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THE MESSAGE.

A Lengthy State Paper by
President Harrison,

A ’Vigorous Foreign ' Policy is Essen-
__ tial to Maintain the Di~nity
1k, of Our Government.

Our Relations With Chile, the
Bering Sea Matter and the
New Orleans Massacre
are Discussed.

A Plea for the Abolition of the ¢‘Gerry-
mander” in Politics—Che Tariff, Reci-
procity, Pensions and Other Im-
¥, portant Subjects Recelve 4
" Attention—Synopsis of De~

e partment Reports.

WasHINGTON, Dec. 9.—The following
is the President’s message:
To the Senate and House of Representatives:

‘The reports of the heais of the several execu-
tive departments required by law to be sub-
mitted to me, which are herewith transmitted
and the reports of the secretary of treasury
and attorney general furnish a comprehen.
sive view of the administrative work of thea
last fiscal year relating to internal affairs., It
wculd be of great advanjage if these re-
ports could have an attentive verusal by
every member of congress and by all who take
an interest in public affairs. Such a perusal
could not fail to excite a higher appreciation of
the vast labor and conscientious effort, which
are,given to the conduct of our civil adminis-
tration. .

The reports will, I believe, show that every
3uesmon has been approached, considered and

ecided from the standpoint of public duty and
upon considerations affecting the public inter-
ests alone. : Again T invite to every branch of
the service the attzntion and scrutiny of con-
gress.

RECIPROCAT, TRADE RELATIONS.

The work of the state department during the
last year has been characterized by an unusual
number of important negotiations and by dip-
lomatic results of a notable and highly bene-
ficipl character. Among these are the recip-
rocal trade arrangements which have been con-
cluded, in the exercise of the powers conferred
by section 3 of the tariff law, with the republic
of Brazil, with Spain for its West India posses-
sions, and with San Domingo. ILike negotia-
tions with other countries have been much ad-
vanced, and it is hoped that be ore the close of
the year further deninitive trade arrangements
©f great value will be concluded. :

THE SEAL FISHERIES DISPUTE,

In view of the reports which had been re-
eeived as to the diminution of the seal herds in
the Bering Seu, I deemed it wise to propose to
her ma’esty’s government in ¥ebrnary last that
an agreement for a closed session should be
made, pending the negotiations for arbitration
which then s. emed to be approaching a favor-
ble ‘conelusion. After much correspondence,
and deluys for which this government was not
responsible, an agreement was rcached and
signed on the 1ith of June, by which Great
Britain undertook, frem that date and until
May 1, 1892, to prohibit the killing by her sub-
jects of seals in the Bering Sea, and the govern-
ment of the United States during the same pe-
riod, to enforce its existing -prohibition against
pelagic sealing and to limit the catch by the Fur
Seal company upon the island to 7,500 skins. 1f
this agreement could have been reached earlier
in response to the strenuous endeavors of this
government it would have been more effective;
but, coming even as late as it did, it unques-
tionably resulted in greatly diminishing the
destruction of the seals by the Cinadian seal
eries. In my last annual message I stated that
the basis of arb tration proposed by her majes-
1y’s government for the adjustment of the long-
pending controversy as to the seal fisheries was
nov acceptable. 1 am glad now to be able 10
announce that the terms are satisfactory to
this government. have t.een agreed upon, and an
agreement us to the arbitrators is all thatis
necessary to the complet.on of the convention,
In view of the advanced position wnich this
government has taken upun the subject of in
ternational arbitration,this renewed expression
of our adherence to this method for settlement
of disputes such as have arisen in the Bering
Sea will, I doubt not, meet with ihe concur-
rence of Congress.

- OUR BOUNDARIES,

Provision should be made for a joint demar-
oation of the frontier line between Canada and
the United States wherever required by the
increasing border settlements, and especially
for the exact location of the water boundary in
the straits and rivers,

OPENED TO AMERICAN MEATS,

The law of the lagt congress providing a sys-
tem of inspection for our. meats intended for
export and clothing the president with power
to exclude foreign products from our market in
case the country sending them should perpetu-
ate unjusy discriminations against any produoct
of the United Siates, placed this government
in a position to effectually urge the removal
of such diseriminuations against our meats.
Tv is gratifying to be able to state that Ger-
mangy. NDenmark, Italy, Austria and France, in
the order named, have opened their ports to
inspected American pork produets. The re-
movil of these restrictions in every instance
was asked for and given solely upon the ground
that we had now provided a meat inspeotion
thav shouid bLe accepred as adequate to the
complete removal of the dangers, real or fan-
cied, which has been previouslyurged. The
state department, our ministers abroad, and
the secreta)y of agriculture have co-operated
with unflagging and inteiligent zeal for the ac-
complishment of this great result. The out-
lines of an agreéement have been reached
with Germany, looking to equitable trade
concessions’ in consideration of tix¢ continued
free importation of her suzars, but the time
has not yet arrived wnen this correspondence
can be submitted to congress.

THE TROUBLES IN BRAZIL.

The recent political disturbances in Brazil
have excited regret and seolicitude. The in-
formation we possessed was too meager to en-
able us to form a satisfatory judgment of the
oauses leading to the temporary assumption of
supreme power by President Fonseca, but this
government did not fail to express to him its
anxious solicitude for the peace of Brawil and
for the maintenance ob the free political insti-
tutions which had recently been esiablished
there, nor to offer our advice that great moder-
ation should be observed in the ¢lagh of parties
and the contest for leadership. These coun-
sels were received in the most friendly spirit,
and the latest information is that constitu-
tional government has been reestablisned
without bloodshed.

THE NEW ORLEANS LYNCHING.

The lynching at New Orleans in March last
ot eleven men of Italian nativity by a mob of
citizens wuas a most deplorable and discredit-
able incident. 1t did not, however, have {ts
origin in any animosity to the Italian people,

. mor in any disrespect to the government of
Italy, with which our relavions were of the most
friendly character. The fury of the mob was
dirc cted against these men as the supposed
participants or accessor.es in the murder of a
city oticer. Ido not allude to this as mitigat-
ing in any degree this oiffense against law and
humanity, but only as affecting the interna-
tional ques.iors which grew outofit. It was
once representzd by the Italian minister that
several of those whose lives had been taken by
the mob were Italian subjeots, and a demand
was made for the punishment of the puartici-
pants and for an indemnity to the families of
those who were killed. It isto be regretted
that the manner in which these c¢.aims
‘were presenied was not such as to promote o
calm discussion of the questions involved; but
this may well be attributed to the excitement
and indignation which the crime naturally
evoked. The views of this government
as to its obligations to foreigners domi-
ciled here were jully stated in the correspond-
ence, as well 8 its purpose to muke an investi
gation of the afia:r with a view to determine
whether there were present any circumstances
that could, under such rules of duty as we had
indieuted, ereat: an obligation upon the United
States. The temporary absence of a minister
plenipotentiary of Italy at this capital has re-
tarded the 1urvher coriespondenee, but it is not
doubted that a friendly conclusion is att inable,

Some suggestions growing out of this un-
happy incident was worthy of the attention of
congress. 1t would, 1 believe, be entirely com-
petent forcongress to make offenses against the
treaty rights of foreigners domicil d in the
Dnited St tes cognizable in the 1ederal courts,
This has not, however, been done, and the
federal officers und courts have no power in
such cases to intervene either for the protec-
tion of a foreign citizen or for the punishment
of his slayers. It seems to me to follow in this
state of law, that the officers of the state
charged with police and judicial powers in such
cases must, in the cousideration oi internation-
al questions, grow ng out of such incldents, be
regarded in such sense by federal agents as to
make this government answerable for their acts
in cases where it would be anxwerable if the
United States had not the constitutional pewer

1 frequent

 reparation.

to define and punish crimes against treaty
rights,

THE ITATA INCIDENT,

The civil war in Chile, which began in Janu-
ary last, was continued, but fortunately with
infrequent and not important armed collisions,
until August ‘33‘ when the congressional forces
landed near Valparaiso and, after a bloody en-
gagement, captured the city. President Bal
maceda at once recognized that his cause was
lost, and a provisional government was speedi-
ly established by the victorious party. Our
minister was promptly directed to recognize
and put himself in communication with this
government as soon as it shonld have estab-
lished its de facto character, which was done,
During the pendency of this civil contest
indirect appeals were made to
government to extend Dbelligerent
rights ~ to the insurgengs and to give
audience to their representatives. This
was déclined and that pollcy was pursued
throughout, which this government, when
wrenched by civil war, so strenuously insisted
upon on the part of European nations. The
Itata, an armed vessel commanded by a naval
ofticer of the iusursent. fleet, manned by its
sailors, and’' with soldiers or board, was seized
under process of the United States court st
San Diego, Cal., for a violation of our neutral-
ity laws. While in the custody of an officer of
the court the vessel was forcibly wrested from
his control, and put to sea. It would have been
inoconsistent with the dignity and self-respect
of this government not to have insisted that the
Itata should be returned to San Diego to abide
the judgment of the court. This was so clear
to the junta of the congressional party, estab-
lished at Iquique, that, before the arrival of the
Itata at that port, the secretary of foreign re-
lations of the provisional government decided
toread Admiral Brown commanding the United
States naval forces, a communication, from
which the following is an extract:

‘“I'be provisional government has learned by
the cabiegrams of the Associated Press that the
transport Itata detained in San Diego by order
of the United States for taking on board muni-
tions of war and in possession of the marshal,
lett the port. carrying on board this official,
who was landed at a point near the coast and
then continued her voyage. % % Tf this
news be correct this government would deplore
the conduct of the ltata and, as an evidence
that it is not disposed to support or agree to
the infraction of the laws of the United States,
the undersigned iakes advantage of ths per-
sonal relations yoy-have been good enough to
maintain with hi*| since your arrival in this
port to declare t« ‘you that as soon as she 1§
within reach of ar orders his government will
put the Itata, with the arms and munitions sine
took on hoard at San Diego, at the disposition
of the United States.”

