had but a'single member. The vacan-
cies were filled on 'the 7th day of May, and
since then the commigsioners have been indus-
triously, though with an inadequate force, en-
gaged in enacting the law. They were assured
by me that a cordial support would be given
them in the faithful and impartial entorce-
ment of the statnte and of the rules and regula-
tions adopted in and of ir. Heretofore the
book of eligibles has been closed to every

one, except as certifications were made
upon the requisition * of the appointing
officers. This secrecy was the source
of much sugpicion  and of many

charges of favoritism in the administration of
the law. What is secret is always suspected
and what is open can be judged. The commis-
sion, with the full approval of &ll its members,
has now opened the list of eligibles to the pub-
lic. The eligible lists tor the classified post-
oflices and custom-houses are now publicly
posted in the respective offices, as are also the
certifications for appointments. The purpose
of the civil-service law was absolutely to ex-
clude any other consideration in connection
with appointments under it than that of merit
as tested by examinations. The business pro-
ceeds upon the theory that both the examining
boards and the appointing officers are abso-
lutely ignorant as to the political views and
association of all persons on the civil-service
ligts. It is not too much to say, however, that
some recent congressional investigations have
somewhat shattered public confidence in the
impartiality of the selections for appointment.

The reform of the civil service will make no
safe or satisfactory advence until the present
law and its equal administration are well es-
tablished in the confidence of the people. It
will be my pleasure, as it is my duty, to see that
the law is executed with firmnesss and impar-
tiality. If some of its provisions have been
fraudulently evaded by appointing-oflicers, our
resentment should not suggest the repeal of
the iaw, butreiorm in its administration. We
should haveone view of the matter, and hold it
with a sincerity that is not affected by the con-
sideration that the party to which we belong is
for the time in power.

My predecessor, on the 4th day of January,
1889, by an executive order to take effect March
15, brought the railway mail service under the
operation of the civil-service law. Provision
was made that the order should take effect
sooner in any state where an eligible list
was sooner obtained. On the 1ith day of
March, Mr. Lyman, then the only member of
the commission, reported to me in writing that
it would not be possible to have the list of eligi-
ble ready before May 1, and requested that the
taking effect of the order be postponed until
that time, which was done, subject to the same
provision contained in the original order as to
states in which an eligible list wag sooner ob-
tained.

As aresult oi the revision of the rules, of the
new classification, and of the inclusion of the
railway mail service, the work of the commis-
sion has been greatly increased, and the pres-
ent clerical force is found to be inadequate. I
recommend that the additional clerks asked by
the commission be appropriated for. The duty
of appointment is devolved by the constitution
or by the law, and the appointing ofiicers are
properly held to a high responsibility in its
exercise. The growth of the country and the
consequent increase of the civil list have mag-
nified this function of the executive dispropor-
tionately. It can not be denied, however, that
the labor connected with this necessary work
isincreased often to the point of actual distress
by the sudden excessive demands that are
made upon an incoming administration for re-
movals and appointments. But, on the other
hand, it is not true that incumbency is
a8 conclusive argument for a continuance
in office. Impartiality, moderation, fidelity to
public duty and a good attainmentin the dis-
charge of it, must be added before the argu-
ment is complete. When those holding ad:
ministrative office so conduct themselves as to
conviuce just political opponents that no party
conulderation or bias affects in any way the
discharge of their public duties, we can more
easily stay the demand for removals. Iam sat-
isfied that both in an out of the classified
service great benefit would accrue from the
adoption of some systema by which the officer
would receive the distinction and benefit that
in all private employments- comes from excep-
tional faithfulness and effioiency in the per-
formance of duty. I have suggested to heads

of the executive departments that they
congider whether & record might not
be kept in each bureau of

all those elements that are covered by termsa
“faithfulness” and “efficiency’” and a rating
made showing the relative merits of the clerks
of each class, this rating to be regarded as a
test of merit in making promotions. I have
also suggested to the postmaster general that
he adopt some plan by which he can, upon the
basis of the reports to the department and of
frequent inspections, indicate the relative
merit of postmasters of each class. They will
be appropriately indicated in the official regis-
ter and in the report of the department. That
& great stimulous would be given to the whole
service I do not doubt, and such a record would
pe the best defense againstinconsiderate re-
movals from office.

NATIONAL AID TO EDUCATION,

The interest of thegoneral government in the
education of the people found an early ex-
pression, not only in the thoughtful and some-
tin.es warning utterances of our ablest states-
men, but in liberal appropriations from the
common resources for the support of education

in the naw g*stes, No ~o will deny thet it
of the g a st nations @ n -ern that those w10
hold ti.c wiluaate cou public r

should have the necessary inteliigenc
to direct and determine m. Natio)
ednecation-has heretofore taken the
land grants, and in that form the cons
&l power of congress to promote the educ

oif the people is not seriously questioned. 1 do
not think it can be snccessiuliy ques-
tioned when the form  is h

to that of a direct grant

from the public treasury. Such aic

as it always has been, suggested by some ex-
ceptional conditions. The¢ sudden emanei

tion of the slaves of the South, the bestowal of
the sufirage, which soon followed, and the im-

pairment of the ability of the states where fhese
new citizens were chiefly found to adequately
provide eduoeational facilities, preseuted not

only exceptional but unexampled conditions.
That the situation has been much ameliorated,
there is no doubt. The ability and interest of
the states nave happily increased. But a great
work remains to be done, and I think the gen-
eral goyernment should lend its aid. Asthe
suggestion of a national grantin aid of education
grows chiefly out of the conaition and needs
of the emancipated slave and his descendants
the relief should, as far as possible, while
necessarily proceeding upon some general
lives, be applied to the need that suggested it,
It is essential, if much good is to be sccom=
vlished, that the sympathy and active interest
of the people of the states should be enlisted,
that the methods adepted gshould be such as to
stimulate and not to supplant local taxation
forschool purposes, As one congress can not
bind a succeeding one in such a case, and as
the effort must in some degree be experiment-
al, I recommend that any appropriation made
for this purpose be so limited in annual amount
and as to the time over which itis to extend
as will, on the one hand, give the local school
authorities opportunity to make the best use of
the first year's allowance, and on the other,
deliver them from the temptation to unduly
postpone the assumption of the waole burden
themselves.

A WORD FOR THE COLORED PEOPLE.,

The colored people did not intrude thems-
selveés upou us; they were brought here in
chains and held in the communities where they
are now chiefly found by a cruel slave code.
Happily for both races they are now free. They
have, from a standpoint of ignorance and pov-
erty, which was our shame, not theirs, made
remarkable advances in education and in the ac-
quisition of property. They have, as a people,
shown themselves to be friendly and faithiul
toward the white race under temptations of
tremnendous strength. They have their repre-
sentatives in the national cemeteries, where a
grateful government has gathered the ashes of
those who died in its defense. They have fur-
nished to our regular army regiments thathave
won high = praise from their command-
ing officers  for courage and soldierly
quaiities and for fidelity to the enlist-
ment oath. In civil life they are now
the toilers of their communities, making their
full contribution to the widening streams of
prosperity which these communities are serv-
ing. Their sudden withdrawal would stop
vroduction and bring disorder into the house-
hold as well as the shop. Generally they do
not desire to quit their homes, and their em-
ployers resent the interference of the emigra-
tion agents who seek to stimulate such a desire.
But, notwithstanding all this, in many parts of
our country where the colored population is
large the people of that race are, by various
devices, deprived of any effective exercise of
their political rights and of many of their civil
rights. The wrong doesnot expend itgelf upon
those whose votes are suppressed. Every constit-
uency in the Union is wroneged. It has been the
hope of every patriot that a sense of justice and
of respect forthelaw would work a gradual
cure of these flagrant evils. Surely, no one
supposes that the present can be accepted as a
permanent condition. If it is said that these
communities must work out this problem for
themselyves, we have a right to ask whether
they are at work upon it? Do they suggest any
solution? When and under what conditions is
the black man to have a free ballot? When is
he in fact to have those full eivil rights which
have 8o long been his in law? When isthat
equality of influence which our form of govern-
ment was intended to secure to the electors to
be restored? This generafion should cour-
ageously face these grave questions, and not
leave them as a heritage of woe to the next.
The consuitation ghould proceed with can-
dor, calmness and great patience upon
the lines of justice and humanity,
not ‘of prejudice and cruelty. No question in
our country can be at rest except upon the firm
base of justice and of the law. I earnestly in-
voke the attentiou of congress to the considera-
tion of such measures within its well-defined
constitutional powers as wiil secure to all our
people a free exercise of the right of suffrage
and every other civil right under the constitu-
tion and laws of the United States. No evil,
howevyer deplorable, can justify the assumption,
either on the part of the executive orof con-
gress, of powers not granted; but both will be
highly blamable if all the powers granted are
not wisely but firmly used to correct these
evils. The power to take the whole
direction and control of the "election of
members of the house of representatives
is clearly given to the general government. A
partial and gualified supervision of these clee-
tions is now provided for by law, and in my
opinion this law may be so strengthened ane
extended as to secure, on the whole, better re-
sults than can be attained by a law taking all
the processes of such glections into federal corr-
trol. The colored man should be protected in
all of hig relations to the federal government,
whether as litigant, juror or witness in
courts, a8 an elector for members of coungress,
or a8 a peaceful traveler upon our inter-state
railways.
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THE MERCHANT MARINE.

There is nothing more justly humiliating to
the national pride and nothing more hurtiul to
the national prosperity than the inferiority of
our merchant marine compared with that of
other nations whose general resources, wealth
and seacoast lines do not suggest any reason
for their supremacy on the sea. It was not al-
ways 80, and our people are agreed, I think,
that it shall not continue to be so, 1t is not
possible in this communication to discuss the
causes ot the decay of our shipping interests or
the differing methods by which it is }»mponvd
to restore them. The statement of a few well-
authenticated facts and some general sugges-
tions as to legislation is all that is practicable.
That the great steamship lines sailing
under the flags of England, France,
Germany, Spain and Italy, and engaged in for-
eign commerce, were promoted, and have since
been, and now are, liberally aided by grants of
public money in one form or another, is gen-
erally known. That the American lines of
steamships have been abandoned by usto an
unequal contest with the aided lines of other
nations until they have been withdrawn, or, in
the few cases where they are still maintained,
are subject to serious disadvantages, is a mat-
ter of common knowledge. The present situa-
tion is such that travelers and merchandise
find Liverpool oiten & necessary intermediate
point between New York and some of the
South American capitals. The fact that some
of the delegates from South American States
to the conference of American nations, ncw
in session at Waghington, reached our shores
by revising that line of travel, is very conclu-
sive of the needs of such a conference, and
very suggestive as to the first and most neces-
sary step in the direction of fuller and more
beneficial intercourse with nations that are
now neighbors upon the lines of latitude but
not upon the lines of established commercial
intercourse.

I recommend that such appropriations be
made for ocean mail service in American
steamships between our ports and those of Cea-
tral and South America, China, Japan and the
important islands in both of the great oceans,
as will be liberally remunerative for the serv-
ice rendered, and as will encourage the estab-
lishment and in some fair degree equalize the
chances of American steamship lines in the
competitions which they must meet. Thatéhe
American states lying south of us will cordially
co-operate in establishing and maintaining
such lines of steamships to their principal
ports, I do not doubt.

We should also make provision for a naval
reserve, to consist of such merchant ships of
American construction and of a specified ton-
nage and speed, as the owners will consent to
place at the use of the government in case of
need as armed cruisers., England has adopted
this policy and as a result can now, upon ne-
cessity, at once place upon her navel list some
of the fastest steamships in the world. A
proper supervision of the construction of such
vessels would make their conversion into ef-
fective ships of war very easy.

Iam an advocate of economy in our national
expenditures, but it is a misuse of terms to
make this word describe a policy that with-
holds an expenditure for the purpose of ex-
tending our foreign commerce, the enlarge-
ment and improyement of our merchant
marine, the development of a sufficient body
of trained American seamen, the promotion of
rapid and regular mail communication be-
tween the ports of other countries and our own,
and the adaptation of large and swift Ameri-
can merchant steamships to naval uses in

time of war for public purposes of the
highest concern. The enlarged participation
of our people in the carrying trade,

the new and increaséd markets that will be
open for the products of our farms and
factories, and the fuller and better employ-
ment of our mechanics, which will result from
a liberal promotion of our foreign commerce
insure the widest possible diffusion of benefit
to all the states and to all our people. Every-
thing is most propitious for the present in-
suguration of a liberal and progressive policy
upon this subjeet, and we should enter upon
it with promptness and decision.

The legiglation which I have suggested, it is
gincerely believed, will promote the peace and
honor of our ecountry and the prosperity and se-
curity of the people.

I invoke the diligent and serious attention of
congress to the consideration of these and such
other measures as may be presented, having
the same great end in view.

BENJAMIN HARRISON,

Ezecutive Mansion, Washington, Dee, 3, 1880,

On the pension roll in Ohio Montgomery
county leads with 3137; Hamilton isnext
with 2686, Franklin next with 1788, and
Cuyahoga next with 1368. No other county
runs into a thousand, Carroll county hav-
ing the lowest, with only 185.

The services at Woodland Avenue Pres-
byterian church at Cleveland were varied
Sunday by the expulsion of two prominent
members, D. W. Harrison, the missing
hardware merchant, and B. 8. Barrett, the
over-in-Canada piano dealer.




DEPARTMENT
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secretnry «f War.

WasmiNneToN, Nov, 24,—The report of
Redfield Proctor as secretary of war is out.
The expenditures of appropriations under
the direction of the secretary of war for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1889, were as
follows: Salaries and contingent expenses,
$1,963.0i5.15; military establishment—
—support o! the Army and Military acad-
emy, ¥24.314.697. 33 ; public works, including
river and harborimprovements, $13,481,833;
miscellaneous objects, §6,804,574.26; total
$46,654,121.74

The appropriations for the current fiscal
gonr ending June 30. 1390, are as follows:
alaries and contingent expenses, $1,953,-
680; military estubiishment—support of
the Army and Militury academy, $24 352 -
220.46; public works, including river and
barbor improvements, i3.624; mis-
cellaneous objects, §4,119,765.72; total $33,-
959,200.18.

The large difference between the appro-
rrlulinns for the present and the last year
s mainly due to the reduction in the ap-
propriation for public works,
river and harbor improvements.

The estimates of this departmment for the
next fiscal year ending June 30, 1891, are as
follows: Salaries and contingent expenses,
$2,013,650; military establishment—sup-
vort of Army and Military academy, $25,-
403,148.86 ; puhhq works, $11.190,134.74;
miscellaneous objects, §5,551,040.85; total
$44,157,973.95,

including

THE ARMY.

The major general commanding submits
his report of the operations of the army
for the past year, together with the reports
of the division and department command
ers. The reports are 1ull and important,
They show a satisfactory state of drill and
discipline, progress in instruction of the
troops. and improvement in sanitary ar-
rangements, quurters, water supply, means
of recreation, and other matters that con-
cern their personal comtort and welfare,
He recommends the reorganization of the
artillery, making seven regiments instead
of five, and dropping the additional first
lientenants, these extra subaltern officers
being, in bis judgment, nolonger necessary.

I fully concur in his recommendation
and deem it very important that authority
for these new regiments should be granted.
In view of the diminished requirement for
the use of the army against the Indians, it
may seem at ftirst that no additional force
is required; ut even 1 times of the most
perfect apparent security the strength ol
the army shiould bear some proportion to
the population of the country.

Froui vur great increase of population,
the relative strength of the army is rapidiy
diminishing. In 1870, with an enlisted
strength of not quite 10,000 larger than
now, the ratio of enlisted men 10 popula-
tion was one-eleventh of 1 per cent., or one
man out of 1105; in 1880, with the enlisted
strength 1000 less than it 18 now, one-
twentieth of 1 per cent. At the present
time, with a population of 65,000,000, it is
J089, or less than one-twenty-tifih of 1 per
cent., being one man for every 2669 of pop-
ulation. The authorized strength of the
army is now 3,000, bur only 25,000 is ap-
propriated for. On the full basig of 30,000,
its relative strength to population would
still be consideravly less than in 1880, and
one-haif what it was in 1870,

The organization of these two regiments
is required by the change in situation, as a
larger proportion of the force is needed for
sea-coast defense, and it should be made,
if 1n no other way, by the reorganization
of two regiments from the other arwms of
the service, But this is not calied for,
would not be the best policy, and I trust
will not be considered. Whether one or
both of these new regiments may not he of
colored men jis worthy of consideration,
There are now two regimeunts of infantry
and two of cavalry of colored men, and
their record for good service is excellent.
They are neat, orderly and obedient, are
seldom brought before courts-martial, and
rarely desert. They would seem to be
especially well adapted for service at sonie
of the sea-coast fortifications, and the dis-
cipline and instruction received would
benefit them and be a public good.

THREE-BATTALION FORMATION,

Nearly every warlike power has adopted
the three-batialion formation for infantry,
Persia, China and the United States are
almost alone in adhering to the single
battalion system, The requirements of
our service have been such as to give scant
opportunity for the study and trial of new
ideas, During our civil war only the
present exigency could be considered; at
other times our little army has been
scattered in small detachments over our
vast domain. The conditions are now
changed, "The larger part of the army can
soon be at regimental, or at least,
battalion posts,

The necessity for this formation in the
infantry is even greater than in the cavalry
and artillery, where it has long been the
rule. Thereason for the change, always
gtrong, has now, in view of the greater de-
ployment necessary because of the improve-
ments in small arms, become imperative,
Twelve years ago the report to congress of
officers sent to investigate the armies of

urope and Asia, and to suggest what
changes should be made in our army to
modernize and perfect it, strongly urged
the adoption of this system. Generals
Grant, Sherman and Sheridan have recom-
mended it, and it is favored by the leading
officers in our present service. From a
military standpoint the question does not
seem to require evidence or argument, but
nerely examination and action. With
this change and the elimination of the
extra first lieutenants of artillery, the or-
ganization of the three arms of* the service
will be, as it should be, uniform and upon
one harmonious basis.

