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• you know where the radio station is out--? 

J: uh huh. 

F: It was all, all wilderness out there then. The shopping center had not yet been built. 

J: Yeah. 

F: And this guy, Johnny Jones or whatever his name was, said to Helen, said, "this is really an isolated 

spot; are you sure you won't be robbed someday? You oughtta-are you insured?" And she didn't know 

so she went home and she asked her husband the lawyer. [She] said, "Charles, are we insured?" And he 

said, "No, we're not." So she said, "Well, we oughtta be! So let's get it." So he went out the next 

morning and insured the station against robbery. And yet, would you believe it? Uh, six days later they 

were robbed. 

J:Wow. 

F: And the whole station was robbed. It was empty and they went off the air for 3, 4 months and we had • to rebuild the station . And it turned out there were some high school kids, or young, young men, who 

were running and illegal station down there in the Southeast part of the state. And they were going 

around robbing all the other stations of their broadcasting equipment to make a station. And then they 

had the na·ivete to actually use that station that they had stolen and people recognized it. And they got 

it back, but meanwhile they had to replace it to keep the station going. 

J: Right, wow. So Helen had her show "Coffee Cup." Did she have that from the beginning? 

F: Eh? 

J: Uh, her show "Coffee Cup"? That she had did WMVO ... 

F: The Coffee ... yeah I engineered that program. Every morning, I would ... The station was about as big as 

this room. The whole station. The broad-the transmitter sitting in a corner, a desk, a phone-there 

were two rooms. No running water . And I filled in just for fun really, it was a hobby. I got paid very 

• miserably, I think a dollar an hour, or maybe fifty cents an hour, something like that. Anyhow, and I 



would work nights, after they're off the air with their regular programming. I would play records until 

about 11 o'clock every night you see. And uh, they had prerecorded it so you could buy a big disk-this 

big-that would have fifteen minute program on it and I would announce it and close it, you see. And 

each one would be, a, say this would be Benny Goodman's night and there'd be a program full of Benny 

Good mans. One of them, uh, had a great kick. There was a program with Lou Pollock. You've never 

heard of Lou Pollock. 

J: Nope. 

F: Have you, Miriam? 

M: Mm-mm. 

F: He um, his most popular piece was called "Charmayne." You ever hear of "Charmayne," a tune called 

"Charmayne?" 

J: No. 

F: Dada da dahh [singing] ... whatever. It was the number one hit, and it was written by my cousin. 

J: Oh! 

F: Who was Lou Pollack, who married my wife's, married my mother's first cousin. And he gave some 

music, sheet music that I could play in a little jazz band that I'd had going for me at uh, at uh Rutgers. I 

never had a jazz band here, but I did have one there at Rutgers. And uh, also at Swarthmore, I went to 

Swarthmore College and had a little band there. And Lou was very kind and he gave me some sheet 

music, uh, to be played by orchestras and we-it helped a lot. Anyhow, the point I was gonna make was, 

that um, what was the point I was gonna make? 

M: You were talking about Coffee Cup. 

F: What? 

J: Coffee Cup, Helen's show. 

F: Oh! Yeah. So I was sitting, I was there one evening and I walked in I was, it was, you know, it was 
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