A trial in the district court of the United

States, for the southern district of Oalifornia
has recently resulted in a decision holding,
among other things, that, inasmuch as the Con.
gressional party had not been recognized as a
belligerant, the acts done in its interest could
not be a violation of our neutrality laws. From
thig judgment the United States has appealed,
not that the condemnation of the vessel is a
matter of importance, but that we may know
what the present state of our law is; for, if this
construction of the statute is correct, there is
obvious necessity for revision and amendment.
During the progress of the war in Chile this
gove nment tendered its good offlees to bring
ubout u peaceful adjustment, and it was at one
time hoped that & good. result might be
reached, but in this we were disappointed.
. The instructions to our naval officers and to
our minister at Santiago, from the first to the
last of this struggie, enjoined upon them the
most impartial treatment and absolute non-
interference. T am satisfied that these instruec-
tions were observed, that our representatives
were always watchful to wuse their infiuence
impartially in the interest of humanity and. on
more than one occasion, did so effectively. We
could not forget, however, that this govern-
ment was in diplomatic relations with the
then established government of Chile asitis
now in such relations with the successor of
that government. Iam quite sure that Presi-
dent, Montt, who has. under circumstances of
promise for the peace of Chile been installed as
president of that republic, will not desire that
in the nnfortunate event of any revolt against
his authority the policy of this government
should be other than that which we have re-
cently observed. No official complaint of the
conduct of our minister or of our naval officers
during the struggle has been presented to this
government, and it is & matter of regret that
80 many of our own people should have given
ear to unoffi iul charges und c¢ninplaints that
manifestly had their origin in rival interests
and in a wish to pervert the Trelations
of the United States with Chile.

THE COLLAPSE OF THE GOVERNMENT OF BAL-
MACEDA

brought about a condition which istinfortunate-
ly too familiar in the history of the
Central and South American states. With the
overthrow of the Balmaoeda government. he
and many of his counciilors and officers became
at once fugitives for their lives and appealed to
the commanding officers of the foreign naval
vessels in the harbor of Valparaiso and to the
resident foreign ministers at Sautiago for
asylum. This asylum was freely given, accord
ing to my information, by the naval vessels of
several loreign powers and by several of the
legations at Santiago. The American minister,
a8 well as his colleagues, acting upon the
impulses of humanity, extended asylum to
politieal refugees whose lives were in peril I
have not been willing to direct the surrender of
such of these prisoners as are still in the Amer-
can legation without suitable conditions., It
is believed that the government of Chile is not
in a position, in view of the precedents with
which it has been connected, to broa.ly deny
the right of asylum, and the correspondence
has not thus far presented any such den al
The treatment of our minister for a time was
such as tooall for a decided protest, and it was
very gratifying to observe that untriendly
measures, which were undoubtedly the result
of the prevailing excitement, were at once re-
scinded or suitably relaxed.

THE ASSAULT ON AMERICAN SAILORS AT VA.r
PARAISO,

On the 16th of October an event occurred in
Valparaiso so serious and tragic in its circum-
stances and results as to very justly excite the
indignation of our people and to cali for prompt
and deoided action on the part of tiis govern-
ment. A considerable number of the sailors of
the United States steamsaip Baliimore. then
in the harbor of Valparaiso, being upon shore
leave and unarmed, were assaulied by armed
men nearly simultaneously in differeut lucali-

this

ties in the city. One petty officer was
killed outright and seven or eight sea-
men  were seriously wounded, one of

whom has since died. So savage and brutal
was the assault that several of our sailors
recelved more than two, and one as many as
eighteen stab wounds, An investigation o the
affair was promptly made by a board of ofasrs
of the Baltimore. and their report shows that
these assaults were unprovoked that our men
were conducting themselves in a peaceable and
orderly manner, and that some of the police of
the city took part in the assault and used, their
weapons with fatal eifect, while a few others
endeavored to protect our men. Thirty-six of
our sailors were arrested, and some of them,
while be ng taken to_ prison, were cruelly
beaten and ma treated. The fact taat they
were all discharged, no criminal charge be ng
lodeged against any one of them. shows very
cleurly that they were innocent of any breach
of the peace. So far as I have been
able to l2arn no other explanation of this
bloody work has been suggested than that it had
its origin in hostility to tuese men as sailors ot
the United States, wearing the uniform of their
government, and notin any individual act or
personal animosity. The attention of the
Chilean government was at once eulied to this
affair, and a statement of the facts obtained by
the investigation we had conducted was sub-
mitted, nccompanied by a request to be advised
of any other or quulifying facts in the posses-
sion of the Chilean government that might tend
to reliove this affair of the appearance of an in-
sult to this government. The Chilean govern-
ment was also advised that if such gqualify-
ing facts did not exist this government
would confidently expect full and prompt
It 18 to be regretted that
the reply of the secretary for foreign affairs
of the provisional goyernment was couche.l in
an offencive tone To this no r-sponse has been
made. This government is now awaiting th:
result of an investigation which has been con-
ducted by the criminal court at Valparaiso. It
is repo ted unofficially that the investigation is
about completed, and it is expected that the
result will goon be communicated to this gov-
ernment, together with some adequate satisfao-
tory response to the note by which the atten-
tion of Chile was called to this incident If
these Just expectations should be disappointed
or further needless delay iniervene, I will, by a
special message, bring this matter again to the
at ention of congress for such action a3 may be
necessary. The entire correspondence with ths
government of Chile will at an eurly date be
submitted to congresa,
THE SPANISH EXPOAITION,

The government and people of Spain propese
to celebrate the four hundredth anniversury of
the discovery of America by hokding the exposi-
tion at Madrid, whio1 will open on the I:h of
Septembier and continue until the 3ist of De-
eember, 1892, A ocordial invitation has been ex-
tended to the United States to take partin this
commemoration, and, as Spain was une of the
first nat'ons 10 express the intent on to par
ticipate in the world's fair at Chicago, it would
be very appropriate for this government to.give
this invitation its friendly promotion.

RELATIONS WITH CHINA. ¢

The late outbreak against foreigners in va-
rious parts of the Chiness empire has been a
cause of deep concern in view of toe numerous
establishments of our citizens in the interior of
that country. This government can do no less
than insist upon o continuance of the proteciivy

and punitary measures which the Chineso guv-
ernment has heretofore applied. No effort
will be omitted to protect our citizens peacs-
ably so‘ourning in Cl?xmn. but recent unofficial

information indicates that what was at first re-

farded as an outbreak of mob violence against
oreigners has assumed the larger form of au
insurrection against public order.

The Chinese government has declined to re-
¢eive Mr. Blair as the minister of the United
States on the ground that, as a participant,
while a senator. in the enactment of the exist-
ing legislation against the introduction of Chi-
nese laborers, he has become unfriendly and
objectionable to China. I have felt constrained
to point out to the Chinese government the un-
tenableness of this position, which seems to
rest as much on the unacoceptability of our leg-
islation as on that of the person chosen.

ARBITRATION,

The arbitration treaty formulated by the in-
ternational American conference lapsed by
reason of the failure to exchange ratifications
fully within the limit of time provided, but sev-
eral of the governments concerned huve ex-
pressed a desire tosave this important result
of the conference by an extension of the period.
It is, in my judgment, incumbent upon the
United States to conserve the initiative it has
taken in this measure by ratifying the instru-
ment and by advocating the proposed exten-
tion of the time for exchange. 'I'hese views
have been made known to the other signatories.
REGARDING JEWISH PERSECUTION IN RUSSIA.

This government has found occasion to ex-
press, in a friendly spirit, but with much earn-
estness, to the government of the ¢zar, its
serious concern because of the harsh measures
now being enforced against the Hebrews in
Russia. By the revival of anti-semitic laws,
long in abeyance, great numbers of those unfor-
tunate people have been constrained to aban-
don their homes and leave the empire by reason
of the impossibility of finding subsistence
within the pale to which it is sought to confine
them. The immigration of these people tothe
United States-many  other countries being
closed to them-—is largsly  increasing and
likely to assume proportions which may make
it difficult to find home and employ-
ment for them here and to seriously affe:. the
labor market., ft is estimated that over one
m 1lion will be forced from Russia within a few
years, The Hebrew is never a beggar; he has
always kept the law—often under severe and
oppressive eivil restrictions It is also true
that no race, séct or class hag more fully cared
for its own than thé Hebrew race Butthe
sudden transfer of such a multitude, under con-
ditions that tend to strip them of their small
accumulations and to depress their energies
and courage, is neither good for them nor for us.

The banishment, whether by direct decree or
by not less certa n indirect methods, of so large
a number of men and women is not a local
question. A decree to leave one country is, in
the nature of things, an order to enter unother.
This consideration, as well as the suggestions
of humanity, furnishes ample ground for the re-
monst. ances which we hive presented to Rus-
sia, while our historic friendship for that gov-
ernment can not fail to give the assurances
that our representations are those of a sincere
well wisher.

THE NICARAGUA CANAL,

The annual report of the Maratime Canal
Company, of Nicarazua, shows that much cost-
ly and necesgary preparatory work has been
done during the yearin the construction of
shops. railroad tracks, harbor piers and break-
waters, and that tbe work of canal construe:
tiom has made some progress. I deem it to be
a matiter of the highest concern to the United
States that this canal connecting the waters
of the Atlantic and Pacific oceans, giving us a
short water communication between our ports
upon those two great seas, should be speedily
constructed and at the smallest practicable
limit of cost. The gain in freights to the peo-
ple and the direct saving to the government of
the United States in the use of naval vessels
would pay the entire cost of this work within a
short series of years. 'The report oi the secre-
tary of the navy shows the saving in our naval
expenditures which would result.

1f this work is tobe promoted by the usual
financial methods and without the aid of tnis
governmeut the expenditures will probably be,
twice the aciual cost. This will necessitate
higher tolls and constitute a heavy and need-
less burden upon our commerce and that of the
world. Every doliar of the bondsand stock of
the company should represent a dollar ex-
pended in the lezitimate and economi:al prosa-
cution of the work. This is only possible by
giving to the bonds the guaranty. of the United
ptates government. Such a guaranty would
secure the ready sale at par of a3 percent
bord, from time to time, asthe money was

ne ded. I do not doubt that, Dbuily
upon these business methods the canal
would, when  fully inaugarated, earn

its fixed charges  and operating expenses.
A guaranty of the bonds af the canal company
to an amount necessary to the completion of
the canal goall, 1 think, be so given as nat
to involve any serious risk of ultimate loss. The
things to be carefaliy guarded are the com-
pletion of the work wiithin the limnits o: the
guaranty; the subjugalion of the United States
10 the rights of the tirst mortgage bondholders
for any amonnt it may have to pay, anin the
meantime a control oi the stock of the company
a8 a security against mismanagement and
loss. 1 most sincercly hope that neither
party nor sectional lines will be drawn upon
this great American project, so full of in-
terest to the people of all our states and 80 1n-
fluential in it8 elfects upon the prestige and
progperity of our common country.
EFFPECT OF TARIFF LEGISLATION,

The general interest in the operations of the
treasury department has been much augmented
during the last ye r by reason of the coaflicting
predictions, which accompanied and followed
the turiff and other legislaition of the last con-
gross affecting the revenues as to the results
of this legislation upon the treasury and upon
the couniry. On the one hand it was contended
that mmports would so fall off as to leave the
treasury vankrupt and that the prices of arti-
oles entering into the living of the p:ople would
be 80 enhanced as to disastrously alfect their
comfort and happiness,while on the other it was
argued that the 108S to the revenue, .arge.y the
resuitof placing sugar on the free list,would be 2
dirset gain 1o the peopl :; that ths price of tae
nevessaries of life including those most highly
vrotected, would not be enhanced; that labor
would have a larger market and the products of
th farm advanced prices; while the treasury
surpius and receipts would be adequate to
meet the appropriations. in:luding the large
expenditure, for the refunding to the states of
the direct tax and the redsmp ionoftnz4 ,
per eent. bonds. It 18 not my purposs to enter
at any length into a disoassion of the edects
of tho legislation to which 1 have referred but a
brief examination of the statistics of the treas-
ury and a general glance at the state of business
taroughout the country will, I think, satisty
oany tmpartial inquirer that its results h ve dis-
appointed the evil prophecies of its opponents
and 1n a large measure realized the hopeful p1 2-
dictions of its friends  Rarely if ever before in
the history of the couatry has there been a
time when the proceeds of one day’s labor or
the product of one farmed acre would purchase
80 large an amount of those thiugs that enter
into the living of the masses of tne people. I
believe that 4 full test will deveiop the fact
that the tariff aet ¢f the Fifty-first congiess is
very favorable in its average effect upon the
prices of articies entering into common use.