The accepted interpretation of the stat-
ute with reference to promotions in the
army makes them regimentally up to the
rank of captain. The incidents ot the sery-
ice and accidents of life often give rise to
rapid advancement in one regiment over
others, One reason which is conceived to
have led to the adoption of the prevailing
rule on this subject when the country was
sparsely settled and means of transporta-
tion made it extremely difficult and oiten
dangerous to pass from one post to anoth-
er, 120 longer exists. General Schofield is
of opinion, 1n which many of the leading
officers of the army agree, thatall promo-
tions up to the grade of colonel ghould be
by arme of the service, and that hereafter
officers should *‘be commissioned in the
arm of the servige to which they belong,
and not in particular regiments, so that
they may be assigned to regiments and
transferred from one regiment to another
by the president as the interests of the
service may require.”’

RETIRED LIST.

Under the acts of congress approved
June 18 1878, and March 8, 1883, the retired
hist—other than retirements under the act
of June 30, 1¢82, for forty years' service,
and by virtue ot the sixty-four years’ pro-
vision-~is limited t0 400, I invite your at-
tenuon to the fact that the adjutant gen-
eral reports that there are now 48 officers
of the army who have been found incapac-
itated for active service and recommended
for retirement, waiting to be placed upon
the retired list, which can not ve done, as
the list is full. The average number so
waiting retirement during the last six
years is 37, and during the past two vears
it has been increasing. The result is that
these incapacitated officers continue to
draw full pay while rendering no gervice
whatever for the government, and ‘‘other
officers who are doing the dutv of these in-
capacitated officers are kept out of their
promotions and out of the pay they should
receive for the duties thev are discharg-
ing.” Itisa benefitto which the incapaci-
tated officer has no claim, akhd a greatin-
justice to all officers in active service
whose promotion is retarded thereby, Al-
though in some corps the need of officers is
pressing, the department is powerless to
fiil the places of those thus incapacitated,

The adjutant general recommends that
all restrictions be removed as to the num-
ber of retirements, Such action bas before
been recommended by the late Ceneral
Bheridan, as well as by my immediate
predecessor. In view of the fact, however,
that the present exigencies of the case can
be met Dy an extension of the limit, and
that there is reusonab'e ground to suppose
that it would also provide for the future, I
refrain from recommending so radical a
change, but do recommend that the limit
be extended to 450, or that an act be passed
authorizinz the special retirement of not
to exceed 50 «flicers.

1fitis oijected that the list is already
Jarge, it should be remembered that the
act oi July 28, 1866 vxproas‘lyI\rovided that
a large number of the original vacancies in

the regular army should be filled by offlcers

who had been wounded in the volunteer
service, Many o:! these have since been
placed on the limited retired list, and, in-
deed, of the full 400, the record shows that
370 were in the service during the war of
the rebellion. Also of the 400 officers thus
retired, 91 would have been now on theun-
limited list by reason of age, leaving only
?‘bum 300 justly chargeable to the limited
1st,
DESERTIONS.

Public attention has been called to the
matter of desertion, and the impression
doubtless prevails thatit is on the increase.
This is not entirely correct, In consider-
ing the statistics it must be borne in mind
that nearly three fourtlis (last year 72 per
cent.) of the desertions occur during the
first year of eniistment, so that the per-
centage of desertions to enlistments is the
more correct guide than the percentage to
the total strength, The matter of climate,
location, ete., bas but little determining in-
fluence. o

l'ables prepared by the adjutant general
indicate thav the matter of climate, loca-
tion, ete., has but little determining infiu-
ence, Thr percentage of desert ons during
the last year at ten of the coldest posts
was the same as at ten of the warmest, At
len of the healthiest posts in the Division
of the Missouri it was 1 per cent. more
than at ten of the unhealthiest. The per-
centage east of the MississippP river was
11 per coant.; west of the Mississippi
river, but not inciuding the Pacific coast,
it was 12 per cent,, while on the Pacific
coast only 9 per cent. ‘T'he desertion in the
difievent arms of the service was 13 per
cent, of the average number of men in the
first eight regiments of cavalry; 12 per
cent. in the 1oot artillery; 27 per cent. 1n
the light batteries, and 12 per cent. in the
first twenty-three regiments of infantry.
From the two colored regiments of cavalry
and the two colored regiments of infantry:
it was only 2 per cent., a fact worthy of
par.icular attention,

The subject has been carefully consid-
ered by many officers of the army, and by
enlisted men as well, and I have received
many able and nteresting reports from
both officers and men. The causes as-
signed are too numerous to recapitulate;
resilessness under the restraints of dis-
cipline, disapvointment a: the details of
the service and of its lack of inducements,
dissipation, and in some ceases 1ll treat-
ment are generally the causes found to
exist, while some deserters undoubtedly
are proiessional repeaters and belong to
the vicious or eriminal classes.

Investigation does not disciose thau ill
treatment prevails to any appreciable ex-
tent. That it has existed in some degree,
and especinliy at the beginning of the serv-
ice in recruiting barracks, is a fact; but it
has been the exception, Illconsidered and
thoughtless treatment is quite as bad. The
employment of enlisied men in ordinary
labor undoubtedly creates discontent; but
the major general commanding well says
in his report: “The government can not
employ hired laborer to do the work which
the troops haye time to do for themselves.”
This element of the service can not be
wholly removed, but recruits should be
made fully acquainted with jts existence,

Unnecessary restraintshould be removed
and the soldier’s life . post be made as
comforiable and pleasant as possible. The
company is a natural unit of military or-
ganization, and in our presenit service
often times the only possible one. ‘‘Every
captain should be to his company asa
father, and should treat it as his family,
as his children.”” A check roll-call has re-
cently been substituted for tatioo, so that
men are no longer required to turn out at 9
p. m, in eold or storm. It is believed that
the establishment of canteens, which will
soon, to a great extent, take the pilace of
the post trader’s store, will be salutary.

Since the figu res show that it is princi-
pally recruits or new men who desert, great
caré and painstaking is required in the re-
cruiting service itself. It is a question
whether the location of recruiting offices
in or near large cities secures the best ma-
terial, and the subject of regimental re-
cruiting has been considered, As an ex-
periment, the department has anthorized
the Bleventh infantry, which now occu-
vies a number of posts in northern New
York, to do its own recruiting in the towns
and villages within convenient reach of its
respective stations. The department will,
as far as possible, assign recruits from one
section to the same company or regiment.

With a view to the improvement of the
recruiting service, an estimate for an in-
creased appropriation for the next fiscal
year has been submitted. If it can be suec-
cessfally improved thereby, however,
many times the amount will be saved,
I'hese and kindred questions, so far as
they lie within the power of the depart-
ment under existing laws, will receive
earnest consideration.

The pith of the whole question is to make
the service worth seeking, and then enough
good men will seek it and be glad to stay
init. It is an instructive fact that the sol-
diers in the colored regiments rarely de-
sert, whereas the jercentage of desertion
in the rest of the army is so large. Their
previous condition in ecivil life largely ex-
plainsit. Tothecolored man the service of-
fers a career; tothe white man too often only
a reiuge. There is now buu little incentive
for young and intelligent men to make a
protession of soldiering. 'The hope of
achieving a commission is but slight. The
most deserving are made warrant officers;
but even then they receive less compensa-
tion than the private soldier who is placed
upon extra duty.

The distance between the highest grade
of mon-commissioned officer and the com-
missioned ofticer is great, far too great in
my judgment, It would be wisdom to de-
crease that distance. In so far as the
question is an administrative one, the de-
partment must continue to meet it experi-
mentally, correcting abuses where found
to exist, and instituting innovations it
necessary. It is but just for me to say
that the commissioned officers are in
earnest in their desire to correct this evil,
and are giving to its solution their hearty
efforts.

To a considerable extent, however, the
remedies lie with congress, and I submit
the following recommendations:

1. Make the pay of non-commissioned offi-
cers of infantry, cavalry and artillery the
same as now established by law for like
grades in the engineers. More bright and
ambitious young men might be thus in-
duced to enter the service.

2. Give the soldier an opportunity to soim-
prove himself that when he leaves the serv-
ice he may be better fitted for civil
life than when he entered it. Post
schools should be established, where not
only instruction by lessons and lectures
should be given i1n mutters pertaining to
nmihtary service, but also in the
elementary branches of mathematics,
science, mechanics,surveying, engineering,
arawing, etc. All officers are qualitied to
gsupervige or do this work. Tt would have
no tendency to relax discipline, but would
establish a new relation between the com-
pany officers, especially the subalterns and
enlisted men, that would ve beneficial to
both and help to remedy some of the evils
of the present military administration
Something has aiready been done in this
direction, and several schools have been es-
tablished. Officers who have served on
college detail are especially fitted for this
work, But an appropriation is necessary
for books, apparatus, school-rooms, ete,, in
order to give opportunities for a fair triai
of the plan.

3. Authorize re-enlistments for one or
more years at posts where a soldier is dis-
charged, A man will sometimes re-enlist
for a short time when he will not for the
full term. If the government is not sub-
jected to the cost of transportation and in-
struction, the great objection to short
terms of service is removed. Men re-en-
listed for a short term would not desert,

4. Make a code of punishment suited to
titnes of peace, which is less arbitrary but
more certain, a subject which 1 treat eise-
where under the héad of military law,

Other points which are strongly recoms=
mended by many prominent officers and
have much to commend them are:

1. Authorize enlistments for three years
only. If aman has not the elements of a
goidier, or is himself dissatisfied with the
gervice, it is better to release him within a
reasonable time,

2, For the same reason, give the soldier
in time of peace the privilege of purchas-

ing his discharge under well-defined regu-
lavions.

3. Retain some part of the soldier’s pay,
which he forfeits by desertion, but which
otherwise would augment his savings at
the time of his discharge.

‘I'hese suggestions are aimed at removing

the cuuses of desertion, which is the true,

principle for any legislation: but with the
best laws and the best administration,
there is a certain class of men who will de-
sert unless restrained by a system of pun-
ishment elfectively administered.

1t 18 an unfortunate fact that thereisa

present a tendency in public opinion to at
ieast palliate the offense of desertion, and
with the legal difficulties now in the way of
securing their recapture, the statistics
show that only one out of every five de-
serters is ever arrested and brought to
trial. The atiention of congress is there-
fore invited to the recommendations of the
acting judge advocate peneral for permit-
ting and directing the arrest of deserters
by civil officers and otherwise rendering
their capture more ceriain and speedy

[Here is an eiaborale report on West
Point, subsistence, inspections and ord-
nance. |

NATIONAL GUARD.

The discinline and efficiency of the Na-
tional Guard is universally commended,
It was evidenced by their appearance at
the centennial celebration in New York,
April 30 last, and the promptness and
celerity with which their concentration
was effected. OfF their vualue as areserve
military force and an essential elemment in
any feasible scheme of const defenses [
treat elsewhere, As an educational insti-
tution also it deserves encouragement and
support

1he aggregate of this reserve army, reg-
ularly organized and uniformed, is 106,500
nen, and the presentannual appropriation
of Congress lor their armament and equip-
ment 1g only §400.000. or about $3.75 yper
man. The first appropriation {or this pur-
pose, in 1803, was $200,000—ope-hall the
amount now availabla—while in the mean-
time our population has increased seven-
lold. I know of no manner in which a
generous appropriation can be more ad-
vantageousiy employed to provide against
luture military contingencies, and believe
that the current appropriation should be
increased. “The plen of plucing a small
force of the regular army with the mihtia
of the aifferent states in their encamp-
ments, as suggested from several sources,
appears to me an admirable one,

MILITARY INETRUCTION AT COLLEGES,

Military instruction in colleges bears
much the same relation to the wmilitary re-
sources of the country as the educaiional
features of the National Guard, Its object
is well stated by the adjutant general in his
report who says: ‘“lhe law authorizing
the detail of officers of the army contem-
plated thut their services as professors of
military science and tactics would be tle
means of diffusing, in large educational
establishments, instruction in military
studies and habits and make of the insti-
tutions selected natural ieeders for the
militia in the states in which such colleges
are Jocated, as the natural aptitude of
American youths for mihtary exercises,
when supplemented by timely and practi-
cal instruction, would undoubtedly lead
them later to enroil themselves in their
state militia, to the great advantage and
increased efficiency of that important
branch of national defense.”’

The data furnished by him are interest-
ing. 1 believe that the interest in this sub-
ject is increasing and its benetits are be-
coming more appreciated, There has lately
been held in this city a convention of the
representatives of colleges having military
lnstruction to consider improvements in
that behalf,

April 25, 1889, a board was ordered to
consider the practicabilivy of prescribing a
uniform system of rules, regulations and
course of study for the guidance of officers
detailed as professors of military science
and tactics at colleges, ard to suggest and
formulate such rules, repulations, ete., as
would lead to the best resuits and secure
practical uniformity in the amount and
character of military instruction at tlie sev-
eral institutions of learning having such
details,

The matter is now under the consider-
ation of the department, which will take
such measures as it finds most advan-
tageous for the success of this service and
for thefullest realization of the advantages
possible under it.

The inspector general suggests in his re-
port whether, as an encouragement to stu-
dents so receiving military instroction, it
would not be well to give the names of the
three best men in each collegein the Army
Register in counection with the honorably
mentioned cadets at West Point.

EXAMINATIONS FOR PROMOTION AND APPOINT-
MENT.

The subject of examinations for promo-
tion in the army has repeatedly received
the attention of its general officers and of
former secretaries, It has been adopted
by all of the leading powers ot Europe; is
in successful operation in our navy, and is
not untried in the army itself, where it is
authorized in a limited degree in the
engineer, ordnance and medical corps.
We require at the Military academy most
exacting preparation for appointment to

the lowest grade in the commis-
sioned service; but once in the serv-
ice and out of the tactical schools

which immediately supplement the Mili-
tary academy, there is thenceforth no re-
uirement that an officer shall continue
the study of his profession which he is
just beginning, and that he must keep
abreast with its most modern improve-
ments. An ofiicer i8 retired for physical
disability, but mental disqualification or
even notorious inefficiency and incompe-
tency is now no bar to his rising to the
highest grade of field officers. An officer
reported deficient at the artiilery, cavalry,
or infantry school can not thereby be de-
barred from promotion.

A gystem of non-competitive examina-
tions with well-defined linmitations is
founded on good sense and supported by
our own experience, as well as that of
those countries where the efficiency of a
standing army is held in the highest pos-
sible estimation. I would call especial at-
tention to the remarks of my predecessor
upon this subject in his report for 1888.
The examination should be so broad in its
application as to require the officer to
show affirmatively that he is qualilied for
the promotion he seeks. It should not,
of course, be a mere book examination, but
should give full credit to an officer’s record
for practical efficiency and usefulnessin
the service, thus avoiding danger of in-
justice to those who may have come in
trom the volunteers or from the ranks.

There can be but few appointments from
civil life to the army, as the laws now
stand. 1f the recommendations either for
the reorganization of the artillery or the
inlantry, or tor the relief of the limited re-
tired list, are favorably acted upon, quite a
number of second lieutenants will be re-
quired, more than the graduating class at
West Point and the annual contingent of
non-commissioned officers recommended
and appointed under the present law will
supply.

The greatly increased efficiency of the
National Guard and the awakened interest
taken in it throughout the country has in-
duced many of our promising young men
to join it. To give these young men a
chance to gain a commission 1n the army
would be a proper recognition and encour-
agenent of that organization, Military
training is also a feature in many of the
collezes and schools, so that there can be
no dgifficulty in se uring exceilent material
if the proper measures *are taken to select
it. From these sources I recommend that
second heutenants selected from civil life
be appointed upon sowme proper system of
examination. .

COAST DEFENSE.

I assume that the exposed condition of
our seacoast requires no proof, nor the ne-
cessity of delending it any argument, If
there is any apparent sense of security
among our peopie itis born mnot of igno-
rance but of thoughtlessness, Alihough
our position and the traditions of our na-
tional diploniacy tend to the maintenance
of peace, a defenseless condition will ever
invite attack. The actual value of the
property thus exposed to a public enemy,
although many times the cost of amply
protectuing it, bears but little propor-
tion to the magnitude of the mate-
rial interests of the whole nation equally
endangered thereby. It is not a local
question, Not oniy is the national honor
ailke dear toall, but a hostile shell in th
sireets of New York strikes the prairies as
well—their corn and wheat share in the
loss. Bull the greater burden will fall upon
the states contiguous to the seaboard in
the immediate maintenance of the militia
a«»qulred to man the defenses in case of

an 2

Uélerity promises to be an essential ele-
ment in any war of the future, We have
shown our ability toequip and place in the
field with rapidity large: tumbers of men,
and could undoubtediy do so again, The
defenses and the armameut, however, nec-
essary for withstanding the atiacks of mod-
ern guns, can not be extemporizea. We
must substantially bave them before the
necessity arises. Their creation is not a
matter of hours and days, bui of months
and years. Hence I aeem it quite as seii
evivent that if we are to have such works
at all they should be begun earnestly and
systematically at once,

I submit as a basis to start from that no
time 1s to be lost in placing the capital of

the country, the cainmercial metropolis on
the Atlantic seaboard, and at least one
port on the Facific in the best possible
siate of defense, How rapidly the work
shall be curried on unul it cinbraces every
impertant vulnerable point jrom the St
John's to the Rio Grande and the ports of
the Pacificis the only question, In my
view progress can not be too rapid. The
major general commanding has given 1n
detail the requirements in armament and
mien for the Auantic aud the Gulf coasts,
and General Miles has devoted special at-
tention to the defenses of the Pacific and
wade an excelient report thereon.

