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J: Um, so, he would take you, the kids to services at this synagogue . 

E: Well, yeah, I remember that. And then, I don't know why, then we started going up to 
Mansfield for the synagogue. And you know I went for-but to answer your question, um, my 
dad, he was like bilingual. Well, he spoke several-but what I mean by that is I remember 
having Chanukkah, and I remember celebrating Christmas. Which my dad affectionately termed 
the Channukah Bush. And my, his brother-same way. The religious one was Leo Frankie. Ok? 
Um, we used to go to their house on Friday night for Sabbath. And Leo Frankie would always 
give everything in the Jewish, you know, with the tallis [ta/lit] and the yarmulke. And my aunt 
had the um, you know the regular traditional meal. So, my aunt Friedel and her husband Leo 
Frankie were the driving force in trying to keep as much Jewish in the family as possible. Side 
note: Leo Frankie had two brothers. The one I told you was in Brazil, and the other one was in 
Israel. The one in Brazil was Morris, and the one in Brazil [Israel] was Max. Max had a 
daughter. Max had, her name was, uh, Yehuva. Yehuva married Uzi Gall. Does that name ring a 
bell? 

J:No. 

E: The Uzi gun? He invented the Uzi. 

J: Oohhh, wow. Really? 

E: He was a officer in the Israeli Army. And Uzi and Yehuva had a daughter. And I remember 
she came to Mount Vernon, and she could speak no English. She spoke German, and I at that 
time I spoke German too. And I would take her around Mount Vernon, and I would translate. 
Unfortunately she died, she had some chronic illness. So that's a side note. 

J: Um, ok. So was there any attempt in either your family or by Friedel and Leo to keep kosher? 
Or was that just totally off the table. 

E: No, uh no. To say that- I don't think they kept strict kosher. Several reasons. Number one: in 
Mount Vernon there wasn't any place that had kosher food. 

J: Of course, yeah. Uh huh. So, I heard that actually about Leo Frankie, somebody said that he 
was the one who was actually leading services from time to time at the synagogue, or was it 
always--

E: You mean the one up at-

J: In Mount Vernon, yeah. Do you have any recollection of that? 

E:No . 

• J: Ok that might've just been ext-erroneous information. 



E: Well he might've. I mean, I don't have explicit memory. 

J: Do you know, I guess the synagogue in Mount Venron stopped after awhile. Do you know 
about when that was? 

E: It-I'm going to say it had to be '49, '50. Maybe, you know '48, '49, '50, somewhere in 
there. 

J: Ok, yeah 'cause I guess it started in, you know, '39, so that would've been a good decade that 
they had services up there. Ok, cool. 

E: "Cool." 

J: [Laughs] Yeah. 

E: New vernacular. 

J: [Laughs] Yeah. You can become younger just if you just say "cool" all the time. 

E: I know. My granddaughter's "cool," what's the other one, "total"? 

J: Yeah, totally. "Sweet." 

E: Absolutely. 

J: That one's in there too. How were, you mentioned Chanukkah, were Jewish holidays 
celebrated in your house? Like were they a big deal? Did your father take off work for them? 

E:No. 

J: Okay. 

E: Now I do know that on the holidays, Rosh Hashanah and Y om Kippur, they did fast. Now I 
know my uncle and aunt fasted and my dad fasted. Whether Lothar did, I really don't know. 

J: Okay. Um, and so obviously you mentioned your dad sort ofreally standing up for you when 
you were picked on by the Eagle Scout-

E: Well it wasn't me they picked on, it was the Jewish religion. 

J: In general. 

E: Right. 

J: Standing up for Jews in general. 

E: Right. 
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