Duaring the twelve months from October 1,
1840, to September 30, 1591, the total va.ue of
our foreign commerca (¥mports and exports
comb.ned) was $1,7.7,805,446. which was the
largest of any year in the history of the United
States. The largest in auy previous year was
in 1880, wnen our commerce amounted to $1,-
647,139,093 and the last year excee.s this enor
mous aggregate by over one hundred mullions.
During the year ending September 3J, 1391,
our imports of merchandse amounted to
¢824,715,27), which was an increase of
more than elcven million dollars over the value
of the imports of the corresponding months of
the preceding year, when the imports of mer-
chandise were unusually large in anticipation
of the tariff legislation then pending. The av-
erage annual value of the imports of merchan-
dise for the ten years from 1841 to 1800 was 642, -
186,522, and during the year ending September
30, 1891, this annual average was exceeded by
$132,528,4 39,

The value of free imports during the twelve
months ending September 30, 1891, was $118,-
092,387 more than the value of free imports
dur.ng the correspond.ng twelve months of tne
preceding year, and there was during the same

eriod o decrease of $106,846,508 in the value of

mports of dutiable merchandise. The percent-
age of merchandise admitted free of duty dur-
ing the year to which I huve referred, the tirst
under the new tariff, was 48 18, while during
the preceding twelye months, under the
old tariff, the percentage was 34,27,
an increase of 13 91 percent If we take the six
montas ending September 30 1ust. which covers
the time during which sugars have been ad-
mitted tree of duty, the per cent. cf -value of
merchandise Imported freec of duty is found to
be a larger r¢ :ntage than any prior fiscal
yeoar in e history of the government. If we
turn to expo ts o merchandise the statistios
are full of gratitication. The value of
such exporis of merchandise for the twelve
months ending September 30, 1891, wss
$.23,001,135, while for the corresponding prey

ious twelve months it was $860,177,1:5, an in-
crease of $52.914,031, which is nearly three times
the average annual inorease of exports of mer-
chandise during any yearin the h storyof the
government. The increase in the value of ex-
ports of agricaltural products during the year
referred to over the corresponding twelve
mouths of the prior year was $15,84),197, while
the increase in the value of exports of manu-
factured products was $14,833,.240,

There is certainly nothing in the condition of
trade, foreign or domestic, there is certainly
notaing in the condition of our people of any
class to suggest that the ex.sting tanfl and

revenue leglislation bears oppressively upon the
people or rewnrds the cial develop )

of the nation. It may be argued that our condi-
tion would be beiter if our tardr legislation
were upon & free irade basis, but it can nov be
denied unat all the conditions of prosperivy and
0. general contentment are presentin a larger
degree than ever bafore in our hisiory, and tnat,
100, just when it was prophesied they wowd be
in tne worst state,

Ithink there ure conclusive evidences that
the new tariff has crealed several great indus-
iries which wily, within a few years, give em-
ployment to severai hundred thousanu Ameri-
can workingmen and women. In view of the
somewnual ove.crowded coadition of vhe labor
muarket of the United States every patriole
ciuzen should rejoice at such a result.

RUECKIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS,

The report of the secretary of the treasury
shows thut the total receipts of the govern-
ment from all sources ior wae fiscal year ending
June oV, 1sdl, were $:i08,044,253, whiie the ex-
penuitures for the same poriod were o4<1,84,370,
leaving & surplus or $.i,5.9,752.5/. The receipts
of the Hsoal year ending June 30, 1847 doiiul
and estimated, are #454,00),00 and the expeadi-
wares ¢4u4,00,000. For tne Hscal year vading
June 0, 13,4, the estimaied receipls are divd,-
330,300 and the expendinures d.l,004,094,

THE bILVER OUINAGE QUEBTION.

Under the law of July 14, 1800, the secretary of
the treasury nas purcnased since Ausust 13,
during the idscal year, 43,39, 116 ounces of siver
pulilon at an averaze cost of $L.U4d per ounce.
in exchange for tnis siver bullion nave veen
183ued, oww¥,2(7,491 Of Lhe treasury no.es author-
1zed Dy the uct.  ‘fhe price of suver on aov. 1
was onsy &).v8, whica would give to tne silver
do.iar a buliion value of i cents.

Before une iniducnce of the protective silver
legislation wus .eit 1 the maraet 1t never wus
wori in New York above 9o per ounce. The
ablest advocates of fres coinage in tue iast con-
gress were coaddent 1 tuabls prediciioa 1hao
10e purchases By Lae goverament required by
The 1AW Would b on.e Lring tue price of suUver
10 1.20 per ouuce, whica would make the buil.on
Value Of u uollar 1w cents ‘and hoid 1t ioere.
The propnecies of the ant-siiver men of
digasiers 10 reswt irom whe coinuge of
#2000 per moath were not wiuer or the
mark. Friends or iree suver are no. agreed, [
La1nkK, 4s 10 the cause that brought their nope.ul
predichions Lo saugnt. Some Iachs are Kuowi.
The exporis of suver Irom Londou to lndia
dauring tue tirst nine months of this calendar
year ich off over ou per oent. or $17,x0:,750 com-
pared witn the same monuns of tne preceding
year. 'f'he exports of domestic silver bulion
1rom this counwy, which nad averaged 10r «ne
1380 ten yeurs over $17,u0,00u, 1eu 1n tne lus.
niscal yeur to $13,797,395; while, for the firso
tune in recent years, the imports of silver inlo
Tals country exceeded the 1nports vy $2,743,805.
1D the prev.ous year the net eXports oi silver
from tue Uniied sStates amounted 10 o,810,400.
‘'ne production of wne Unied States increased
frow oL,UNU)  ounces 1o 18>y 10 04,0uu,U00

. 18W. ‘'I'ne government is now buy-
1ng and putting aside annually 54,000,000
ounces, wuen, anowing for 7,140,000

ounces of new builion uscd in the arts, is
6,640,000 more than our domestic prounsts avail-
ab.e for coinage. [ nope tue depiession in tne
price of silver 18 temporary and tnat a further
wrial of whis legiswation wili more 1avoran.y
edect it. 'hat the - increased volume of cur-
reacy vhus suppiied for toe use of the peopie
was needed sua that beuneficial resuits upon
trade anu prioes have followed this legisiaiion
1 tning must be vory c.ear 10 every oune; nor
shouid it be foigotten iuat for every douar of
tuese noLes 1ssued a full go.lar’s worun of suver
buuton 18 ut the time deposited in tae treasury
a8 security for its redewption. Upen this sub-
ject, as upou the tarui, my recominendation 1s
vhat the ex1sung laws be given a fui trial and
toat our business luteresis be spured the dis-
tressing iunuence waolch threats of radical
ChuNges aAWays 1mpart.

1 am stiu of toe opin.on that the free coinage
of suver under exisv.ng conditions would disas-
trously afiect our busi.ess 1nterests uat home
and abroad. We could no. hepe to mainta.n an
©quialty 10 the purchas.ng power of the god
aud suver dollar in our marsets. and in 1oreign
trade the stump gives no added value 1o ihe
bniuon contawned 1 ocouns, ‘I'ne producers of
tae country, 1is 1armers and lavorers, have the
nighest 1nuerest tnat every douar, paper or
eoin, 1ssued by Lhe gover.ment shali be as geod
as any owher. 1f toere 18 one iess valuable
than anotner its sure and constant errand
will be 10 pay ihem for their toil
and for their crops. T'he money lender will
protect himself by stipwat.ng for payment in
goud, but tue laborer nas n:ver been ub.e 1o do
toat. To place business upon a silver basis
would mean asudden and scvere contraction
of tne currency, by the withdrawal of gold and
20ld nowes, and such «nunsetiling of all values
a3 would produce a commerciw panie. I can
not believe that u people so strong and prosper-
ous as ouwrs Wil promot: such a poiey.
The producers of suver are entitled 1o
Just cons.deration, but they should not forget
that the governmentis now buying and putiing
Oul on tue market whal is the equivalent of the
eutire products of our silver mioes. This 1s
more than tney themselves thougzht of asking
twWo yeus ago. I believe 1t is the earnesu de-
sire of a great major.ty of the people, as it is
wine, that a full coin use shall b: made of sil-
ver jast as soon as the co operation of the
other nations can be secured and a ratio fixed
tuat will give circulation equally to go.d and
silver. 'I'ne business of the world requires tne
use of both metals; but I 4o not see any pros-
pe.tof gain, but much of loss, by giving up ihe
present system, in which a full use is made of

gold and a large wuse of silver, for
on¢ in  whih silver alone wiil ecir-
culate. Such an event would be at

once fatal to the further progress of the silver
movement. Bimetulism 1s the desired end, and
the true friends of silver wiil be careful not to
ov rrun the good aund bring in silver monomet-
ailism, w.th 18 nece-sary attendunts, the loss
of our go.d to iurope and the relief of the
pressure there for a lacger currency. I endeav
ored to keep a close observation of the stute of
publie sent.ment in Kurop: upon this question,
and have mnot found it to be such
as to jusuify me - in proposing
an international conference. There is, however.
1am sure, a grow.ng seatuneat in Kurop: 1n
favor of a larger use of siwver, and I know of no
more eifectual way of promoting this sentiment
than vy accumuinting gold nere A scarcity of
gold in the Kuropean reserves will be the most
persuasive argument for the use of silver.
THE TREASURY SURPLUS,

The presence of a large cash surplusin the
trea ury has ior many years been th : subject ot
much unfavorable criticism and has furnished
an argument to those who have desired 1o place
the tariff upon a purely revenue basis, It was
agreed by all that the withdrawal from circula-
tion of so large an amount of money was an em-
bar.ssment .0 the business of the country and
made necessary the intervention of the
department at {r.quent intervuls to re-
lieve threatenod monetary panics. The
surplus on March 1, 1839, was $183827.-
140 2. The policy of applying this surplus to
the redemption of 1he mnterest-bearing securi-
ties of tue United Siates was thought to be
preferable to that of depositing it without in-
werest in natlonal banks. There have been re
deemed since the date last mentioned of inter-
est-bearing securiti€s ..o2,079,3.0, resulting in o
reduotion of the unnu 'l inter<st charge of #11,-
654,475, The money which had been deposited
in banks without interc¢st has been gradually
withdrawn and used in the redemption of bonds.