Not only does this subject demand at-
tention row, but fortunately our general
prosperity points to the present as the au-
spic.ous time for | ressing the work, I trust,
tuerefore, that Congress will muake a liberal
appropriation for this purpose. We are
making excellent progress with our navy,
Lut it has no safe base for repairs and sup-
plies or harbor of reiuge in case of accident
or disaster, 1t is impossible to overesti-
mate the services it will render an eacour-
aging and protecting our commerce. But
bowever important it may be to carry our
tlag to foreigu ports, to defenu it in our
own is imperative.

Iv appears by the report of the chief of
the Dburean of ordnavce that we are
now 1n pusﬂiun Lo turn out mortars us
rapidly as we are hxely to be able tomount
them, Defensive works begun July 1, 1800,
could be armed with 8-inch breech-loading
gunus the following year; and under the
approprigtion of September k2, 1858,
beavier guns are also in course of con-
struction. 1'here are now on hand 2000
muzzie-loading guns ayailable lor sea-
coast use, in connection with these ](nlxg-
runge breech loading rifles. Nobne of our
present fortifications would be without
value, but all could be utilized for acces-
sory defense,

Particular attention is invited to the re-
port of the chiet of engineers, which im-
presses upon us the importance of this
subject. It presents estimates for the
commencement of the earthen mortar pan
gun vatteries required at some of our prin-
cipal ports and cives the details of the ex-

penditures of the last appropriation for
the purcbase of submarine mines, ete.,
and estinrates for its conunuation. Our

engineer corps is well equipped for the
miportant duries which the prosecution of
this work would devolve vpon them. The
necessity at sorme of the harbors for posi-
tions of defense more advanced than the
points new held will require legislation em-
powering this department to secure such
sites by purchase or condemnation.

Unee built, the cos. of maintaining a
thorough system of defensive works is com-
paratively small." The major general com-
manding, in bis report, estimates that it
wiil require only 8700 men for the garrison
of defensive works in time of peace. 7This
will be sufficient to care for the armament
and serve as a nucleus for the instruction
ot the militia of the seacoast states, which
must be relied upon tosupply the men need-
ed jor defense in war, and which he esti-
mates at 87,000,

1t is very important that the opportuni-
ty for this instruction should be provided
at once., 'T'hey are now being trained and
are quite eflicient as infantry, light artil-
lery and cavalrv, This has been the best
that could be done. But it is not probable
that their services will be required in large
numbers in either of these arms, for we do
not wish to invade any other country, nor
is ours likely to be invaded by land.
Drilled in bandling heavy guns they
will sapply av a trifling cost the
necessary  reserve for the small
regular contingent maintained in the
defenses. Skitled mechanics will seek a
militia service, which will give them an op-
poriunity to learn the machinery of mod-
ern Leavy artillery. It offers to the Na-
tional Guard of our seaboard states a new
and attractive field for driil and study, and
it is believed that they will take pride in
training themselves 1o man the deiensive
works of their own ports, and will embrace
the opportunity to do so as goon as it is
offered. And there is no service in which
men untried in war bave won such honors
or are co sufe a reliance as in the defense
of fortifications near their own homes.

RIVER AND' HARBOR IMPROVEMENTS,

The works for the improvement of rivers
and harbors have been prosecuted during
the past{iscal year with funds appropriated
by the act of congress of August 11, 1888,
and such balances of former appropria-
tions ag were available, Under section 12
of that act barbor lines have been estab-
lished at several ports. The section pro-
vided that beyond such established lines
‘‘no piers or whaves shall be extended or
deposits made. except under such regula-
tions as may be prescrived from time to
timme” by the secretary of war, As no pen-
alties are prescribed, the chief of engineers
recommends further legistation in order to
make the sectign fully effective,

Under sections 9 and 10 of the same act
twenty-nine persons or corporations own-
ing or controlling bridges over navigable
waters of the United States and obstruct-
ing the free navigation of such waters
have been notified to so alter these bridges
as to render passage through or under
them *“‘iree, easy ana unohstructed.” In-
stead of issuing such notices as bereto-
fore, on ex parte hearing only, it has
lately been established as the practice of
the department to notify the owners of
bridees complained of, and give them as
well as the complainants opportunity to be
fully heard if they so desire. Considerable
work has been accomplished during the
year in the removal of wrecks obstructing
navigation,

The chief of engineers calls attention to
the necessity of further legislation to pre-
vent the obstruction of navigable rivers,
and suggests remedies therefor, I would
commend the same to the consideration
and action of congress, as well as his rec-
ommendation that appropriations for the
Yellowstone park be made withous limit of
time as in the case of items of the river
and harbor acts, in order that the work
there might be dovne at the most favorable
season of the year. In compliance with
the provisions of the river and barbor acts
of 1866 and 1867, the chief of engineers pre-
sents estimates of the amounts that in his
judgment can be profitably expended dur-
ing the ensuing fiscal year, together with
the probable cost of the completion of each
work.

MILITARY LAW AND PAYMENT OF TROOPS.

I recommend the revision of the articles
of war, ana that provision be made for the
punishment of certain minor oflenses, un-
der well-defined restrictions, without the
intervention of a court-martial, and often-
times long precedent continement in a
guard-house. For increasing the efficiency
of the judge advocate general’s corps, I
also recommend that an appropriation be
made for furnishing necessary law books
for its use.

The svstem of monthly payments to
troops has been extended during the year
to thirty-one posts, making seventy-four
posts where tnat system is now employed,
as against sixty-three where 1t is not. At
present the minimum amount which can be
deposited at one time with the government
by a soldier 1s $§5. In view of the change
to more frequent payments, it is recom-
mended by the paymaster general thatthis
amount be reduced to $3. The total
amount deposited by soldiers during the
past vear was a little less than $400,000.

The surgeon general calls attention to
the unsatisfactory condition of the hospital
corps, due chiefly to the inadequacy of pay
allowed its members, in contequence of
which some of the most efficient men de-
cline to re-enlist. Bills providing for an
increase of pay for these men were favor-
ably reported by the military committees
of both houses of the last congress, but
failed to receive legislative action. The
matter is deserving of the eariy attention
of congress,

The medical department is considerably
crippled by the fact that twenty-four mem-
bers of its corps, or 14 per cent, of the pres-
ent force assignable to professional duty,
are non-effective on account of sickness or
permanent disability. Nine of these have
already been iormuﬁy found incapacitated,
and are awaiting retirement, and others
undoubtedly would be if examined by a re-
tiring board,

RECORD AND PENSION DIVISION,

The record evidence requied® by the
pension office in the consideration of army
pension cases is entirely furnished by this
department, It consists_of two classes,
the medical record and the service record.
The tormer 1s taken from the regimental,

ost, field and general hospital record

ooks, These were not always well kept,
and from twenty five years’ use they had
become badly worn, often hardly legible.

The work of answering the calls from
the pension office for information from
these records was greatly in arrears until
in December, 1886, it was by my prede-
cessor put under the charge of Captain
Ainsworth, assistant surgeon, anhd under
bis energetic business management it was

brought up and the card-index system in-
augarated. Kvery man’s complete med-
ical record, no matter in how many hos-
pitalshe may bave been,isunder this system
transcribed to cards of indesiructible pa-
per, and these are arranged by regiments
and alphabetically so that the complete
medical record can be found at once. This
work, now near compietion, preseryes the
record, and the time and labor required to
furnish the desired information are re-
duced to the minimum. The ecard record
oi all hospital-books—over 22.000 volumes
—will be comipleted early in the new year;
and after that the clerks who are now en-
gaged on this work will be employed in
transeribing the muster-rolis by a similar
metbod,

The muster-rolls and records from which
the evidence of service is obtained were n
thirteen divisions and subdivisions of the
adjutant general's office, There was too
great division of labor and responsibility,
and these subdivisions necessarily made
work for each other. The number of un-
finished cases had been increasing for a
long time, and in July last approximated,

if not exceeded, 40,000, This was the
more unfortunate, as it contributed
to the delay incident to the settle-

ment of the claims of old soldiers for their
pensions. It seemed advisable, therefore,
to make one head for the whole work of
this department in connection with pen-
sion claims, I therefore consolidated all
the divisions into one, to be known as the

record and pension division of the War
department.  The order required that the
most direct méthods be adopted in the

transaction of the public business, avoid-
ing ail nnnecessary routine, The change
was somewhat radical, but the result has
been satsfactory.

A pew form, prepared by this depart-
ment, bas been recently adopted by the
pension bureau, on which the commission-
er now makes the call for both the medical
and service record on one sheet, and this is
returned with both recordgon the back, a
one-half sheet blank only being used in-
stead of at least four, and ofren more than
that, heretofore. Both records are re-
quired 1n every case, and were called for
separately, and separaie answers were
necessary.  With this consolidation and
new form the pension office is saved one-
half the cails and the work of ‘answering
greatly diminished; and both the call and
reply, giving niedical and service record,
are on one sheet in the most convenient
form for immediate use or for reference.

This work is now brou@sht up so that, as
a rule, all cases from the pension office
(which average aboat 1000 per dav) for
either seryice or hogpital record are finish-
ed within twenty-four hours. This result
has been accomplished without increase of
the clerical force., Great credit is due to
Captain Ainsworth, in charge of the divis-
on, and to his clerks.

The muster-rolls are in a deplorable con-
dition, dropping to pieces from time and
use, and the record evidence they contain,
of such great value to the public as weli as
to individuals, would soon have been hope-
lessly lost. The completion of the card
index system, however, will be pushed
ravidly, and, it promises to solve not only
the question of tne most expeditious and
economical use of the rolls but their pres-
eryation as well, as they will not then need
to be used themselves except in extraordi-
nary cases. I have felt justified in going
into the detaiis of this work semewhat on
account of its importance and its peculiar
interest to the veterans of the war,

General Greely reports that under the
present condition the signal corps have
retrograded 4s regards their military du-
ties. The civil duties which have devolved
upon the corps under the joint resoluiion
of February 9, 1870, have necessarily occu-
pied the greater part of their time and at-
tention, and as a nutural congequence the
greater duty trenches more and more upon
the lesser, so that now, as he states, the
condition of signal instruction in the army
is at the lowest ebb ever known.

He recommends that a signal officer with
four or six men be detailed to give instruec-
tion at the schools at Forts Leavenworth
and Monrce. In short, that the military
and civil duties of his corps be separated
and a distinet force assigned to each. 1
fully approve of his recommiendation that
greaterattention should be given toinstruc-
tion in military signaling, not only to the
army, but to the militia to some extent,
and trust that some niethod may be de-
vised by which this can be done without
interfering with the other duties of the
COTps.

The telegraph lines owned by the United
States are managed and operated by this
corps. These now consist of 621 miles of
sea coast Jines and 16156 miles of military
lines, with sixty-four offices, The military
lines have been built where necessary in
connection with  military operations
agamst the Indians, and to quite an extent
py the labor of troops. They are aban-
doned or sold (unless the mateiial is re-
quired for new lines) whenever the con-
struction of commercial lines will permit.

The report gives a full and interesting
summary of the weather service and other
work of the burean for the past year, and
makes several suggpestions worthy of con-
sideration, notably one for the reorganiza-
tion and reduction of the corps and for
some method of retiring incompetent offi-
cers. The evils arising from putting the
competent and deserving officer on the
same level with the ineflicient, so far as the
tenure of service and right to promotion
are concerned, is a subject of importance,
in its relation to the whole army, which is
considered elsewhere.

The conditions of the army posts and
their supphes are reviewed and appropria-
tions are urgently asked for to complete
the war records. The report closes with
chapters on the Indians, new monuments
for Bheridan, Logan and Hancock, the sol-
diers’ homes and the general administra-
tion of the department,

Figures of Comptroller of the Currency.

Wasninaron, Nov, 25.—The forthcoming
report of Hon. Mr, Lacey, the comptroller
of the currency, covers the year ended Oc-

tober 31, 1889, at which time there were in
existence 3319 national banks, the largest
number in operation since the inaugura-
tion of the system, These associations
possess an aggregate capitsl of $620,174,365.
The last reports of condition ex-
hibit their resources and liabilities
on September 30, 1889. The number
reporting at that time was 3200. A sum-
mary of these reports shows capital $612,-
554,095, surplus $107,894,761, undivided
profits $84,866,869, gross deposits, including
amounts due banks $1,950,935,161, loans
and discount $1.805,729,739, all of which
items show an increase over any previous
date,

The amount of circulation outstanding
was $203,662,752, of which $131,383,334 was
secured by United Btates bonds, and the
remaining $72,279,306 was represented by
deposit of lawful money in the treasury.
These banks held  $194.972,900 ia
United States bonds (of which $146 -
471.700 were to secure circulating notes),
$164,326,449 of apecie and $86,752,093 of legal
tender notes. Within the year 211 *banks
were organized, having an aggregate capi-
tal of $21,240,000. These banks deposited
with the treasurer to secure circulation
$4,378,5650 United States bonds, upon which
were issued $3,812.975 in circulating notes,
Thirty-six of the new banks were organized
in Texas, the largest number in any one
state. The State of Pennsylvania has now
the largest number of associations in oper-
ation,'Massachusetts leads in point of capi-
tal stock and New York in respect to depos-
its and volume ot business.

The large number of new banks entering
the system and their wide distribution, is
an evidence, the comptroller says, that the
system is adapted to the varied conditions
existing within the extreme limits of the
national domain, Within the year41 banks
went into voluntary liquidation and only
two failed, leaving the net additions to the
system 168, as against 90 last year and 123
the annual average increase since the iu-
auguration of the system. Notwithstand-
ing this increase, says the comptroller, the
gystem has not kept pace with the needs
of the people for increased banking facil-
ities, This growing tendency to incor-
porate under the statutes of the several
states is not attributavle to any change in
the law affecting either national or state
institntions, butis charged directly to the
fact, says the comptroller, that no profit
results to the banks by reason of the de-
osit. of bonds and issue of circulat-

ing notes. It is claimed in fact, he
says, that an aclual Joss results in

many Western states and territories, where
the interest is highest and banking facili-
ties most needed. It is deemed certain by
the comptroller that withdrawal of bonds
held in excess of the minimumn reauire-
ments will continue so long as the present
conditions exist, and it is asserted that
legislation is necessary to prevent a con-
traction’ of the volume of national bank
currency.

In the opinion of the comptroller the

laws governing national banks should be so
amended as to produce the following mod-
ifications:

First—The minimum deposit of bonds to
secure circulation should be fixed at 1u per-
centum of capital 1 respect to associations
having a capital of $300,000 or less, and for
all banks having a greater capital a mini-
mum deposit of $30,000 in bonds should be
required.

Second—Circulation should be issued to
the par value of the bonds deposited.

Third—Semi-annual duly on circulation
should be so reduced as to equal one-fourth
ol 1 per cent. per annum,

1t 1s Leld that these changes in the law
would do little more than save the nation-
of banks from loss on account of circnla-
tion, il the present premium on United
States bonds is maintained.

Taking asa basis of computation the cap-
ital stock as it appears in the summary of
reports for Septeniber 30, 1839 the present
minimum of deposit of bonds is found to
be $05,207,283. 1f the law is amended as
proposed the minimum of bond deposit
required will be reduced to §43,291.-
5681, making ~possible a withdrawal
of §51.405,%02 in bonds, wupon wiich
is  based $46,265,132 in circulating
notes, ' 1t is asserted that this wouid grear-
lv exceed the limit of probable contraction,
it being fair to presume, says the comp-
troller, that the banks now maintaining a
deposit in excess of legal requirements
would mnot withdraw the bonds thus
released. Upon a caveful' survey of
the entire fleld it is the opinion

of the
comptroller that the proposed legislztion,
taken as a whole, would tend to arrest the
present contraction, rather than accelerate
1t, for the following reasons:

First—The present excess now held at a
loss will probably increase if a profit is ap-
parent,

tecond—The banks now holding an ex-
cess will not avail themseclves of the
privilege of withdrawal conferred by the
reduction of the minimum,

Third—The organization of new banks
will be nearly or guite doubled, and the
deposit of bouds received from this source
wiill be maintained even under the re-
duced requirements,

Fourth—The withdrawal of bonds by
reuson of banks going into voluntary
liguidation will be greatly reduced.

Fifth—The addition of 10 per cent. in
circulation will apply to all bouds now on
deposit, as well as those which may here-
after be pledged., and would add npearly
$15,000.000 to the circulation upon present
holdings.

The operation of these various influences
the comptroller says. would tend 10 pre-
vent any considerable reduction in the
amount of bonds beld to secure circuls-
tion, while the increased percentage of new
issues will be operated to neutralize the ef-
fect of any possibie withdrawal and might
in flate rathier than contract the total vel-
ume of national bunk circulaticn. In any
event the provisions of section 9 of the act
of July 12, 1882, he says, would still be in
operation, limitinggthe deposit of lawful
money or withdrawal of bonds to $3,000,-
010 during any calendar month, which
would limit possible contraction to $36,000 -
000, which islJess than the gross decrease
of eircniation during the year just closed.

