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The
Place
to BE

Public life brings us together in
common activity: cheering on the
school sports team, enjoying Sunday dinner at a favorite restaurant, shopping at a local store. In
these public spaces we conduct
business, swap recipes, discuss issues of the day, relax with friends,
and welcome newcomers to town.

Public life knits together the diverse elements of a community
and fosters a sense of civic responsibility. But longer job commutes,
greater popularity of home entertainment, and online shopping
mean more time spent privately
and fewer opportunities to get together. To retain vitality, commu-

nities must continually nurture
their traditional gathering places
and invent
fresh opportunities to
enjoy the
company of A public bench outside Gambier’s Village
Market provides an informal space to meet
others.
up and engage with passersby. Courtesy Dan
McMahon

In the 1950s Pitkin’s Corner in downtown Mount
Vernon offered a place for
everyone to see and be
seen. Courtesy Janis Johnson,
The Artist’s Eye
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Place
to BE

The Place to Be is the project of a sociology
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Kenyon College, Gambier, Ohio. The
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The Place to Be is a presentation of
the Rural Life Center at Kenyon
College. The Rural Life Center promotes education, scholarship, and public projects about
Knox County, Ohio. In active partnership
with the surrounding community, we seek to
ensure the vitality of rural life in a changing
society. For further information, visit our Web
site at http://rurallife.kenyon.edu.
This exhibit is part of an initiative, Rural
by Design, promoting rural sustainability in
Knox County and is made possible with support from the McGregor Fund of Detroit,
Michigan. The McGregor Fund is a private
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Katherine and Tracy McGregor "to relieve the
misfortunes and promote the well-being of
mankind." The foundation awards grants to
organizations in the following areas: human
services, education, health care, arts and culture, and public benefit. Visit www.mcgregorfund.org for additional information.
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In the 1960s The Birth of Dixie play
offered a shared narrative of Mount
Vernon’s history that included local
nineteenth-century musicians Dan
Emmett and the Snowden family.

Widely attended, this 1950s Memorial Day celebration paid tribute to
the community’s longstanding
tradition of service to
the nation.

Public Square
“[The Public Square] sends a message, I believe. When you come to the center of Mount Vernon, you
have this Civil War monument, you also have the fountain, you also have the Veterans Walk of Honor, and
a place to sit in some sort of serene, outdoor area. It not only means a lot to the people who come and live
in the area, but also to the people who are passing through.” Richard Mavis, mayor, Mount Vernon
Dedicated on July 4, 1877, the Mount
Vernon Civil War monument commemorates Knox County residents who gave
their lives in this divisive war. Courtesy
Knox County Historical Society

In the 1870s Mount Vernon displayed local
and national pride by holding a Memorial
Day parade for Knox County’s Civil War
veterans. More than three thousand local
men had fought in the war. Courtesy Knox
County Historical Society

“[The Farmers Market] is appy, but
it’s relaxed. People are taking time to
catch their breaths, stop, and talk to
someone. During the week it’s always
on your cell phone, driving down the
road, no time to stop and smell the
roses, so to speak. But they do it at the
Farmers Market on Saturdays.” Troy
Cooper, county director, OSU Extension Office–Knox County

Public Square
“What defines a community like Mount Vernon is its Public Square. When they had World War II, the
honor roll of those who died was posted on the square. When Clement Vallandigham gave his famous
antiwar speech during the Civil War, it happened on the square. It’s a place of public discourse, it’s a place
of celebration, it’s a place of memory.” Pat Crow, director, Knox County Convention and Visitors Bureau

Since the city was founded in 1805,
Mount Vernon’s Public Square has
been a focal point for public life.
The many events on the square
have a distinctly local character: in
rallies, demonstrations, and parades,
residents come together to express
community values and to engage in
civic discourse. Area
citizens and
visitors alike
enjoy the Saturday mornWhen Japan surrendered and World War II ended
ing Farmers
on August 15, 1945, men, women, and children
gathered in the square to share the news and celebrate
the victory. Courtesy Knox County Historical Society
Markets, First
Fridays, and the annual Dan Emmett Music and Arts Festival,
which draws over twenty thousand
people and is a highlight of the
year. The Public Square remains a
monument to the past and a symbol of Mount Vernon’s continued
vitality.