The result of this po.icy, of the silver legisia-
tion, and of the refunding of the {4 per cent.
bonds has been a large increass of th: money
in circulation. At the date iast named the cir-
culation wus $,404,2)0,09), or #23 J3 per capita;
while on December 1, 1841, it had increassd to
$1,677,2383,075, or $24.38 per capita. 'T'ne oifer of
the secretary of the treasury to holders of the
414 per cent bonds to extend the time of re lemp-
tion, at the option of the governmenst, at an in-
terest of 2 per ceut., was accepted by the
holders of about one halt the amoant. and the

linextended bonds are being redeemed on pre-

sentation.
THE WAR DEPARTMENT.

The report of the secretary of war exhibits
the results of an inte ligent, progressive and
business-like sdministration of a department,
which has been too much regarded as one of
mere rou.ine. Some especially good work has
been accomplished. The elforts of the secre-
tary to reauce the perceatage of desertions by
shewing the causes that produced it have been

0 sliceessful as to enable him to report for the
last year.a lewer percentage of dese:tions than
has been before reached in the history of the
army.

Tue work of securing sites for shore batteries
for harbor defense and the manufaciure of mor-
tars und guns of high pow r to equip them
have made good prosress during the year.
‘The preliminary work of t2sts ani plans which
s0 long delayed a start, is now out of the way.
Some guns have been comp.eted and with an
enlarged shop and a more complete equipm=ntat
Watervliet the army will soon be abreast of the
navy in gun construction Whatever unavoida-
ble causes of delay may arise ther: should be
none from  delayed or insufficieht appropria
tions. Wae shall be greatly embarrassed in the
proper distribution and use of naval vessels
until adequate shore defenes are provided for
our haroors,

1 concur in the recommendation of the secre-
tary that the three-batiallion or:anization be
adopted for the infantry The adoption o!a
smokeless powder and of a modern ritie equal
in range, precision and rapidity of firc to the
best now in use will, I hope not be longer ae-
layed ‘I'he project of en.is ing ‘ndians’ und or-
ganizing them into seperate companies upon
the same Dbisis a8 other soidiers was made the
subject of very careful study by the s -cretury
and reeeived my approval, Several compoanies
have been completely orzanzed and seven
more & e in process of organizs ion. The re-
sults of 8ix month’s “training huve more than

realized the highedst anticiputions.

UNLAWFUL CHINESE IMMIGRATION,
The enforcement by the treasury department
of the law prohibiting the coming of Chinese to
the United States has been effective as to such
18 geek to land from vessels entering our ports.
The result has been to divert the travel to ves-

sels entering the port of British Columbia,.

e into the United States at ob-
ong the Dominion boundary is
easy. A considerable number of Chinese
laborers have, during the past year,  en-
tered the United States  from Canada
and  Mexico. The officers of 1ihe treas-
ury department and of the department
of justice have used every means at their com-
mand to intercept this immigration; but the
impossibility of perfectly guarding our extend-
ed frontier is apparent. The dominion govern-
ment collects a head tax of 150 from every Chi-
naman entering Canada and thus derives a con-
siderable revenue from those who only use its
ports to reach a position of advantage to evade
our exclusion laws There seems to be satis-
factory evidence that the business of passing
Cainamen through Canada to the United States
4 organized and quite active. 'Fne department
of justice has construed the laws to require the
re urn of any Chinamen found to be
unlawfully in & this country to China as
the country from which he came, notwithstand-
ing the fact that he came by way of (fanada;
but several of the district courts have, in ¢+ s
brought before them, overruled this view of tne
law and decided that such persons must be re-
turned to Canada. 'This construction robs the
law of all effectiveness, even if the decrees
could be executed, for the man returned can
the next day recross our border. But the only
appropriation made is for sending them back
to China and the Canadian officials refuse to
allow them to re-enter Canada without the pay-
ment of the $0 head tax. Irecommend such
{esxislauon as will remedy these defects in the
aw.

In previous messages I have called the at-
tention of congre's to the necessity of soex
tending the jurisdiction of the United States
courts s0as 1o make triable therein any felony
committed while in the act of violating a law
of the United States. These courts can not
have that independence and effectiveness which
the constitution contemplates so long as the
ki ling of high cour, officers, jurors, and wit-
nesses in the discharge of their duties. or by
reason of their aets as such, is only cognizable
in the state courts. The work done by the
attorney general and the officers of his depart-
ment. even under the present inadequate legis-
lation, has produced some notable results in
the interest of law and order.

THE POSTAL SERVICE.

In the report of the postmaster general some
very gratifying results are exhibited and many
betterments of the service suggested A pe-
rusal of the report gives abundant evidence that
the supervision and direction of the postal sys-
tem have been characterized by an intelligent
and conscientious desire to improve the service.
The revenues of the department show an in-
crease of over $5,000,00). while the estimate for
the year 1893 shows a surplus of receipts over

whence pass
goure points al

.expenditures.

Eight thousand miles of new postal service
have been established on railroads; the car dis-
tribution to sub stations in the great cities
has been increased about 12 per cent. while the
percentage of errors in distribution has been
reduced over one-half. An appropriation was
given by the last congress for the purpose of
making some experiments in free delivery in
the smaller cities and towns. The results of
these experiments have been so satisfactory
that ‘he postmaster general recommends, and
I concur in the recommandation, that the free
delivery system bs at once extended to towns
of 5,000 population. His discussion of the in-
adequate facilities extended under our present
systom to rural communities and his sugges-
tions with a view to give these communities a
fuller participation in the beneflts of the post-
al service are worthy of your careful consider-
ation. i

Over 54.000 neighborhoods are, under the pres-
ent system, rece.ving mail at post offices where
money orders and postal notes are not issued
The extension of this system to those commu-
nities is especia ly des'rable, asithe patrons of
such offices are not poss ssed ofthe other facil-
ities ofered in more populous communities for
the transmission of small sums of money. I
have, in a messiga to the preceding congress,
expressed my views a3 to a modified use of the
telegraph in connection with the postal service.

THE NAVY.

The report of the secretary of the navy shows
a gratifying increase of new naval vesselsin
commigsion. The Newark, Concord, Benning-
ton and Miantonomoh, have peen alded during
the year, with an aggregate of something more
than 100 tons. Tweuty four war ships of all
classes are now under construction in the navy
yards and private shops. but while the work
upon them is goi g forward satistactorily. the
completion of the more important vessels will
yet require about a year’s time. Some of the
vesgels now under construction, it is believed,
will be trinmphs of naval engineering.

We have now at Washington a gun shop, or-
ganized and conducted by naval officers, that
in its system, economy and product is unex-
celled. Experiments with armor plate have
been conducted during the year with most im-
portant results It is now believed that a plate
of higher resisting power than any in use has
been found and that the tests have demon-
strated that cheaper methods of manufacture
than those heretofore thought necessary can
be used.

THE INDIANS,

The report of the seoretary of the interior
shows that a very gratifying progress has been
made in all of the bureaus which make up that
department. The work in the bureau of Indian
affairs was perhaps never 8o large as now by
reason cf the numerous negotiations which
have been roceeding with the tribes
for a reduction of the reservations with
the incident labor of making allotments,
and was never more carefuily conducted.

The good work of reducing the larger Indian
reservations by allotments in severalty to the
Indians. and the cession of the remaining lands
to the Unite | States for disposition under the
homestead law, h s baen prosecuted during the
year with energy and success. In September
last. it was enabled to open to setti®ment in
Oklahoma 9)0,000 acres of land, all of which
was,taken up by settlers in a single day.

The negotiation for the rel-ase by the Chero-
kees of their claim to the Cherokee Strip has
made no substantial progress, but it is still
hoped that the cession of thislarge and valu-
able tract may be secured. The price which the
commission was authorized to offer—$1.25 per
acre—is, in my judgm 'nt, a fair and adequate
one and should have been accept 'd by the In-
dians Since March 4, 188°, about 23,000,000
acres have been separated from Indian reserva-
tions and added to the publiz domain for the
use of those who desired to secure free homes
under our benelicent laws.

THE PENSION BUREAU.

The administration of the pension bureau has
been characterizel during the year by great
diligence. 'The total number of pensioners
upon the roll on the #)th day of June, 1891, was
676,190 There were allowed during the fiscal
year ending at that time 250,500 cases. Of this
number, 102,337 were allowed under the law of
June 27, 1440 The issuing of certiticates has
been proceeding at the rate of about 30 0J0 per
month about 75 per cent. of these being cases
under the new law. Tne commissioner says
he will te able to carefully adjudicate andul-
low 350 ¢00 claims during the present fiscal
vear. The appropriation for the payment of
pensions for the fiscal year 1830-91 w8 $127.635 -
798, and the amount expended $113,530,%49, leav-
ing an uiexpended surplus of §9,155,144.

The commissioner is quite confident that
there will be no call this year for a deficiency
appropriation, notwithstanding the rapidity
with which the work is being pushed The mis-
take whicu has been made by many in their cx
azgerated estimates of the cost of pensions is
in not taking account of tie diminished value
of first payments under the recent legislation.
These pavmenis under the general law, have
been for many years very large, as the pensions
when allowed dated from the time of filing the
claim, and most of these claims had been pend-
ing for years. The first payments under the
law of “June, 186), are relatively small. and, as
the per cent. of the cases increase and that of
the old cases diminishes. the annual aggregate
of first payments is largely reduced.