The reduction of duty on the circulation
is commended upon the ground ‘that the
preseunt tax is unjust to the banks, because
it is imposed on account of a privilegze now
valueless and the revenues of the govern-
ment are in excess of its requirements.
This semi-annual duty during the last fiscal
year amounted to $1,410,351.84, and the
total amount paid in federal taxes to June
80, 1889, by the system on capital, dep« ]
etc., circulation is stated at §137,064,1:
The reduced rate of duty would produce a
sum in excess of the expenditures made by
the general government on account of the
banks.

In submitting this recommendation the
comptroller states that he has been largely
influenced by the increased accessions to
the system from Western and Soutbern
states and the evidence daily accumulat-
ing that it is not only adapted to the
wants of that vast area now inadequately
supplied with banking facilities, buv that
its adaption has become more 1ully ap-
preciated, it being of the greatest import-
ance to those regions that the abundant
capital of the older states be utilized, and
through no other agency can this be sojef-
fectively accomplished.

The gain accruing to the government by
reason of national bank notes lost and un-
redeemed, is estimated at a percentage of
not more than 1 per cent., nor less than
% of 1 per cent. of the total issue.
This is based upon the amount now out-
standing of circulation issued to groups of
banks which have been closed by reason of
insolvency for ten or more years. The
comptroller says he hasavoided the discus-
sion of the various pians which have been
suggested for substituting other securities
for United States bonds as a basis of circu-
lation, and that he has confined himself to
the presentation of such changes in the
law as will be generally accepted as prac-
ticable and which will be most likely to re-
ceive favorable consideration by congress.
He is of the opinion that the consideration
of propositions looking to the adoption of
untried measures would involve a delay
fraught with danger to the mnational
banking system . in its present ex-
igency. In his opinion the adoption of
the amendments proposed will afford the
relief now necessary and give an opportu-
nity for proper deliberation before adopt-
ing more radical measures. He does not
recommend any issue of long-date bonds,
which would defer the payment of the
present issues as they mature, but does
favor a reduction of interest upon existing
bonds to 2!{ per cent. by the prepayment
to holders of the differenice between that
rate of interest and the 4 per cent. interest
which the bonds now carry.

Postmaster General.

WasnineToN, Nov. 29.—Postmaster Gen-
eral Wanamaker has submitted his first re-
port to President Harrison, Among other
expressions are these:

The postoffice is the visible form of the
federal government to every community
and to every citizen., The people want the
system administered with such efficiency
and economy that 1t shail offer them more
and more accommodations and tax them

less and less, The only method I
san  suggest by which all their de-
sires may be gratified is not mere-
ly to talk about the application

of business principles to the department it
is really to apply them, Itis not to work
in poor quarters; itis not to transport
mails afoot when they should go in rail-
road trains; it is not to tolerate aisloyal or
listless emploves if better ounes can be had;
it is not, finally, to keep unwillingly abreast
of the times. 1t is always to lead the times.

What is needed first is a fourth assistant
postmaster general, to be in direct charge
of the great divisions of the railway mail,
the foreign mail, the money order office,
the regisiry antd supplies divisions, and lift
out of the office of the first assistantjpost-
master general all duties except those of
studying men for appointment, establish-
ing offices, changing sites, examining re-
ports of inpectors and taking care of the
Lond division. Create a new place and find
the best educated posial man in the service
atthe Postoflice department,orin any of the
59,000 postoilices, and make him the gen
eral manager. No great business estab-
Jishment can succeed that changes its prin-
cipal officer once in fifteen months, The
Postoflice department can not do it anv
more than could the Penunsylvania or the
New York Central railroad company. Who
would commend o6r gain increasing confi-
demnce in such corporatiens if they changed
presidents about oncea year? Witha work
that must always be laborious and subject
to mutations, it is not likely that these fre-
guent changes will ever cease, but the de-
partmeént ought to be so organized as not
to be greatiy affected by any one man or
set of men moving cut, There ought to be
one perfectly educated postal man charged
with the general management, whose con-
troling mind and firm grasp should re-
main while others come and go.

The president.al offices throughout the
country bear little relation to one another.
The machinery is set up and then let alone
it only ceriain formal reports are made at
stated times. If compluints are filed the
inspector visits the oflice, and unless the in-
vestigation necessitates removal. the office
runs on the same until other com-
plaints are filed, when the same
course is repeated. The offices and
the department, without meaning it,
are in an unfriendly attitude, because
the postmasters are generally wanting
something which the department does not
seem ready or able to grant, A new post-
master must learn the postal laws and find
out what his duties are the best way he
can with the belp of old clerks or of an in-
spector who happens along accidentally,
There is but little to encourage, hardly
anyihing to stiniulate, a postmaster to do

bis best work. A new life and spirit must
be infused. By dividing the conntry into
postal districts and piacing a supervisor
over each, I believeit can be done,

The rewori next at length weviews the
controversy between the postmaster gen=
eral and the Western Union company
relative to the rates tlns year for govern=

ment business, giving the peints and pur-

poses urged by each side, and  then con-
cludes the subject thus:

1 confess w a disapnointment in that
the negotiations wih the Western Union
Telegraph company did not lead to a
scheme whicn I hoped to submit with this

report for your approval, whereby the -

people at large could have the benefit of
telegraphic service at popnlar rates.
It is stated that merchants, bank-
ers and newspapers are now the -
principal customers of the telegraph
comparnies in this couniry. The statistics
ol the telegraphic system of the English
governiment show thata large proportion
of the customers (50 per cent, is stated by
some persons) are from the family and
from social messages, and not from busis
ness sources. With alower telegraphic
rate and with stations at the windows of
the postoflices, to which ladies are accus-
tomed, an entirely new class of business
would growup, affurding great convenience
to many not now in the habit of using the
wires, The telegraph is defined to be *an
instrument for conveying intelligence be-
yond the limits of distance at whichh the
voieeg is audible.” This définition would
apply equaily tothe postoffice, and is in
fact the object for which the postoffice was
established.

*“I'he great propriety and advantage of a
united service cannot be questioned from
a pornt of convenience and economy to the
people. There is no reason whatever why
tbe night messazes of the telegraph com-
panies shoulil not be delivered as postal
matter by the first morning delivery of
the carriers, This is proper postotlice
business and would add to ibe profits of
the departmients The vast net-work of

vires coverivg the country could easily
2ach many ol the village postofiices and
benefit more people than by stopping at

gthe raileoad gt «tions, which are often a mile

or moie distant from where the people hve.
An experiwent could be easily and quiekiy
to ascertain wheiber the demand for
clieaper telegraphic service exists as
is claimed. 1t could be done with«
out any outlay of money by the govern-
ment and with no interferenge with exist-
ing telegraph interests, inaspiuch as it
would create, as stated, a new class of busi-
ness,  Moreover, many people bezoming
acquainted with the use of the telegraph
would wonder how they ever managed to
get along without it and would find them-

-

selves using the swilter seryice as well as Qi

the limiteda, and financially gunaranteed
niessages would continue to be confined to
and carried by the existing corporatious.

A contract should be made with tele-
graph lines now in operation or that may
be berealter built under advertisement and
publiec bid at the most favorable rate that
can be obtained, in the sanie manneras the
Postoflice department now contracts with
railroad compuanies for the carrying of let-
ters and postal cards, conunecting the wires
with free delivery and other designated
postoflices, and receiving messages to be
delivered in each instance at the next car-'
rier delivery = alter ' their ' receipt  im
the city to which' they are Sent.
Some of the free delivery
deliver  mail ten times a  day,
some 8ix and a few less than four, A
Washington message to New York or Bos-
ton, announcing that the sender is leaving
by train and is to be mei at the station, or
any kind of message which will be in sea-
son if délivered the day of starting, would
fall into one of several regular deliveries-
at the office connected by telegraph in the!
other city. The slower service wouid an-
swer all puposes for numbers of people.
No additional expense is required for of-
fice or clerk hire. One experi telegrapher
could be selected when the postal clerks
are appointed. With no other respon-
sibility in this limited telegraph ' bu-
reau than that for ordinary mail;
no expensive system of copying and re-
cordii by using postage stamps for pay-
ments, no cash accounting needed—the
low expenses would
the people’s benefit, <

“1 woutd respectfully ask that guck legis-
lation be enacted as is necessary to em-
power the postmaster general to enter into
contract with responsible parties for a term
not exceeding five years, on conditions fa-
vorable to the government, for the purpose
of establisbing a limited post and tele-
graph service.” >

*Touching civil service, the report runs
thus: “The Postal department has an in-
dividuality of its own.” The ordinary good
clerk of the government might serve it
perfectly well in any of the civil places,
buv for postoffice work he must almost
learn a trade. There ought to be a kind of
apprenticeship with promotions that
would produce motion throughout the
ranks from the lowest to the highest place.
With 150,000 employes rightly selected,
who feel a proper pride in representing the

government and are alive every day to im- »

provement, the postal service would soon
pecome the best in the world. It'may be
gravely questioned whether the present,
mode of selecting inspectors will furnish
the peculiar ability which the government
should command.”

The report recommends that larger
discretion be given for making contracts
for carrying foreign mails with American
registered vessels; and the minimizing

of Sunday work will be a subject of care- |

iul attention.

It is recommended that all places of a
population of not less than 5000 or where
the postotfice has shown a gross revenue
of $7000 for the previous fiscal year, shall
have the benefit of the free delivery 8ys-|
tem.,

“One-cent postage is an easy possibility
of the near future. It must come as a
matter of course. If introduced tomor-
row the cutting. in half of postage would
reduce the revenue on letter postage by
probably $15,000,000. We are not ready for
this while the present deficiency exists.

*1 suggest early consideration of the
question of establishing postal savings
banks at 10,000 of 1he fourth-class offices in
towns where such lacilities are most
needed, leaving the extension ofithis privi-
lege to be determined atter a trial of two:
years.

*I'here is undoubtedly a desire amon
the people of all communities to be placeg
in direct communication with the markets
of all the cities, While the express com-
panies perform excellent service, they do
no not deliver goods to the smalier towns,
villages and cross-roads enjoying post-
office conveniences, The express companies
carry packages to the larger towns, from
which notilication is sent to the smaller
village, involving trouble and ¢ost to such
an extent that a constant pressure . is
brought to bear upon the Postoflice depart-
ment for relief. The larger view is widely
held and stoutly urged that, the gov-
ernment baving undertaken to carry mer-
chandise in the mails, is bound to do the
work as well and as cheaply as its com-
petitors, and to such
will give the greatest good to the
greatest number. [ have considered the
subject very carefully and submit that
we are now prepared to consovlidaie the
third and fourth-class matter, or to unders
take the service of a iull-parceis post for
the following reasons:

“First—Aimoss all the postoffice build-
ings are overcrowded, and space could not
be found in toem to accommodaie an en-
larged package business.

“Second—The R. P. O. cars are all in-
sufficient for the present mail business, the
department being obliged to forward al-
most two-thirds of the postal cards and
envelones by freight in order to afford
requisite retief for mail matter.

“Third—The readjustinent of transpor-

tation and star-route contracts would first

be necessary to provide proper remunera-
tion for carrying the additional mail.

“Fourth—1he exact profit or loss on
fourth-class business now being done by
the department should be ascertained be-
fore any enlargement takes place,

“If it be true, asis maintained, that the
carriage of fourth-class matter would entail
loss o the department no further enlarge-
ment should be made while the postal reve-
nue falls so far short of the expenditure;
neither is it just to favor one class of pa-
trons at the cost of all the others, If any
subsidy is granted any class or section of
the country the compensation ouglit to be
clearly apparent in some other dirgction.
Whatever postpones l-cent letter postage
for domestic letters, and perhaps forfor-
eign letters, should not be favored, except
80 far as is necessary to improve along the
best lines on which the department is now
working.”

The Prentiss-Doan family of East Cleve-
land celebrated their ninety-first Thanks-
&lving dinner Thursdag,

offices

justify low rates for |

an . extent as .




ORCHARD AND GARDEN.
IN THE INTERESTS OF SUBURBAN

AND COUNTRY HOMES.

A Remarkably Good Early Pear That Does
Not Rot a? the Core—All About the Value
of Wind-Breaks on Fruit Plantations.

The Wilder pear, depicted’in the cut,
fs classed among the midsummer varie-
ties by Professor Van Deman, United
BStates ' pomologist, who says of it:
“Among the midsummer pears there is
none that pleases me better than this one,
except that its size is rather small. But
like the Seckel, what it lacks in size it
makes up in quality, although it is larger
than that variety. It is a chance seed-
ling found in Chautauqua county, N. Y.
The original tree was partially grafted
with scions of Buffum in 1870, when it
was young, and would never have borne
any fruit except of this old variety had
not three of the natural branches been
left. These bear profusely, and the fruit
when fully colored is quite attractive. It
does not rot at the core.”

The Wilder may be briefly described as
follows: Size, small to medium; shape,
pyriform, bell shaped, irregular, a little
angular; surface, smooth, pale yellow
ground with deep shading of brownish
carmine; dots, very numercus and
small; basin, shallow, regular; eye,

THE WILDER PEAR,

nearly closed; sepals long and reflexed;
apex, rather abrupt with a slight cavity;
stem, short; core, closed, very small;
seeds, very small, narrow, pointed, dark;
flesh, wvery pale, whitish yellow, fine
grained, tender; flavor, sub-acid, spright-
ly, much like Bartlevt; quality, very

ood; season, August, in western New
%’ork.

Charles A. Green, Rochester’s well
known nurseryman, who has had six
years’ experience with the Wilder, con-
siders it unsurpassed as a vigorous
grower. On his grounds it ripens its
wood early, and is quite hardy. While
not a large pear, it exceeds in size the
Seckel. Mr. Green enumerates its good
points thus: 1. Earliness, ripening about
Aug. 1. 2. Superior quality, nothing of
its season being so delicious. 8. No rot-
ting at the core. We have kept it for
weeks in a warm room, and never saw
one rot at the core; yet this is the weak
spot in nearly all early pears. 4. Long
keeping and superior shipping qualifica-
tions. 5. Great beauty and productive-
ness, bearing every year, and on young
trees. 6. Great vigor, often growing
six to seven feet from the bud in one
season. 7. Hardiness and strong consti-
tution, which enables it to thrive and
endure neglect where many other varie-
ties would prove a failure. 8. Small,
meaty core, with few seeds.

The accompanying illustration gives a
fair idea of the general appearance of
the fruit, its form, manner of growth
and character of the core. It is, of
course, greatly reduced in size.

Tho Creamn Gauge.

"The cream gauge can only show how
much cream a given sample of milk will
throw up under existing conditions. It
isno test of the butter contents of the
milk or of the richness of the cream in
the butter. The most trustworthy way
is to weigh each cow’s milk, set it

under the most favorable condi-
tions  practicable, weigh the cream

that it throws up, and weigh the butter
that the cream yields from the churn.
The test repeated monthly throughout
the year will give trustworthy data for
judging as to the relative value of differ-
ent cows. The man who tries this meth-
od faithfully for one year will meet
with surprises and disappointments, and
will know considerably more about cows
at the close of the year, The practice
once well begun is likely to be continued,
because there is money in it.

A Few Good Plums,

For excellent quality alone the Green
Gage, like the BSeckel among pears,
stands at the head of the list, but the tree
is a small grower and is not long lived.
Nearly as good in quality and more than
twice as large is the McLaughlin, which
in appearance resembles the Green Gage
under a magnifier. But it is not always
a good bearer. The Lawrence, Jefferson
and Coe's Golden Drop are also excellent
in flavor. But for good growers and
heavy bearers, such as would be more or
Jess selected for market, Lombard, Im-
perial Gage, Prince’s Yellow Gage,
Smith’s Orleans, Reine Claude de Bavay
and some others would be chosen.

A Belect List of Fine Roses.
In a select list of the finest roses of re-
cent years, William C. Barry names, be-

. sides others, the following, in the order

given: Gloire de Margottin, dazzling,
brilliant red, the brightest rose yet rais-
ed; Gloire de Bourg la Reine, scarlet
red; Gloire Lyonnaise, tinted yellow, be-
coming white; Earl of Duflerin, the finest
and most distinct dark colored rose, very
rich, with delightful fragrance; Lady
Helen Stewsst, greatly resembling the
last, flowering all through the season,
especially fine late in the fall; Ulrich
Brunner, beautiful cherry red, petals en-
dure extreme changes of weather, foliage
resists mildew,

‘  Reduced Charges on Nursery Stock.

The American Association of Nursery-
men have at length secured a reduction
of express charges of 20to 25 per cent.
This rate is for trees, plants and vines
whether hardwooded or soft, provided
they are boxed or baled. This is good
news to fruit growers, nurserymen and
many others. We now have reduced
freight, reduced postageand reduced ex-
§ess charges on nursery stock.

A Hardy Winter Apple.

The Salome apple, from Illinois, has
gained considerablo favorable mention
of late, The claims made for it are
hardiness, prolific bearing and long
keeping, three very desirable qualities,
The tree is round headed and makes
short annual growths after coming into
bearing. It has thick, heavy leaved
foliage, gnd the wood is tough., The

fruit 1s medium in size and is roundish,
conical in shape. In color it is pale
yellow, slightly shaded with pale red,
and spiashed and striped with dark red
and sprinkled with small yellow dots.
The flesh is tender, juicy and a mild sub-
acid in flavor. Mr. Charles A. Green,
of Rochester, N. Y., says of the Salome:
“No matter how heavily loaded, the
fruit is always of fair size and clings to
the tree with a tenacity that resists the
action of the winds when other varieties
are scattered on the ground.”