Celebrations on the square not only
have a civic component but also are distinctly social. When World War I ended,
hundreds of citizens flooded the square
and joyously paraded down Main Street.
Courtesy Knox County Historical Society

Storefronts and buildings on the square have had a wide variety of
uses. Here, the Masons of Mount Vernon celebrate their 1910
Centennial Parade in front of the Masonic Lodge on the square.
The building now houses a tailoring and alterations shop. Courtesy
Knox County Historical Society
Background photo courtesy Bill Ernst

Main Street
“At older places like Zink’s Market you would removed, Main Street was that.” Corby Wise,
advertising manager, Mount Vernon News

The Heritage Centre Association’s First Friday Cruise-Ins
recall aspects of Friday night cruising of the 1960s–1980s,
when young adults would drive from one end of Main Street
to the other. Courtesy Andrew Ricard

“The majority of Mount Vernon probably
goes to Coshocton Avenue, but there is still a
population who appreciates [Main Street]. I
still appreciate it even though I don’t go
down there as much as I’d like. You know
you’re in a specific city when you’re on Main
Street; when you’re on Coshocton, you
could be anywhere.” Lee Schott, Mount
Vernon High School Class of 2005

Monthly First Friday
events are popular among
people of all ages. Courtesy
Andrew Ricard

Main Street
“My mother worked at Ringwalt’s for about eighteen years, and oftentimes I would pick her up
when the stores closed on Friday nights. Stores closed at nine back then, and you were lucky if
you got the customers out by nine-thirty. You could hardly get through the downtown, it was so
busy then.” Susan Kempton, Mount Vernon native

An electric streetcar once weaved through downtown, providing
public transportation before the increased use of personal
automobiles. Courtesy Knox County Historical Society
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Recently added to the National Register of Historic Places, Mount Vernon’s
Main Street runs through the heart of
Knox County. While the convenience
of superstores and fast-food chains
along Coshocton Avenue threatens the
area’s family-owned businesses, citizens
continue to value local, independent
establishments that make downtown
unique. Though most lunch counters
have disappeared and fashionable
department stores have closed, other
Main Street gathering places are being
reborn. Today, First Friday Cruise-Ins
have replaced Friday night cruising
around the Public Square. The Saturday morning Farmers Market evokes
1950s family shopping trips to Pitkin’s
Corner. These revitalization efforts
hold promise that Main Street will
continue to draw the Knox
County community together along its wide sidewalks and quaint stores.
Center: Lunch counters at institutions like Heckler’s Pharmacy and
Jody’s Diner attracted both high schoolers and professionals to Main
Street for social afternoon meals. Courtesy Sips Café
Left: In 1966 Look Magazine designated Mount Vernon an "All-American
City," in part because of its historically bustling downtown.
Courtesy Sips Café

The Alcove
“The Alcove is unique; it’s not a franchise. It comes with a history, and I think people can
sense that when they walk in.” Bruce Jacklin, director, Alcove Dinner Theatre

“Meet me at the Alcove” has been
a popular phrase heard throughout downtown Mount Vernon
since the late 1930s. Today, the
Alcove continues to preserve its
historical tradition and warm
character. The restaurant is for
more than dining–it’s a stage for
the arts, a meeting space for
business people and civic groups,
and a gathering place for regulars
and visitors alike. In an age of
eating on the go, the Alcove and
its patrons recognize its importance as an enduring part of the
Knox County community.

The lounge, also known as “the Library,” offers a comfortable setting for friends and
families to relax and dine.

Characters Christine and Rhoda Penmark embrace
during an emotional scene in the Alcove Dinner
Theatre's production of The Bad Seed. Courtesy
Bruce Jacklin & Company

The Alcove
“The Alcove remains a destination, which helps draw people to our
community. It’s an anchor for the downtown district.” Diane Fulton,
Alcove employee
“We used to
meet at Mazza’s
Restaurant, but
since it closed we meet at the
Alcove. These types of restaurants are
going by the wayside. We’re going to
‘if I don’t get my meal in five minutes,
I’m beeping the horn.’ That’s something that’s missing in our society: the
sit-down meal, the enjoying of the
meal.” Ginny Williams, Exchange
Club member