During the last four months 113,175 certifi-
ocates were issucd. The average first payment
during these four months was $131.85, while
the average first payment upon each allowed
during the year ending June 39, 1891, was $239.-
83, being a reduction in the average first pay-
ments during these four months of $107.48,

The estimate for pension expenditures for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1843, i $144.956, -
030, which after a careful eximination of tha
subject, the commissioner is of the opinion will
be sufticient  While these disbursements to
the disabled soldiers’ of the civil war are
large, th y do not realize the exazgerited esti-
mates of those who oppose this beneficent
legislation. The secretary of the interior shows
with great fullness the care that is taken to ex-
clude fraudulent claims and also the gratifying
fact that the persons to whom these pensions
are going nre men who rendered, not slight, but
substuntial war service,

THE CENSUS BUREAU.

The work of the census bureau is now far in
advance and the bulk of the enormous labor in-
volved completad. It will be more s rictly a
statistical exnibit and less encumbered by
essays than 18 immediate predecessors. The
methods pursued have been fair, careful and
intelligent, and have secured the approval of
statisticians who have followed them with a
s ientific and non-part san interest. The ap-
propriations necessary to the early compietion
and pubiication of the authoriZed v lumes
should be given in. time to secure iy st ds-
lays. which inerease the cost und nt tue same
time diminishes the value of the worl,

. AGRICUITURAL DEPARTMENT,

If the establishment of the department of ag-
riculture was regarded by anyone as & mere
econcession to the unenlightened demand of &
worthy class of people, that impression has
been most effectually removed by the at re-
sults already attained. Its home influ®nce has
been very great in disseminating agricultural
and horticultural information; in stimulating
and directing a further diversification af crops:
in detecting ‘and eradicating diseases of do-
mestic animals; and, more than all, in the close
and informal contact which it has established.
and mainteins with the farmers and stock rais-
ers of the whole country. Every request for in-
formation has had prompt attention and every
suggestion merited consideration

The inspection by this department of cattle
and pork products intended for shipment
abroad has been the basis of the suc.esses
which have attended our efforts to secure the re-
moval of the restrictions maintained by Euro-
pean gevernments. For ten years protests and
petitions upon this subject from the packers
and stock raisers of the United States have
been directed against these restrictions. which
80 seriously limited sur markets and curtailed
the profits of the farm. It is & source of gen-
eral congratulation that suceess has at last
been attained. /s

The grain crop of this year was the largest in
our history, £0 per cent greater than that of
last year, and yet the new markets that have
been opened and the larger demand resultin
from short crops in Europe have sustaine
prices to such an extent that the enormous
surplus of meats and breadstuffs will be mar-
keted at good prices. bringing relief and pros-
perity to an industry that was much depressed.
The value of the grain crop of the United States
is estimated by the secretary to be this year
$500,0 0,000 more than last; of meat, $150.000,000
more, and of all producets of the farm, $700,000,~
W00 more

THE CIVIL SERVICE.

The report of the civil service commission
should receive the careful attention of the op-
ponents, as well as the friends of this reform.
The commission invites a personal inspection
by senators and representatives of its records
and methods, and every fair critic will feel that
such an examination should precede a judg-
ment of condemnation, either of the system or
its administration. It is not claimed that
either is perfect but I believe that the law
is being executed with impariiality and that
the system is incomparably better and fairer
than that of appointments upon favor. I have
during the year extended the classitied service
to include superintendents, teachers, matrong
and physicians in the Indian service.

PROTECTION FOR RAILWAY EMPLOYES,

I have twice before urgently called the atten-
tion of congress to the necessity of legis-ation
for the protection of the lives of railroad em-
ployes, but nothing has yet been done. During
the year ended June 30, 1890, 569 brakemen were
killed and 7,841 maimed while engaged in coup-
ling cars. The total number of railroad em-
ployes killed during the year was 2,451, and the
number injured 22 89J). This is a cruel and
largely a needless sacrifice. The government
is spending nearly $1.000,000 annually to save
the lives of shipwrecked seamen, every
steam vessel is rigidly inspected and
required to adopt the most approved safety
appliances All this is good; but how shall we
excuse the lack of interest and effort in behalf ;
of t his army of brave young men who in our
land commerce are being sacriticed every year
by the continued use of antiquated and danger-
ous appliane~s. A law requiring of every rail-
road the equipment of its freight cars, with au-
tomatic couplers and air brakes weuld very soon
and greatly reduce the recent fearful death
rate among railroad employes.

The method of appointment by the states of
electors of president and vice president has re-
cently attracted renewed interest by reason of
a departure by the s ate of Michigan from the:
method which had been uniform in all the
states. Prior to 1882 various methods had been
used by the different states and even by the
same state. After a full test of other methods,
without important division or dissent in any
staie and without any purpose of fparty advan-
tage,as we must believe, put solely upon the con-
siderations that uniformity was desirable, the
practice of all the states was brought into har-
mony. That this concurrence should now be
broken is, I think, an unfortynate and even &
threatening episode, and one that may well sug-
gest whether the states that still give their ap-
proval to the old and prevailing method ough$
not to secure, by a constitutional amendment,
a practice which has had the approval of ail.

The recent Michigan legislation provides for
choosing the congressional electors for presi-
dent by congressional districts, and the two
senatorial electors by districts created for that
purpose. . This legislation was, of ecourse, ac-
companied by a new congressional apportion-
ment and the statutes bring the electoral vote
of the state under the influence of the ‘‘gerry
mander.”’ These gerrymanders for cons
gressional purposes are, in most cases,
buttressed by a gerrymander of the legis-
lative districts, thus it making impossible for &
majority of the legislature of the state to
c¢orrect apportionment and equalize the econ-
gressional ai triets. A minority rule is estab-
lished that only a political convulsion can over-
throw. Ihave recently been advised that inm
one county of a certain state three districts for
the elec.ion of members of the legislature are
constituted as follows: One has 6,000 popula-
tion; one 13,0.0 and one 10,000; while in another
county detached, non-contiguous sections have
been united to make a legislative district.
These methods have already found effective ap-
plication to the choice of senators and repre-
sentatives in congress, and now an evil start
has been made in the direction of applying
them to the choice by the states of electors of
president and vice president. If this is accom-
plished we shall then have the three great de-
partments of the government ia the grasp of
the ‘'gerrymander’’—the legislative and exeocu-
tive directly and the judiciary indirectly
through the power of appointment.

An'election implies a body of electors having
prescribed qualitications, each one of wrom has
an equal value and intiuence in determining the
result. So when the constitution providing
that *'each state shall appoint™ (elect) ‘'in such
manner as the lezis ature may thereof direct, a
number of electors.” unrestricted power was
not given to the legislature in the selection of
the methods to be used. ‘A republican torm of
government''is guaranteed by the constitution
to each state, and power given by the same in-
strument to the legislatures of the state to pre-
scribe methods for the choice by the state, of
electors must be exercised under that limita-
tion. The essential features of such a govern-
ment are the right of the people to choose their
own officers and the nearest practicable equali-
ty of value in the suffrages given in determining
that choice.

It will not be claimed that the power given
to the legislature would support a law provide
ing that the persons receiving the smal est
vote should be the electors, or alaw that all
the electors should be chosen by the voters of
a single congressional digtriet. T e state is to
choose, and under the pretense of regulating
methods. the legislature can neither vest the
right of choice elsewhere nor adopt
m thods mnot conformable to republican
institutions. 1t is not my purpose here
to discus the question whether a choice by
the legislature or by the voters of equal single
distr ¢ts ir a choice by the state, but only to
recommend such regulation of this matter by
constitutional amendment as will secure uni-
formity and prevent that disgraceful parti-an
jugglery to which such a liberty of choice, if it
exists. offers a temptation. Nothing just now
is more important than to provide every guar-
anty for the absolutely fair and free choice by
an equal suffrage, within the respective states,
of all the officers of the national government
whether that suffrage is applied directly, as
in the choice of members of the house of
representatives, or indirectly as in the choice
of senators and election of president. Respect
for public officers and obedience to law will not
cease to be the characteristics of our people
until our e'ections cease to declare the will of
majorities fairly ascertained, without fraud,
suppress on, or gerrym ander, If I were called
upon to declare wherein our chief national dan-
ger lies [ should say without hesitation in the
overthrow of majority control by the suppres-
sion or preservation of the popular suffrage.
That there is a real danger here all must agree,
but the energies of those who see it have been
chiefly expended in trying to fix responsibility
upon the opnosite party. rather thanin efforts
to make such practices lmpossible.

1 believe it would be possible to constitute a
commission, noun-partisan in its membership
and composed of patriotic. wise and impartial
men to whom a consideration of the question
of the evils connected with our election system
and methods might be commit ed with a good
prospect of securing unanimity. in some plan
for removing or mitigating those evils.  The
constitution would permit the selection of the
commission to be vested in the supreme court,
if that method would give the best guaranty of
impartiality.

To the consideration of these very grave
questions I invite not ot:ly the attention of con-
gress, but that of all patriotic citizens. We
must not entertain the delusion that our people
have ceased to regard u free ballot and equal
representation as the price of their allegiance
to laws san 1 to civil magistrates

1 have been greatly rcjoiced to notice that
many evilences of the increased unification of
ou people and of a revived national spirit. The
vista that now opens to us is wider and more
glorious than ever b {ore

Gratification and amazement strugzle for su-
pr:micy a8 we contemplat> the population,
wealth and moral strength of our country., A
trust, momentous in its influence upon our peo-
ple and upon the world is for a brief time, com-
mitted to us, and we must not be faithless to its
first condition--the defense of the fres nd
equal influence of the peopie inthe choi-e of
public ofticers and in the conurnl of public af-
faics, BrNJAMIN HARRISON,
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} RS. MGREG-
f "' ) OR sat darn-

one fine Au-
gust morning
by the open
window of the
little sitting-
TOoOMm. On the table at her side lay a
novel, and every once-in awhile the
little woman, with a sigh, turned a
longing glance at its worn" blue cover.
After finishing the scarlet sock she had
Vveen at work upon she bustled to the
door which looked out on the road
winding through the valley from
Pilarcitos canyon in the north to the
“eoast” stage road in the south.

“I declare, Tumas,” she exclaimed,
adjusting her spectacles as she spoke,
“I do Db’lieve the fire’s comin’ right
over the range. The smoke’s pourin’
down thick from the canyon, an’ it
*pears like the brush is burnin’ up at
the lake. Lor me, what'll we do if it
comes this way? Like as not we'll
Jest roast ’live.”