Ornamental Crab Apple Trees.

P. B. Mead makes a plea in Orchard
and Garden for the crab apples, which
are both useful and ornamental. He con-
siders them entitled to a place in orna-
mental gardening, and says: The single
and the double flowering varieties from
China and Japan are splendid objects
when in flower, and unsurpassed for
beauty and profusion of bloom. They are
snaall or medium sized trees, and do not
take up much room; but they should not
be crowded in among other plants. Let
each one have a place of its own, to de-
velop its individuality and beauty. A
new Japan variety, just introduced (P.
Parkmanii) would seem to be worthy of
general cultivation,

Worth Knowing,

Geraniums for continuous bloom and
neatness of plant should never be al-
lowed to seed. Cut the flowers as they
begin to fade, and others will immedi-
ately follow, giving the plants a healthy
appearance and uninterrupted bloom.

It has been generally supposed that
the disease in the peach, popularly
known as “yellows,” does not exist in
the south; but ‘‘its rapid spread and
precautionary measures for restricting
the progress of the disease” was the sub-
ject of one of the addresses given before
the last meeting of the Georgia State
Horticultural society.

Peach trees live from twelve to fifteen
years, some twenty years on very heavy’
soil. An old peach orchard cannot be
renovated, for the young trees would
die in the second or third year, as the
old trees seem to sap all the vitality of
the soil.

Ripe grapes can stand a light frost
better than green ones.

Cherry trees are good kinds to plant
for the roadside and for shade in pas-
tures.

Our best growers now seem to have
pretty generally agreed on autumn as
the best time for pruning grapes. It can
be done as soon as the leaves have ma~
tured. i

A common error in planting fruit trees’
is in setting them tco closely, especially
apple trees. !

WINDBREAKS ON FRUIT PLANTATIONS

A General Sammary of Professor Bailley’s
Recent Interesting Report.

A study of windbreaksin their relation
to fruit growing, has been undertaken
by the horticultural department of Cor-
nell university, While the recent report
on the subject, by Professor Bailey, re-
lates to windbreaks in the northeastern
states, some of the principles laid down
are of general interest. Following is the
general summary made by Professor
Bailey:

1. A windbreak may exert great influ-
ence upon a fruit plantation. 2. The
benefits from windbreaks are: Protection
from cold, lessening of evaporation from
soil and plants, lessening of windfalls,
lessening of liability to mechanical in-
jury of trees, retention of snow and
leaves, facilitating of labor, protection of
blossoms from severe wind enabling
trees to grow more erect, lessening of in-
jury from the drying up of small fruits,
retention of sand in certain localities,
hastening of maturity of fruits in some
cases, encouragement of birds, ornamen-
tation. :

8. The injuries sustained from wind-
breaks are: Preventing the free circula-
tion of warm winds and consequent ex-
posure to cold, injuries from insects and
fungous diseases, injuries from the en-
croachment of the windbreak itself, in-
creased liability to late spring frosts in
rare cases. (a) The injury from cold,
still air is usually confined to those lo-
calities which are directly influenced by
large bodies of water, and which are pro-
tected by forest beits. It can be avoided
by planting thin belts. (b) The injury
from insects can be averted by spray-
ing with arsenical poisons. (c¢) The in-
Jjury from theencroachment of the wind-
break may be averted, in part at least,
by good cultivation and by planting the
fruit simultaneously with the belt.

4. Windbreaksareadvantageous where-
ever fruit plantations are exposed to
strong winds,

5. In interior places, dense or broad
belts of two or more rows of trees are
desirable, while within the influence of
large bodies of water thin or narrow
belts, comprising but & row or tworare
usually preferable.

6. The best trees for windbreaks in the
northeastern states are Norway spruce
and Austrian and Scotch pines, among
evergreens. Among deciduous trees
most of the rapidly growing native spe-
cies are useful. A mixed plantation,
with the hardiest and most vigorous de-
ciduous trees on the windward, is prob-
ably the ideal artificial shelter belt.
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Whar is the
man o’ the house?

Farmer's Wife (with rare presence of
mind)—He’s back of the woodshed, bury-
ing a tramp.—New York Weekly,

First Nimrod—It will be a great thing if
this smokeless invisible powder is used for
hunting purposes,

Second Nimrod—That will even up things
with the invisible game which casts so sad a
gloom ove» the average hunter.

FARM AND GARDEN.

RESULTS OF THE LATEST
TIGATIONS

INVES
OF SWINE DISEASE.

How Many Are Deceived as to Kidney
Worm—Trichine Contracted by Hogs
Eating the Refuse of a Slanghter House.

Practical Men Testify,

G. Stuart & Soun contribute to The Ohio
Farmer some valuable suggestions gained
by their experience with hogs. Practice,
they say, has taught us the great neces.
sity of being thoroughly posted in the
symptoms in order to be able to prescribe
treatment and cure. No, 1, in the illus-
tration given herewith, represents the
symptoms of kidney worms. ' Helmin-
thology has taught us to see the fallacy
of many cases of kidney worms. The
parasite supposed to cause the loss of
power, and to paralyze the muscles of
the loins, is not present in 1 per cent. of
the supposed cases. Furthermore, there
is not one person in one hundred that
ever saw a kidney worm; microscopy
alone can decide and determine the pres-
ence of these parasites.

The animal in the illustration was sup-
posed to be suffering from their presence,
but as we had the opportunity of an ex-
amination of the kidneys, we are able to
give the real truth of the case. 'The hog
was slaughtered in our presence, and we
removed both kidneys, in order to sub-
mit them to the microscope. We found
myriads of trichine and also cysts im-
bedded in the kidney tissue. Had all
the triching been encysted, the hog
would have shown no trouble in hig
movements, but those that were free
were the parasites that caused the
trouble. The owner being present at
the examination decided that every
part of the carcase should be minutely
examined, and we found triching in
every stage.

On inquiry we found that the pigs were
purchased from a slaughter house where
all offal of animals was thrown to them.
‘We had occasion afterward to visit the
place where the pigs were bought, and
found the intestines of several animals,
sheep's heads, lungsand blood, put where
the hogs had the best chance to become
infected with the parasites. Any hog
affected with triching will show the same
symptoms, and great care should be
talken about using any kind of pork that
may have been affected in that way, We
have seen hogs that wereso fat that they
dragged their hind legs when they were
forced to move. The owner of such
should not think that they are models of
perfect health, as they are in a doubtful
state.

No. 2 represents a case of paralysis of
the lumbar muscles, caused by injury or
exposure, A farmer in cleaning out the
pen placed a shovel on the loins of a hog
very lightly, he said, but from that mo-
ment afterward the pig walked with Lis
back humped as if he had disease of the
kidneys. No one should strike a hog
across the back, as no domestic animal
is so easily injured permanently as the
hog.

No, 8 represents a case of tape worm
in the small intestine and stomach of the
pig. The owner stated that all the hogs
did well till they had the run of the field;
then they did not do well, although well
fed, They were always hungry, but
they did not fatten. Hogs infested with
tape worms are never satisfied, but de-
vour anything they can, even the excre-
ments of any animal. The tape worms
that infest the pigs are Toenia maculata
and Tenia expasia. Oneof our speci-
mens measures twenty-two feet, The
medicines to cause their expulsion are
kousso, oil of turpentine, ground root of
male fern, and areca nut. Santoninecan
be well powdered and given in the food,
mixed with molasses. It isthe bestmix-
ture that can be given, as it does not
cause nausea, like oil, and has no flavor
of medicine,

DISEASES OF HOGS.

No. 4 represents a case of indigestion,
The owner said that his hogs had some
disease about them, and were affected
very strangely. They did not care to
leave their nests to feed, unless forced,
and then they squealed as if suffering
from pain. When they came to the
trough they would take a mouthful as if
they were hungry, crouch, run back-
ward, and fall over, but in fifteen min-
utes would return to the food and eat as
if nothing was the matter. That is a
clear case of indigestion, and when
slanghtered while showing these symp-
toms, the inside linings of the pigs’
stomachs and part of the colon wera
found coated with a dry substance like
brown flour. Feeding too fine meal
caused the trouble. Whenever plenty
of vegetable diet is given we never find
euch eymptoms, A rush of blood to the
head was caused by impeded circulation
in the system: This teaches us the need
of albuminous food of a laxative nature,

Poaches ln the Middle South.

A complete history of peach culture in
Maryland, in a recent bulletin of the
agricultural department, shows it gen-
erally has been successful and more
profitable than other farm industries.
Instances are not uncommon where the
yearly profits have exceeded the whole

{ cost of the farm, ranging from $100 tc

$200 per acre. Yearly averages of $100
per acre for ten years are mentioned, the
rasult of skill, industry and capital. Who-
ever understands peach culture and at-
tends to it well, does well. Th soil and
climate of Southern Maryland are in all
respects well adonted for the production
of the peach.—Michigan Farmer.

Both Sides of the Question.

“Every cow kept for butter will keep
a sow and pigs,” says Mirror and Farm-
er, “The skim milk and buttermilk
form a basis for healthy feed, and if given
a run in the pasture or in the orchard the
litter of pigs in the fall will bring nearly
as much as the housewife has made from
her butter.”

Howard's Dairyman, commenting on
thd above, says: “Yes, that will be the
case, provided enough additional food is
fed tho sow and pigs to give them a
healthy and rapid growth. This trying
to get more out of food than there is ih
it is what disappoints in the end. 1f a
man would think a little on the above
absurd propoesition he would see that the
cow would be lessening the amount of
slzim wmilk she could zive each month,

|

while the sow and pigs were growing and
making demands for additional food.
And if they did not get it they would
either stop growing or die, or do both.
The only way we know of to get pork for
nothing is to steal it.”

Notes and Comments.

A wandering hunter in Iowa plugged
and killed a $300 Hambletonian the other
day.

Colorado’s wheat yield the present year
leads all the rest. It stands twenty-six
bushels as against fifteen—the average
everywhere.

The price paid for the mammoth horses
that draw the transfer wagons of Denver
will average $400 each. It pays to breed
and raise big horses.

Barley is the only grain crop that |

America imports. This is quite curious,
since the country is susceptible of grow-
ing millions of bushels for export. The
American farmer has had such a dislike
to the bearded stuff that he neglected
it sadly.

That Englishsyndicate has at last gob-
bled the Pillsbury and Washburn flour
mills at Minneapolis, at §3,200,000; prop-
ervy transferred Nov. 1.

Drouths have seriously affected fall
pasturage in Ohio, Tllinois and Wiscon-
sin, as well as Michigan; and farmers,
unable to properly care for their cattle,
are forcing them upon an already glutted
market.

Bees should not be placed near a street
or driveway. If a person is so situated
as to be compelled to keep them in such
a place, a high board fence is quitea pro-
tection against trouble; or a row of high
trees, or a building, infact anything that
will compel them to rise high when they
fly from the hive. When they are thus
situated persons living-in the vicinity
would not be aware of colonies near, as
they rise up out of the way of mischief.

BUILDING AN ICE HOUSE.

Tee for Summer at

Expense.

Farmers Can Have
Small

The Prairie Farmer thus tells how to
build an ice house:

Level the land which you say is a side
hill, as stated in our issue of Sept. 21
For a house to hold thirty to thirty-five
tons—sufficient for ordinary dairy pur-
poses and to supply the family with ice

—the illustrations and following direc- |

tions will suffice:
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WALLS OF ICE HOUSE.

The house should be built upon a dry
foundation, where the drainage is per-
fect. If the soil is not sufficiently por-
ous to allow the water to pass off freely,
drainage sho.ld be provided by means
of tile, or a foot of rock, gravel, eto.,
should be laid down, with a drain lead-
ing away from it. 'The specifications are
as follows:

Sills to be 2x12, bedded level on the
ground, the inner studs 2x6, sheathed
on both sides with common boards, the
outside to be covered with felt paper,
the space formed by sheathing to be
filled with tan bark or sawdust. The
outer studding to be 2x4, spiked to out-
gide of sheathing and covered with com-
mon siding, leaving a space under frieze
and above base of 8 in. The floor to be
constructed by spreading from 4 to 6 in.
of tan bark or sawdust; level the same
and cover with common boards, leaving
a §-in. space between each. The plates
to be the same as studs, 2x12; rafters,
2x4; roof shingled. Ventilators in top
should be 2 ft. 6 in. square. Doors
doubled and filled with sawdust.

Below we give the full bill of lumber:
8 pieces, 2x12x14, for sills and plates; 80
pieces, 2x6x12, for inner studs; § pieces,
®x6x12, for hip rafters and collar beams;
88 pieces, 2x4x12, for outer studs; 20

—
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_ END VIEW OF ICE HOUSE,

pieces, 2x4x12, for rafters and the venti-
lator; 750 ft. siding, 14 ft. long; 2,000 ft.
common boards, for sheathing, floor,
roof, ete.: 24 pieces fencing, surfaced, 13
ft. long, for corner boards, ete.; 80 yds,
building paper; 8,000 common shingles,

STORM INDICATIONS.

oot burning on back of chimney.

Wild g

30 flying over in great numbers,
Coal burning alternately bright and dim.

The weathar usually moderates before a
storin

Distant sounds heard with distinctness dur-
ing the day.

Red clouds at sunrise, and the aurora when
very bright.

P

eafowl utter low cries before a storm and
lect a low perch,

Domestic animals stand with their heads
from the coming storm.

Ozen or sheep collecting together as if
they were seeking shelter.

8 always burns brighter and throws out
more heat just before a storm, and is hotter
during it.

It is said that blacksmiths select a stormy
day in which to perform work that requires
extra heat. |

When a heavy ¢loud eomes up in the south-
west and seems to settle back again look out
for a storm.—0ld Saws,

Outranked Him.
*“Out of my way, will you?”
“This street crossing, my friend, belongs to
pedezirians as well as horsemen.,”
“Does1t? You talk pretty big.
you, auyway?’
“Tm a $10,000 ball player, sir
“Slmeks! I'm driving a $105,000 horse?”
And the human chattel stepped aside to let
Axtell puss.-—Chicago Tribune,

Who are

SCIENCE AND PROGRESS.

PRACTICAL INFORMATION RELATING
TO THE ARTS AND SCIENCES.

Heat Due to Pressure and Percussion—An
FExperiment Made with the
Assistance of the Pneumatic Syringe—A
New Eagine.

Interesting

If a body be compressed its temperature
rises according as the volume diminishes. In
solids and liquids, which are but little com-
pressible, the disengagement of heat is not
great, thongh Joule has verifled it in the case
of water and of oil, which were exposed to
pressures of 15 to 25 atmospheres, Similarly,
when weights are laid on metallic pillars,
heat is evolved, and is absorbed when they
are again removed.

PRODUCING HEAT WITH A PNEUMATIC SYRINGE

The production of heat by the compression
of guses is easily shown by means of the pneu-
matic syringe (see cut). This consists of a
glass tube with thick sides, closed hermetically
by a leathern piston. At the bottom of this
there is a cavity in which a small piece of
tinder is placed. The tube being full of air,
the piston is suddenly plunged downwards;
the air thus compressed disengages as much
heat as to ignite the tinder, which is seen to
burn when the piston is rapidly withdrawn,
The inflammation of the tinder in this experi-
ment indicates a temperature of at least 500
degs. At themoment of compression a bright
flash is observed, which was originally at-
tributed to tie high temperature of the air;
but it is simply due to the combustion of the

| oil which greases the piston,

Percussion is also a scurce of heat, as is
observed in the sparks which are thrown off
by horses in trotting over a hard pavement
or over a flinty road, and in striking steel
agaiust a flint. In firing a shot at an iron
target, a sheet of flame is frequently seen at
the moment of impact; and an experi-
menter has used iron sheils which are ex-
ploded by the concussion on striking an iron
target. A small piece of iron hammered on
an anvil becomes very hot, and it is stated
that in this way a skiliful blacksmith -can
raise a piece of iron to redness.

A New Engine.

A queer looking machine came into the
freight station of the New Haven and Hart-
ford railroad company the other day at-
tached to the rear of a train from New
Haven. It was the bicycle locomotive, built
at Portland, Me., for the Boynton Bicycle
Railway company, of this ecity, the engine
which, its promoters elaim, is to effectually
solve the problem of rapid transit. It ar-
rived in good condition, and will be shipped
to Gravesend, where a test of its power will
be made on the tracks provided. The engine
is considerably higher than the ordinary
locomotive, and, in addition to the usual
wheels with which common locomotives are
equipped, it has an immense driving wheel
nine feet in diameter, which is fixed in the
center of the engine a little forward of the
boiler. This wheel is designed to run on a
rail placed between the two outer rails, and
it is this wheel which is relied upon to send
the engine along at the rate of eighty miles
an hour,

The cab of the engine is divided into two
stories, the upper of which is occupied by
the engineer and the lower by the fireman,
The engine rests upon four two-wheeled
trucks arranged in much the same way in
which trucks of ordinary cars are placed, ex-
cept that the wheels are double flanged and
have, instead of the plain wheel axle, bicycle
spindles, It is proposed to use an overhead
wooden rail, placed upon which will run
wheels fastened to the roof directly above
each truck. These wheels are practically
guiding wheels, and the result of thisarrange-
ment is that the train, let it go never so fast,
could not jump the track, because it isheld
down upon the lower rails by the heavy rail
above. It practically slides along in one
great groove,

Scientific News.

The latest application of electricity is said
to be represented by a motor, worked with a
pocket battery, to be used to run the reel of a
salmon fishing rod and to play the unruly in-
habitant of the water.