Top right: Fred A. Surlas emigrated from Greece and co-founded Candyland with Peter J.
Francis in 1911. Courtesy the Alcove
Top left: Candyland was transformed into the Alcove in 1937 with the addition of
sandwiches and other home-style dishes. Courtesy the Alcove
Above: Candyland, circa 1911, provided a meeting place for high schoolers to enjoy
ice cream and candy. Courtesy the Alcove
Left: The Alcove menu of the 1930s cited the Prohibition Law, warning against the
consumption of alcoholic beverages. Courtesy the Alcove

Woodward Opera House
“It’s an opportunity for community building. It brings in educational types of things, musical types of things, and opportunities you normally would not have. It also brings in people
from outside the community, which hopefully will generate commerce. It’s a win-win-win
situation.” Mike Petee, volunteer and performer, The Place at the Woodward
A playbill for the 1892 performance of The Witch.
Shows at the Woodward were in such high demand
that many sold out a week in advance. Visitors and
locals competed for the loudest applause. Courtesy
Knox County Historical Society

Phase four of the Woodward project will transform the interior of
the theater to its original architecture. Courtesy Charlotte Woolf

A vaudeville trunk on display at the Woodward.
The theater reflected the changing entertainment
scene in Knox County, welcoming famous traveling
acts from all over the country.
Courtesy Charlotte Woolf

Even after one hundred years,
elements of the Woodward’s
original aesthetics remain in
place. Courtesy Charlotte Woolf

Woodward Opera House
“Everyone attended.… Local people performed there. The local Elks Club would have
minstrels there. It was like a precursor to today’s Tonight Show, so the things that we have
today that get a little carried away, they were doing then.” Sandy Crow, project assistant,
Woodward Development Corporation
“In order to understand the
Woodward’s significance to
public life, you have to get yourself into what life was really like.
Most jobs were manual labor,
people would work all day, and
where did you go for entertainment? Where did you go to
learn things, to hear lectures on
lightning and electricity? Where
did you go to participate in public discourse?” Pat
Crow, project manager,
Woodward Development Corporation

The Woodward is the
oldest authentic nineteenth-century theater still standing in America. During the
Woodward’s early years, lively
crowds flocked to see both traveling musicians and homegrown
talent. The building itself was truly
multipurpose, providing a venue
for lectures and discussions as well
as a space for businesses. Once the
heart of Knox County’s entertain-

In the 1870s the building underwent expansion
to accommodate larger crowds. Courtesy Knox
County Historical Society

ment culture, today
the Woodward is undergoing extensive restoration. The Shoppe at
the Woodward sells gift items with
Ohio flair, and The Place at the
Woodward provides a stage for
chautauqua and lyceum shows.
The Woodward aims to rebuild its
role as a dynamic center for the
community’s economic and artistic
aspirations.

This 1889 issue of The Programmer featured local business advertisements. The Woodward’s success encouraged the establishment of
other businesses in downtown Mount Vernon. Courtesy Knox County
Historical Society
Center: A packed house at a chautauqua performance at The Place at
the Woodward. “It really has become a social type of thing, and a lot
of friendships have grown here.” Mike Petee, volunteer, The Place at
the Woodward. Courtesy Mike Petee

Public Library
“The library is a quiet place to sit and think clearly, but occasionally, a friend and I will
meet here and 'study' something together in one of the louder areas." Vanessa Gertel,
Knox County Career Center student

Today’s library is not just for checking out books. Whether it’s for
enjoying others’ company during a
brown-bag chat, searching the Internet for jobs in the community, or
simply browsing the stacks, everyone
goes to the library. Open from early
morning
to late
evening,
the library
offers a
free, safe,
and comfortable
People of all ages played with science experiments at a
brown-bag chat hosted by the Science Play-Space Initiaspace. It
tive, a local nonprofit that offers informal science
serves as a education.
respite from daily routine, promoting lifelong learning with programs
like Family Storytime and Teen
Game Club. Above all, the library
creates a casual atmosphere that patrons use as they see fit.