Her husband, an old man lying in an
Jdmvalid’s chair, on being thus ad-
dressed made a feeble gesture with his
right arm. He was 'a hopeless para-
lytie, *‘jest waitin’ for the las’ stroke,”
as his wife was wont to tell to Miss
Anna, the parson’s sister, who brought
her jellies and novels now and then.

*John’s been gone this half hour,”
she exclaimed, divining her husband’s
meaning, ‘but he promised to be back
this afternoon ’fore dark, so it won't
!do mo good ter fret an’ worry. He
'd@idn’t think the fire was half way dan-
gerous, an’ I allers put a big store by
what John says.”

After thus declaring her implicit con-
fidence in her son’s opinion, she
wheeled her husband out upon the
porch, which extended half way
around the low, rambling cottage.
Here she left him and went out to the
small stable, usually occupied by the
sorrel pony which John had driven to
8an Mateo that morning.

John McGregor, their only child,
was a likely young man. He had pro-
cured work upon the dam, then in
process of construction at the southern
end of the valley, and in consequence
he was obliged to leave his parents
alone the greater part of the time. In
the hunting season his mother was
able to board sportsmen, thus making
a little money to lay by for a ‘rainy
day.”

In the dry season these mountain
fires are of frequent occurrence, and
are generally attributed to the care-
lessness of hunters, and, although they
often spread many miles, there is rare-
ly any difficulty in extinguishing them,
once they encroach upon ecultivated
land.

Mrs. MeGregor busied herself next
about the garden, which everywhere
showed signs of true New England
thrift. Her head was protected from
the sun by a brown gingham sun-
bonnet, as she picked the green seeds
of the nasturtiums for pickles, or tied
up the sweet pea vines, which the chick-
ens persisted in scratching down.

In the afternoon, as she washed up
after the noon meal, she looked anx-
iously out of the window now and
then.

*I 4o hopa John ’1l hurry,” she mur-
mured, as she hung the last dishcloth
on the rail of the sunny back steps.
“He did say it was omnsartin if he’d
come back to-night, but I guess when
he sees the smoke over here, he’ll jest
come a-flyin’. I don’t ’xactly like the
looks on it myself.”

Then, after peeping in upon her
snoring husband in the sitting-room,
she shut the front door to keep out the
flies, and seated herself in the frayed
hammock, which on warm afternoons
was her special defight.

“I declare,” she exclaimed, as she
leaned back and prepared to enjoy to
its fullest extent the novel in her hand,
“it’s right good o’ Miss Anna to fetch
me these Movels, [ do have sech a hank-
erin’ arter ’em. Ma allers did say 1

‘1 DO HOPE JOHN’LL HURRY.”

warn’t good fur much when I gota
novel ter read, fur I'd jest go out ter
the orchard and hide till it was fin-
ished.”

There was nothing unusual in the lit-
tle  woman’s thus talking to herself.
She had fallen into the habit from the
lonely life sha led, for her husband sel-
dom, if ever, paid any attention to her
remarks. Indeed, it was doubtful
whether he understood them a great
part of the time, as his mind shared in
a measure the disease of his body.

The sunny afternoon passed without
event, save for the passing of numerous
teams, which Mrs. McGregor did not
notice, so absorbed was she in her
story. Had she done so she might have
been alarmed, for from the chattering
of Spanish that went on, it was evident
that whole families were moving. But
there was a thick screen of trees be-
tween the rottage and the road, and
they went by without stopping, proba-
bly taking it for granted that the old
couple had already taken alarm and
de parted.

The sun was nearing the horizon,
when all at once Mrs. M¢Gregor sprang
from the hammock, exclaiming: ‘Lor’
me, thet boy’d orter be back: he—” but
she never finished the sentence. A ery
of horror burst from her lipa

The porch was strewn with charred
leaves, and back of the house the
smoke was sucking up the valloy in
great clouds, until it mingled with the
body of fire in the north, which was
steadily advancing. Judging from a
very hasty survey in that direction, she
came to the conclusion that the fire
had burst outin another canyon, cre-
ating a strong wind as it burned. But
it was to the south that she looked
with greatest apprehension. ‘“The
wind’s full on us,” she cried, wringing
her hands in distress. *“‘Dear me, if I
warn’t sech a dreadful novel reader!
Where can Jobn be? There ain’t a
minute ter be lost. I know what I'll
do first,” she added, hurrying to the
barn close by.

She kneeled down among the bales
of hay and loose straw, causing dire
consternation to an old hen with her
brood. She prayed aloud, with up-
turned eyes and clasped hands. Then
she rose and hurried to the house.

First she waked her husband, ex-
plaining to him the situation, and
wheeled him into the front doorway
Then, after tying up the great family
Bible and sundry other treasures in a
patchwork quilt made by her grand-
mother, she placed them near the door,
where they could be snatched when
her son came, for ske had entire faith
that they would be rescued.

Then she looked around to see what
to do first. It was useless to thinkof
flight, for she could never push her
husband’s chair along the uneven road,
and besides they might be turned back
at any moment by the fire. Soturning
up her rusty black skirt she first be-
gan firing the underbrush immediately
about the house, puttting it out with
evergreen boughs as soon as it had
burned the space of a few feet. This
she repeated again and again, fearing
to burn too much, lest it should get
beyond her control

Thus she toiled late into the night,
clearing a pitiably small space, in view
of the threatening furnace of fire,
which every moment grew more terri-
ble. The air became almost stifling,
the light of the full moon faded into
insignificance beside the glare of the
flames, which were licking into the
heavens with a mighty roar.

Patiently the little woman brought
fail after pail of wa.ter from the creek

“NOW, MOTHER.”

back to the house. With the aid of
chairs and boxes, piled on one another,
she was able to soak the roof thor-
oughly, thus saving the house from
burning much longer than she could
otherwise have done. With her puny
strength she succeeded in flooding the
yard, and when the sparks flew upon
the barn she dashed water upon them,
but her strength was nearly gone.

Suddenly the flames caught the near-
est redwood on the monntain, and a
shower of sparks fell upon the house
from its writhing, twisting branches
that crackled and hissed and roared. A
few minutes more and it would be too
late.

Mrs. McGregor threw the skirt of her
gown over her head and ran for safety
to the porch, where a great number of
cotton-tail rabbits had sought protec-
tion. Tame with fright, they gathered
about her skirts, as with singed hair
hanging in a little wisp she threw
herself at her husband’s side and
prayed.

Hardly half a mile to the north, on
the Millbrae road, an express wagon
drawn by two running horses was
rapidly approaching the secething lake
of fire. The driver, a young man,
leaned forward in his excitement, and
urged the horses on with shouts and
cuts from his long whip as they neared
the valley road, which was here and
there crossed by tongues of flame,
reaching out in all directions as if seek-
ing for food.

Another minute and they were op-
posite the house. John McGregor
pulled his cap down over his eyes, and
laid the curling whip unmercifully
about the flanks of the trembling
horses. A torturing second of anxiety
and smothering heat passed over the
young man—then the noses of the ani-
mals touched the sitie of the house, als
ready burning in a dozen places.

The inert black heap Ly his father's
chair sprung to life.

“I was sartin sure He'd make yon
come,” was all she said, as swiftly and
silently they lifted the old man into
the wagon. Then she threw the quilt
and its contents in at his side.

**Now mother!”

‘“Jest one minute, John,” she re-
plied, gathering the huddled rabbits
into her skirt; then they were off.

As the scorched wagon climbed the
crest of the hill as fast as the jaded
horses could draw it, the brave little
woman laid her head upon her son’s
shoulder, and fainted.

“An’ jest ter think at my age I
should faint like one o' them real
ladies in novels, after wantin’to all my
life,”” she would invariably remark to
Miss Anna, when repeating the history
of that night’s adventures.

None but the childish husband ever
knew of the plucky little woman’s
cheerful bravery, and it is not likely
that he can ever tell.—Rodney Mayne
in Overland Monthly.

—Watts—*''0, yes, soap and civiliza-
tion go hand in hand.” Potts—*'Guess
you are right. As a scenter of civil-
ization the soap factory is an undoubts
ed success.”—Indianapolis Journal

last twenty years

CRISP FOR SPEAKER.

Democratic Congressman Nominate .the
Georgian to Preside Over the House.
WasHINGTON, Dec. 8. —1t is Speaker

Crisp. After one of the ‘ hottest spea.k—

ership battles in the

the Georgian has
trinmphed. Reed
won his speakership
fight on the third
ballot and Carlisle
won his on the sec-
ond, but it took
thirty ballots, cover-
ing two days, to
raise Judge Crisp to
the dignity of a position second only
to that of the presidency. Mr. Springer
(I1L.) commanded the situation at the
climax. It was Springer’s vote to
Crisp which started the final break to
the Georgian, and it was the further
accession of four of Springer’s forlorn
remnant that carried Crisp beyond the
winning point and made him speaker.
The decisive lallot—the thirtieth—
tsood: Crisp, 119; Mills, 105; Springer,
4; Stevens, L

On motion of Mr. J. D. Brown (Ind.)
the nomination of Mr. Crisp was made
unanimous. Immediately there were
loud calls of ‘‘Crisp,” *Crisp,” and a
committee was appointed to notify the
successful candidate of his selection
and escort him to the chair.

Applause and cheers greeted the ap-
pearance of the gentleman from Geor-
gia, and after bowing his acknowledg-
ments Mr. Crisp spoke, in part, as fol-
lows:

“Representatives: I am profoundly grateful
for this mark of your confidence and esteem. 1
pledge myself here and now to devote what-
ever of industry and ability I possess to the
advancement of the real interests of the demo-
cratic party. [Great applause.] I beg tosay
to you now as I speak to you my first words
since I am your selection for speaker that my
election means no step backward in tariff re-
form. [Prolonged applause and cheers,] 1
beg to say to you that there is in our party to-
day no man who more earnestly believes in
the democratic doctrine of tariff reform than
Ido.”

The {following mnowminations were
made for the minor offices: Mr. Kerr,
of Pennsylvania for clerk, unanimous-
ly; Mr. Yoder, of Ohio, for sergeant at
arms, unanimously, after it was seen
that he was far in the lead of Murphy,
of Iowa; Turner, of New York, for
doorkeeper by 178 votes to 27 for
Fields, of Virginia and 8 for Coit, of
Connecticut; Dalton, of Indiana, for
postmaster by 122 to 29 for Wright, of
North Carolina, 86 for Barney, of Wis-
consin, and 36 for McClamany, of North
Carolina.