The development of large mines of mica'in
South Carolina is reported.

A Russian journal tells of a new use for
carrier pigeons. They have successfully car<
riad to a photographer for development pho-
tographic negatives taken in a balloon.

An importaut and interesting discovery re-
cently made by M. Armand Vire, near Paris,
is that of the remains of ten or more pre-
historie settlements, rich in relics, among
which are flint implements of an entirely
novel type.

Native Metallic Zine in California.

A notable discovery recently reported is
the finding of a small piece of native metallic
zine in a specimen of sulphide or blende ore
sent from a mino in Shasta county, Cal., to
the Jaboratory of the state mining bureau in
San Francisco, where it was worked. A
mining journal states that this is the first
piece of the character named ever known to
have been secured in thig country. Late
works on metallurgy note the existence in the
mines of Victoria, Australia, of the only na-
tive metallic zine known, The mining bureau
will endeavor to secure other specimens from
Shasta county.

SOCIAL ETIQUETTE.

An Important Social Duty and Pleasure
Among Dwellers in Small Places.

Calling on intimate friends and on new
people is among social duties that demand
much attention during tho early part of the
season, when people become once more estab-
lished at home after returning from trips
abroad, prolonged visiting, sight seeing, etc.,
and fall and winter entertainments are re-
sumad. Country calling is quite as impor-
tant a matter as calling in large cities. In-
deed, there is usually far more life, sociability
aud friendliness in it. There is a decided
wish to find the people ‘“at home” upon
whom one has taken the trouble to call, fora
call is either a ease of friendship or of civility
to anewcomer. The first is always a pleas-
ure, but the second little more than a duty;

ut as the days are long, and calls are fe#in
country towns compared with cities, therd is
not that eagerness to get thein over, to crowd
us many into one afterncon as possible, and
to be pleased when there is a chance of hear-
ing the words ‘‘not at home,”

In the country the circle of friends in a
neighborhood, if narrow, is an exceedingly
friendly and intimate one; familias have
known each other from childhood, they have
many interests in common. Politics, sport,
agricultural pursuits and local interests of
every kind occupy the minds and the atten-
tion of the gentlemen, while the ladies are
not far behind in most, if not all, of these in-
terests, and they have further common
ground to go upon with each other in rela-
tion to individual heme duties, and wider
ones in parish, school and church. Under
such circumstances a call doés not resolve
itself into a ten minutes’ conventional one,
but lengthens into a long and confidential
hour’s talk, in which there is so much to be
said on Both sides that a future meeting or
moetings have to be drawn upon ad libitum.

Between psople who have long been resi-
dent in a neighborhood friendship takes the
lead rather thau etiquette, and if a recent
arrival is unable to call upon an intimate
neighbor for some reason or other, the neigh-
hor hastens to go over and see her, not wait-
ing for her to call to announce her return,
although when practicable the one who has
returned to her homa loses little time in mak-
ing her friends aware of the fact by calling
at her earliest convenience.

Newcomers, of course, expect the advances
in way of calling to be made by the residents.

After that a question offen asked is, **What
step shouald follow on a first call being re-
turned! Which of the two should take the
initintive, the resident or the neweomer? It
is generally expected that the former should
doso. An invitation to afternoon tea is the
usual form of civility first offered; later on
follows an invitation to luncheon or dinner;
but these attentions are purely optional, and
if impressions are not favorable on both
sides the intimacy does not progress beyond
the first stage.

Another phase of the question is, when two
people have called upon each other, and
neither have been at honie, what should be
done in this case! The strict rale is for the
resident to call again, or either could ask to
be introduced to the other, should they meet
at a mutual friend’s house, explaining how
the matter stands, and that the call has been
paid and returned; and it would be quite
correct for a resident to send a newcomer a
card for afternoon tea, even if they have not
previously met on the oceasion of caliing,

ALL AROUND THE HOUSE.

A Brlef List of Dishes from TWhich to Se-
leet the Thanksgiving Menu.
The Thanksgiving dinner, as it has pursued
its irresistible and seductive course until, from
being simpl, a New Engl

rland institution, it is

now a national feast celebrated in almost
évery section, has also lost a liftle of its
primitive character. The bill of fareis no

longer always the old timne one, but is modi-
fied to utilize the native productions of the
region in which the feast is beld. Some sug-
gestions as to an appropriate menu are, how-
ever, ventured upon, Roast turkey is, of
course, an omnipresent item on every Thanks-
giving bill of tare. This is often flanked by
chicken pie or a game pie, but a housekeoper
with an eye to the future may substitute
baked or boiled ham, which helps equally
well in giving a festive and bountiful look to
the board, and, as no very vigorous attack is
wsually made on the second meat dish, can be
better utilized on subsequent oceasions.

If the dinner is beguu with a Soup, which
is a modern innovation, it should be cream of
rice or something quite light. The list of
vegetables, from which the cook will select
three or four of those known to be f
in the household, in.ludes mashed pote
baked sweet potatoes, owrions, squash and
turnips. - Cranberry seece and celery are
two items that go without saying, as do
brown bread and white bread. Thanksgiving
pudding is wsually of the fichest, either a
plum or cabinet, while the pies may be either,
or all, of apple, pumpkin and mince, the lat-
ter usually considered isdispensable. Cheese
shiould beserved with the pies, Apples, nuts
and raisins and strong, fragrant coffee finish
off the formidable repast,

Bow to DBroil Salt Codfish, ¢

A tempting way to cook salt codfish ocea-
sionally as a pleasant change from the old
methods is to broil it the same as fresh fish,
First lay a piece of salt codfish, skin side up,
in a frying pan and cover it with cold water;
when the water is hot pour it off and replace
with fresh ccld water and heatagain, When |
the fish is sufflciently freshened dry it with a !
towel, taking care not to break it; dip in
melted butter, season with salt and pepper |
and broil on a fish gridiron. When it is |
nicely browned on both sides, spread a little |
butter en it, lay it on a hot dish and pour
over it a tablespoonful of vinegar or a little
lemon juice. Then, if you will garuish it
with parsley, you will have a tempting and
palatable dish.

A Thanksg
Roll six butter crackers and soak them one
hour in three pints of milk, Cream a quar-
ter of a cupful of butter with a cupful of su-
gar, add one teaspoonful of mixed spice and
balf a teaspoonful of salt, and, when all are
well mixed, six beaten eggs. Stir this into
the milk and add one pound of seeded raisins,
Bake in awell buttered deep pudding dish, in
a moderate oven, three hours,  Bake slowly,
and during the first of the baking lift up the
raisins with a gpoan to prevent, their settling
to the bottom, but do sot stir the pudding
away from the dish,

iving Pudding.

Fushions in Sanheste.

Sachots are stili made very large. Some
of the loveliest are of shot satin, embroideved
with exquisite shades of silk and lined with
white .silk. There is a fashion of having
night dress, corset, handkerchief and glove
sachets all to correspond, and together they
form a very handsome present. These are
costly to buy but can be manufactured at
home at a much smaller expense. The great
thing is to get artistic colors; the ordinary
pale pink and blue have been used and used
till one tires of the sight of them.

Oyster Ple,

For an oyster pie cover a deep plate with
rich paste, and bake it; then fill with oysters
seasoned with a little salt, pepper and plenty
of butter, and two hard boiled eggs, sliced.
Cover with just a sprinkling of ecracker
crumbs, pour over all the liquor from the
oysters and cover with puff paste, securing
the edges well and pricking the paste several
times with a fork. Twenty minutes in a hot
oven ars required for baking.

Rustic Frame of Fowers and Mosses,
The rustic frame, illustrated in the accoms
panying cuts, is composed of flowers, mosses
and grasses collected from the fields and
woods, All that is wanted in addition to
G

these is a piece of eardboard.
Y,
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F13. 1.—RUSTIC FRAME,
For the foundation, with its plush like ap-

pearance, the flower and seed panicles of |
reads, rushes and marsh grasses are most ap-
propriate and miniature flowers of many
kinds can also be utilized, All the flowers
have to be pressed and dried, while the pani-
cles are divided into little bundles, which can
be bleached or colored.

After having cut out of eardboard the
shape of the frame, a row of panicles is fixed
round the border
with gum (Fig. 2). @
The second row is §%
formed of prassed
flowers, overlaying §
the panicles in part ¥
so as to show only B
their feathery §
points, For the
third row panicles §
are used again, and §&
s0 on alternately f
until the front of
the frame is entire-
ly covered. If the
groufid of the frame
is to be shaded, a f
good effeet can be
obtained by mixing  F1G. 2.—DETAIL OF
gray and white RUSTIC FRAME.
panicles. It is emtirely a matter of taste
which color to give to the frame, as the pani-
cles and flowers can be stained or dyed toany
shade desired. For the spray ornamenting
part of the frame it is best to use flowers or
fir cones, which need not be pressed, so as to
preserve the plastic effect. The leaves look
well if bronzed over and sprinkled with gold
sand.

The Russian wheat crop is now put ai
208,000,000 bushels, which is consider-
ably below an average.

| 1s very interestin

YOUNG FOLKS COLUMN.

SUBJECTS SURE TO INTERE
YOUTHFUL'READERS.

How a Miniature Altar, with a Cross and
Two Candles, iMay Bs Cut Out of Paper

by a Single Stroke of fhe Scissors—What

She Saw in the South.

The nine pieces of paper represented in the
accompanying cut (No. 1) form a very good
representation of a cross placed upon an altar,

No. L MINTATURE ALTAR,
and flanked by two lighted candles. The
curious part of it, however, is that all these
pieces can be cut out of ene piece of paper by
a single stroke of the seissors.

This remarkable resuls, Popular Science
News explains, ig o folding the
paper before cutii shown in cut 2.

Take an oblot see of soft like No.
E Id to the

upper right hand shewn in No. 4.
Fold the whole plece of paper vertically once
more, with the fold to the right, and No. §

Gt}

N

.

NO. 2.—HOW TO FOLD THE PAPER,
will be obtained, which a single stroke of the
gcissors, lemgthwise in the direction of the
dotted line, will separate into the cross and
other pieces figured above. This is an old
trick, but a very ingenious and entertaining
one,

What
A young correspone;

She Saw in the South.

nt, who describes hers
solf as ‘‘an army girl and constantly moving
abeut,” sends to St. Nicholas a lelter, in
which oceurs the fellowiag very pretty ac-
count of & trip to the south:

We went down in the latter part of Octo-
ber, just when the cotton is being picked. It
to soe the negro
they hold a large basket on their heads wit
one hand, and with the ether they piek the
cotton. Whenone hand is quite full they
reach up and put the conbents in the baalket.
The prettiest sight that I saw in my (oree
days’ journey south was the Florida moss,
which hangs from the trees. This moss is of
a dull, dusty gray. When picked it will some-
times turn black.

I have stood on the battle ground at New
Orleans, and have also been on tep of Jack-
son monument, This monament is built of
white stone, and is net cemplate; some of the
stones on top are loose and liable to fall at
any moment. When in the south I used to
amuse myself by watching the little lizards
running up and down the trees. They are
very peculiar; when running up the bark of
a tree they turn dark, but as soon as they
touch the green leaves they are gresn.

The prettiest cemetery that 1 ever saw is
the Chalmette National cemetfery; in June
(the month of roses) it is a bowér of flowers.
Flowers of every kind and description grow
in profusion. Among the flowers are banana
palms and orange trees; the latter; when in
bloom, scent the whole cemetery.

Just befors you get to the cemetery is an
old, old powder house that was built before
the war; it isso old that it is nearly tum-
bling over,

Attached to Jackson barracks is a large
magnolia grove, where the magnolias blos-
som and fade, They perfume the whole bar
racks,

A Little Wheedler.
“There never was a grandma half so good!"
He whispered, while besids her chair be stood
And laid his rosy cheek,
With manner very meek,
Against her dear old cheek in loving mood.

“There pever was a nicer grandma born.

I know some little boys must be forlorn
Because they've none like you.
I wonder what I'd do

Without a grandma's kisses night and morn?

‘“There never was a dearer grandma-—there!"
He kissed her and he smoothed her snow white
hair,
Then fixed her ruffied cap
And nestled in her lap,
While grandma, smiling, recked her old arm chair.

“When I'm a man, what lots to you I'll bring 1=
A horse and carviage aand a wateh and ring.

All grandimas are so nice[™

(Just here he kissed her twice,)
“And grandmas give a boy most anything 1*

Before his dear old grandma could reply \
The boy looked up, and, with a roguish eye,
Then whispered in her ear,
That nobody might hear:
“Say, grandmna, have you any more mince pie?"
~The Independent.

The Way to Manhood Town.
“Just wait, my brave lad, one moment, I pray.
Manhood Town lies where! Can you tell the
way "
“Oh, by toiling and trying we reach that land—
A bit with the head, a bit with the haad!
"Pis by climbing up the steep hill Work,
Tis by keeping out of the wide street Shirk,
*Tis by always taking the weak ona's part,
*Tis by glving the mother a happy heart,
"Tis by keeping bad thoughts and actions down~
Oh, that # the way to Manhood Town!"
—Gelden Days,

THE CARE OF CHILDREN.,

Don’t tell the faults or eute sayings of your
child in his presence,

Don’t deeeive or frighten (by bugbears)
children into obedience,

Don’t manifest a spirit of partiality. Chil-
dren are sure to dstect this,

Don’t encourage in a small child that for
which you will punish him when older.

‘When you promise a child something, don't
forget to fuifill the promise to the lebter,

Don’t be constantly meancing a child with
“I'l whip you,” or “I'll puta stick over you,”

Don’t trample mercilessly under foot the
wishes of .a child, but respact them as far as
possible.

Don’t ever let him see in you a trace of
the “I’m-bigger-than-you-and-you've-got-to-
mind” spirit,

Don’t punish a child in anger, but let him
know that you dislike the task, but perform
it. for his good.

Don’t do and say things for the sake of
causing him to show anger and then scold
because he dees so.

Don’t say “Oh, do hush up!” or “Don’s
bother me with so mauy questions,” when a
child questions you.

Don’t feal it beneath your dignity to give a
child the reason for a refusal, if practicable
so to de; if it is not, your former counduct
should have inspired such eonfidence toward
you that he will cheerfully submit though
he does not undaerstand your metives,—New
England Farmer.

An Appropriate Name.
Jones—Say, Browne, why do you call your
ekiest boy Telephone?
Browne-~Because he never works, —Epoch. -
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Ey MAX O'RELL, Author of “Jonathan
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Daughters,” Eto,

I=THE FRENCH AT SCHOOL.

dow Mental Pabulum Is Forced Upon the
Young Gaunl with Very Little Amuse-
ment—A FPoor Preparation for Life’s

Duties.

Our dear parents in France are fond
of telling their children that thereare no
days so happy in life as school days.

After I had tasted what school life
really was I can well remember that I
formed a very poor idea of what awaited
me beyond the school gates.

My opinion is that when French parents
have made up their minds to send a boy
10 years old to a lycee till he is 20, they
have sentenced him to something very
near, in severity, to ten years' penal
servitude.

Winter and summer the French school-
boy rises at 5 in the morning; or, rather,
he is supposed to do s The first bell
rings at 5 a. m., to téll him heis to get
up; a second one rings at 5:23, to inform
him that in five minutes he must be
down; and a third bell, at 5:30, enjoins
him to leave the dormitory. Of course
he rises at 5:23, puts on his clothes with
prodigious rapidity, gives himself a dry
polish, a la Squeers, with a towel, or
more often with his knuckles, arel is
quite ready at 5:30 to go down to the
study room. From this you will easily
infer thata pint of water goes a long
way in a dormitory of sixty French
boys. In the study room, under the
supervision of an usher, called pion, and
of whom I shall have more to say by
and by, he prepares his lessons for the
professors till 7:50. Breakfast is ready
at 8. Considering what the menu of this
repast consists of, I have always won-
dered how it could take the cook so long
to get it ready. During the free ten
minutes that precede ‘breakfast time, a
few boys go and have a wash. These go
by the name of aristos (aristocrats).

The three meals of the day bear the
grand names of breakfast, dinner and
supper. Breakfast consists of a plate of
soup and a large piece of bread. Most
boys keep chocolate or jam, or buy sgome
of the porter, to eat with their bread.
At 8:30 they have to be in their respec-
tive class rooms with their masters.
The class lasts two hours, after which
they return to the study room to prepare
until 12 for the afternoon class. From
12 to 1 they dine and play. Both these
words would convey to an English mind
a meaning that it has not in French.

The dinner generally consists of stews
and vegetables, swimming in mysterious
sauces. The bread is ad libitum. When
a boy has finished his piece he holds up
his hand as asign he is ready for an-
other. A man holding a basket full of
cut loaves is stationed in such a position
as will allow him to fill all those pairs of
empty hands as fast as they are put up.
He flings, the boys catch; it is quite a
dexterous game, I assure you. If & boy
misses the piece intended for him, his
neighbor not infrequently catches and
pockets it, partly as a precaution against
possible pangs of hunger before the next
meal, partly for the love of disobeying
the rules, one of which enactsthat no
food shall be pocketed. The drink 'is
called abondance, and is made up of a
good tablespoonful of wine in a decanter
of water,

As for play, it has to take place in a
more or less large yard, surrounded by
high walls, very much like a prison
walk., Not a tree, not a blade of grass
to be seen; a mere graveled yard, noth-
ing more., There the boys walk two by
two, or in larger groups—the big ones
talking politics, and smoking cigarettes
Inside their coats, while the usher is at a
distance; the little ones indulging in a
game of top or marbles in one of the
corners. At 1o'clock they are to be in
their places in the study room till 2,
when it is time tcy go to the afternoon
class, which lasts till 4 o'clock. On
leaving the masters, to be immediately
handed over to the ushers, they each re-
ceive at 4 a piece of bread, which they
are allowed to eat in the yard with what-
ever relish they may possess, or wish to
buy of the porter. They play till 5:80,
when they return to the study room to
do their lessons for the following day.