Top left: Although traditionally a quiet space for studying, the library is often just the
opposite. Courtesy Mount Vernon Public Library
Below left: In 1990 patrons and employees decorated the library’s Bookmobile for the
Christmas Walk and Parade in Mount Vernon. Courtesy Mount Vernon Public Library

Public Library
“It’s hard to characterize our patrons. They really cross all of the social categories and
divisions: young, old, in between, rich, poor. You never know who’s going to walk through
the door." John Chidester, director, Mount Vernon Public Library
“As educators, the
library is very important for my husband
and me. Our kids see
the nature of the library; even from very
young we took them
there. Now, at fourteen
and eighteen, they see
the library as a wonderful haven.” Loretta
Rearick, Kenyon College piano instructor

Above left:
Long-time patrons maintain fond
memories of the original library building, which
was replaced in 1952. Courtesy Knox County Historical Society
Summer reading programs provide a great educational
resource for children in the community. Courtesy
Mount Vernon Public Library

Above: Catching up with librarians is sometimes more important than catching up with reading. Courtesy Mount Vernon
Public Library

First Congregational Church
“It’s a meeting place. It’s a social place. It’s a place where people can come together,
participate with one another, and touch each other’s lives.” Janet Wacker, member since 1953

Top: “Every year at Christmas time, probably forty or fifty families will make some
of their traditional family cookies.”
Beverly Morse, member since 1967.
Courtesy First Congregational United
Church of Christ
Bottom: During the Civil War,
the church became a “tailoring shop.”
Women made blouses, scrapped lint,
and rolled bandages for soldiers.
Today, women from different
churches come together to quilt
for pleasure. Courtesy First
Congregational United Church
of Christ

Above: Ken Black, one of the youngest World War II enlistees from Knox County,
is seen here in 1942 driving his sulky past the church. His family’s membership in
the church has spanned five generations. Courtesy Nanette Black
Left: Founded in 1834, the church did not move to its present location until 1868.
In 1916 the church removed its steeple, which had been struck by lightning several
times. Courtesy First Congregational United Church of Christ

First Congregational Church
“I see our church as a place for those who are spiritually seeking. There’s no judgment.
[The church] allows God to speak to everybody in a different way.” Reverend Keith Stuart

Mount Vernon’s
dispute over slavery led to the birth
of the First Congregational United
Church of Christ
in 1834. Its firm
abolitionist stance
was controversial,
The church recently celebrated 175 years of
being “servants in the service of mankind.”
and the church
Courtesy First Congregational United Church
of Christ
continues to advocate for social justice and upholds
sometimes unpopular beliefs. As
the first church in Knox County
open to and affirming of people of
all sexual orientations, it maintains
a commitment to bringing people
together from all backgrounds to
worship in a “spirit
of community,
learning, trust,
and love.”
Planted in 1998, the
church’s peace pole
symbolizes its long-standing
commitment to promoting
social justice, locally and
globally. Courtesy First Congregational United Church of Christ

The annual Spring Fling brings together women of
the church for a meal prepared by the men. Here,
Joan Cassell celebrates the occasion with her family.
Courtesy First Congregational United Church of Christ

“The church connects me to
Mount Vernon as a community in a way that nothing
else does. When I think
about how I’m plugged into
Mount Vernon outside of
Kenyon, it is the church. It
helps me feel grounded in a
different way to this place.”
Jené Schoenfeld, member
since 2008
New and familiar faces can be seen
congregating together after every
Sunday service. Courtesy First Congregational United Church of Christ

Friday Night Football
“When everybody leaves the game they tune in to WMVO to hear who won the other
games, and that’s a great community tradition. Some people call in even before the
game’s over.” Eric Helt, East Knox Bulldogs supporter
Schools have strengthened their safety policies for football
traditions, but students still enjoy nighttime bonfires that
promote school spirit and identity. Courtesy
Danvillefootball.com