[Charles Frederick Crisp was born in Shef-
field, Eng., June 29, 1845, his parents being on
u European tour at the time. They returned
“0 America the year of his birth and went back

o their old home in Georgia. He was edu-
cated in the common schocis of Macon and
Savannah, and in May, 1861, he' entered
the confederate army as lieutenant in Com-
pany K. Tenth Virginia infantry. He was
taken prisoner of war May 12, 1864, and con-
fined in Fort Delaware until June, 1865,
Then he was released and went to live with
his parents, who were residing at Ellaville,
Schley county, Ga. Soon after he moved to
Americus and studied law, being udmitted to
the bar there in 1868, and going back to Ella-
ville to practice. He continued in private
practice then until 1872, when he was ap-
pointed solicitor general of the south-
western judicial circuit and was reap-
pointed in 1873 for a term of four years. In
the same year he moved to Americus again
wund since then that town has been his home.
June, 1877, Mr. Crisp was appointed judge of
the superior court of the southwestern ecir-
cuit and in 1878 elected to the same office by
the general assembly. He was reelected
judge in 1820 for a term of four years, but
resigned in 18¢2 to accept the democratic
nomination for congress in the Third district.
He was also president of the democratic state
convention of 1883, He was elected to the
Forty—eighﬂg congress and has been returned
10 that body continnously ever since. |

JAPAN NEEDS AID.

Grlevous Want Caused by the Recent
Earthquake—500,000 Destitute—An Ap-
peal,

SAN FrANCIsco, Dec. 8 — The for-
eigners’ relief committee of Yokohama
has issued an appeal to the people of
the United States on behalf of the suf-
ferers by the earthquake which oc-
curred in central Japan October 28.
The appeal is signed by Admiral Bel-
knap, commanding the Asiatic squad-
ron, and by the United States consular
officers at Tokio and Yokohama. Re-
garding the calamity Admiral Belknap
says:

**As communication is obtained with places
before unbeard from it becomes certain that
the misery and devastation are vastly
worse than had been supposed. In one
mountain village, for example, every in-
dividual was either Kkilled or ecrippled,
and nof one was able to go for aid to
neighboring towns. The actual number of per-
sons left homeless will reach 500,000. Fields,
roads, dikes, potteries, toois and shops have in
many cases been destroyed, and every mewsns
of livelihood thus becn taken away. The com-
ing winter will greatly aggravate the distress
of their condition.

‘““I'he people of our country, perhaps, do not
realize that Japan Is a comparatively poor
country. Under the circumstances its re-
sources for giving relief are not adequate. It
cannot but look abroad for assistance. Itis
from the United Stajes that the most
may be expected. The plentiful resources
of our own country, and especially
the uniquely  prosp:rous condition in
which abundant harves's will place 1t, justify
us in appealing to our countrymen to make a
special effort to relieve Japan. All eontribu-
tions may be forwarded to O. Keil, Esq., secre-
tary of the Yokohama chamber of commerce,
and due account will be returned. The ap-
panded signatures will be a guarantee of the
need that exists and of the proper disposition
of the money.”

MREa CRISP,

Will Leave the Stage.

NEw Yorg, Dec. 8.—Mrs. William J.
Flotence has arrived in this city from
London. She is stopping at the
Williams. Mrs. Florence is ill and will
not stir from the house for several
days. Her condition is due to nervous
prostration and grief at the death of
Mr. Florence. She announces her de-
termination to act no more.

Disastrous Train Wreck.

WestT Praixs, Mo., Dec. 8 —A ters
rille wreck, disastrous in its effects
both upon life and property, occurred
here on the Kansas City, Fort Scott &
Memphis railway Monday afternoon.
Four men were killed. A counstruction
train with thirty-eight men in the
caboose was backing into this place
when it collided with a special freight
train. The caboose was smashed into
splinters and four of the workmen in
it were killed outright. Of the other
thirty-four men occupying the caboose
twenty were seriously injured, it is
feared some of them fu,t.ally.

POSTAL AFFAIRS.

Report of Postmaster G al W ker
—Lottery Business Practically Driven
from the Mails—Suggestions Regarding
Reduced Postage, Rural Free Dellvery
and the Postal Telegraph, Telephone
and Savings Systems.

WasSHINGTON, Dec. 4 —The postmas-
ter general’s annual report, made pub-
Yic Thursday, shows that in spite of
the fact that over $1,000,000 worth of
lottery revenue has been lost during

the last year the postal de-
‘| ficit of $6,000,000 is surely dis-
appearing, provided the same rate

of revenue and expenses obtains on
July 1, i898. It appears that all of the
lottery wail has practically been driven
from ths mails, and the fidelity of the
department in trying to enforce this al-
most unanimous wish of congress is

shown.
The Careless Public.

It is shown by figures that nine-
tenths of the causes why leiters go
wrong are dae to the carelessness of
the public, and Mr. Wanamaker not
only shows how the work of the dead-
letter office may be reduced but recom-
mends the establishment of a branch
in San Francisgo.

Postal Telephone as Well as Telegraph.

The postmaster general recommends
the adaptation of the telephone as well
as the telegraph to the postal system,
showing that it is not only the consti-
tutional privilege but the duty of con-
gress to utilize all the means of modern
science for quickening the transmission
of intelligence. He says:

*‘One-cent letter postage, three-cent tele-
phone messages and ten-cent telegraph mes-
sages are all near- possibilities under an en-
lightened and compact postal system using the
newest telegraphic inventions. The ad-
vantage of tying the rural post office by
a telephone wire requiring no  operator
to the railroad station must be obvious. The
benefits arising from telephonic connections
with the post offices will easily suggest them-
selves in a hundred ways to those who want

the entire people to share in common
privileges. The rural population would
be the greatest gainer. A  telephone

message from the post office to the rail-
road station miles away to ascertain if ex-
pected freight had come wonld save the farm-
er mary & needless trip over bad roads; news
of approaching frosts could e promptly spread
over couniry districts and fruit-growing re-
gions and many a valuable crop saved. The
day’s market prices for cattle and grain and
wool and product may be obtained by the
farmets direct by inquiry from others than the
buyer who drives up to the farm in his buggy.
All these may seem homely purposes to dwell-
ers in cities, but country lifé would lose some
of its drawbacks by the extonsion of such facil-
ities to those who bear their full share of the
burdens of the government and receive, in
posta: respeots at least, less than their share
of its benefits.”
Rallway Post Offices. -

Mr. Wanamaker believes in the full
parcels post, but does not recommend
it at present. He urges the abolition
of personal suretyships of postmasters,
as they are too frequently under obli-
gations which damage the service. He
proposes to extend the money-order
system  everywhere. It appears
that nearly 8,000 1niles of ad-
ditional railway post office service have
been established, 1,300 miles in the Pa-
cific coast states, 8,600 in the other
western states, 2,400 in the southern
states and about 1,000 in the norih-
eastern states.

Pneumatic Tube System.

Mr. Wanamaker describes the pneu-
matic tube system of Beriin and Lon-
don and strongly recommends their
adoption in this country. He insists
that they would pay and records :ev-
eral attempts at beginning such a ser-
vice. A wonderful canceling machine
which prevents the delay of letters in
the post offices in stamping has- been
employed.

Rural Free Delivery.

Arguments why this service ought to
be continued and enlarged are adauced,
and it is shown how much similar ef-
forts to extend the free delivery into
the country are to be made along star
routes and by means of suburban elee-
tric roads. Mr. Wanamaker re-
commends the passage of a bill to en-
title towns of population between
5,000 and 9,999 to the free delivery,
and shows that the special-delivery
service in cities has increased one-third
this year over the average of the last
four years.

For Postal Savings.

He argues strenuously for postal
savings. He reiterates his plan of last
year and adds:

“Another plan, quite simple and thoroughly
practieca., would be to issue at the post oftices
non-negotiable certificates of postal deposit in
sums of $10, §29, 850 and $100, bearing interest at
the rate of half a cent a day on the dol.ar
($1.8244 per year) after the first of the
month following the date of deposit, and the
principal and interest payable on demand at
any money order office by proper indorsement
and ideantification under regulations of the post~
master general,

One-Cent Postage.

On the question of one-cent postage
the report says:

*‘According to & ecareful estimate, based on
the count of mail matter made in 1890, there
passed through the mails during the year ended
June 30, 1891, the following pieces of leiter

mail, to wit:

) 5 AH 189,408 letters to other post-

,263,788 12

H e ldelivery 5,791,068 90
87,627,249 Arop letters.... coeeeeones 376 272 49
Total POSALe. ... ceeuivsissss sans $41,432,129 51

“To reduce letter postage to a uniform
rate of one cent means that the department
will lose one-half of this amount of receipts.
One-half would be $.0,716,064.75. We have
therefore to face this problem, assuming
that it is ripe for solution by 1893, a clear
loss to the revenue of not less than $21,000,000
under present conditions, which, if the depart-
ment were to receive its dues in regard to the
credits belonging to it, would be reduced to the
defioit of from $10,000.000 to $11,000,000.

*I have heretofore stated thut one-cent post-
age will be successfully demanded in time. I
bhelieve that time is not faroff It certainly
ought not to be asked for as long as any deticit
appears in the revenues of the postal service;
and here I wish to reiterate the further state-
ment that in my judgment it ought not to be
asked for then until many improvements and
extensions of the serviee are provided for.

THREE MEN KILLED.

A Fast Express Runs Into a Gravel Traia
—Many Injured.

PexNixgTON, N. J., Dec. 5.—The fast

express train on the Baltimore & Ohio |

road, which left Jersey City at 4 o’clock
p. m. Thursday, struck g gravel traln
on which were a large nimber of labor-
ers, near here. The train was running
at a high rate of speed and a number
of gravel cars were knocked to pieces.
Three men on the gravel train wem
killea and fifteen injured. The eu-
gineer'of the express train, Frederick
Rodriguez, was badly erushed and
scealded and was taken from the wrezk
in a dying condition.

UNCLE SAM'S NAVY.

Its Conditlon Reported Upon by Secre-
tary Tracy--He Shows the Necessity of
Contimmued Development.

WABHINGTON, Dec. 7.—In his annual
report to the president Secretary
Tracy, of the navy, presents details of
construction of new vessels and dis-
cusses devzlopment of armament, pro-
jectiles, torpedoes, etc. He shows
that during the last twelve months
the = vessels of the mnavy have
seen Ir ore active employment than in
many years. In presenting the year’s
history of the several squadrons Secre-
tary Tracy repeats the details of the
attack at Valparaiso upon secamen of
the Baltimore, all of which has been
given to the publi~ In showing the
need of increasing the aa7y the secre-
tary says:

“The course of events during the last year
has shown anew the necesgity of continuing the
development of the navy. The demands upon
it have been constant ‘and they are constantly
growing. e rapid extension of commercial
relations has doubled the importance of our
interests, especially in the Pacific.