At 8 o’clock supper is ready. To this,
like to all their other meals, they go two
by two, after having previously all formed
into ranks in the yard. The supper con-
sists of boiled beef, or a course or two of
vegetables; sometimes an apple or a few
cherries, according to the season, bright-
en the not very festive board. In my
time cherries were the most popular des-
sert; after having refreshed the inner
boy, it provided him with missiles, which
were turned to good account on the spot
when the usher had his back turned.
For drink, the mixture as before. After
thisfrugal repast the boys repair, two by
two, to their respective dormitories.
Those who care to indulge in a little
washing may do so before going to bed,
go as to be clean the following day., I
say “‘those who care,” for never will an
usher make a remark to a French boy
over 12 (when he is no longer under the
supervision of a matron) because he is
dirty, not even in the refectory, Pro-
vided he hasa cravat on, nobody will
gcold him for having a dirty neck. If
cleanliness is next to godliness, the
French schoolboy is most ungodly.

On Thursday he gets a holiday—that
is to say, that no class is held; but he
has to be in the study room the whole
morning and evening. In the afternoon
he goes for a walk. Here again an Eng-
lishman would not understand, without
some explanation, what is meant by the
French schoolboy’s walk. The college is
divided into big, middle and small boys.
Each division is formed into ranks, and
thus, two by two, accompanied by ush-
ers, the boys are marched through the
streets. Silence is compulsory while in
town, and the ranks are not to be broken
until the little battalion has reached the
country. There they can play, walk or
sit on the grass, under the eyes of the
ushers, for an hour or two, when the
ranks are formed again and they are
marched back to what I have no hesita-
tion in calling their barracks, not to say
their prison. On Sundays, the boy who
has his parents or guardian in Swn is
allowed to go home for the day if he is
not kept in for one of those thousand
and one petty offenses invented at pleas-
ure by the ushers and their supporters.

On leaving school, on Sunday morn-
ing, he receives an exeat, on which the
hour of his departure is marked, and the
parents are to write on it at what time
be Las reached home. He has to be back

at school at 10 p. m., punctually, and
again his parents have to write on the
exeat at what time he left their house.
He generally returns on Sunday night in
a comatose state, and the home fare tells
sadly on the work he does on Mondays.
Ee gets fewer holidays than the more
fortunate British schoolboy; two months
in the summer, two or three days at the
beginning of the year, and a week or ten
days at Easter. Such is the happy life
that boys lead in French public schools.
Fortunately there is a great deal of gay
philosophy in the French mind, and the
close friendship that springs up between
the schoolboys and their esprit de corps
help them to endure this secluded life of
hardship and privation.

Now let us consider the influence this
kind of life has on the French boy’s
character, what work he does at school,
and who are the men that look after him.
Shut in by the high walls of his prison,
the poor French schoolboy is only too
prone to compare himself to the different
classes of society which he considers per-
secuted—that is, the inferior classes; and
he shows his sympathy with them by
adoptin the ideas of an ignorant de-
mocracy, and by often expressing them
in language which would be repugnant
to his dignity if he were free. Poor little
fellows! When they can evade the por-
ter’s vigilance, and run across the road to
buy a pennyworth of sweets, they feel
like perfect heroes of romance. On their
return, their schoolfellows flock round
them to sniff a little of the fresh and free
air that is brought inside the walls. If
the young scamps are punished for their
escapade, they bear it like champions of
liberty who have fought for the good
cause, and are looked up to by their com-
rades as martyrs and heroes.

Under the circumstances, it is not sur-
prising that they should now and then
show a spirit of rebellion. Suppose, for
instance, that some privilege which the
pupils have long enjoyed and looked
upon as their right has been withdrawn
rightly or wrongly, no matter which. In
such a case as this English schoolboys
would hold a meeting, probably presided
over by one of their masters, and they
would draw up a petition, which they
would send to the head master. Butin
French schools meetings are prohibited.
What will the boys do then? As I have
described elsewhere, they will probably
retire to a dormitory, there to sulk and
protest. They will erect barricades, lock
the doors, victual the intrenchments for
a few hours and prepare for a struggle.

Rebellion has wonderful charms for
them; they are insurgents, therefore
they are heroes. Don't ask them whether
their cause is good or bad. This matters
little; it will be sanctified by the revolu-
tion; the main thing is to play at the
‘“sovereign people.” These hot headed
youths will stand a siege as earnestly as
if they were defending their native soil
against the Prussians. Dictionaries, ink-
stands, boots, bedroom furniture, such
are the missiles that are pressed into
service in the glorious battle of liberty.
But alas for youthful valor! It all fades
before the pleadings of an empty stom-
ach; the struggle has to be abandoned,
the citadel forsaken, thearms laid down.
The misguided ones are received back
into the fold, to be submitted to stricter
discipline than ever; the heroic instigat-
ors of the little fete are in the end re-
stored to the tender care of their mam-

mas, or, in other words, expelled from
the school.

Corporal punishment is banished from
all schools in France. If a master were to
strike a boy, the odds are ten to one that
the boy would defend himself, and threas-
en the master with the first object—inkpnt
or book—he could lay his hand on. Boys
are punished by means of long and weary
impositions. If boarders, they are kept
in on Sundays, and thus prevented from
going home. This is a terrible punish-
ment. When they seem incorrigible
they are expelled. And for a boy to be
expelled from a French lycee is no light
matter; for the doors of all the others
are closed to him, and the faculties may
even refuse to allow him to stand as a
candidate for the university degrees,
His prospect in life may be ruined for-
ever; for in France a man who is neither
B. A. nor B. Sc. cannot study medicine
or the law; he cannot enter the military
schools, or be a candidate for any of the
government posts at home or abroad,
Business is the only opening left to him.

From the time table that I have given
at the beginning, it will be easily in-
ferred that, if the French schoolboy plays
less than the British one, he works much
more. But with what results? The
classes in French lycees contain from
eighty to a hundred boys. They are
generally composed of some ten pupils
of extraordinary capacities or industry,
of about twenty who follow the lectures
with some profit, of twenty more who
follow them anyhow, and of thirty, for-
ty, and even sometimes fifty poor boys,
neglected, forgotten, who do and learn
nothing, and are mere wall flowers.
They are all promoted by seniority—that
premium still given in France to stupid-
ity, as M. Leon Say once remarked in
the French senate. I remember school-
fellows of eighteen and nineteen in the
highest form who did not know their de-
clensions. Boys may be attentive or
not, as they please—that is théir busi-
ness. Provided they do not disturb the
peace, nothing more is required of them
in the upper forms. They may even go
to sleep, and the master will seldom take
the trouble to wake them up. If the boy
is not likely to do honor to his teaching,
he does not think it worth his while to
concern himself about him.

‘With such large classes as I have de-

scrihed, boys cannot and do not receive
indiwidual attention from the masters,
who deliver lectures to them, but cer-
tainly do not give them lessons, With
the amount of work that clever and in-
dustrious boys go through, each class
turns out at the end of the year at least
ten splendid scholars. As for the rest,
you see twenty good average boys, twen-
ty poor ones, and from thirty to fifty
hopeless ignoramuses, Each class has
to go through a course prescribed by the
minister of public instruction, and no
master has a right to read a book with
his pupils, not even the passage of a
book, that is not down on the minis-
terial programme. A professor who car-
ried his interest in his pupils the length
of introducing a new book in his class
would probably have his zeal rewarded
with a mastership inwhe college of some
little out of the way town 'in France, or
perhaps in Algeria. By this govern-
mental system of fuss and intrusion, it is
not only the talent of the pupil that is
stifled, but it is also the talent of the
master that is hampered.

What is to be admired in French
schools is that the boys get on very well
with one another. Friendship sprung
up at school often lasts a lifetime.

The boys stick by each other to such a
point that, rather than tell on an of-
fender. they will all allow themselves to

be punished for his oifense, even though
the punishment should amount to the
much dreaded detention on Sunday.

The hero of the French collegien is the
top boy of the class—not the quickest
runner or the best athlete. Thedunce is
the only comrade he despises. A boy
who has carried off a prize at the great
Sorbonne examination is for him the ob-
ject of an unlimited admiration, and he
feels inclined to lift his cap when he
passes near him.

The head of the college is called pro-
viseur. He does noteaching. Herepre-
sents high authority—that is to say the
government. He is a saluting machine,
He stands in the middle of the quad-
rangle as the boys proceed to their re-
spective class rooms. All take off their
caps as they pass before the mighty po-
tentate. The proviseur does not know
personally more than ten or twenty of
the thousand boys trusted to his care.
The work and discipline of the college are
under the supervision of a censor. The
masters, most of whom are ex-scholars
of the celebrated Ecole Normale Superi-
eure, are eminent men, but they never
mix with the boys out of school hours,
They are much respected by their pupils,
in whom admiration for talent is innate.
The ushers, or pions, are mere watch
dogs. They see that the boys are silent
in the study rooms, the refectory and the
dormitory. They are ignorant, ill bred
outcasts, whom the boys despise from the
bottom of their hearts.

When a French boy leaves school at 19
he issupposed to be prepared fora public
part.

II=THE FRENCH AT WAR.

Interesting Information About the Army
and Its Members from the Highest to
the Lowest Rank.

Jacques Bonhomme does not love his
army as John Bull loves his.

John gives ovations to his soldiers,
showers decorations on their heads when
they return home from a little expedi-
tion that will enable him to publish a
new map with one more little corner
marked in red; but if he goes to a pub-
lic place of entertainment, and meects a
soldier in uniform there, away he hur-
ries, exclaiming: “This place is not re-
spectable; soldiers are admitted!" In
the singular the warrior loses all his
prestige.

Very different are the feelings of
Jacques towards his army, He loves it
in the singular Lecausw his boy belongs
to it (every Frenchman has to serve in
the army). In the plural, howevar, it
represents authority, and he is well aware
that the army is ready for useas o police
force in case he ghould ever be tempted
to make his voice heard too loudly in de-
manding a reform. This is why French
soldiers in their different garrison towns
live a life apart. They do not mix with
the people, and have to put up with
“Coventry.”

The French army is viewed through
many spectacles. The Conservatives see
in it the preservers of order; the Radi-
cals a danger to the liberties of the na-
tion; the League of the Patriots call it
the hope of France. To the French Mary
Jane it is the repository of tender senti-
ments; to the tradesman of the garrison
town, a source of income. Ball giving
ladies like it because it provides them
with dancers who are as ornamental as
useful, though the officer’s uniform is no
longer the gorgeous dress it wasin my
time, when a lieutenar#s full uniform
cost from a half to a whole year's pay.
French girls have a deep conviction that
no man can make love like a young lieu-
tenant; but papa was always apt to
frown on him, knowing that this Romeo
had generally more gold on his shoulders
than in his waistcoat pocket, and that,
according to the army regulations, no
officer might marry a lady with less than
80,000 francs dot.

But here comes the regiment. Let us
open the window and have a look at the
““Children of France,” as Beranger called
them.

In front march the sapeurs, with their
long, bushy beards covering their chests.
Look at one and you will see them all.
Sapeurs are all alike; to be able to tell
one from another is a proof of marvel-
ous perspicacity. Under the empire the
sapeurs used to march with large white
leather aprons covering their chest and
legs, hatchets over their shoulders and
huge busbies on their heads; and they
formed an imposing looking body. The
aprons are now done away with, but the
hatchets are retained. Most of the offi-
cers’ orderlies were taken from this part
of the regiment, and it was a pleasant
sight to see one of these good fellows,
who are mostly middle aged, fatherly
looking men, with his apron on, leading
about the children of some married ofii-
cer, who made use of him as a dry
nurse (not so dry ecither, for we still say
in France ‘‘to drink like a sapeur”).

These big, kind, bearded nurses have
always been favorites with their little
charges, and are great at telling stories,

long stories, ending in the heroine’s
marrying a general. The office of the
sapeurs being to precede the regiment
and clear away all obstacles that could
impede its march, the hatchet was ori-
ginally a very important part of their
accouterment. But in these days virgin
forests are not plentiful in Europe, the
high roads are excellent, and the colonel
prefers to use them; so that now the
chief utility of the formidable tool is to
chop wood to make the pot boil.

Next come the drummers and buglers,
How martial they look with their heads
high, every head turned to the rightand
every bugle parallel, making the air re-
sound with their fanfares! They are
very popular with the soldiers. It isthe
buglers who, with their stirring notes,
cheer the men when they show signs of
flagging on a long, weary march, 1
have seen them at the foot of asteep hill,
tired, perhaps, with hours of marching.
“Sound the charge,” says the colonel,
and immediately, as if by magic, the
limp legs and backs straighten, and the
column of men step out bravely, singing
to the notes of the bugle:

Il y a la goutte a boire la-haut,
1l y ala goutte a boire.

The summit of the hill reached, the
goutte is dispensed by the Cantiniere, and
generally takes the form of a small glass
of brandy, which in time of peace has to
be paid for at the rate of a penny the
glass. The bugler has no need to pull
out his purse; every trooper is, ready to
treat him. Those of the men who have
seen active service can never forget how
those same notes that have just cheered
them up the hill nerved them when they
had to charge the enemy, and know that
in many a terrible battle, when the ene-
my’s guns did their deadly work too well,
one or two surviving buglers have brave-
ly cheered on the diminished ranks to
the last, and perhaps turned the fortune
of battle.

Next to the buglers comes the band.
The appearance of the bandsmen is not
varticularly martial: the ugiform is a

little bit neglize. We are in the pres-
ence of artistes now.

Why the trombone should be the old-
est member of the band I have never
been able to discover: but itisa fact that
he is, nine times out of ten, a gray head-
ed, spectacled man, with a grave expres-
sion and threestripes on his sleeves. He
feels the weight of his responsibility. It
is ail very well for the clarionet to take
life lightly: if he playsa note a little flat,
it passes in the general hum of the music
withoutany disastrous consequences; but
a wrong note from the trombone is awful
to think of! So he looks neither to right
nor left, and never loses sight of his ma-
jestic instrument. Asa man who only

plays accompaniments, the trombone is |

modest, and seems to apologize for the
noise he makes.

The cornet plays solos, and the ap-
plause he has won from the public in the
place d’armes has made him vain, Hold-
ing his instrument in the air, he is not
only seen and heard, but can see the ef-
fect he produces.  He is young and good
looking, waxes his mustache and is a
perfect lady killer. Cornet players, like
tenors, are conceited.

The flute is reserved. The habit of
casting down his eyes on his tiny instru-
ment has made him bashful.

The clarionet is a picture of misery.
With head bent down, he looks like a
plaintive philosopher giving utterance to
his sad views of life.

The masher of the band is the hautboi.
His uniform is unimpeachable, and more
than once the colonel has frowned on
him for showing too rauch white collar,
He gives private lessons in town.

The ophicleide is funereal. His general
expression is one of solemnity. The
only time his face lights up at allis when
he has to play the “Prayer of Moses” as
a solo. That is his triumph,

The bandmaster ranks with the quar-
termaster. In his numerous leisure hours
he composes variations on the principal
airs of “William Tell” and ‘‘Norma”—a
thankless task, seeing that these airs of
Rossini and Bellini are good enough for

most people in their original form. But |

it is his pride to see his name on a pro-
gramme in company with these great
ones, and so he works away at his *“Airs
from ‘William Tell,” arranged (deranged?)
by N , bandmaster of the Forty-sec-
ond Light Foot.” Just as every English
chemist has composed a special tooth
powder, every French bandmaster has
composed an arrangement of *“William
Tell.” !

Here comes the colonel on horseback.
He looks sad and carewqen., No won-
der, exclaims Jules Noriat, three thou-
sand men to manage, and the variations
on “William Tell” to hear every day at
dinner.

1 pass over the lientenant colonel and
the chief of squadron to have the plea-
gure of introducing to you a few subal-
terns, the non-commissioned officers, and
the French Tommy Atkins, who is called
“Pitou” by his compatriots.

The married officer keeps to himself,
and does his best to keep his wife at
home. French susceptibilities, in bar-
racks especially, are soon wounded, and
he wants to avoid the possibility of quar-
rels that might arise from the dear
ladies’ tattle. He does wool work in his
spare moments, and looks forward to the
time when he will be able to retire on
his pension. He is a peace loving man.
In the army matrimony is the grave of
glory.

The serious officer is the one who looks
for promotion. Ieis a soldier by pro-
fession - and by wvocation. He studies
tactics and military history, and prac-
tices fencing, shooting at targets, swim-
ming and all athletic sports. He has the
campaigns of Napoleon at his fingers’
ends. You will always see him poring
over maps. He studies geography and
the German language. He is of opinion
that when the French can all speak Ger-
man, the Prussians will have a hard
time,

The officer of fortune is the one who
has not got any-—and runs into debt.
Give him a wide berth; he is the bully
of the regiment, very quick to take of-
fense, and overticklish on the point cf
honor.

The officer who has risen from the
ranks is very popular with the soldiers,
whose wants he knows much better than

do the young lieutenants fresh from the
military school. Ifis messmates say ‘‘he
is not a gentleman.” He is, however, a
good soldier and a trusty, straightfor-
ward man. It is true that his manners
are not refined. He can speak very fair
French, but prefers bad language, and
can swear for a quarter of an hour with-
out using the same oath twing.