Every fall, Knox
County residents
eagerly await Friday
nights to display the
colors of their local
high school and
bring town spirit to
the football field.
As the sky darkens,
field lights illuminate the crowd,
tradition, the East Knox
capturing the excite- Maintaining
Bulldogs tear through a spirit banner as
enter the field. Courtesy Knox County
ment and action of they
Historical Society, Derick Busenburg
the game. Friends,
neighbors, and families cheer on
teams as they have for generations.
Parents and grandparents recall
wearing their football, cheerleading,
or marching uniforms with pride;
many children anticipate the day
when they will do the same. While
today’s pay-to-play policies may
limit future student participation,
Friday night football maintains its
traditional status as a welcoming
event that deepens community
identity.
“There are people that go there just to see people—it’s the thing to do on Friday
night. You know everybody’s going to be there.” Ed Honabarger, football coach
and principal, East Knox High School. Courtesy Danvillefootball.com

Friday Night Football
“There is no doubt that the people rally around football. If your football team is doing well,
there is so much pride. Everyone wants to help; everyone wants to pitch in. People really support the kids and the school.” Derick Busenburg, athletic director, East Knox High School

Cheerleaders rally the crowd with spirited routines and
chants while the marching band plays upbeat fight
songs. Courtesy Derick Busenburg

“My dad has always
run the chains on the
sidelines, the down
marker, for probably
about forty years. My
mom would help in
the boosters, and now
I run the concession
stands during the
games. She’ll work
there during the
games, popping the
popcorn.” Darcy
Knight, treasurer, East
Knox Athletic Booster
Club

Left: As the popularity of
electronic entertainment has increased over
the years, game attendance among younger residents has
declined. However, many youth still support their classmates
and enjoy the lively atmosphere. Courtesy Derick Busenburg
Above: Supporting your team starts at a young age. Courtesy
Danvillefootball.com
-

WMVO
“Communities have changed, and small-market radio, the business itself, has changed. And we are,
in some respects, still doing things small-market radio always has been expected to do, and it’s
largely due to people like Marty Trese, Dave Bevington.” Jim Stoner, general manager

It all began with Helen Zelkowitz’s
farmhouse on a hill. In 1950
Zelkowitz met a man who had
been looking for farmland near
the city that might be suitable for
setting up a broadcasting station.
Later that year WMVO was born
on her property along Coshocton
Avenue. Long dedicated to community service,
WMVO continues
to support public
initiatives such as
Food for the
Hungry. Like the
surrounding
Helen Zelkowitz (center) at an early
landscape,
remote broadcast. Broadcasts like
this allowed radio personalities the
WMVO has unopportunity to interact directly
with the community they served.
dergone significant The first live remote broadcast took
place outside Pitkin’s Corner.
Courtesy Knox County Historical
changes over the
Society
years, adapting to
advances in technology, economic
pressures, and nonlocal ownership. Although locally produced
programming has dwindled,
WMVO strives to remain relevant
in the community with programs
like Tradio, Knox AM, and Open
Debate.

A pioneer of women’s broadcasting, “Mrs. Z,” as she was affectionately
called, was inducted into the Ohio Women's Hall of Fame in 1982.
Helen Zelkowitz’s program Over the Coffee Cup served Knox County for
forty-four years, providing lively discussion and free education about
community issues. Courtesy Knox County Historical Society

WMVO

Today, WMVO continues its commitment
to being “Live, Local, and Connected.”
Courtesy Knox County Historical Society

“It’s like a companion, and [listeners] really know it is when it’s a disaster.
During weather, they glue themselves to the radio and want to know
everything that’s going on. Just to hear a human voice on that radio,
knowing that there’s somebody alive out there even though they can’t get
out of their house.” Ron Staats, former WMVO radio personality

“It’s no exaggeration to say that Helen
Zelkowitz came here and founded the station out of a desire to do public service. She
wasn’t doing it for the money, and she
wasn’t doing it for the glory; she was doing
it for any way she could do a public service
in the county.” Franklin Miller Jr., former
radio engineer and DJ, WMVO; emeritus
physics professor, Kenyon College

Working at WMVO for over forty years, Dave
Bevington, news director and host of Open
Debate, believes that despite the obvious
changes in radio, “we do more local programming than most small markets. We go from
nine until two, all live and local.” Courtesy
Knox County Historical Society

Ron Staats was a
visible media personality in the
community. His favorite venue was the
Knox County Fair:
“I met so many nice
people I could talk to.
We didn’t change the
world, but what we did
was, we existed better in
the world.”