“1t is apparent that the mercantile competi-
tors of this country are to-day enlarging their
fields of activity with a more aggressive
energy than ever before. No one can fail to
observe the indications of a systematic effort
to take advantage of the disturbed condi-

tions now prevailing in many of the
smaller states. In this movement naval
ascendency . plays a large part, The

consequences are not far to seek. The estab-
lishment of complete commercial supremacy
by a European power in any state of the west-
ern hemisphere means the exclusion of Ameri-
can influence and the virtual destruction, as
far as that state is concerned, of independent
existence. With the great maritime powers it
is only a step from commercinl control to ter-
ritorial control.

*1f that most 1mportant agency in the com-
mercial development of the United States, the
Nicaragua canal, were completed the strategic
gituation would be largely modified. At the
present time the two seaboards are so remote
that each requires its separate system of
naval defense. Each has its vulnerable points
and each has neighbors that are well
prepared for offensive movements. There is
a circle of insular fortresses facing
our Atlantic seaboard, the sole object of
whose existence is to maintain naval outposts
at our doors. There are states in the Pacific,
and not large states, either, whose fleets are
more powerful than any force that we could
readily bring to meet them., To protect either
seaboard, even when our present authorized
fleet is completed, will involve stripping the
other at a critical moment.”

During the past year four new ves-
sels have been placed in commission,
making a total of thirteen since March
4, 1889, as follows: The Chicago, York-
town, Petrel, Charleston. Baltimore,
Cushing, Vesuvius, Philadelphia, San
Francisco, Newark, Concord, Benning-
ton and Mianitonomah.

The vessels remaining under con-
struction are as follows:  Puritan,
Amphirite, Monadnock, Terror, Maine,
Texas, Monterey, New York (eruiser
No. 6), Cincinnati (No. 7), Raleigh (No.
8), Nd. 9, Detroit (No. 10), No. 11, a
practice vessel, a harbor defense ram,
gunboat No. 5, gunboat No. 6, Indiana,
Massachusetts, Oregon, protected
cruiser No. 12, torpedo cruiser, torpedo
boat No. 2 and protected cruiser No. 13.

The naval militia is discussed and the
distribution of the funds provided is
noted. The number of mem mus-

ered is 1,149 in six states. Of the
cost of the navy the amount charged
to completed ships, fifteen in num-
ber, is $15,786,854.57. Of the twenty-
four uncompleted vessels the expendi-
ture has been $11,488,794.28, and the
total cost when completed will be
$53,920,282-03. The report recommends
the consolidation of revenue marine
and navy.

DOM PEDRO’S LAST HOURS.

Brazilians Regret His Death, but Will
Not Tolerate Any of His Family.

PAR1s, Dec. 7.—The accounts of the
scenes at the death-bed of Dom Pedro
show that to the very last his thoughts
were of the country over which he had
so long ruled and whose welfare, des-
pite the treatment accorded to him and
his family, he had so closely at heart.

The ex-emperor was conscious to the
end. At almost the last moment he
exhorted the Countess D'Ex, his daughe
ter and formerly heiress apparent
to the Brazilian throne, and
her husband to bear nup against
sorrow and to pray with him
for the greatness and prosperity
of Brazil. The Countess D’Eu has no
present intention to protest to the Bra-
zilian government against her 'exile
from the country, but she maintains
all her rights in connec¢tion with the
crown. She says she is ready to re-
turn to Brazil at the first summons
sent her.

Immediately after the death of the
ex-emperor all present in the room
knelt and kissed the hand of Countess
D’Eu who, upon her father’s death, in-
stantly became invested with all rights
to the throne of Brazil.

A Rio de Janeiro dispatch says that
the news of Dom Pedro’s death was re-
ceived with sincere grief by the Brazil-
ians. But while all unite in regret for
the former emperor there is a deep and
strong determination that the em-
pire should mever be revived.
Should the Princess Isabella and the
Count d’Eu make and persist in any
demand for the imperial succession the
result will probably be the confiscation
of all the property of the imperial fam-
ily in Brauzil.

Shot Their Step-Father.

SHAwWNEETOWN, Ill., Dec. 7.—A mes-
sage received from the sheriff of Can-
non county, Tenn., states that Caroline
and Belle Forrester have been arrested
at Wydbury, that state. These are the
girls who November 24 assaulted their
step-father, John Morris, near this
eity for marrying their mother, shoot-
ing him four times in the head and
then after pounding him leaving him
for dead.

German Reciprocity with Brazil,

WasniNaToN, Deec. 8.—Information
received from Brazil states that the
German government is trying to nego-
tiate a reciprocity treaty with that
country. There have been several in-
terviews between Count NMunhoff and
the minister of foreign relations in
which the preliminarie% were dis¢ussed.

Perolvul's Steallnus
LewisTon, Me., Dec. 8.—Specifica~

tions have been filed by the Shoe &
Leather bank, of Auburn, in its suit
against the bondsmen of ex-Cashier
Percival, showing that Percival’s steals
ings amounted to §187,465

| $7,500,000.

UNCLE SAM’'S CASH.

Extracts from the United States Treas=
‘ urer’s Ausnual Report.

WAsHINGTON, Dec. 8.—E. H. Nebeker,
treasurer of the United States, reports
that the ordinary revenues of the gov-
ernment for the last fiscal year were
$892,612,447, or $10,468,535 less than
those of the year before. The net or-
dinary expenditures, exclusive of the
amounts paid in premium on bonds
purchased, were $855,872,684, an in-
crease of $57,636,108.

The surplus revenues were thus cut
down from $105.344,496 to $37,239,762
which last summer was applied to the
reduction of the public debt. The pos-
tal revenues amounted to $65,762,908
and the expenditures to $72,007,580,
an increase of about $5,000,000
on both sides. On June 30, 1890, there
stood charged to the treasurer on ther™
books of the department a balance of
$691,527,403, representing the excess of
previous receipts over expenditures.
To this was added the receipts of the
year from all sources amounting to
$756,821,805, which made an aggregate of
$1,457.348,708 to be accounted for. The
disbursements authorized by the war-
rants of the department, including
those on account of the publiec debt,
were $731,126,876. There was left
$7126,222,83%2, for which the treasurer
was required to be able to produee
cash or other assets.

The reduction effected during the
year in the principel of the bonded debt
and the circulating notes which can-
not be reissned amounted to $116,590,-
273 and required an expenditure of
$126,991494, including the premium on
bonds purchased. This sum was made
up by taking $89,751,731 from the re-
serve in the treasury in addition to the
surplus revenues of the year. The eon-
sequent reduction in the annmual in-
terest charge was $4,322,092.

The amount of money in the country
June 30, exclusive of certificates in ecir-
culation for which the treasury held
deposits, was $1,676,078,102, of which
$180,412,019 belonging to the treas-

ury and $1,495,666,083 was in ecip
culatipn. There was a net loss
of $49,000,000 of gold, a net gaim

of upward of $40,000,000 of ether
money, and a consequent contraction
of about $9,000,000 in the whole vel-
ume. There is an average increase of
$52,200,000, from the end of June to the
end of December, in the amount of
money actually in eirculation, followed
by an average decrease of $14,200,000
from the end.of December to the
end of June. The increase realized
in the last year has been nearly double
this average of $38,000,000, and in the
last two years the average has been
exceeded by $42,000,000. Unusunally large
amounts of notes of small d2nomina-
tions have been sent out to the west
and south since July 1. The
aggregate up to the middle of
November reached upward of $49,~
000,000, as against $61,000,000 for
the whole preceding year. A meas-
urable improvement in the condition
of the coinage, particularly the silvesr,
has been effected, nearly $1,000,000 of
uncurrent coins in the treasury having
been restored to full weight. As the
result of this and of some special ef-
forts in other directions the amount
of fractional silver in the treasury has
been much reduced.

There was a decrease of about $8,-
000,000 in the amount of bonds held for
national banks as security for their
cireulation, as also in the amount held

as security for public deposits. Near-
ly §67,000,000 of mnational banlk
notes  were redeemed. Freshn
deposits for the withdrawak

of notes from circulation amounted
to nearly $§10,000,000, while the re-
demptions from the fund arising from:
this source exceeded $25,000,000. The -
deposits of the new 2 per cents. ex-
ceeded the withdrawals of the old!
bonds and there was an issue
of new notes amounting to about
Some little difficulty
has  been experienced in the
redemption of natidmal bank notes
through the 5 per cent. fund owing to
the narrowness of the margin within
which it is necessary to work. Many
banks have less than $1,000 on deposit:
and the majority of them all have ne
more than $2,250 each.

There has been apet increase of $12,~
769,909 in the circulation since Novem-
ber 1. The items of inercase were:
Staundard silver dollars, $561,748; sub-
sidary silver, $740,801; gold certificates,
$6,549,650; treasury notes, $4,509,802;
United States notes, $810,320; national
bank mnotes, $1,760,000. 'The items of
decrease were: Gold coin, $838,965; sil-
ver certificates, $269,032; currency ecer-
tificates, $1,000,000

Since November 1 there has been a
net increase of $8,867,045 in money and
bullion in the treasury, the increase
being made up as follows: Gold coin, ©
$3,796,784; standard silver dollars,
$852,013; gold bullion, $4,721,668; silver
bulhon, $3,884,058. There was adecrease
as follows; Subsidiary silver, $806,794;
treasury notes, $75,420; United States
notes, $810,320; national bank notes,
897,041; trade dollar bullion, $1,174,898.
The circulation per capita December 1
is stated at $24.38.

For Indiana Miners.

CorLumBus, 0., Dec. 8.—The execu-
tive committee of the United Mine
Workers of America has issued an ap-
peal to the members of the order every-
where for help for the striking miners
of Indiana. They declare the principle
at issne there to be one of vital in-
terest to all the eraft and solicit con-
tributions for the support of the idle
miners there.

Launched the New York.

PriLApeLrHIA; Dee. 8. — United
States armored cruiser No. 208 was
launched at the yard of the Cramp Ship
luilding Company Wednesday in the
presence of 15,000 people and christened
New York. When completed this ves-
sel will be the most tormidable that
ever carried the United States flag.

Alleged An: u-chlsm Fined.
Cr1caao, Dee. 8.-~Thirteen alieged
anarchists were fined from $10 to $100
each by Justice Woodman in this city.
The fines were suspended at the re-
quest of the prosecution, to prevens an
appeal.
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