SOME DEATH PORTENTS.

To drecam of a white horse is a sign of death
in England.

A common saying in England is, “Happy
the corpse that the rain falls on.”

In Poland, Me., if a white horse draws the
hearse another death will soon follow.

In Peabody, Mass.,, whoever counts the
carriages at a passing funeral will die within
the year.

In Sussex, England, white animals mys-
teriously appearing at night are said to be
death warnings.

In Baldwinsville, N. Y., the clock should
be stopped at the time of death, as its running
will bring ill luck.

In Bwitzerland, if a grave is left open over
Sunday, it is said that within four weeks one
of the village will die.

If any one comes to a funeral in Ohio after
the procession starts, another death will oc-
cur in $ks same house.

It is said in Boston that if rain falls at the
time of the funeral it is a sign that the dead
man has gone to heaven.

If the grave is left open over Sunday in
Boxford, Mass., another death wlll occur be-
fore the Sunday following.

If rain falls on a new made grave in Bald-
winsville, N. Y., there will be another death
in the family within the year.

In West New York if rain falls into an
open grave another burial in the same ceme-
tery will occur within three days.

To keep the corpse in the house over Sun-
day in South Framingham, Mass., will bring
desth in the family before the year is out.

In Bohemia white horses are regarded as
warnings of death, though to have a white
horse in the stable is said to bring good luck.

In Bohemia death is considered as a white
woman (survival of the death goddess Mo-
rana), whose apparition is a sign of death to
the seer.

Tacitus mentions the spotless white horses
reared in sacred groves by the Germans of

his own day, from whose neighing auguries
were taken.

STOCK . BROKERS’

TECHNICALITIES,

A pool or ring is a combination formed to
control prices.

Long is when a person or party has a plen-
tiful supply of stocks.

A bull is one who operates to depress the
value of stocks that he may buy for a rise,

Overloaded is when the ‘‘bulls” cannot take
and pay for the stock they have purchased.

WIAT SHALL WE WEAR?

FASHIONS THAT ARE APPROVED AT
HCOME AND ABROAD.

New and Striking Fronch Gowns for Out
of Door Wear, in Which Various Ma~
terials Are Artistically Combined—Surah
Silk Day Dress.

Some very pretty things are now to be
seen in the way of gowns for out of door
wear, and latest French noveltiés are very
striking from the artistic manner in which
they combine a variety of materials and
colors. Serge, tartan, Astrakban, tweed,
beaver, velvet and fringze are among ma-
terials noticed in a few gowns. Quite a fancy
is axuibited, too, for delicate colors, such as
fawn, which, however, are hardly to be com-
wended on the score of usefulness,

F¥3. 1.—SERGE AND ASTRAKHAN GOWN,

Of recent out of door gowns, two stylich
French models are shown in the cuts. Fig. 1
is of dark green serge, with a border of tar-
tan ‘n a combination of dark red and green.
The bodice is half of tartan and half of serge,
trimmed with black passemnenterie. The vest
and panel are of black astrakhan,

Fig. 2is a gown of brocaded tweed in the
palest shade of fawn. ''ne brocaded cloth
waistcoat is edged with Dbeaver fur, and
there is a border of the same fur at the foot
of the skirt.

16, 2.—TWEED AND BEAVER GOWN.

a bashful young muu aud culuvates bim
when everybody counts him a bore.

She is the one wlho, when you are a guest
in her house, makes you feel that she has
simply been waitinyg for this opportunity to
be bappy, and that you are the honored
guest,

She is the one who doesn’t tell people uon-
pleasant things, and if she has a bad opinion
of anybody sums it all by saying: *‘1 do not
like her,” and gives no further explanation.
—Bab in Louisville Courier-Journal.

»TRAY BITS.

There are 135,000 Mormons in Utah’s total
population of 200,000.

Texas pays out $400,774 yearly for the edu-
cation of colored children.

Iron bricks are said to be in satisfactory
use in Germany for street paving.

The tomb of the late crown prince of Aus
tria is constantly covered with flowess.
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NEW YORK FASHIONS,

MILITARY STYLE, SO EECCOM-
ING TO YCUNG GIRLS.

THE

Alzs! Some Old Womea Will insist on
Adopting It. Though They Cannot Adaps
Themselves to It—Three Little Girls and
Their Dainty Dressing.

|Special Correspondence.j
NEw Yozrg, Nov, 28, —If it is true that

i man wants but little here below in the
! wav of clothes. that same is not true of

women, for they want a good deal, and
of an infinite variety, so that if comes
about that there is not a partof the

world, civilized or pot, that does not

furnish its meed for the embellishment

There are now sixteen Browning societies | .
| merce would receive some rude shocks

in the various provincial towns of Eagland.

Of the half dozen French cooks imported
by American millicnaires two years ago, not

| one has kept his place.

A very handsome gown, which is likely to |

meet with favor, is of brown serge with an
accordeon plaited, pointed panel on both
sides, The front of bodice and skirt are of
fancy striped silk, and the revers, collar and
cuff's of brown velvet.

Other stuffs that are selected for street
suits and church costumes include the popu-
lar camel’s hair, which, though of rough sur-
face, is yet soft finished. TFaced cloths are
also used, and suits in these stuffs may be no-
ticed at afternoon receptiouns, in the midst of
velvets and silks,

Surahb Silk Day Dress.

A reseda surah gown for day wear sent out
by Worth has been deftly arranged with
some guipure in Oriental coloring, worked in
points, which appsared at the waist and on
the front of the skirt. At the waist is a sash
tunic turning upwards at half the depth and
lined with velvet of the same shade. This is
used also for cuffs and for the pointed waist-
band; but the great novelty in the arrange-
ment of this bodice is a species of zouave
jacket coming from the side and shoulder
seams and tying in a loose knot in the center,
where it is fastened with a brooch like the one
at the throat. For wearing with this is a
small toque, having a fulled brim of velvet
matching that on the skirt, the top entirely
hidden by honeysuckles, blowaways and for-
get-me-nots, which carries out the tints
in the pointed lace-like embroidery. The
shoes provided to wear with this gown are of
Russia yellow kid, with a small buckle on the
instep: the stockings are of the same tint.

English Made Tailor Gowns.

The tailor made morning or street cos-
tumes worn by Eaglish women are as plain
as plain can be, looking almost like habits in
their severity. All the fulness is concen-
trated at the back ina few, well arrauged
plaits, but in the fall of the skirt lies the art
of the tailor. Dark blue cloth, heather mix-
tares in tweed, and gray vicuna, seem par-
ticularly fashionable. Nearly all these gowns
are now made with smart little outer jackets,
which can be worn over other skirts. These
are usually lined with bright colored Mer-
veilleux, and worn open, The more season-
able ones are the double-breasted, fastening
toone side. Some are finished with a nar-
row edge of beaver or otter, which imparts
a warm appearance. The fur,showing about
one inch, goes around the entire jacket,
sleeves and high upstanding collar.

Present Fashion in Perfumes.

The fancy indulged in by the fashionable
women the past two or three years for a dis-
tinctive perfume is no longer the style. The
present fad is to change one’s perfume with
one’s undergarments. If milady’s petticoat is
of yellow silk, jasmine is her perfume; if of
pink silk, the odor of hyacinths prevail, and
80 on throughout the list of colors and scents,
Conservative women, it may hardly be added,
follow their own sweet wills as regards both
the hue of their undergarments and the char-
acter of their perfumes, in the face of the
fact that Mrs. Whitney, Mrs. Astor and
other society ladies consider it good form to
use a perfume suggestive of the tint that
robes them.

THE POPULAR WOMAN OF TODAY,

She is the one whose children are seen but
not heard,

She is the one who wears well fitting clothes
and never minds telling the name of her
dressmalker.

She is the one who isloyal to her friends,
ignores her enemies, and loves her husband
and children.

She is the one who never makes you con-
gcious of the amount of money she has er
her lack of it.

She is the one who knows that big hats
were intended for the street and little bon-
nets for the theatre,

She ig the one who sees the possibilities of

A block of coal weighing five tons was
sent to the Paris exhibition as a specimen of
Welsh mining industry

Sir John Lubbock recently discovered that
the death rate in London is 16} per 1,000 as
against 17} in other Englisk cities.

There are 1,286 Russian woman writers at
the present day whose biographies are given
in Prince Galigni’s biograohical dictionary.

In Clearwater harbor, Florida, there is a
spring of delicious drinking water bubbling
through the mass of salt water which envel-
opes it.

A young farmer at Moreland, Pa., bas
named his cowsafter his varioussweethearts.
Although he has a large herd he found names
enough to go round.

The gallery of Madrid, one of the very
greatest in existence, has received a new
windfall in the gift of the pictures belonging
to the Dowager Duchess of Pastrano, 225 in
all

A Cleveland chemist says that people who
use kerosene lamps for a number of years
become so permeated with the oil that their
bodies after death scarcely need any embalm-
ing fluid to preserve them.

A magnificent English tree known as the
“Winfarthing oak,” which measured 38 feet
7inches in 1744, has again been measured
and found to have grown exactly seventeen
inches in the interval of 145 years.

The soil of northern Siberia at the close of
the sumumer is found still frozen for fifty-six
inches beneath the surface, and the dead that
have lain in their coffins for 150 years have
been taken up unchanged in the least.

The German naval authovities have been
making experiments lately with a torpedo
boat built of cowmpressed paper. The vessel
is 11 feet long and was found to show great

strength and more elasticity when rammed |

by another boat.

The bed which the German emperor and
empress occupted during their visit to the
Sultan, Edmund Yates tells The New York
Tribune, **was of sohd silver, with Oriental
curtains of surpassing richness, heavily em-
broidered with geld.”

Baron Hirsh has purchased Houghton Hall,
the ancient seat of the Walpoles, from the
Marquis of Cholmondeley for the sum of $1,-
500,000, Houghton Hall is not far from Sand-
ringham, the country house of the Prince of
Wales. One bundred and fifty years ago it

was one of the most popular places in Eng- !

land.

The southermost house in England is occu-
pied by the distinguished Cornish water color
artist, Mr. Thomas Hanrt. His studio, to
which connoisseurs and picture fanciers are
wont to make pilgrimages, is situated under
the shadow of the Lizard lighthouse, and the
southermost fixture of the work of human
hauds on the coast line of Old England is Mr,
Hart’s boathouse, at the foot of his delightful
garden and grounds.

A Presbyterian church in Melbourne has
introduced some innovations into its services,

| which, although happily blending patriotism

and piety, would startle the sober minded
Scotchman at home. The choir, composed of
gentlemen wearing the Highland kilt and
girls attired in the costume of the Lady of
the Lake, sing their hymmns of praise to the
music of the bagpipes. The ingenious person
who contrived these effects has his reward in
greatly enlarged congregations.

TEACH YOUR EOYS

To read alond when requested.

To cultivate a cheerful temper.

To help their mother and sister,

To wipe their boots on the mat,

To run, swim, carve and be neat.

To sew a button and to do an errand.

To speak pleasantly to an old woman,

To cut kindlings and to sing, if they can,

To help the boy smaller than themselves.

To put every garment in its proper place.

Not to tease boys smaller than themselves,

To be honest, make a fire and be punctual.

To remove their hats upon entering a
house.

To bang up their hats and respect their
teacher.

To keep their finger nails from wearing
mourning.

To hold their heads erect and button their
mother’s boots,

To be as kind and helpful to their sisters as
to other boys’ sisters.

To take pride in having their mother and
sisters for their best friends.

To close the door quietly, especially when
there is a sick person in the house.

To treat their mother as politely asif she
were a strange lady who did not spend her
life in their service,

If they do anything, to take their mother
into their confidence, and,above all, never to
lie about anything they have done,

When their play is over for the day, to
wash their faces and hands, brush their hair,
and spend the evening in the house.

Net to take the efisiest” chair in the room
and put it directlydn front of the fire, and
forget to offer it to their mother when she
comes in to sit down.

To make up their minds not to learn to
smoke or chew, remembering these things
are not easily unlearned, and that they are
terrible drawbacks to good men.

Not to grumble or refuse when asked to do
some errand which must be done, and which
would otherwise take the time of some one
who has more to do than themselves, —Somer-
ville Home Journal.

EXTREME HEAT IN ALL COUNTRIES.,

Bengal, 150 degrees Fahrenheit.

Central American Republic, 129,

Persia, 125; Calcutta, India, 120,

Borgu, Sahara desert, 153 degrees.

Cape of Good Hope, South Africa, 105,

England, Ireland and Portugal, 88 degrees,

Spain, Cuba, China and Jamaica, 110 de-
grees,

Greece, 109; Arabia, 111, and New York,
102 degrees.

Australia, 80; Scotland, 75; Sweden and
Norway, 65 degrees.

France, Denmark, Russia and the Sandwich
Islands, 100 degrees.

Iceland, 42, and Nova Zembla 32 degrees—
never above the freezing point.—Chicago
Mail, L £ R Tt D &

S8he Had Counted Them.

Grace—Mamma, dear, do you know you'’ve
got twenty-nine pins in the back of your
dress?

Mother—Good gracioms, child, how do you
knowt

Grace—Why, I've just pulled them out,—
Pick-Me-Un,

of feminine beauty
It is a very good thing, too, for com-

if there was a new law passed excluding
everything that was intended for women
in the remotest degree.

THE MILITARY STYLE.

Exploration of new countries, too,
would lose much of its popularity in the
public mind if it was known that it would
be uscless to bring back fur, feathers,
fabrics, textilesor jewels. As it is, there
is nothing that grows or is found on
land, or in the sea, or fiving through the
air that could. by any possibility,-be of
service to womankind that is not care-
fully gathered and tenderly treated until
it reaches their pretty hands.

How much pain, trouble. danger and
privation it has cost to bring to the mar-
kets the furs that adorn the softer sex;
perhaps not one of them ever thinks.
They are like sweet, unreasoning babies,
taking the prettiest and best of every=
thing as a natural right, without asking
from whence it comes or what it cost in
the wear and tear of human life.

There is not enovgh variety in ma-
terials of which to malke bonnets, so now
some one has invented the use of kid,
embroidered in silks and gold and silver
thread. [saw a bonnet day before yes-
terday by getting up on & chair and bor=
rowing an opera glass on account of the
compuactness of the crowd around it. It
was of pea green kid, embroidered in
pale pink silk floss and silver thread.
The crown, which was almost as big
and as flat as a plate, was embroidered
in a kind of conventionalized fleur de
lis pattern, and the coronet brim was
worked in the suime way. There was a
small bow of pink and green velvet rib-
bon on the top, which barely showed
above the coronet. There were no
strings. The opera glass, powerful as it
was, could not magnify the price. It
was already too big to come within its
focus.

Last night 1 went to the theatre. Ido
this every time the state of my finances
will permit: and I sat just behind two
lovely military girls, with a lovelier
young man, who seemed to be joint
property. They wore jackets braided in
military style, which s quitec a rage
among young girls who like to bes
thought dashing and gay. The hats
were small but pretty—one trimmed
with a wreath of velvet roses. The old
“sancer hat” is evidently coming around
again. The young n:an was ‘a blond—
that is, his head was. [ didn't see his
face. His hair Itad been clipped close,
and looked so like cream colored plush
that I had the hardest work to keep from
passing my band over it; just 1 like to
do with the sealskin coats and beaver
capes of my friends, to see how soft they
feel.

These semi-mili styles ate very
jaunty and becoming to most girls, but
alas! old women will wear them some-
times, thinking that what is prefty for
the girls must be pretty for them also.
They are of dark blue, drab, black, gray
and red beaver eloth, and once in awhile
you will see an ivory colored one. They
are trimmed with any kind of braid that
suits the wearcr best. The fur collar
can be worn or not. at plessure. The
pretty velvet basque portrayed in the
middle of the picture is of dark blue,
with ivory surah pufls and vest. 1 put
that in for contrast, and as a very beau-
tiful thing to wear with a plain skirt for
home toilets. Elack or any other coloz
would be as handsoine. '

ANGELS OF THE HOUSEHOLD.

I hope mothers will be pleased to see
the three little maids in their pretty and
easily made dresses. Household angels
they are, though their wings are fortu-
nately invisible. The little gowns are of
plain material in twilled wool, colored
flannel and cashmere, with full straight
skirts, with the exception of the middle
one, which has a full vest front waist,
and the front of the skirt is accordeon
plaited down to within six inches of the
edge of the skirt, which throws the fulls
ness into the edge in a ruffle. To this is "
a sash of velvet, to match the cuffs and
collar, All three of these pretty littls
gowns can be made easily, and they are
very dressy with a small outlay of time
and money. Orive HARPER |

Slightly Mixed.
“George has just_been sent; to Yale for fo
oars. ”n A
“Oh, well, I wouldn’t worry. If he be-
haves well perhaps they’ll let him out in threa
years."—Detroit News.

Not Happily Expressed.
Mrs. Smithingta
are always so kind il coming to see me off.
Little 'ribkm—-N@ at all; itis always a
pleasure,—Fun. %

Sweets with the Bltter.
“Come talk a walk, Judkins.”
“No, can’t. You see my wife's not well,
end I'm going to the theatre,—Fliegenda
Blaetter,

Strange, but TFrue.
Tweedledum—Funny about a door, isn't it}
Tweedledee—~What{

“Wears its locks perfectly plain, but ia,
often banged itself,"—Lawrence American. .
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Oh! Mr. Tibkin, yot
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