In 1982 long-time radio personality
Charlie Kilkenny drove his pickup to
the Public Square, where he told his
listeners to meet him with food donations for the community food pantry.
To this day, the measurement tool for
how much food is raised for Food for
the Hungry is based on the size of Charlie
Kilkenny’s truck.

WMVO still stands on the
same hill on Coshocton
Avenue, known by locals as
“Radio Hill.” Courtesy Knox
County Historical Society

The Post Office
“If you are in the post office, you know that you are from here. Closing suburban post
offices isn’t a big deal, but it’s more of a loss in urban and rural areas, where they are
centers of social activity. ” Alison Furlong, Gambier patron
“The sense of community
in Brinkhaven is around
the post office because it is
the only thing in the community. Residents will
come in and ask if I’ve
seen a neighbor because
she is always at the post
office by nine fifteen. If
she isn’t there by ten they
will send an alarm and
knock on her door to
check on her. Where else
can you go like that?”
Jane Allen, Brinkhaven
postmaster/Danville office
manager

Above: In Gambier, the post office offers a unique, 24-hour meeting space.
Courtesy Kenyon College Special Collections
Upper left: The Gambier Post Office, depicted here in 1895, has long been a
community gathering place. Courtesy Kenyon College Special Collections
Lower left: Post office employees remember box numbers of residents who
moved away years ago. One Gambier clerk knows not only everybody’s
names but also their birthdays. Courtesy Kenyon College Special Collections

The Post Office
“The postmasters call me by name. They get treats at Christmas, they give me little valentines. If I stand around the post office long enough on a Saturday morning, I’ll see almost
everybody I know.” Alice Straus, Gambier patron

Visiting the post office is a daily
ritual for people of all ages.

The antique glass-front boxes at the Danville Post
Office are material reminders of its deep history.

It’s noon at the Danville Post Office.
Manager Jane Allen swaps jokes with
a patron who catches up on local
news posted on the community bulletin board. Allen and her clientele
continue a relationship valued
within rural towns and villages across
America. In these locales post offices
are essential centers where residents
come together and connect. They
also provide needed services for
small business owners and the
Amish.
Today,
technological innovations
including
email and
This U.S. Mail wagon formerly completed Rural Free Delivery
social
(R.F.D.) service in Knox County. For county residents unable
media call to drive, a post office within walking distance is essential.
into question the future of paper
mail. While the Gambier Post Office
continues to thrive, budget issues
threaten to close the Brinkhaven
Post Office, thus interrupting a vital
source of community identity and
well-being.

County Fair
“There are so many things I like about the fair, but mostly it’s the people
you meet. We’ll sit, play cards, and show our animals. Being at the fair, you
get to talk with friends, meet friends, and be with your animals. If we’ve got
pigs that are tame enough, we’ll use them as pillows and take naps.” Kirby
Philips, member, Grove 4-H Club

Onlookers eagerly await the
judge’s decision about a 4-H
poultry entry. Contestants are
assessed on their ability to point out key
features of the animal. Last year, more
than one thousand Knox County youth
participated in 4-H.

Cheers from the arena join
sounds of engines revving, auctioneers hollering, and friends
laughing. The smell of fresh funnel cakes and pork sandwiches
fills the air. For one week each
summer, people from all over
central Ohio make their way to

the Knox County Fair. Crowds
gather by the thousands for
evening events, such as the horse
pull and monster truck derby, as
well as daytime livestock and art
shows. Events have changed over
the years, especially at the Junior
Fair; 4-H club members now

compete in modern activities like
rocketry in addition to the traditional livestock and sewing projects. A staple community event
for more than 150 years, the fair
celebrates the county, its culture,
and its accomplishments.

County Fair
Postcards were once popular fair souvenirs.
Courtesy Knox County Historical Society

“This is the biggest event in Knox County. I think it really goes back to
our roots. There is something about a fair that takes people back in time.”
Troy Cooper, county director, OSU Extension Office–Knox County
The fair has drawn crowds of
thousands since it started in
1849. Courtesy Knox County
Historical Society

Between rides, exhibitions,
and fair food, there is
something for everyone,
old timers and newcomers
alike. Courtesy Janis Johnson,
The Artist’s Eye

“The kids really feel supported, especially when they’re selling their final work at the auction.
They get lots of money from different companies here in the community. Some of them get their
college money from doing this for years.” Jean Wyatt, former 4-H club advisor and member

Owl Creek Auction
“I call auctions spectator sports. People like to come and compete, people like to come and
watch. Some like to come and eat the food, some just come and visit–it’s a social event.”
Jerry Scott, auctioneer

Tourists and locals alike know Owl Creek
manager Kelly Brown. Regular buyers who
can’t make it to the auction might call Brown
to place a bid for them.

As long as there have been people
with things to sell, auctions have
provided communities with a tangible venue for public commerce.
At the Owl Creek Produce Auction
in Waterford, Amish and “English”
of all ages gather inside a modest,
open-air pavilion to exchange produce and to socialize. To a visitor,
the produce auction can seem
chaotic, with the fast-paced singing
calls of an
auctioneer, the
hustling
of buyers
pallet-jacking colorful produce onto trucks and buggies,
and farmers running across the
auction floor to place bids on multiple products at once. Created to
enhance the sustainability of local
family farming, Owl Creek draws
a diverse community for commerce, tourism, networking, and
catching up with one another.

Auctioneer Larry Moore must pay close attention to everything going on
around him. Once the auction begins, buyers often raise their bids through a
slight twitch of the eyebrow or a barely visible nod of the head.

Owl Creek Auction
“I think one of the reasons why people come is to have a sense of a time that’s forgotten,
of so many things that used to matter.” John Marsh, AVI buyer

“There’s a real feel for deep
friendships [between the
Amish and the English] even
though we’re culturally a long
ways apart. There’s a certain
recognition that we need each
other.” Kelly Brown, manager,
Owl Creek Produce Auction

With rows and rows of produce to be sold,
auctioneer Larry Moore moves quickly
through each lot.

The Grange

The grange was instrumental in establishing the Rural
Free Delivery postal service, agricultural extension,
national farm insurance, and FFA and 4-H programs.
Courtesy Ohio State Grange

“A lot of people live in different parts of the county and don’t see
each other often. So the grange gives them an opportunity to
meet.” Lonnie Totten, deputy master, Monroe-Dan Emmett Grange

Historically, the grange served as an informal educational center, providing rural farming families with information on modern agricultural techniques
and technologies, innovative craft activities, and national political news. Courtesy Ohio State Grange

The Wayne Grange hall in Fredericktown serves as an important public meeting place.

In 1873 railroad monopolies
began charging farmers unreasonably high prices to transport
their crops. One evening in
Waterford Township, several
families joined together to voice
their grievances, and the first
grange in Knox County was
born. Since that time, township
grange halls have served as important
meeting
places for
residents
to engage
in grassroots poliEvery summer, the Ohio State Grange sponsors
tics,
camp sessions for its youngest grangers. Courtesy Ohio
State Grange
socialize
with distant neighbors, and improve public life. As current
members age and younger generations leave their rural homes,
the grange faces many challenges.
Yet for those involved, the
grange continues to be an important source of community
identity and fellowship.

The Grange

Ohio grange members meet annually with government officials in Washington, D.C., to advocate
for pressing rural issues, such as broadband access, farmland preservation, and affordable health
care. Courtesy Ohio State Grange
Below: The grange was one of the first rural institutions to provide social, recreational, and artistic
activities that enhance community life. Grange-sponsored theater productions, sporting events, and
cooking competitions continue to this day. Courtesy Lonnie Totten

“I think [public] life has
changed–I don’t think the
youth of today have
grasped the idea of the
grange. When I was growing up, we were family; we
stayed together. Now we’re
in competition. People just
want to do their own little
thing.” Mary Jewell, Knox
County junior deputy,
Pomona Grange; deputy,
Licking County Grange;
president, Union Grange

“I would call us a family organization–community-minded,
making laws at the grass roots that will affect positively the
people in rural communities.” Lisa Tharp, president,
Wayne Grange; legislative director, Ohio State Grange

Kokosing Gap Trail
“In the spring, on a 70° or 80° day, the parking lot in Mount Vernon will be stuffed. There
isn’t enough room. There are hundreds of people using the trail.” Randy Cronk, chair,
Kokosing Gap Trail Incorporated
“I was riding [my bike on
the trail] at least a dozen
times a summer. I think
it’s nice that it’s really
dedicated to pedestrians
and cyclists. And also, it’s
really beautiful.” Heather
Doherty, program manager, Brown Family Environmental Center,
Kenyon College

Courtesy Phil Samuell

Although the trail is not plowed in winter, it still provides a
beautiful park space for those brave enough to venture through the
snow—often even on skis. Courtesy Phil Samuell
Right: The Howard tunnel is one of the most idyllic spots on the trail,
and a favorite for photographers and trail-goers alike. Courtesy Phil Samuell and Kokosing
Gap Trail Incorporated

“Now that it’s built, people have come up to me
and said, ‘You know, I
was opposed to this project, but I think this is the
best thing that ever happened to Knox County.’”
Phil Samuell, former
chair, Kokosing Gap Trail
Incorporated

Kokosing Gap Trail
“The price to be on earth is to leave it a little better than you found it. I think [the trail] has
truly enhanced the quality of life for people in Knox County.” Phil Samuell, former chair,
Kokosing Gap Trail Incorporated
On a warm and sunny day, Knox
County residents flock to the
Kokosing Gap Trail, a linear park
that reclaims fourteen miles of old
Pennsylvania Railroad tracks. The
twenty-year-old trail encourages interaction with both the landscape
and the community, providing an
attractive and safe place for residents of all ages to experience local
beauty. Weaving through towns,
woodlands, and farmlands, it
crosses the
scenic Kokosing River
twice, and
even offers a
playground
The retired railroad caboose in Gambier offers a
for young
popular stopping place to experience the history
of the trail.
trail-goers.
Whether biking, roller skating, running, or walking, you’re bound to
see a friendly patron of the trail—so
don’t hesitate to say “Hello!”

The Kokosing Gap Trail commemorated
its anniversaries with posters celebrating
the park’s success. Courtesy Phil Samuell

Local Bar

Benjamin Butler, the first tavern
owner in Mount Vernon, used his
tavern on the corner of Main and
Gambier Streets in a ploy to establish Mount Vernon as the county
seat. A. Banning Norton, A History
of Knox County, Ohio, from 1779
to 1862

“People know when they come in they're going to generally see friends,
their friends. Larry [co-owner] knows just about everybody around here. I know about
half. It's definitely a gathering place.” Lee “Buzz” Ickes, co-owner, Howard Hilton

In order to remain neighborhood
places, some bars limit their advertising
to word of mouth and Facebook.
Courtesy Matt Witmer

“I've traveled all across America, and at
the little dive bars, I've found that there
are more people like me.” Nicholas A.
Batenburg, patron, Howard Hilton.
Courtesy Matt Witmer

As centers for politics and business,
taverns are deeply rooted in Knox
County. Today, bartenders still know
everybody and pour drinks before
asking for orders. Friends cluster
around bar stools and pool tables to
exchange raucous stories and playfully tease one another over cold
ones. Providing a respite from daily
tedium, bars attract workers finishing
their shifts as the sun rises, families
enjoying lunch, and a core of
devoted regulars throughout the day.
The occasional stranger can always
find space at the bar, and a microphone on karaoke night. Though a
bar's name may change, a single
building
often houses
an establishment for
decades. Patrons remain
loyal to their
The Clinton Tavern was one of the first brick
neighborstructures in Knox County. Courtesy Mount Vernon
hood tavern: Public Library
“It's kind of like home after being
here thirty years. Little bit away, you
start missing it and you want to come
back.”

Local Bar
“Used to be there was a lot of business down in the bars. When I was drilling oil wells,
you shook hands in the bar; you drill an eighty or hundred thousand dollar well. No
problems. That's where everybody met.” Former bar owner

Patrons find space for moments of
concentration between karaoke sets
and catching up with friends. Courtesy
Matt Witmer

Local musicians depend
on bars as venues to reach
audiences.

“I really enjoy getting to know some
of the older people that come in
here. Usually they've lost their wife
or husband, and they're just kind of
rolling around on their own. And for
me to be able to conversate with
them, help them out with little
things that they don't have someone
to do, it's really gratifying to me.”
Chad Long, owner, Honey Buckets

